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PAR!E)H OF KEITHHALL A\ID KINKELL;

I'RESBTTER"{ OF Ghﬂ-lﬂﬂﬂ, SYNOL OF A.BEH,DEEH- :

THE REV. JOHN KEITH, MINISTER.

P

1L—TorocraPHY AND NaToran Hisronr. :
. Nome.—Keiramary became the name of the parish after thaur

greater part of it was possessed by Keith, the Earl Marischal of
Seotland.: It was enciently called Montkeggie. Kinkell was a
parsanage of seven parishes, and retains the ancient name, whicly

wgnifies. the head or principal church. The annexation was i

1754.
Bxtent,—'The langth of the parish is about & nnlaa, qud lha

breadth is rather less, but very unequal. It contains 114 squam

miles. -
Boundaries.~—The rivers Dun and L‘h'_",ir form tha boundary w:!.h

Kintore and Inverury. The parish adjoins Chapel of Garioch,
Bourty, Udny, New Machar, sud Fmtr_',r. The Egur& m itres
lar,
: The best land is either iuam or a'lluwal ‘Uary little of it ox~
teeds two feet in depth. 'The inferior consists of almost esery
variety, with the exception of marl. There is no less diversity in
the subsoil, The worst is a hardened mixture of gravel and clay.
_The plantations are of beech, elm, ash, oak, plane, Scotch fin,
and . pive.... The larch and ounk_ do not grow freely,. The othet
s of considerable size in the policies of Keithball, thel seat of
the Earl of Kintore, . At Balbithan, there is.a very large beech,
remarkable for its strmght and branchless trunk, which is 24 {oet L ;
high, with only twe branches .at 30 feet. . Ite. average. cifgumts L
ference at that height exceeds 12 feot, Seven boughn. rise frosk 21
ity each 24 feet in diameter, to an altitude of 50 feet; and thn Fg
lateral extent of some is not much less.. 3 )
ILwCrvar HisToRY, O . AL R
.. Eminent Men.~—~ Caskiebep, the. ancient  nime’ af thumuia of
K.euhhau, waa the hirth-place of the distingiished scholar, Artises
Johuston, He was borp in 153?, and dipd at ihnmpf Mm
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5 .t hones of Keishhell, of which the castle of the Jobnstons forms

T44 " ABEEDEERNBHIAR. *

Kinkell is the buriai-place of a distinguished warrior who fuli
&t Harlaw, as appears from a monmwental stone, with the ﬁguu
of a kuight in armour, and an inscription on the cuter part in old
English characters :—* Hic jacet nobilis armiger Gualterns de
Gre——-— 1411  The other part of it has been destroyed.

Land-owners.—The Earl of Kintere is proprietor of about
three-fourths of the united parishes. Balbithan, the property of
Benjamin Abernethy Gordon, Esq. forms an eighth part. Kin.
muck, which is rather lass, belongs to Alexander Irvine, Esq. of
Prum.  The Synod of Aberdeen hold in trust the small estate of
Newplaece, which rents about L. 80; and the Society of Friends
or Quakers are propristors of three acres, on which .they bave 2
meating-house. and cometery.

FParockial. Registers—The register of births, or rather bap
tiams it Keithhall, bas been kept pretty regularly siace 1678; but
the oldest of them are & little frail, It is doubtlul whether ther
wore ever any similar regiﬂters for Kinkell,

Anliguities. —The antiquities in this quarter have nuﬂ'ared
-uh from the ploughshare and the erection of stone fences

- The cairns or mounds raised to commemorate ancient heroes

and events have been broken down; and the place of the Drui-
dic temples that stood in the end of last cemtury ia now uo
masked, with one exception, where a single stone remains, nearly
two and a-half feet square and seven feet high. It is remark-
able that the corn grows yery. luxuriant around this solitary pillar
to .o distanes. of . fifteen yurde, and has always been eightees
inches higher thau the crop imnediately beside it,

«Fart-of an encampment still remains in the moor of Kinmuck,
!-ham tradition records that a great battle took place between the
Depos and the: Scotch. . The latter are said to have alsin a bosr ia
their pdvance, and henoe the name Kinmuck, or boar's bead. The
Mo{mhuhunthamﬁﬂhu Haussey, ar. field of blood.

: IniaJarge bacrow or:tunulus, about eighty yards from a Dewe

dic stoney » ohance. visitor obsgrved an ura purtially uncovered.

It wag found to contain calcined bones. . Fwo larger urns were

= mbwqmnﬂy fourd in e reversed poatunu to the other, and were
. taken out in fragments. The bones in all the three were put into
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. Tha residence of the Easl.of Kistore, getiorally demominated
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KEITHEALL-AND KINKELL. TAS -

. Akl——PorusaTion. - .
in 1' - =
Popolicion In 100L, T -3a8 -
]’HIH - ‘m 1 B b v SRy
1831, - 877 | .
of unmarried ﬂ:“,.mh-f '..-.a..:.::a.h o
ber o :
The mase T women ﬂpﬁuﬂs?ﬁ. . S
The resident heritors are tbe Earl of Kintore, and. Balbithan. :
' © IV.—~INDUBTRYE. : :

eThe land under tillage is nearly 5000 acres.
The waste lend is about 2000.  OFf this a third part might be.
sdvantageously improved, About 400 acres are planted.
Average rent of land in cultivation is 14s. per scre. LTRSS
The sheep are of the South Down, Leicester, and Scotch
freeds. - Several farmers have superior cattle; chiefly of the old.
Aberdeenshire breed, - Lord Kintore has long had a very select
stock of ‘Ayrshire and short-horn or Teeswater cows and bulls,,
and is very indulgent to his tenantry in this mastor. The Keithhall
ox, as one of his Lordship’s bullocke was called, was for some tinse’
otie'of the greatest wounders in the north of Scotlued, This animal
earried the first premium at the Highland Sochety’s show in 1884,
was sold nt seven years of age for ene bundred sovereigns, am cere
{ainly was ove of the hugest animals ever seen in the shambles,.

The gross weight of the bullock alive was' 1 tom Sowt 'or,

8138k, iy b

- There bas heen s considerable extent of waste land veclgimied
within a short time. The duration of leases is nineteen years, -
 All the turf-covered houses have disappeared. A few"of the
‘farmers have their houses slated, amd the otbers are geatly thatch+
ed. The enclosures sre mostly of stone. * Lord Kiotore-brought
s hedgér from Berwicksbire, a few yoars Ngo, and ban planted
kedpes of hawthorn on several fares: ' i in el
' None of the proprietors give any ent for improviag
“wadte ground. ~ Only two or three individuals: bave actepted the

i W-— : : | : ! i £ e 3 ._;_::;___'I
“The avérnge produce of grain may be . . e o
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" Towl yeurly vabue of raw produca o'
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746 ARERDRERENSHIRE,

VoParocuiar Economy.

Inverury is the béarest market-town, and only a quarter of 4
mile from the west boundary. The post-office is in that burgh.

There are two bridges on the Ury; one of stone, which has
been built upwards of thirty years; the other has stone piers and

. a wooden arch, and was buiit lately.

“drelesiastical State.—The patrish church is in the most centri-
cal situation, as ascertsined’ by measurement. "It was built in
1771, repaired  last in 1823, and bolds 600 persons. The seats
are all free. The manse was built in 1772 ; the last addition
was made only two yedrs ago.  The glebe s 25 English
acres, and would rent for L.30, if let to a farmer; but when the
greatet part is in grass, as at present, it is of more value. The
stipend is L.110, 10s. 1.%4d.; meal, 112 bolls, 8 stones, 9% .}
bear, 20 quarters, 3 bushels, 1 peck, 1} quart; barley, 5 quarters,
6 bushels, 2 pecks, and 3 quarts. .

The Bociety of Friends have a meeting-house at Kinmuck.
Their number in 1831 was 16 persons.

'The number of families who attend the Established Church is
168; and persons of all ages, 850. There are 18 Discenters, and:
8 Episcopalians. Due atfendance is given in the church, and the
number of communicants is 4830. The yearly amount of e¢hurch
collections is L. 45. |

Education.—At the parochial school, Latin, geography, gram.
mar; afithmetic, writing, and reading are taught, The lower
branches are taught’ at the unendowed school, with the addition
of needle-werk. The salary of the schoolmaster is L. 80 ; fees in

| 1888, L, 15} other emoluments, L. 25; and: his whula mcunﬁ

L 5, ‘besides the legal accommodations.

‘AN between six-and fifteen years'of age e:thﬂr can raad or e
under toition ; none abuve ihﬂ higher age are known m he umb!a
o read. .

The unljr library is one for the Sﬂhhath schulars.

“:Popri—-Paupers, at-an average; are 17 in number; and the sup~
ply for each, L. 4. Church collections during the year for the -
funds, L. 85; and for charitable purpoees, L. 10; legacies, duua—
tions, :Bed., 1. 40,

" There is only one market, Mtchaal Fair, at Kmkelli, fnr r.-,al.tIa
and: horsen, on:the. Wodn-a-day sfier the Jast Tuesday of E-Bptﬂm—-

per, oldisiyle.
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Alehouses.—There-is 8o public-house in-the. parish ;- Yat the
is a-spirit shop on the lands of the synod of Aberdeens: s wie O
Fusl.—The fuel is of peat snd turf, the expense of preparing
whick is 1a. the cari-load. . é : e
General, OpsSERvVATIONS. : :
The greatest variations observable, within the last forty yoars,
are in the value of houses and enclosures, which has risen from
L:150 to above L.3000; and. in the ordinary provision for the
poor, which has been tripied within that time. The Earl of Kin-
tore gives, unsolicited, an annual dovation, whichis more thas the
former yearly supply, then only L. 18. . ‘The other heritors are
absentees, and draw their rents without remitting. any return: to
the poor; but it has not been necessary to solicit a contnbution
from them: : EAE

WJuly 1842,

PARISH OF INSCH.

PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH, BYNOD OF ABEEDEEN.

THE REV. PATRICK DAVIDSON, MINISTER. = '
THE REV. ROBERT CUSHNY, Assistant and Succestor.®.

ar

L. Toroanrarny aNp Natomrar Hisrony. o

Naime.-wTuE name lpsch is generally considered to be of Cel-
tic- origin, and to signify an island, It is not improbable, that 'the
Insch had originally been confined to the small town or village in
which the church stands, or, at all events, to the spot of: greand
which forms the site of the village, and which bears eome: marks of
having been at one time surrounded with water. THERIE

Extent, &e.~~The parish is of s irregular Bgure.  Were one
part of it; however, taken sway, namely, the Dangh-of Moread,

which thase is-reason 1o think:bad not originally beloaged: .to #;

but had formed part of another parish now extinct, calied Rathng~
real or Christ-kirk, the remains of whose church; surrourded by a

burial-ground, are quite adjacenty in the parish of . Kemethment,
the remainder-would be protty neatly sa ohlong, the: grostor widse,
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. Dirwwn up by the Bey. Roblrt Cusbny. -
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