PARISH OF BANFF.

PRESBYTERY OF FORDYCE, BYNOD OF ABERDEEN.

THE REV, FRANCIS WILLIAM GRANT, MINISTER.*

—— e

L.—ToroerArpaY anp Narurar Historvy.
Name,—In some ancient writings, the name of the town is given

in each of the following ways,— Bainiffe, Boineffe, Bainffe, Banife,
thus, most probably, drawing its origin from the word Boyn, the
name of & district in which Banff is situated. Boyn (found in older
writings under all the different orthographies of Boynd, Boyne,
Boynde, Boin, Bouyn, Buyne, Buyn, Boyen,) is apparently the
Gaelic word Buinne, a stream ; and the district appears to have
received its name from a stream passing through it, now called
Burn of Boyne. On the bank of this stream, near its entrance in-
to the sea, is the ancient castle of Boyne; and the neighbouring
parish of Boyndie was formerly called Inverboynde or Inverboin-
dy, %. e, mouth of Boyn. Boymdie is pronounced Beendie or Bee-
nie;~—resembling, in this respect, the Gaelic word, more than its
present orthography would seem to indicate. - The sound of £ oc-
curring in the word Banff, has probably originated from nothing:
more than a peculiarity of pronunciation,—as Murray is found to
have been, at some former perieds, spelied Murreff; Strathisla,
Strathileff; Bailiary, Bailiareff. :

Eztent, Boundaries.~ The greatest jength of the parish is about
6% miles, its greateat breadth, which ig nearly in the middle, about
2 miles, Its superficial extent is probably below 9 square miles.
As indicated by the measures now given, it is in shape long' and
narrow, but with a bend, the inner side of which is towards the
east: the inland extremity tapering to a point exactly like a leaf.
It lies longitudinally from N, E. to 8. W. vy .

The perish is- bounded on the north by the ‘sea of the Moray:
Frith. The river. Doveran, for a distance of about g mile and a
half from its. entrance into the sea, forms the eastern bouatidary. .
On the ogposite side of the river, up to a rivulet falling irito' it about
o of o - Paloopty of Bon 2 Misiel b Alsandoe iy M.y e
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2 BANFFSHIRE.

half a mile from the sea, is the parish of Gamrie; above the rivu-
let is the parish of King Edward. From the point where it ceases
to join the river, the parish of Banff is bounded, to i1ts most souther-
ly extension, by the parish of Alva; then, for a very small distance,
by Marnoch ;—and, from that to the sea, by the parish of Boyn-
die, from which it is, in part at least, divided by the burn of that
name,

Topographical Appearances.—In the lower end of the parish, the
ground rises in the centre to an elevation of from 200 to 300 feet
above the level of the sea, forming an eminence called the Gal-
lowhill,* a prolongation of which stretches southerly, (but gradual-
ly descending, with a sweep,) concave towards the east. In the up-
per part of the parish, there are one or two eminences exceeding
the Gallowhill in height, but, being less raised above the surface of
the adjoining lower grounds, (there considerably higher than the le-
vel of the coast,) they present merely the appearance of slight swel-
lings, and the surface there is altogether of the most uninteresting
character. On the east side, the Gallowhill slopes down into a
fine plain or meadow, of abouta mile and a-half long, enclosed within
a circular bend of the river. On the north side, the slope being
more gradual, necessarily makes a more abrupt termination as it
approaches the sea, and the shore consists, in the parts more adja-
cent to the river mouth, of precipitous rocky banks overhanging
the beach ; more towards the west, there is left between the abrupt
descent and the sea, a fine plain or hnks. On its western side,
again, the Galiowhill declines gradually, but with occasional knolls
and undulations, towards the burn of Boyndie.

Near the town and harbour, low rocks stretch out into the sea
from the beach; more to the west, and adjoining the mouth of the
burn of Boyndie, is a sandy bay called Boyndie Bay. About mid-
way between the extremes of the coast boundary, a rocky promon-
tory is cleft in the middle into a sort of recess, (called the EIf
Kirk,) about six or seven yards deep, and two yards broad, having
perpendicular sides of rock to a considerable height. The recess
has, however, rather the appearancé of being scooped out by the
action of the sea, than formed by the tearing asunder of its sides.

River and Scenery.—The river Doveran takes its rise in the pa-
rish of Cabrach, just on the confines between the counties of Aber-
deen and Banff. Its source is 27 milest due south of the mouth

* Anciently the placa of execulion,
4+ Thewe {al] reckonad by tho straight line) are taken, somewhat l-:-r.r-elr,
from the scale on Irvine Roma's map.
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of the Spey, which is 22 miles west of Banff—thus making the ge~
neral course of the Doveran to be nearly north-east, and the dis-
tance from its source to its mouth 35 miles. But its course is far
from a straight one. Thus, from Rothiemay to where it approaches
Turriff, a distance of eleven miles, its course is, though with many
meanderings, from west to east. From that pointto Banff (9 omles)
its course is from south to north. Nearly a mile above the point
where, passing from between the parishes of Alva and King Edward,
the Doveran first touches the parish of Banff, it enters, with a sud-
den turn, into a rocky gorge, whose precipitous sides crowned with
wood are here joined by a semicircular stone arch. From this, the
view stretches, above, into the open country, bounded by the hill
of Alva; below, it is closed by a -succession of naked rocks and
steep wooded banks, among which the stream isseen to lose itseif.
‘The grounds on the margin of the river continue abrupt and pre~
cipitous, for nearly a mile farther down, when they gradually re-
cede, opening out into a fine valley, round the eastern side of which
the river takes a wide sweep, enclosing the plain on which Duff
House is situnated. Opposite to this plain, on the eastern side of
the river, the ground is cut by the rivulet already mentioned, issu-
ing from a woody ravine. Above, is a fine declivity, crowned on the
top, and fringed along the water’s edge, with wood ; its surface diver-
sified with breaks and swellings, and adorned with patchesand rows of
trees. Below, rises a green hill, presenting to the river and sea shore,
a face of considerable height and steepness. The road from Edin-
burgh and Aberdeen winds round the verge of its southern inclina+
tion; and brings the traveller arriving in that direction, upon a pros-
pectof ratheruncommon attraction. On the extremity ofthe seaward
slope of the hill, where it stretches out into a point skirting the bay,
stands the town of Macduff. . Just where the bend of the river com-
mences, rises, on the western side, a high abrupt bank ; on the sum-
mit of which, emerging from the gloom of a thicket, is a Gothig
mausoleum, (the burying place of the Fife family)—near to which;
on the verge of the bank, stands a funereal urn, containing bones
dug up on the spot, of old the cemetery of a Carmelite monaste-
ry. A little above, on the same side, is a remarkable round hill,
which tradition represents as being artificihl and the work of pe-
nance, and which, now, crowned with a smnall summer-house or tem-
ple, forms a striking accessory to the beauty of the scene. In one
or two places, small islands, covered with wood, separate the stpeam
of the river into branches; and its whole course between the two
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bridges of Banff and Alva, (2 distance of two miles—all compre-
hended in Lord Fife’s park,) * affords a succession of beautifal or
romantic scenes ; though even, perhaps, as it is, the eapabilities”
of the ground have not received full justice : the walks not being
always led with sufficient skill to catch the finest points of view,
nor the necessary openings for the same purpose left in the wood.

The breadth of the river where it washes this parish does not,
perhaps, in any place, exceed 130 yards. Its depth is very un-
equal, and liable to great fluctuations from shifting masses of sand
and gravel. In some places, it runs in shallow streams ; in others
there are pools of 10 or 12 feet, or even of greater depth. Under
the arch of the bridge of Alva, where the stream is forcibly confin-
ed, it is said to be of 15 fathoms depth.

On some late occasions, the river, especially when aided by
high tides and northerly winds, has overflowed the low part of
the town, and occasioned much mischief and incenvenience. In
1799, in 1829, and in 1835, such inundations occurred, with a less
considerable one between the two latter periods. On these occa-
sions, there have been five or six feet of water in some of the streets,
the inhabitants being rescued from their houses by boats. In 1829,
three horses of the mail-coach were drowned, in attempting to pass
through the Market-square.

Springs.— The parish is well supplied with springs, and water
may be found in most places by digging. In general, the water is
slightly impregnated with carbonate of iron. There is a spring
perceptibly chalybeate to the taste, about half a mile west of the
town; and a very strong chalybeate (of great use as s tonic)
about a mile farther west, in the parish of Boyndie.

Gleology and Mineralogy. +—The general direction of the strata
within this parish is about from north-east to south-west; and the
parish being narrow, and running in a direction parallel to that of
the strata, and including only within its range a limited number
of bads of rock, affords but few remarkable geclogical features,

The prevailing rocks are clay-slate and graywacke, although
an intermixture of various other seams of rock is frequently met
with, .

From the river mouth for about half a-mile, as far westward as

* ‘A bigh deyrce of liberality is shown by the Noble proprietor in the freedom
granted to the public, of walking in his grounds.

+ For the section on Geslagy and other valuable sssistance, the compiler has ta ac-
knowledge bis chligations to fmﬂ Christle, Esq. solicitor.
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Boyndie bay, a bed of clay-slate is found reposing on graywacke ;
the latter, at different points, protruding through the clay-slate, and
rising, adjacent to the harbour, to the height of about forty feet.
The clay-slate is found resting on the graywacke in a conform-
able position, and following its windings in thin strata as far as
they can be seen, till dipping or covered again by the soil or other
beds of sand and shingle resting upon them. The elevation of the
strata is different at different points. Where it is in conjunction
with the graywacke, it may be at an elevation of from 60° to 80°,
and gradually declining to a less angle of elevation as it recedes
from the graywacke and approaches the surface of the bed of clay-
slate. The clay-slate and graywacke at their junction alternate
with each other in thin veins for a small space, and are intersper-~
sed occasionally with thin veins of graywacke slate. A little to the
westward of the rock called the EIf Kirk, atlow water-mark, a small
portion of the old red sandstone formation makes its appearance, and
seems, to the eastward, to be in conjunction with the graywacke.
Above the old, rests a thin stratum of the new red sandstone ; but
neither appear again at any other point within the parish. Adja-
cent to the harbour, thin veins of quartz, in a variety of ramifica-
tions, run through the graywacke. Around these veins the gray-
wacke is changed to a brown, as if the heat of the quartz, poured
in a liquid state into the crack, had changed its colour. The
thickness of .these quartz veins, in some places, may be about a
foot, decreasing in size, in ‘the different ramifications, till they
totally disappear. In general, the colour of the graywacke is chang-
ed, in a greater or less degree, at all points where the veins of
quartz are {ound.

Towards the western side of the parish, there iz a bed nf mica-
slate of a fine grain, resting on secondary gneiss, which is in con=-
junction, near Whitehills (in the parish of Boyndie) with the gray-
wacke, on which it appears to be reposing. . This bed affords many
specimens of what is termed undulated mica-slate, and is travers-
ed, farther to the westward, by thin veins of lime, which, below
the flood-mark of the sea, is perforated with different kinds of pho-
-las, which pierce the vein till obstructed bya vein of graywacke slate,
or some other of the siliceous rocks. This bed soon enters the pa-
rish of Boyndie, passing to the south-westward near Blair-shin«
noch. -

"The only point where granite appeurs, is at a place called {:mm
of Ord, the most south-westerly part of the parish. = Tliere; ona:
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[ RANFFSHIRE.

piece of rising ground, the granite comes to the surface. In one
part of the bed, the granite is excellent; but in other parts, at the
same point, it passes into secondary granite, or syenite, in which
the quartz is either entirely wanting, or only found in very small
quantities. The felspar is white and small-grained, and appears
quite free from iron or any other colouring matter. Hence it re-
tains its beautiful white colour, without being changed by the ac-
tion of the atmosphere; and, on that account, has been much
esteemed for building.

This rock passes into gneiss and coarse mica-slate, which ap-
pears at different points a little to the eastward, but which bhas
never been employed for any useful purpose.

Various beds of sand, shingle, and clay, of different depths at
different points, cover these strata; but none of them appear
worthy of any remark, unless in so far as regards a bed of lias clay,
which is found in patches at different points within the parish.
This bed is of very considerable extent, stretching over a surface
of more than twenty square miles. Belempites and ammonites
are found in it at all places where it has been wrought. It has
long been wrought at Blackpots, a little to the westward of the
boundary of this parish, for bricks and tiles, and also within the
parish adjacent to the town, for the same purposes; and the be-
lemnite and ammonite have been found there in great abund-
ance, as well as various other shells peculiar to that formation.

There are no hornblende rocks in situ within the parish, bt
there is abundance of rolled blocks of that mineral scattered over
the surface, as well as of hypersthene and augite. Rolled blocks of
granite, having the felspar red, are also found. Porphyritic horn-
stone in water-worn nodules is also found on the moors and along
the sea-beach. _

Alluvial deposits are very scapty, being mostly confined to a
few patches along the line of the Doveran,

The soils are extremely varied, partaking in some measure of
the nature of the rocks on which they severally repose ; being, on
the slate rock, of a clayey and soft nature, and very fertile.

Meteorology.—The climate is singularly changeable and capri-.
awops. At no time can a continuance of any particular sort of
weather be in the least depended on. Winter is often compara-
tively warm, aod summer cold. In 1831, the difference between
the tempergture on the 24th June at half-past eight at night,
and the 11th December at the same hour, was only 5. In

& Thiz Univeesity of Edinburgh
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1832,* in like manner, the thermometer stood so low as 50 on
the 6th July; so high as 494 on the 23d January,—on both occa~
sions at half-past eight in the evening. May and June are general-
ly characterized by severe droughts, and piercing northerly and
easterly winds. The trees are scarcely in full leaf at midsummer ;
about which time, very often storms arise that blacken and wither
their foliage. The steadiest and most pleasant weather is gene-
rally in August and September.

The following meteorological tables for the year 1832, are the
result of observations taken under the direction of the Banff Sci-
entific Institution.

BAROMETER. TRERMOMEBETER,
Highest, Lorzocat. Mean Higheat. Laosoest. Mean
— P S, qf!-’.‘l.f . o 1 ":.'f the

AMorn, Even, Morn, Even Month. rMﬂru. Hwn.. r.i'l-:fnrn Even. Monith,
Jan. S0.4 a2 201 o202 20.7 5. 49.5 S a7.2 88.6
Feb, 50.5 2304 288 2068 29.9 52, a0, Sd.4 383 .7
Mar. 30.2 30.2 2g.8 2n.8 20.0 410, 48.3 5. a3.8 41.3

Apr. 30.6 305 20.2 29,2 50. 55.9 B4, 41. 18 47.2
May, 30.D 0.5 20.3 39.3 24. 4a. o8, 42. 41. 49.4
June, 30.3 3p.2 29, 205 a0.8 5. Gh. 41, 49, B5.H
.Iuly, 0.4 a30.4 280. 0 20.8 30 8. . 52. b0, 57.7

Aug., 30,2 303 204 20.3 20.8 63 66. 6L 44. EO.B
Sept. 30.4 3OE" 20.5 29.5 209 G &68. 48, 48, 5d. 4
Oect. 30.56 30.4 200 201 0.8 &0, &7, 4 43. 605
Nov. 30.4 30.4 28.7 289 29.6 40. 47. 3L a4, 41.8
Dee. 30.2 302 20.1 287 29.6 d4. 42, 32 32. 38.

(The observations were taken at half-past nine A. M., and half-
past eight ». .)

Wiwne a¥n Rars,

Inchee af

N. N.E. E 8. K, o ¥ W. - N. . Rain
January, & i i 16 21 15 3 3 0.78
February, | a 0 2 35 16 3 1 0.2
March, - ¢ 2 o 5 16 22 11 6 1.04
April, - 7 5 8 11 17 5 6 8 a
May, - 19 10 1 6 5 I 15 5 1.26
June, - @& 4 4] 14 ] 2 16 11 2.59
July, - i2 3 4 6 3 14 il 12 1.95
Auguost, 13 4 2 8 13 7 10 7 .50
September, 3 0 0 4 * 18 4 26 7 210
Oetober, - 0O 0 LE i 18 28 14 - 4 .44
November, 0 2 D | 28 21 1 9 1.8
Iegember, 4 0 0 1 k! et 11 1 8%

29.26

It is somewhat remarkable, that, notwithstanding the cold
northern exposure of Banff, and the general variableness of the cli-
* These years have not been selected for this singularity, which is probably not

E:eﬂi&u to them, but as being the only years of which » regiser of the weather is to

£ The Univiersity of Edinburgh
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8 ' BANFFSHIRE,

mate,~—cold and hot, dry and damp, sueceeding each other with
the greatest rapidity and irregularity,~-the town is not only subject
to no peculiar complaints, nor to a peculiar severity of any com-
pleints, but is in every respect, and in a high degree, healthy,
What one would least expect in such a climate, pulmonary com-
plaints are both rare, and of a gentle type when they do oceur.
Consumption is far from frequent. Hooping-cough is only found
in a mild form. Patients in the latter complaint are often brought
to this neighbourhood from some distance ; and, in the opinion of
some, the locality is favourable to their recovery, in a degree be-
yond what the mere change of air (known to be always beneficial
in this disorder) can sufficiently aceount for.

Zoology.*— 1. MaMMaLia.— This section of natural history does
not seem to require any particular notice; the animals compre-
hended under -it, in this parish, being such only as are common
throughout the counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Moray. It may,
however, be remarked, that of late years several instances have oc-~
curred of the hedgehog ( Erinaceus Europeus,)+ having been
found in the parish, where at no distant period it was unknown,
It is probable that this animal advances with the progress of cul-
tivation, and especially with the planting of hedges and trees. The
bare ( Lepustimidus ) is, on the contrary, and for the same reason,
decreasing in numbers, especially in the more immediate vicinity
of the town, and, it is conjectured, is retiring to those open grassy
wastes, and sea side downs, which are more congenial to its habits.
The roe-deer { Cervus capreolus ) is found wild in Lord Fife’s woods.

1L Birps.—1. Land Birds.— Thered grouse (" Lagopus Scoticus )
18 found sparingly in the upper and heathy districts of the parish.
The partridge { Perdiz cinerea ) is common, and we have been in-
formed by a sportsman well versed in these matters, that he once
met with a specimen of the quail {Coturnizr vulgaris, Jina cul-
tivated part of this parish. The pheasant { Phasianus colchicus )

* For the section on Zoology, the compiler of the account is indebted to the kind-
nems of the Rev. Jamea Smith, rector of i Academmy,

The scientific names here given are taken from “ Fleming's History of British
Animals,” published in 1828. That subdivision was necessary, and, to a great extent
in the geners established by Linneus, cannot be doubted. 1t appears, however, to
be questionable, whetber, in the above-mentioned work, the learned suthor hss not
shewn a tendency to approach the opposite extreme, and to exalt unnecessarily,
into distinct genera, & number of animals which hitherto hLuve ranked ouly ns specicy,
The frequent and exceanive change of grmera and species is one of the most annoying
chatacles which the student of natural bistory has to encounter ; and, except where

clearly and absolutely necessary, the practice ought as much as pomible to be discoun-
tenanced. | :

& Thiz Univers ity of Edinburgh
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RANFF, 9

abounds in Lord Fife's plantations, and the ring-pheasant (Pha-
sianus torquatus, ) now considered by naturaliste as a distinct spe=-
cies, may there not unfrequently be met with, The ring-dove
( Columba palumbus) is abundant in every plantation. The rock=
dove (Columba livia,) although frequent in the adjoining and
rocky parish of Gamrie, is not to be found in this parish, the na-
ture of {he coast not being suited to its habits, The kestril ( Faleo
tinnunculus, ) common. The merlin ( Falco esalon, ) rave. The
kite ¢ Milous vulgaris, here called the glead, ) not common. The
hen-harrier ( Circus eyaneus) not common. The sparrow-hawk
( Buteo nisus,) not uncommon. The horn-ow! (Qtus vulgaris ;)
the barn-owl ( Aluco flammeus ;) screech-owl (Striz stridula, )
common. ‘The swallow (Hirundo rustica ;) the martin ( Hi-
rundo urbica ;) the sand martin ( Hirundo riparia ;) the swift
(Cypselus apus.) In ordinary seasons, the first of the swallow
sribe have been observed to arrive in this parish about the 10th of
May. The goatsucker (Caprimulgus Europaus) has been -oc-
casionally met with. The cinereous shrike ( Lanius excubitor,) rare.
The waxen chatterer { Bombycilla garrula,) rare ; a specimen'shnt
here preserved in the museum of the Banff Institution. The mis-
sel-thrush {Turdus viscivorus) has of late years increased in this
part of the country, and is in some placesas numerous as the common
thrush (Turdus musicus,) The fieldfare ( Turdus pilaris, here
called the Highland pyot,) on the approach of winter descends
in flocks from the more mountainous regions. The blackbird
(Turdus merula,) common. The dipper (Cinclus aquaticus, the
water ouzel,) common on the Doveran. Also the fallowchat
(Sawicola cenanthe, here called the chackert ;) the whinchat (Saricola
rubetra ;) the red-breast (Sylvia rubecula ;) the white-throat {Cur-
ruca sylvia ;) the hedge-sparrow ( Adccentor modularis.) The pol-
den-crested wren ( Hegulus cristatus) appeared here a few years ago,
in a large flock, on the links, during winter. Its nest has been found
in the top of a tall whin bush. The following aiso are found :
The common wren (7Troglodytes vulgaris.) The white wagtail
( Motacilla alba, here cslled the water wagtail.) The yellow wag-
tail ( Motacilla flava) wot common. The sea titling ( Anthus pe-
trosus.) ‘- The meadow titling (Anthus pratensis.) 'The eross-hill
{Loxzia curvirostra) has been occasionally met with. The yellow
bunting (Emberiza citrinella, here called the yellow yirling.) Com-
mon bunting (Emberiza miliaria.) 'The snow-bunting ( Emberiza

£ The Univiersity of Edinburgh
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10 BANFFSHIRE.

rivalis, snow-flake,) seen occasionally about the rocks in winter.
The Geld-lark (Alauda arvensis.) Cole titmouse (Parus ater.)
Blue titmouse (Parus cwruleus.) Bullfinch (Pyrrhula vulgaris.)
Green grosbeak ( Coccothraustes chloris, provincially green linnet.)
House sparrow (Pyrgite domestica.) Chaffinch (Fringilla ceelebs.)
Hrown linnet (Fringilla cannabina, provincially lintie.) Mountain
finch (Fringilla montifringilla.) Siskin ( Fringilla spinus ; a win-
ter visitant.) Goldfinch (Fringilla carduelis.) Starling (Sturnus
vulgaris) sometimes appears in flocks on the coast. Magpie (Pica
caudata.) Raven (Corvus corax,) breeds near the bridge of Alva:
Carrion crow (Corvus corone.) Hooded-crow (Corvus cornt.)
Jackdaw (Corvus monedula.) Rook (Corvus frugilegus.) Com-
mon creeper (Certhia familiaris.) Hoopoe (Upupa epops) rare.
The cuckoo (Cuculus canorus.)

2. Waders.—The following occur : The heron (Ardea cinerea.)
The bittern ( Ardea stellaris.) A beautiful specimen of this now rare
bird was shot in 1831, a few miles [rom Banff, and is now in the mu-
seum of the Institution. The crake or cornerake { Ortygometra crex.)
Common water hen( Gallinula ch loropus.) Curlew ( Numenius arqua-
ta) is sometimes to be seen among the rocks by the sea side. The
whimbrel ( Numenius pheopus) has been heard in this parish fly-
ing overhead, being easily distinguishable by its singular notes;
but has never been observed on the ground, nor as a regular vi-
sitant of the parish. Throughout this part of the country, ge-
nerally, it is much less frequent than its congener the curlew. The
woodcock (Scolopax rusticola.) The great snipe (Scolopaz major.)
A snipe, described, by the gentleman who shot it in this parish a
few years ago, as much larger than any he had ever seen, is sup-
posed to have been a specimen of this rather rare bird. The com-
mon snipe (Scolopax gallinago) is decreasing fast, in this and the
adjoining parishes, in consequence of the improvements in agri-
culture, and especially the draining of marshy and boggy ground.
Jack-snipe (Scolopar gallinula,)* Lapwing (Vanellus cristatus,
here called the teuchet.) Gray plover (Squatarola cinerea.) San-
derling (Calidris arenaria.) Golden plover (Charadrius pluvialis)
descends to the sea shore in storms. Ringed plover (Charadrius
hiaticula, provincially semny laverock.) Ovyster-catcher (Hema-
Zopus osiralegus.) .

* Dunilin ( Trisga alping ) in this part of the country called the dorbie, Purple
sandpiper (" Tringe. striats, ) has been observed on the rooks, near the harbour, dur-
ing spring. Not common, Figured by Bewick as the kwnet.

= The University of Edinburgh
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9. Water Birds.— Cormorant (Phalacrocoraz carbo.) Shag

( Phalderocorax graculus, provinciallyseart.) Gannet (Sula Bassana
solan goose,) is frequently to be seen in the bay here. Geolden
eyeduck (Clangula vulgaris,) & winter visitant of the Doveran, where
it may be seen in considerable numbers, Long-tailed duck { Clan-
gula glacialis, here called coal and candle light,) frequent dur-
ing winter in the bay, but never enters the river. In a calm day,
their singular cries, resembling the words coal and candle light, may
be heard all over the bay.® Scaup duck (Nyroca marila,) in
severe winters sometimes appears in considerable numbers on the
Doveran, where it is known by the name of Norwegian teal. On
its first arrival from the north, it suffers itself to be closely ap-
roached, but soon becomes more Wwary. Common mallard orf
wild duck ( Anas boschas, ) found in great numbers on the Doveran,
in Lord Fife's gmunds, where no one is allowed to molest them.
The wigeon { Anas penelope.) The cracker or pintail duck (Anas
acuta.) The writer of this has never seen but a single specimen
of this duck on the Doveran, during the course of nine ‘or ten years.
It occurred in 1830, and associated with a flock of the commen wild
duck. Gargany or summer teal (Anas querquedula ;) a single speci-
men only of this duck has been met with within the writer’s know-
ledge. Theteal ( Anascrecca) is found in winter in great numbersnear
the bridge of Alva. DBrentgoose ( Anser brenta :) & fine specimen of
this goose was shot, near the sea coast afew years ago. 'The wild
swan { Cygnus ferus.) Goosander ( Mergusmerganser.) In severe win-
ters, these beautiful birds may be seen on the Doveran sometimes in
flocks. The red-breasted goosander (Mergus serrator) has never
been observed on the Doveran, but a specimen was shot soma time
agoamong the rocksat some distance from Banff. 'The razorbill auk
( Aleca torda,) and the puffin ( Fratercula aretica, ) are frequently to be
seen in the bay, and along the shore; making excursions from those
stupendovs rocks on the adjoining parish of (Gamrie, where is to
be seen one of the most extensive and most magnificent breeding
places of these and other birds, known by the name of sea Jowl:
Little grebe (Podiceps minor.) Northern diver {Colymbus glaci-
alis ;) a specimen, in possession of a gentleman in this town,
weighed, when killed, twelve pounds. ‘The guiliemot, here callod
the queet, (Uria troile,) and the Greenland' dove, or black guil-
* Pochard (Nyroca ferina ; j——é specimen of the male of this species was killed

during this winter {rathar a severa one) on amill dam in this parish. - White eyay
or castaneous duck [ Nyroca lencopthalmos, ) & very TRTE visitant,
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12 BANFFSHIRE.

lemot, (Cephus grylle, here called the testie,) may often be seen
inthe bay. The arctic skua (Cataractesparasiticus.) Black-back-
ed gull (Larws marinus.) Herring gull {Larus argentatus, here
called the pewel, from its cry.) Common gull (Larus canus.) Kit-
- tiwake (Larus rissa, provincially Aitty,) one of the sea fwl found
in greatest abundance on the Gamrie rocks. Common tern or
sea swallow, (Sterna hirundo, provincially piktarrock,) not resident
in this parish, but may occasionally be seen on its way to flat and
sandy coasts, its usual places of abode.

11l Fisaes.—The sea lamprey ( Petromyzon marinus) has
been occasionally caught. It is termed the lamper eel. Common
dog-fish (Spinazx acanthias,) caught in immense quantities dur-
ing the herring season, and sold by the cart-load for manure to
the ground. The thornback skate { Raiz clavata. ) . The common
skate (Baia batis.) Sturgeon (Acipenser sturio.) A sturgeon,
about 5 feet in length, was caught in the bay in the summer of
1838, BSalmon (Salmo salar.) Bull-trout (Salmoe eriox and Sal-
mo hucho.) The bull-trout occurs occasionally in the Doveran.
Sea-trout (Salmo trutta) found in great numbers. Finnock (Sal-
mo albus,) also found in great numbers, and by the most expe-
rienced judges regarded as a species perfectly distinct from any
other of the genus Salmo. Common burn-trout (Salmo furie.)
Herring (Clupea harengus ;) taken in great quantities from about
the middle of July to the middle of September. Gar fish, sea-
needle or sea-pike, (Belone vulgaris.) Minnow (Leuciscus phoxi-
nus.) Lump-fish, cock-padle, (Cyclopterus fumpus.) Common cod
{Morhua vulgaris.) Haddock (Morkua eglefinus.) Whitehills, a
fishing village in the vicinity, is famous for its smoked or yellow
haddocks. These by many are reckoned equal, if not superior, to
the celebrated Firnon haddocks. Ling (Molva vulgaris,) not so
frequent as the cod and haddock. Whiting (Merlangus vuigaris.)
- Coal fish (Meriangus carbonarius.) The young in their least state
are called gerracks, afterwards podlies, sethes, &c. 'Turbot (Pleuro-
mectes marimus,) here called the roan fleuk. Till of late years
the value of this fish was but little known as an article of food,
and by the fishermen themselves it is still but little esteemed for
that purpose. It is, however, now eagerly bought up by thase
who are fond of good living. Brill (Pleuronectes rhombus ;) but
little inferior to the preceding species, for which it is not unfre-

quently taken. Sole (Solea vulgaris,) not common. Plaice (Pla-
- . 3 :
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tessa vulgaris,) here called plash . Flounder (Platessa flesus,)
here called grey fleuk. Holibut (Hippoglossus vulgaris,) here cal-
led turbot. Common eel ( Anquilla vulgaris.) Common launce,
( Ammodytes tobianus ;) Sand-eel, or, as it is here termed, sannel.
Biade-fish { Trichiurus lepturus.) In the autumn of 1829, a fish,
supposed to be of the above species, was found among the rocks
near this place, dead, but in a perfect state of preservation. It
measured about 6 feet in length, and about 20 inches in breadth, .
where widesf. The dorsal fin was of a brilliant red, and extend-
ed the’ whale length of the back. The body was of a silvery
bluish-white appearance. The head was not unlike, in miniature,
to that of a borse. The body was excessively compressed, being
gearcely more than three or four inches thick. Sea perch (Ser-
ranus Norvegicus,) not uncommon at particular seasons of the year.
Wolf fish ( Anarhichas lupus,) here called the sea cat. Angler
(Lophius piscatorius,) here called the sea devil, on account of its
hideous appearance. Gray gurnard (7rigla gurnardus,) here
called the croonack. Gray mullet { Mugil cephalus.) This fish
is frequently taken here : it seems to delight in a wocky bottom.
Mackerel (Scomber vulgaris,) found here during the herring fish~-
ery in great numbers. John Doree (Zeus Sfaber.) Mr Robinson
informs me, that about half = dozen of this rare fish were caught
in his salmon bag-net, ‘n the summer of 1834, and two others dur-
ing last summer. Stickleback {Gasterosteus aculeatus,) here cal-
led banstickle.

The bay here abounds with shrimps {Cancer crangon,) which
have been occasionally fished for with success.

The mussel ( Mytilus edulis) is not a pative of this coast. Im-
mense numbers of them, however, are anoually brought by the
Gshermen from the shores of the Cromarty Frith, and are deposited
among the rocks here, for the purpose of being afterwards used for
bait. The lobster (Cancer gammarus) is abundant, and also thecrab
( Cancer pagurus,) here called parten. The crab, however, obtain-
od here is not reckoned nearly so good as those brought to the
Aberdeen market. A specimen of the cuttle-fish (Loligo offici-
nalis,) is occasionally seen.

Botany.— The parish has never been made the subject of an ex~
act botanical survey ; but, comprehending as it does, hill and dale,
wood, water, and sea-coast, with no small variety of goil and expo-
sure, it no doubt possesses an extansive and interesting . Flora. The
plants of the parish of Banff are, however, confined to the * woody
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14 BANFFSHIRE.,

region,” or % agricultural and upland zones,” (as fixed by Hewett
Watson ;) for no part of it is suﬂ‘iciamly high for Carex rigida ; and
although Corylus aveillana, which is found- in the lower grounds,
ceases in the upper, Calluna vilgaris grows vigorously at the
highest point.  Of the plants observed in the parish, the following
are chiefly worth enumerating :— ddoxa moschatellino, Agrimonia
Eupatorium, Arenaria rubra, Cardamine amara, Gymnadenia co-
-nopsea, Habenaria bifolia, Hyacinthus non-scriptus, Lepidium
Smithii, five or six species of Hypericum, Polygonum viviparum,
Trientalis FEuropea, &ec. Upon the coast in the immediate
neighbourhood of the town, we have Arenaria marina and peploi-
des, Cochlearia officinalis, Glauz maritima, Plantago Coronopus,
with the beautiful Lithospermum maritimum, and the rather rare
Blysmus rufus. To these may be added Pyrethrum maritimum,
for which, indeed, one of. the oldest recorded British stations is
“ rocks at Doun, near Banff, in Scotland.” The most interesting
feature, however, in the Flora of the parish, is undoubtedly Seilla
verna, spring squill, with its fine blue fragrant flowers, which was
discovered in-spring 1835, by Mr George Campbell Smith. The
species has long been known to be frequent in Orkney, Shetland,
and the western parts of Britain, but it was considered very rare
Upon oureastern coasts, and, indeed, was not known to oceur there
until a few years ago. Digitalis purpurea abounds in the parish,
and is used for medical purposes,
Planting.— Duff House park, extending along the river side for
a stretch of above two miles, and, having many rides or paths
branching out into the adjacent country, contains a considerable
extent of ornamental planting ; the south-eastern and western slopes
of the Gallowhill are also partially wooded. A few large ash trees
hear the principal gate of Duff House park are supposed to have
been in existence since the Airly family resided there. .The soil
of the parish (though perhaps not in a high degree adapted for
timber of any sort) permits the growth of every species of forest
tree, particularly larch and Scotch fr. Unfortunately, however,
the greater part of ite surface is directly exposed to the fierce blasts
that sweep over the north sea, so that planting only thrives in
the few localities that afford = little shelter in that direction. Trees
exposed to the north are almost mvariably bare on their northern
side, and bend their branches towards the opposite quarter, as if

‘tuming: away from the fury of their.ruthless enemy
= 4
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IL.—CiviL. HisToRry.

Doctiments.—There is a manuscript, entitled ¢ History of the
Town and Parish of Banff,” written about the end of the last cen-~
tury, by the late William Rose, Esq. of Mountcoffer, a gentieman
noted for his singular acquaintance with the history of landed pro-
perty and proprietors in the north of Scotland. It is now in the
possession of his son, Patrick Rose, Esq. Sheriff-clerk of the coun- ~
ty, who has kindly allowed the use of it to the writers, both of this
| and the former Statistical Account of the parish—into one or other
of which accounts much of its contents have been transferred.

A variety of papers relative to the former circumstances and
¢ransactions of the burgh have also been left by the late William
Reid, Esq. town-clerk : with the use of which the compiler of this
Account has been favoured. A good many of these relate more
exclusively to municipal concerns; the others are chiefly extracts
from Mr Rose’s manuscript, with additional remarks.

Parochial Registers.— The earliest date of the parochial registers
is 1620. The registers are pretty voluminous, and seem to have
all along been kept with regularity.

Surveys, &c.— There does not appear tohave been any survey ever
made of the parish, as a parish. The estates of each of the different
proprietors have been surveyed, but none of them lately, with the ex-
ception of that of Sir Robert Abercromby. There isa six-sheet
map of the counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardine, with parts
of adjoining counties, on the scale of an inch te an English statute
mile, published in 1822 by James Robertson, A. M. F.R. 5. It
has a table of the superficial contents of each parish, and of the
height of the most remarkable hills. It also delineates the vane-
ties of surface, &ec. There is also a four-sheet map of the coun-
ties of Aberdeen and Banff, on a scale of two-thirds of an inch to
a British statute mile, by Alexander Irvine Ross, land-surveyor,
published in 1826. Perhaps there may be other maps.

Transactions.— The history of the parish is rather destitule of
interest. Beyond the various revolutions of property, it presents
few materials for narrative.  Certain of the lands of which it con-
sists, seem anciently to have constituted part of two different thane-
doms—that of Boyne, and that of Mowbray. The thanedom of
Boyne belonged, in the time of Robert Bruce, to. Randolph Earl
of Moray, and subsequently passed to the Ogilvies, & branch of
the family of Deskford. The thanedom of Mowbray (which in«
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16 BANFFSHIRE.

cluded part of Inchdrewer and some adjoining lands,) belonged,
at one time, to the Barclays of Towie. Walter Barclay, of this
family, was sheriff of Banff in 1804. Another part of Inchdrewer
(probably comprehended in the lands of Strathalva) belonged, in
1414, to Alexander Lindsay,’ Earl of Crawford, from whom it
passed to the Ogilvies of Auchterhouse. Margaret Ogilvie (of
this family) inheriting the lands of Strathalva and Doune, married
James Stewart, Earl of Buchan, brother of James IL.; and these
lands were then formed into a new thanedom, called Glendowa-
chie, or the Glen of Dow; * Banff Castle being at the same time
made the messuage of the earldem of Buchan, and thanedom of
Glendowachie. -

The town lands included all that is now called the liberties of
the. burgh, or burgh roods, that is, a tract extending along the
whole sea coast boundary of the parish, and from half a mile to
two miles inland, but excepting outof this the inmediate demesnes
of the castle (which was a constabulary) and the church lands,
The town also possessed the river fishings for an extent of some
miles, except two nets nearest the river mouth, one of which, with
the sea fishing to the east, belonged to the Earl of Buchan, as
helding the thanedom of Glendowachie, the other to the thane
of Boyne. To the town belonged the sea fishing opposite to and
west of, the river mouth as far as the western boundary of the parish.

Priorto the year 1470, the town’s lands and fishingsseem to have
been all enjoyed in a state of common. In that year, in order to de-
fray certain public expenses,t the fishings were let out to individual
burgesses on leases of nineteen years. In 1595, the salmon fish-
ings and the greater part of the lands were (by virtue of a royal

® Thia is the Gaclic word signifying dlack. Dowerane or Doveran is black water
~—atill the name of the river at its spurce, Doune ar Dowan, the name of the estato
on which Macduffis situated, and Dow, or Dawhaugh, on which Duff House stands,
are probably from the same root.

+ * For the infefting and fundanation makkin of & perpetuate chaplainry to sing
in the peel beif of the said burgh (the old churchyard) for oure Sovereigne Lorde
the King snd the Quyne, their predecessors and successors, the founders, for all
Cristione aaullis, for the theicking of the kirk with sclate, and the bigging of the tol-
buthe, and for quhat the burgh has not substance.” James Ogtilvie of Deskford, for
three nets of the water was to pay 1.6, snd  bound to. defend the burgh in their

id and honest quarrelles and freedom of the water, and if masterly vazit, to bring
the fish back fia the vaxars,"” .

On an occasion of leasing the fishings that cccurred in 1551, * & nett of the King's
water and &n aughten part of Urack (name of a particular fishing in the river) were
given to Elizabeth UrJ":u be reserved to Marjory Graatully, ber guddame, beand
widow, for ber life, and the profite of the suchten part to Elisabwitl her edueaiion
and nourishing in less age, and this for curtassie as her father fel} at Pinkie and was
alaje, and when she comes to 12 years to 8 burges reaiding. " Who ‘was the
burgess that was eventually with thiz well endowed helpmate, does not appesr.
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charter obtaired for that special purpose) let out-in perpetity at
a small appual feu-duty, which, howevar, appears to have been the

actual rent at the time.
L.and-owners.—The principal landholders at present are, the

Earl of Fife, Earl of Seafield, and Sir Robert Abereromby of Birk-
enbog, grandson, by the mother’s side, of the last Lord Banff.

To a comparatively late period, the town-seems to have been a
very insignificant place, little more than a fishing village, an ap-
pendage to the monastery and castle. The streets were not paved
before 1551 ; and, at the beginning of the sueceeding century, few
houses besides Lord Airlie’s, Lord Banfi”s, and the Laird of Auch-
medden’s houses, were slated. The harbour was formerly within

the river.*
Historical Events.—The town has never been comfected with any

historical event of importance, but some visitations to which 1t was
subjected in the troublous times of old, have nodoubt been reckoned
of sufficient importance by the inhabitants. Spelding relatesthat, in
March or April 1644, There went down to Banff the lairds of
Gight, Newtown, and Ardlogie, with a party of forty horse and mus~
ketoers, brave gentlemen. They took in the town, without contradie-
tion, meddled with the keys of the tolbooth, took free quarters, and
plundered all the arms they could get, buff-cests, pikes, swords,
carabines, pistols, yea, and money also. They took frae Alexan-

* The following effort of * the vision and the faculty divine,” is the preduction off
no less famous aperson than Dr Arthur Johnatoun, befing one of his “ Eplgrams spos
severall of the Royall burghs in this kirgdom ; as moy be found in his poems LY
af Middie-Burgh, 1842. Tronslated into English by 1. B.” (elsewhere more fully
denigned, * Mr Jobn Bardlay, person of Cyuden,.”

Baurr near the Oceas doth thy self confens
In Bulk then T'rica, or Hypmpe lews :
Yot art acknowhedg'd by the nolghbourieg fonds
To be their Reégont and the Boyxs comamands :
Wor corner nor pastures wanting are to thee,
Nor stetely- shipr which do lanch forth to sew.
Thou art adorned by a femple-great..
And by the Muaer and Asirea’s Seol.
A place is near which was a fold wiill
Our arczators did raise it to an hill,
Hither' the sos ficws up to DNveron’s fleod,
A susile nlso om it stood,
A warlick firt, its rubliish yet appears,
The sost’s consum’d by Hima, b all things waars.
‘[he bullding: which joya to the mercat-place,

- “The Puoriam pillars which uphold them graee :
Stroug Far dcfemce and spweions 10 the sighl,

A verfuous doth inhabite thae,
And thia, _AMIW.NFIIHMH
BANFY. B
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18 BANFFSHIRE.

der Winchester, one of the baillies, 700 merks, whilk he had as
one of the collectors of the taxations and loan-silver of Banff ; and
siklike took frae him 400 merks of his own gear; and frae
Shand in Down, they plundered some monies. They caused their
baillies (for Dr Douglas, their provost, had fled,) and townsmen,
subscribe and swear the band, denying the last covenant, and ob-
liging them to follow the king and his deputies, in his service, as
ve have before. 'They took also frae George Geddes, another of
the said four collectors, 500 merks of taxation and loan -silver ; and
Gight keeped all the monies.”

The upshot of this transaction, so far as ** Gight” was concern-
ed, is told in the following words: from which we gather that the
good laird’s purposes had been sorely misinterpreted by a censo-
rious world. It is to be feared that even Baillie Winchester him-
self may have been vexed with some ungenerous suspicions.

¢ Now the parliament goes on against Sir George Gordon of

Gight, and John Gordon, his brother, who was also had over with
him to Edinburgh. He is accused upen divers matters, but de-
nies all ; he is accused upon the plundering of Banff, whilk he de-
nied, except some monies he received in borrowing upon promise of
restitution. It 1s referred to his oath; he depones conform, and
subscribes his deposition ; they eraftily summoned over witnesses
out of Banff, to prove him perjured, and thereby guilty of death ;
at last his process is continued to the 8th of January 1645, that
the parliament should sit down, through whilk delay he escaped
prison.”
" In 1645 the Marquis of Montrose seems to have bethought
kimself of negotiating a loan among the capitalists of Banfi—
doubtless on the same sort of terms, as to interest and security, as
erewhile in use with that eminent financier the laird of Gight.

¢ Thereafter he marches to Banff, plunders the same pitifully,
no merchant’s goods nor gear left; they saw no man on the street
but was stripped naked to the skin. Some two or three worthless
houses were burnt, but no blood shed, and so they left Banff.”*

The wisitation of the laird of Gight and the other ¢ brave gen-
tlemen” seems to have been mere child’s play to this. There
is yet extant a * humble supplication of the distresst burgh of
Banff,” made ¢ Unto the Honourable and High Court of Parlia-
ment,” in 1647, and which “ Humbly sheweth—That for our zea-

lous affectien, adherence, and concurrence to the covenant, and

* Spalding.
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BANFF. -9

extending our utmost powers for prosecuting the ends of that
same, we have not only spent ane great part of our means in keep~
ing of the dyets that were ever in the north, as we were desyrit
be those who were authorized to require us yearly, but likewise at
last our haill means, hoth horses, nolt, cloaths, corn, and merchant
guids with our buiths, none whereof having been gotten removit,
were all spolizit and away taken be James Graham, and his most
cruel, unnatural, and merciless associates, in the month of March
1645—our plenishing of timber all burnt, with some of the houses
in our toun, so that nothing was left unto us except the bare walls
of the houses ; and thereafter, when we were in smail and mean con-
dition, we were striving to live thereafter be the assistance of our
well affected friends and countrymen, there did still fall upon us,
ever as they had occasion to be in the country, and never was we
free either of them, in special the name of Gordon Harthill, Lod-
wick Lindsay, or Captain Mortimer, or otherways we were not
free of our awn forces, the one coming in upon us, as the others
were removit, even untill this day, asis notourly known, &e.”—* So
that now our condition is so miserable that we have nothing where-
by either to labour our land, or use our trade, and dare not any of
us frequent or haunt any burgess by reason of our debts restand
be us for the guids that were taken from us, for fear of the ward-
ing of our persons.”’—* And now our kirk, tolbuith, scholl, ferry-
boat, and all being demolisht and broken doun, we have no kind
of subsistence neither for ourselfs to live, neither to repair these
common works.” The supplication, after stating that the burgh bad
debts of nearly 9000 merks, adds—* All the haill foresaid sums
having been spent upon commissers to the General Assemblies
and Parliaments for outering of our proportion of our levies to
England, and for the expenses of mayn guards and watches when
General- Major Middleton, Lieutenant-Colonel Hew Montgomery,
Lieutenant-Colonel John Home, Colonel Robert Montgomery,
and Lockhart, and the foot regiments belonging to the. Earl
of Lowthean, and Lairds of Lawers and Buchanan, were at seves
ral occasions quartered in our town, and sundry sums of money
taken from us be several officers, to hold us free of quartering. of
horses when our corns were growing on the ground, being even
threatned whether they had orders or not, with plundering of our
houses, and destroying of our cornes.” In the concluding peti-
tion for relief, a shrewd hint is given how to lay the saddle on the
right horse, thus: ¢ And that your Honours will give us warrant
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20 BANFFSHIRE.

from thie Parliament to be reparit thereof out of the first end of
any sums shall be exactit, either be fineing or borrowing, from any
of these within our awn schyre, or about our awn toun, who have
been actually airt and part, or personally assistant to the away
taking of our said means, or any part thereof, in this bygan tyme,
and quha one or all of them are partly lying in our toun in a worse
disposition nor ever they were of before.” The copy is indorsed
¢ Supplicatione, Toun of Banfl' Bodies 1647.” The petitioners
‘obtained a grant of their own excise as a means of relief.

The Duke of Cumberland’s troops passed through Bauff on the
10th November 1746, on their way to Culloden. The only ex-
ploits by which they signalized their visit were, the destruction of
the Episcopal chapel, and the execution, or rather murder, of a
poor man named Alexander Kinnaird, (from Culvie, in the parish
of Marnech.) Being found with a stick notched, or seen notch-
ing it, in a way supposed to take account of the boats passing the
river with troops, :he was taken for a spy, and immediately hanged
on a tree, near the site of the present chief hotel.*

The last warlike visitation that befel the town was in the year
1759, when Thurot, a French commodore, appeared off the coast,
with intentions which were at once conjectured to bode no aug-
mentation of the common good. The Provost, wisely considering
this an emergency in which the united wisdom of the community
shopld be called to exercise itself in the most solemn mode knewn
or in use, forthwith convened a head court of the burgh. Here,
however, dumb consternation was found to prevail-—every one look-
ing unutterable things on his neighbour. Luckily, in this prostra-
tion of the faculties of the * whole heritors, feuars, burgesses, and
cther inhabitants liable to stent and taxation,” who composed the
eourt, there was one person capable of forming a determination,
and this, as became his high dignity, was the Provest. His opi-
nion being anxiously called for, was given with instant promptitude
in favour of—running away !'—A somewhat less decisive courss,
however, found favour in the eyes of one of the bailies, namely,
that an endsavour sheuld be made to compound with the foe for a
certain sum; but te this the Provost objected, that, as such a sum

* A friend of the compiler’s, who had lately occasion to inspect the town's records,
es remarked it s & curicus cireametance, that there is not a syllahls to be found in
them which could indicate that the country waa not, at that period, im a state of the

most p‘m{h*u_nd ﬂtfn; and shrewdly conjectures, that the magistrates had, with the
eharacteristic-caution of the nxtion, purposely swided committing themselves by any

writien e:c{:rﬁailm of apivion, which might stand in the way of their Joining the party

that shrould evemtually prevail,
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as would be accepted could not be immediately ‘raised, hostages
would inevitably be required—and who was to be thought worthy
of this distinction? This difficulty appeared to the court a mere
bagatelle. The Provost’—was at once shouted from all quarters ;
to the chief-magistrate, as of right, the henour in question was
tendered by acclamation ; but, by that dignitary, most resclutely
declined, and cordially offered to the bailie, out of whose proposal
the occasion for conferring it had originated.  Luckily in the
course of the deliberations, or at least before the enemy had op-
portunity to secure any contributions, a means of deliverance more
effectual than any which burghal wisdom had succeeded in devis-
ing, arose in the shape of a severe storm, which compelled the
marauder to take his departure, leaving his anchors hehind him
for a memorandum,——some of which, it is said, were lately found.
Subsequently to this, the idea seems to have occurred, that a few
eighteen and twenty-four pound guns, planted on the heights above
the harbour, might facilitate any negociations, for which occasion
might chance to arise, with visitors of this description ; and accord-
ingly the town expended the sum of L. 400 (for the interest of
which, by the way, we are assessed to this day,) in constructing a
battery, gups being furnished by government, and certain of the
citizens trained to work them. The battery was dismaunted of
its guns at the peace; and we have perhaps reason to reckon ours
selves as safe without an enemy as with our guns _
Persons of note~-Only two persons of any note have been con-
nected with this parish ; and their respective histories present some
curious points of contrast and resemblance. ,
James Sharp, the famous Archbishop of St Andrews, was
born in Banff Castle in May 1613. s father (som of David
Sharp, a merchant ip Aberdeen,) was Sheriff-clerk of Banfi-
shire ; his mother a daughter of the laird of Kininvie. He studied
at Aberdeen, and gave early proofs of superior talents. He
afterwards visited the English universities, where he formed an
acquaintance with several eminent diyines. After his education
was completed, he was; by the interest of the Earl of Rothes, to
whom he was related, elected a Professor of Philosephy in St Ao+
drews. He was, at & subsequent period, appointed Frofessor of
Divinity in the same University ; and was also, at one time, minis
ster of Craill, in Fifeshire, an office which he is said to have dis,
charged with diligence, fidelity, and kindness, In the course of
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22 BANFFSHIRE.

the religious and political disputes of his times, he was sent on a
mission to Oliver Cromwell, which be executed with such appa-
rent skill as to draw from the shrewd Protector the remark, that
‘“ this gentleman might well, according to a Scottish phrase, be de-
nominated Sharp of that Ik.” The succeeding events and tragi-
cal termination of his life are matter of general history., A letter
from his son Sir William Sharp of Stonyhill, to Sir James Baird at
Banfl, deseribing the circumstances of the archbishop’s murder,
will be found in the former Statistical Account, Volume xx.
p. 373.

James Macpherson was an illegitimate branch of the family of
Invereshie in Inverness-shire. His mother was a gipsy. He was
reared at his father’s house until the death of the latter, when he
was taken under his mother’s charge, and acquired the habits and
pursuits of the race to which she belonged. He was remarkable
not only for strength and beauty of person, but for the degree of
talent which he displayed for certain mental accomplishments, for
the cultivation of which his mode of life might seem to have af-
forded little opportunity. I am not aware that any of his poetical
productions are known to exist except his Lament; but he seems
to have been celebrated, during his lifetime, for his skill on the
violin. It is said, too, that his conduct often afforded evidence
of his being imbued with those feelings of generosity and pity which
the fine arts are supposed to generate ; and it does not appear that
any cruel or atrocious act was ever laid to his charge. After se-
veral escapes from justice, to which he had made himself obnoxious
by his lawless habits, he was eventually apprehended by the Laird
of Braco and some of his followers at a Keith market: Braco him.
self being the first to seize upon him. So desperate, however, is
said to have been his resistance, aided by one Peter Roy, that it
was only by blankets being thrown over his head from the windows
above, that his numerous assailants could obtain any advantage
over him. He was thus compelled to fly; and seeking fo reach
the gable of the church, parrying the attack of his enemies by the
way, he fell over a grave-stone, when he was secured, and lodged
in the jail of Banff. His sword is yet in the possession of Lord
Fife (Braco’s descendant,) at Duff House, and is a weapon of such
weight as only a most powerful man could wield. “M*Phersof
was brought to trial along with James Gordon and Peter and
Donald Brown, before the Sheriff of Banff, on the 7th November
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1700. A claim was put in on behalf of the Laird of Grant {for re-
pledging the two Browns, as being his vassals, and subject to bis
jurisdiction ; and on this claim, and on some preliminary objec-
tions urged by the prisoners’ counsel, an argument ensued of con-
siderable length, and apparently by no means wanting in legal
knowledge or acufeness. In an interlocutor, the Sheriff ¢ sustains
himself judge, notwithstanding the offer to repledge, in respect to
the answer thereto, as being knoune habit and repute wagabonds,
soroners, and Egiptians; and repellsall the rest ofthe defences and
replyes, in respect of the answer, (except that of robberie, which
he does not sustain himself judge in ;) and finds the libel reievant
as to the rest of the articles, of being knoune habit and repute
to be Egiptians and wagabonds, and keeping ye mercats in yr
ordinarie manner of thieving and purse-cutting, or guiltie of the
rest of the crimes of theft, and masterfull bangstree and oppres-
sion, to infer the punishment lybelled, and admitts the same to the
knowledge of ane assyze.” After the jury were impannelled *“the
Sheriff” (so it is in the record) *‘ ordains the pannels for the sa-
tisfaction of the assizers to rehearse the Lord’s prayer,” &e.~~but
it is not stated how far the prisoners either did or could afford this
¢scatisfaction.” 'T'wenty-one witnesses were then examined, four-
teen of whom were able to sign their depositions, Most. of them
depone, that the pannels were habit and repute Egyptians, and that
these Egyptians went about armed in bands; some adding, that
they spoke a language which the deponents did not understand,
and * which was not Irish.” But otherwise few well-defined or
very serious charges appear in evidence against the accused indi-
vidually.* The evidence being heard, the jury, of which James

* Aga presenting & curioua picture of the manners of the time and district, I bave
thought it worth while to transeribe all the material parts of the evidence, ** The
assisers craving Mr John Seot, minister at Diple, to be examined u what wes con-
tained in the %ibﬁ]], and that yr were payt offered him for what skaith he sustained
in manner libelled, deponed, that at S5t Ruflus fair wes a year yr wes 40 libs stolne
from him, snd he guing in pursuit of the taker yrof at Couper Milne's tent, be wes
interrupted by Peter Brown, who took him by the breast, while the woman who tooke
the money threw herself on ber face on the floor, and (as he heard) delivered $o the

. woman yt keeped the tent ane black purse such as his wes, and which may be yet
proven,  But immedistely yrafier Peter Broune, knowing the mooey wes couy
of, eame civilie and craved pardon, and offered the woman should be dackered, and
made & sham kind of dackering after the money wes gone, and yt this day James
Grant of Elcheis offered repayt of the 40 liba if heshould not appear agt Pater Broune
at thia tyme ; and this is truth ss he shall aner. to God. {Signed). Jonx Scorr.

« Compeared John Shand in Maislie, aged 40 or yrby, married, purged st supra,
and interrogat, deponed, that at St Huffus fair wes nyne years, yr came three wonen'
and took possne of his kill, and be being at work be sent word to his wife to put ym
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Gorden of Ardmellie wn&.ehamllér, gave in a verdict finding the
pannels to be “ fylled, culpable, and convick” of the crimes lybal-

off, but they would not, and told that Peter Broune wes coming to take up guarters
with theoa, atid that he catme aAnd stayed yr with bia company for s menth, snd took
nothing but peats from him, and yt yr wes sixteen of them in number, snd that Peter
Broune went sometymes to Elchies and played on the viol ; and deponed that they
eoft milk and cheese with yr oune money, and no more but ane leg of mutton, which
his wife saw thern buy, sod knowes not yt M‘Pherson wis yr, but yt he wes ane
night in his house at yt tyme, and drank with the rest and danced sll night, and de-
ponies, that the deor wes made open, but knowes not what way, siid depones that they
ware sometimes in Jockddayes, in kills, but knowes not how many of them were yr,
nor how long they stayed. ﬁigﬂ&d) Joun Smawo.”
Lachlan M*Fherson, in Delmanny, deponos—+* That he was pnt when the chest

¥ was seniled; but the seals wes not rufled, but he beard that they had tken out the
back of the chest, and put it in again. " 4heard Isobal Gall (one of the gipsies) would
bave boen sent IIE"I-HI.F comerweel londene with meney.”

- ( This deposition, and some parts of the others, cannot be fully understood for want

= pfthe in#Meveeent, whiok s lost. )

Patrick Reid, tacksman of the exoise, © On the Tth of Septer 1698, he happened to
be at Keith, and saw about the number of twenty-seavene men in armes, with a piper,
and, as ire treard, Peter Hroune was on the hesd of them, and MPherson on the rier,
it being oo the Saturday after Bt Ruffus fair, and now depones he knew Peter Broune
wes on yr I:Elll, and that James Robertson told him that they were these called the

Jobn Fraserin Cuperhill—* One day they (the Egyptians) being in Heith, and as
they went home to Hillockbead, yr came a boy to bim, and told him that his cott
was broken, so he went up to see, and fand it was so0, and after telling of his sheep be
mised opwy 30 the next morning & woman neer by told him that the Egiptians bed
taken hls sheep, and be went wnd dackered yr housa, and could not find it, but saw
some holes yrin that did not look weel, and after direst inguirie he went to thocorna
yard, and yr found some of the Egiptians with bloodie pocks, his spainiall dog being
with him, found the intrails of the wadder near to that place, in ane muir; at last
Alexr, Phyn of Achanasie, under whom they resided at yt time, caroe to the said John
Fraser, and comuned with him anent payt. of his wed-far. and did accordinglic pay
him for ibe samic; or st least promised, and further told hima that he bad granted the
fevour of yt house to Patrick Broune, and declaired unleas he were payed they should
not reside any longer in yt place, but declares that he did not see any of the pannals
yr; and thas is trath, &a™

Archbald Grent in Maynes of Achluncart,—* Some Brounes and oyrs came and
took possne of some pairt of Auchloneart, and that ha dis them, and that
he heard a rumor of Patrick Hroune'’s having Orton’s cloak, and that yr wes & man
in Achiuncart that had s bile, whom M‘Pherbon took in hand to cure; and took away
twa mairs from the mag, and pretended yr was a paction betwixt the man and him,
abid keeped one of the mairs, and the deponent tock the oyr from him.”

George Ogitvie in Keith,—* hes sen boyes in tercats yt were oslled yr ser-
vants. " :

William ¥tobertaon-—¢ swd about twelive men with a pyper, come into Kelth as 8¢
Raoffus fhir wes two yoar, whereo! the pannals were s pairt,"—" and sdrat M*Pherson
carte td hls house and wpilt bis ale, and sobbed the bed meking the deponest, and that
ba wes foroeil 1o file to Kinminintis's, who is one of the asyysers, who knowes the truth,
for refuge, for wherm Xinminiotie purcheied a protectione from wy Lord Bealleld,
and s warrand to spprebend M<Pherson.”

Patrick Grant in’ Soter Croft— hey seen ordinarily 5 or 6 men in armes,
wherend' Peter Broune sod MiPherson were & pairt™—> hes soen boys ‘with
thsen, yt were 0 be 37 purte-ciiiers"—" snd that the pennalls sre mid to be

e YT §
of mals and that be thut Edintore gott his money again, aod that oon.
trair to bl desire James M Phorson ook posmie of his chamber, snd wias forced to

put oyrs st of yr voom for them.™
"Peter Punwan In Plelorg—.™ that be bingght a white plaid xnd  payed yrior, snd
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lod—whereupon the Shenfl pronouncéd the following sentence:
«For sae meikleasyou, James M<Pherson and Jaines Grordon; panw
nals, ase found guilty, by ane verdict of ane assyse, to be knoune,
holden and repute, to be Egiptians and vagabonds, and oppressors
of his matie’s free lieges, in ane bangstrie manner, and going up
and doune the country armed, and keeping the mercats In ane
hostile manner ; and that you are thieves, and receptors of thieves,
and that you are of pessima foma : Therefore, the Shireff-depute
of Banff, and I, in his name, adjudges and decernes you, the ads
James M‘Pherson and James Gordon to be taken to the cross of
Bauff, from the tolbooth yrof, where you now lye, and yr upon ane
gibbet to be erected, to be hanged by the*neck to the death, by
the hand of the comone executioner, upon Friday nixt, being the
16 Nover instant, being a publick weeklie mercat-day, betwixt the
houres of two and three in the afternoon, and, in the meantyme, de-
clairs their haill movele goods and gear to be escheat and inbrought
to the fiscall, for his matie’s interest ; and recomends this sentence
to be seen put in executioune by the magistrats of Banff.
( Sigmed) Nicovas DUNBAE.

¢ And farther, the Sheriff-depute ordains ye three young rogues,
now in prison, that this day yr ears be cropt, publiclie scourged throw
the toune of Banff, and burnt upon the cheek by the executioner,
and banished this shyre for ever, under paine of death.

(Signed) ¢ NicoLas DusBAr.”

(wo of Jamea M+Pherson's men came to his house and broke up his pantry door and
took out the plaide, and James M¢Pherson came yrafter, and said that his house was
broken, and alledged the deponent bad his goods, and threatesed to carvy him to the
toune of Elgin, and to put bim in the Pitt yr, and a while yrafter he came and took
tbe deponent and carried him s good piece from bis house, and then let him gos."
Alexander Young in Whiteley— that he was informed that James M*Pherson and
Jonathan Grant stole his ozen with some oyrs, which he sould prove if be were puit
4o it, and that James Robérton in the Mayomn of Alanluy did search after the oxen,
apd that James M Pherson threstened them for alledging that he wes one of the
gtealiers, and came to his house with Peter Broune and sevrall oyrs of yr number,
till they forced Jaraes Robertson to give them ten dollars, which the depoment. de-
claira James Hoberison wes craiving from bim as being injured upen his account,
and that Peter Broune and Yames M‘Pherson offered to — (word tmloown,)
mﬁmﬁrmmm?{dﬂhrm“ _ A o o
omas —————in Jocksleys—¢ that the Egyptians took possesne r kill in
Jockaleys, L'h;y being whiles of men and wamm“nhum 24 in number, and Feter
Broune mduamez J:Ph':‘lm oA mﬂeﬁma yr, and nlso Ponald Broune.”
Thomas ne in Jockaleys—* that the Egyptians, smon ‘whom' were the a
nels, took posne of bis house, and stole his mdtﬂﬂ,:ﬁdthtwrh‘r
were tweitie b number, and stayed 3 or 4 days yr at one tyme, and foroed his neigh-
bors to give them soine fire weshells.” :
Jobn Sellar in Jocksleys—* that the pasnals took ane kill st yr oune hand, md
that they feared yr wornen, and that they were semed, and that they took yr kaill,
and missed sheep after shéy were gone,” Ke. ' :
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The most extraordinary part of the transaction is, that the guilt
or innocence of the * three young rogues” seems to have been
thought a matter not worth inquiring about. There is no appear-
ance whatever of their having been named in the indictment, or
produced in court, or of any endeavour to identify them or charge
them with a crime.. The mere fact of their being in prison, the
good Sheriff seems to have thought “ relevant to infer the pains
of law.” Very possibly, however, the ¢ young rogues” may have
got substantial, though not formal, justice.

The two Browns were sentenced, on the 21st February follow-
ing, to be hanged on the 2d April. It appears, however, that
M<Pherson alone of the four was executed. Probably Gordon was
pardoned. The Browns are thought to have escaped. M*Pher-
son performed at the foot of the gallows, the * Rant” and Pibroch
of his own composition, and then made offer of his violin to any
one who would receive it as a remembrance of him. The gnfi
being declined, he broke the violin, and threw the fragments into
the grave prepared for his body.

‘The story of M*Pherson’s being executed before the time spe-
cified in the sentence, in order to prevent his being benefited by an
expected reprieve, is discredited.®

Antiquities.—The parish is almost wholly destitute of any re-
mains of antiquity. Two cells of the Carmelite monastery (men-
tioned as existing at the time of the last Statistical Account) have
for several years been removed, and given place to modern houses.
Not far from the site of these, a small vaulted chamber, supposed
to have been a sleeping cell, now affords accommodation to the
boiler of a steam-engine employed at the foundery. Some arches,
apparently parts of similar cells, yet exist behind the inn called the
Royal Qak; and persons alive till a late period remembered of
there having been a continuous line of such cells between the two

ints now indicated. This range of cells seems to have terminat-
ed the buildings of the monastery to the east, unless that an hos-
pital, of which there is a tradition as existing about the site of the

* Very little tradition of M‘Pherson remaina in this the scene of his desth, Se.
varal of the above particulars I owe to a notice in the New Monthly Magazine, Vol.
iy and & sote to * M+Pherson's Lament” in the Ettrick Shepherd's edition of Burna,
One very old man informs me of being told by his grandfather, who was one of the

ds at M*Fherson’s execution, that the verses commonly circulated as spoken by
iPlherscn on that cocasion were really those utiered h{ him. A few of them that
wwra. repeated by my infermant, corresponded most (if I rightly recolleet) with the
first st given by the Ettrick Shepherd...=The execution took place on the Gatlowhill,
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present bede-house, may have formed one of its appurtenances.
The yards or garden grounds of the monastery, with its chapels
and other dependencies, are supposed to have extended beyend the
present southern limits of the town, and as far as the small rem-
nants of the  Lodging” of the Earl of Airly in Duff House kit~
chen garden.

The precise time when this religious house was first established
here is uncertain. It is supposed, on what authority 1 know not,
to have been as early as the time of Malcolm the Maiden, or even
of Malecolm Canmore. The charter granted by Robert Bruce
evidently implies that it had existed before, probably long before,
the date of that instrument, since it goes merely to confirm ¢ 1eo,
beatse Mariee virgini, et religiosis viris Fratribus de Monte Car-
mele, capellam beatze Marize juxta villam de Banff, una cum solo
ad eandem capellam pertinente, ad wdificandum ibidem Eeclesiam
ot aliis domos sui ordinis, et ad inhabitandum dom. locum cum fra-
tribus ejusdem ordinis, prout a summa pontifice eiisdem fratribus
specialiter est concessum ; preeterea damus et concedimus hac pre-
senti cartf nostra confirmationis, fratribus ibidem deo servienti-
bus, et servituris, illam davatam terrze cum pertinentiis quee ad
dictam capellam ante presentem collationem nostram pertinere so-
lebat, ad inveniendum panem vinum et ceram ad cultum domin:
ibidem devotius exercendum.”

It is not perfectly clear whether the chapel of the blessed Mary
here mentioned was one on the present site of Lord Fife's mau-
soleum, or the old church (formerly called St Mary’s) on the bury-
ing ground of the town, but more probably the latter. :

At the time of the Reformation, it is well known that many of
the religious houses, foreseeing the difficulty of preserving their
possessions, adopted the plan of feuning them outat a low considera~
tion to powerful laymen; and a ready chapman of this description
seems to have presented himself to the Carmelite brethren in the
person of Sir Walter Ogilvie of Dunlugas,—an individual who ap-
pears to have been gifted with a rare turn for the acquisition of
property.®* In a charter dated 1544, the friars make over to Sir
Walter the Dawhaugh and its pertinents, but reserve a certain
space of ground (adjoining the site of Lord Fifes mausoleum,)

* Iis tombstone, built into the old church wall, is one of the oldest monurends in

tha ¢hurchyard. The wonder is, that he did not contrive to getall the churchyard
to himaself, .
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sud the grant makes no mention of, and canvot be supposed to
comprehend, the houses and gardens of the monastery in the town.
Sir Walter, however, appears to have subsequently become pos-
sessed of the whole, at least there is evidence of his descendants
being soon after in possession; and these continued to hold the
yards till a late period, parts of which, indeed, are still held by
them, either in possession or as superiors.® Through these yards
was formed, about the year 1770, the street called Bridge Street,
now one of the principal thoroughfares of the town. The rest of
the Carmelite lands, extending southward from the town, were suc-
cessively conveyed (in 1630) to Lord Airly, and (in 1690) to Lord
Fife. The superiority and feu-duties, which, in the year 1617,
had been gifted by James VL to King’s College, Aberdeen, were
also bought up, in 1752, by Lord Fife. ,

A few very old persons can yet remember some large massy
ruins, standing on the space now occupied by the plainstones, cal-
led the Towers. These have probably been originally a part of
the monastery, but are known to have been latterly a residence of
the Lords Banff. In some old rights this building is styled a pa-
lace—a distinction it is supposed to have acquired in consequence
of having been the temporary abode of certain of the Scottish kings,
who, as appears from the date of some old charters, had visited the
town. This building was demolished by General Monro, in August
1640, as is thus related in the History of the Gordons, ( Vol. ii.
p. 339,) “ Monro having marched to Bamff, {as said is, ) encamp-
ed in Sir George Ogilvy, (afterward created by the King, Lord
Bamff,) his garden, inclosed with excellent stone-walls, and plant-
ed with the best fruit-trees then could be had. All of which they
immediately hewed down, not leaving one fruit-tree, or barren,
young or old, standing; and they dug up all the hedges by the
moot. They entirely demolished his house there, one of the state-
liest and finest in the north, and carried away all the timber and
iron work in. it, leaving nothing standing but the ruinous walls,
When this barbarous act was told the King (’tis reported) he said,
ss for the house, it mattered not much, money could build it up
agran in.:a short time ; but it was a cruel thing to destroy the gar-
den, which many years could not repair.” Spelding also speaks

"% The Magistrates of Ban® pay a fou-duty for the site of the town.house o this
day, :

o The University of Edinburgh
o’ - The University of Glusgow



BANFF. 29

of the destruction of “the pleasant planting and fruitful young
trees bravely growing within the laird of Banf’s orchard and gar-
dens,” and of his * stately house of Banfl,” as < pitiful to see I
The gardens were the yards of the monastery, already mentioned.

The lands on which the sea-town now stands belonged to the
chapel of the Holy Rood. This chapel is supposed to have stood
on the Rose Crag (towards the present northern extremity of. the
castle-grounds ;) another supposition is, thatit was on the site of
the old churth.®* 'The lands of this chaplainry were, in the year
1552, feued in perpetuity, by certain bailies and burgesses acting
as commissioners of the town, with the consent of Mre James Cur-
rer or Currier, chaplain of the Holy Rood, to Sir Waiter Ogilvy,
then provost, for payment of forty shillings yearly to the chaplain.
The moving causes for this conveyance are stated to be * ob aug-
mentationem reatalis dietee capellanize Sancti Crucis de Banff pro
perpetua sustentatione capellani ejusdem omni tempore affuture
fien. ob divini cnltus venerationem et exhibitionem et ad extir-
pandam heresim tamdiu eminentem ut omnis prorsum earum am-
biguitas et recidat. quod fieri non poterit nisi interves
niente et propitio magno dei numine et cum proximorum
procerum ac primatum orthodoxam fidem tenen. et servan, ac pre-
cipue auxilio et defensione nobilis viri Walteri Ogilvie de Dunlu-
gas, militis et prepositi nostri burgi de Banff, de nobis semper bene
meriti, hinc igitur dedisse,” &c. T'wo of the commissioners eould
not sign their names to the deed. From Sir Waiter Ogilvie the
lands were conveyed, along with the Carmelite lands, to the Laird
of Braco; and, by him, in exchange for some lands near Duff
House, to the town of Banff, to which they now afford a feu-duty.

Another chapel (dedicated to St Thomas the Apostle) is sups
posed to have stood somewhere between the sites of the present
parish churchand St Andrew’s Chapel. Names still existing, St Ni-
nian’s, St Catberine’s, &c. evince the once consecrated character
of various localities in the town.

It is known that the Knights-Templars anciently held property
in the burgh, and a house is still remembered {standing in the wa-
ter-path, at the south corner of the lane passing between it and
the Castle Street,) which bore the iron cross, the umal token by

* All existing netices regarding the chaphiory of the Hﬂr RBood, and that on the

wite of the old church { whether the same, or different, or how endowed ) are confused
and obscure.

0 The University of Edinlkirgh
Thee University of Glasgow



30 BANFFSHIRE.

which the fraternity marked their possessions. A short distance from
the town is a place called Spittal mire, supposed a corruption of Aos-
pital mire, perhaps from a house of that description belonging to the
templars. It appears that when, on the abolition of the order of
Krights St John, whosucceeded the templars, their possessions were
erected into a lordship in favour of Sir James Sandilands in 1563,
many parts of these possessions were found to be so much scatter-
ed, and let for such insignificant rents or feu-duties, as not to be
worth the attention of the new proprietors ; and, in this way, pro-
bably, the possessions of the ftemplars in this town have passed
at length into common burgage tenures.

All that now remains of the ancient castle is a part of the outer
wall and of the ditch. The house where Archbishop Sharp was
born was pulled down about twenty years age. One or two pieces
of lettered freestone taken from it have been built into the church-
yard wall, at the burial-ground of the Sharp family.

The castle was a constabulary or lodging for the King when
visiting this part of his dominions, and where he, or, in his ab-
sence, the thane, or constable, or sheriff administered justice.

These officers being named by the King, and moveable at pleasure, |

the castle seems always to have been public or royal property,
until the Earl of Buchan, (who married, as formerly mentioned,
Margaret Ogilvieof Auchterhouse,) was appointed hereditary thane
or constable. From the Buchan family, the castle was conveyed
to Robert Sharp, sheriff-clerk of Banff, elder brother of the famous
archbishop, (the father, William Sharp, having had it before in
feu.) The archbishop was murdered in 1679, and after Robert’s
death the castle descended to his brother’s son, Sir William Sharp
of Stonyhill, who resigned it to Leslie of Kininvie, from whom it
passed to the Earl of Findlater *—whose heir, Lord Seafield, still
holds it. Lord Seafield, it may be noted, was descended from
the family of Auchterhouse, who formerly held the Castle.

The old Castle of Inchdrewer, supposed to have been built
about the time of James IV. or V., is still so entire as to be ha-
bitable by the family of a tenant of Sir Robert Abercromby’s. ' Its
appearance possesses no peculiar feature of interest, and the only
incident connected with it is the death of a Lord Banff who was
burned in the year 1713, under some circumstances not very well
explained. It is said that, having embraced the Roman Catholic

* Theoffide of Sheriff was resigned by the Earl of Buchan to Baird of Auchmed-
den, and by him to Lord Findlater, who held it till the abolition of heritable juris-
3

dictions
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religion, he had gone for some time to Ireland, engaged proba-
bly in some of the intrigues then carrying on in bebalf of the Pre=
tender; and it was suspected that the persons in whose charge he
had left the Castle, having pillaged some of his valuable property,
murdered him immediately after his return, and set his apartment
on fire, for the sake of concealment. By some, it seems, the event
was viewed as a judgment on his apostacy, and particularly with
regard to some threats used by him, of burning the Protestants.
This event might well have entitled the old castie to be haunted;
but I have never heard that it enjoys that reputation.
A vaulted aisle of the old church still remains in the church-
yard, and is a burying-place of the family of Lord Banff. '
Adjoining Lord Fife’s mausoleum is a very curious ancient monu-
meut, on which is represented the figure of an armed warrior recum-
bent, with the inscription, ¢ Hic jacet Johapes Duf, de Maldavat et
Baldavi, obiit 2 Julii 1404,” &c. This monument, with the ashes of
the deceased (an ancestor of Lord Fife,) was brought from Cullen.
Some years ago, in levelling a small hillock on Provest Came-

' yon's farm of Poddocklaw, a stone coffin or case was found, inclos-
| ing avase of baked earth, in which were some ashes and fragments
| of bones. In a tumulus dug into on a neighbouring farm, several
. of such vases were found, placed on a sort of stone bench, sup-

ported on blocks. On this bench some of the vases were Invert-
ed, others had a flat stone on the top, the whele being covered
over with earth. . :
Within a few years also, in the course of digging the foundation
of a new house on the kigh shore, at the foot of the Castlehill, a
vessel wag found containing a quantity of silver coins, They are
about the size of sixpence, but very thin and greatly defaced, and
covered with a green rust. Six of these coins (which the writer
has seen) are in the possession of J. A. Cameron, Esq. Solicitor,
__other six are in the museum of the Banff Institution. Of these
coins one only presents a crowned head in profile, and the name
Alexander is traceable round the edge. The obverse is quartered,
in each quartering a star, and, around, Rex Scoforum is pretty vi-
sible. 'The other eleven are ascertained to be .of the coinage of
Edward 1I. of England. . e iy
- In a small plantation of Lord Fife’s on the Gallow-hill is a tu-
mulus, having some appearance of being an ancient sepulchre ; but
it bag never been opened. . : .
Modern Buildings.—1In - the list of .modem buildings, the first,
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or rather the only one, as a piece of architecture, deserving men-
tion, is Duff House, the splendid mansion of the Earl of Fife,—
splendid as it is, still more so if the design were completed. It was
built eighty or ninety years ago by William Lord Braco, after a
design by Adams, the first of the celebrated architects of that
name, at an expense of about L. 70,000. The style is purely Ro-
man. - The body of the house (for the wings have never yet been
added) is of an oblong shape, and consists of four lofty stortes.
The first is 2 rustic basement, over which rise two stories adorn-
ed with fluted” pilasters, and an entablature of the style of the
temple of Jupiter Stator at Rome. Over this entablature, which
goes round the whole structure, there is an attic story, surmount-
ed by a balustrade. The four corners of the building have pro-
jections resembling towers, which break and vary the outline, and
also rise to a greater height than the other parts of the attic story.
These towers are adorned at the angles by an upper range of pi-
lasters, with an entablature of the composite order, and are crown
ed at top by domical roofs, on which octagonal pedestal chimneys
are placed. Both the entrance and back fagades have also central
projections surmounted by pediments, on which the family arms are
cut in bas relief, which, with the appended achievements, ill the
entire spaces of the face of the pediments. The entablature and
capitals of the pilasters, as well as the smaller ornaments, are ex-
quisitely carved, though some of these last, for what reason I know
not, have been left unfinished. The back and frant of the build-
ing are precisely alike, except that the basement part of the pro-
jection in front is occupied by an outer stair, of two circular as-
cents, with carved stone balustrades. The principal entrance is
thus on the seeond story. From an arcade below the landing.
place of the outer stair there is an entranee to the servants’ hall

Duff House, to be seen to advantage, requires to be beheld
pretty near. ‘There is too little vardety of outline, and the colour
of the material (freestone) is too dingy to strike at a distance. It
s besides desirable that the eye should be diverted from the con-
fused assemblage of chimmeys and slated pavilioms by which it is
surmeunted, which seem to creste an incongruows mixture of the
castellated and the classic styles. Seen so near as to discern the ela-
borate ornaments, the appearance of Duff House is 1n the highest
degree rich, graceful, and majestic.

Duff House contains a large collection of paintings, many . of
which are interesting and wvaluable, either as specimens of art, or
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as portraits of celebrated characters, and examples of the costume
of various ages and countries. Among the more excellent of the
former class may be enumerated a portrait, in perfect preserva-
tion, of the Constable de Bourbon, by Titian. This has been al~
lowed by the best judges, both in this country and on the conti-
nent, to be one of the very finest specimens of the great Venetian
colourist. A head of Charles L by Vandyke, esteemed a most
characteristie specimen of that master; a portrait, three-quarters
length, of Lord Strafford, and a full-length of Lady Herbert, both
by Vandyke, and regarded as very fine ; a full-length portrait of
the present Earl of Fife by Raeburn; an original portrait of Mo-
liere ; various portraits, chiefly of females, by Sir Peter Lely; por-
trait of Sir Godfrey Kneller by himself ; portrait of Henderson,
the Scottish preacher, by Jameson ; portrait of Mrs Abingdon
by Sir Joshua Reynolds, esteemed a beautiful specimen of that
master ; landseape by Ruysdael; a flower-piece, beautifully co-
loured, and esteemed a fOrst rate specimen of art; & candle-light
scene, by Schalcken ; cattle-piece, by Cuyp; dog and monkey,
with still life, by Snyders ; a large landscape by Wynants; a land-
scape by Wouvermans ; an infant Christ by Murillo; Virgin and
child by Corregio ; philosopher and skull by Quintin Matsys, the
blacksmith of Antwerp ; sea-piece by Backhuysen; shepherd with
his flock by Rosa da Tivoli; landscape by Domenichino ; head
of Charles L by Velasquez; two specimens of the rare Spanish
painter Cano ; a painting by Luca Giordani; Ostade’s mother by
himself, and several other excellent specimens of the Flemish and
Dutch school, &c Among those of the second class may be no-
ticed; portraits of most of the English kings, from Henry V. to
George 1L, including a full-length of Henry VIIL. by Hol-
beif, formerly in the possession of Sir Joshua Reynolds; portraits
of Cromwell, Marlborough, Marshal Villars, Prince Eugene,
Charles XIL, Peter the Great, John Duke of Argyle, small head
of Ludovico Caracci, 8cc. Respectable strangers are readilyadmit-
ted, at all times, to view this collection.

Two years ago, a very handsome though small chapel was erect- -
ed for the Episcopal congregation. It is in the Gothic style.
The west front, of dressed freestone, is flanked by two carved
minarets, and otherwise chastely but tastefully ornamentéd. The
inside is finished in an appropriate manner, and has a very pleas-
ing effect. The chapel possesses a good organ.

The parish church stands at the gsouth side of the town, ol'a
BANFF. c
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highly advantageous site, being on a sort of platform projecting
forward from the declivity on which the town is situated. In its
outside appearance the church is perfectly plain. ¢ The spire”
{says the worthy writer of the old Statistical Account) * still re-
‘Wnains in an unfinished state, which gives the whole building a
heavy and awkward appearance. It is intended, however, to re-
sume the work next season.” 1 regret to say that the same
words are still descriptive of the position of affairs in this par-
ticular, if, merely for * intended,” we read  sof intended.” An at-
tempt was lately made to raise funds by subseription for erecting
a spire, according to a very handsome design, furnished by Mr
-Robertson, architect, of Elgin, but this purpose has not as yet
succeeded. ‘The inside of the church is sparingly but very taste-
fully decorated.  The pulpit and galleries are of uncommon
beight ; and the whole character of the interior is in a high degree
light, airy, and spacious. A few years ago the church was very
handsomely fitted up (by subscription) for burning gas lights.

In the interior of the church (though the parish burying-ground
is not adjoining—the old church-yard * being still used for that pur-
pose, ) are four handsome monuments of marble, built into the walls.
One of these is a very fine piece of sculpture by Bacon. It was
erected, in addition to another in the cathedral church at Calcutta,
by Sir David Octherlony and the army under his command, to the
memory of Lieutenant Peter Lawtie (a native of Banfl.) 1t re-
presents a soldier leaning over a funeral vase in an attitude of
deep grief. The figure and draperies are exquisitely carved.

Of the other monuments, one is erected to the memory of the
late Mr John Cruickshank, Rector of Banf Academy, by his
former pupils; another to the memory of the late Mr A. Cassy
{elsewhere mentioned as a benefactor of the town) erected by sub-
séription. The remaining monument is a private one.

The town-house, built about forty years ago, is a very large,
but entirely plain building, forming two sides of a square, with a
gpire rising from the external angle. The spire, which is much
older than the house, is a sort of fluted cone, of very graceful
proportions, rising from a square tower. 'The whole height of
the spire is 100 feet. The tower, spire, and front of the house
are built of dressed sandstone. The house is of three very lofty

¥ 1t may deserve mention that the burying-ground affords s fhvuurnbﬂ!:bepg‘mimm.

an a small scale; of what may be called cAurch-yard gardening, being t Ly laid
put, and adorned witk flowers end ghrubs, : )
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stories. It contains a hall, two large drawing-rooms, Town-coun-
cil Chamber, Sheriff-court Room, Town Chamberlain’s and Sheriff
Clerk’s offices, and prisons. The staircase and landing-places
are spacious.

There is a Trades’ Hall, mason lodges, &c. but neither these nor
any of the other buildings in the parish are, as buildings, deserv-
ing of any notice. It may be mentioned, however, that a few of
the more considerable private houses lately built in the town have
been designed with some degree of regard to architectural sym-
metry and decoration, and present rather handsome fronts. Al-
most every kind of building material is easily procured. Plain
walls are generally built of a sort of soft blue slate. Window ri-
bats, or whole fronts, are of dressed granite or sandstone. Bricks'
are also employed for slighter or more temporary purposes.

111.—PoruraTIiON. :
The population of the parish, at different periods,” has been as

follows :
In 1801 the population was 3571

i8l1!, - - 3503
1821, . - 8355
1851, = - 711
Males in the town in 1831, - 12
Females, - - = 1M
Total in the town, ——— 005
Males in the country, - J60
Females, - - a 416
SO b |
Total, - a7

The decrease between 1821 and 1831 is ascribed, in the Geo-
vernment return, to absence of public works and emigration.

The average of registered births for the last seven years is 62;
of marriages, 25. There is no official register of deaths; but, from
a private list kept by the grave-digger, the average number of bu-
rials, annually, in the church-yard of Banff, appears to be 55.

Lord Fife is the only heritor that has a residence in the parish.
His Lordship has been living constantly at Duff House for more
than two years past. Perhaps it would be difficult to name more
than one or two other persons of independent fortune in the parish.
There are only three proprietors of land of the yeafly value of
L. 50 or upwards,

The writer can learn of only 1 insane person in the parish, and
4 fatuous; of none blind (from natural causes;) nor of any deaf
or dumb.

Language.— Among the higher and better educated classes, the
English language may be heard spoken in tolerable purity, both
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a8 to idiom and pronunciation : there are few who cannot express
themselves in English, still fewer who do not familiarly understand
it when distinctly spoken. Unmixed Scotch is never to be heard.
'The most common dialect is a mixture of Scotch and English, the
Scotch used being of the somewhat vicious kind, known, 1 believe,
by the name of the Aberdeenshire. 'The Scotch, however, isgra-
dually wearing out. Every person remembers the frequent use,
in former years, of terms and phrases that are now seldom to be
heard but among the older and more secluded. Even, however,
in what is called, by courtesy, speaking English, or using English
words, there is often a sore lack of the genuine English pronun-
ciation. The defect is not so much in the accentuation, as in the
vowel and diphthongal sounds. Thus the ‘three different sounds
of the letter a in far, fat, fault, are all given alike, as in far. The
sound of ¢, as in Aim, 1s made the pame as ¢ in her,—unless when
some, flying from this Scylla of orthoepy, fall into the Charybdis
of pronouncing it as if spelled keem. No difference is made be-
tween the two sounds of o in pop and pope, and the oa in droad.
Rod, rode, broad, are all made to rhyme together. The long «
(as in made) is pronounced like the English short e: fed and fade
are pronounced just alike. Unaccented vowels are generally lost,
or sounded like the French e in le. Regular is pronounced regler
or regeler ; prelate, prelet ; absolute, abselet. Even in the matter
of pronunciation, however, there is a great and progressive im-
provement.

Character and Circumstances.— (Generally speaking, the intel-
lectual, moral, and religious character of the people deserves ta
be favourably mentioned ; though, undoubtedly, among particular
sections of the population, profligacy and vice is to be found pre-
vailing in no inconsiderable degree. Perhaps vices of sensuality
are more to be noted than those of injustice or inhumanity, Of
poaching or smuggling there are scarcely any instances in the pa-
rish. The people are also, in general, very cleanly in their habits.

The poorer classes in the country subsist mostly on meal, milk,
and vegetables, particularly potatoes, and kail, or eolewort. Near-
er the coast, fish may be easily had. '

Both in town, among the trading and labouring elasses, and in
the landward part of the parish, ameng the crofters and smail
farmers, thers are a considerable number of persons, who, if not
in absolutely destitute, are in very straitened ecircumstances: and
who, neither in regard to freedom from worldly anxiety, nor suf-
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ficiency of even the necessaries of existence, can properly be said
to enjoy a reasonable portion of the comforts of life. Evenamong
these, however, discontent with their lot is not a remarkable fea-
ture—though (and particularly in the town) the want of the whoie-
some excitement which a prosperous course of industry creates, i
often sought to be supplied by that which is to. be derived from
the use of spirituous liquors. Nor is it probably too favourable a
judgment to pass on human conduct, to say, that habits of 1n-
ebriety are, at least, as often the effect as the cause—they are un-
doubtedly both—of depressed worldly circumstances.

It is supposed that from 40 to 45 cases of illegitimate birth
have occurred within the last three years.

Amusements.— It can scarcely be said that the people of the
middle or lower classes now devote any but a mere insignificant
part of their time to what could properly be called amusement. It
would almost seem as if men had now outgrown the relish for
amusement, or find amusement in what was once the business of
life. Even children seem indifferent to the sports and pursuits with
which the children of former days appeared to be absorbed. There
is now a harder competition for the means of livelihood—anxieties
inconsistent with the pursuit of amusement have taken hold of men's
minds. An improved state of the practical arts makes every pro-
fession more difficult of acquisition, furnishes new occupation for
ingenuity, new aime formental activity, new subjects of emulation,—
the diffusion of knowledge has created new desires, new ideas, new
sources of excitement. From the increased diffusion of newspapers
and cheap popular prints, a taste for reading has sprung up to a
considerable extent. Such works as Chambers's Journal are fre-
quently bought by farm-servants and artisans. Newspapers are
circulated as long as the texture of the paper holds together, or
its colour can be distinguished from that of the printer’s ink. The
recent political excitements, indeed, whatever may be their good
or evil tendencies otherwise, have doubtless tended to increase or
create an appetite for knowledge : there being few political ques-
tions that do not, at least indirectly, excite a curiosity, and lead to
inquiries, touching a variety of extrinsic subjects in history, geo-
graphy, statistics, arts, commerce, &c. A man who sets up for a
politician inds occasion to learna great many things besides polities.

1V.—InpusTRY.
Agriculture.—The extent of cultivated land in the parish is
3778 imperial acres; of uncultivated and pasture lands, 1164
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acres. = Of the last mentioned, there are 215 acres_{on the estate
of Sir Robert Abercromby,) the improvement of which has been
conditioned for. Some maintain that there is yet a quantity of
waste land in the parish that might be profitably improved, others
that cultivation is already over extended. There is no undivided
common, The number of acres under wood is 223, *

In the grounds of Duff House, which comprise most of the plant-
ing in the parish, are to. be found ash, elm, beech, plane, birch,
lime, maple, oak, horse-chestnut, mountain-ash, and various species
of firs. Here there seems to have been rather too little done as
regards the affairs of thinning and pruning, 8c.—(principally, it
is alleged, from an indisposition to diminish the shelter for the game, )
and much of the wood is of very slender growth,

What other planting is in the parish belongs to Lord Seafield,
and consists mostly of firs; but, from age and thinning together,
may be described as rather verging to decay. Sir Robert Aber-
cromby is at present in the intention of planting some belts and
clumps on his property in the upper part of the parish, and about
fifty imperial acres have been laid off for that purpose.

About a mile from the town, is a very considersble nursery for
plants of all kinds, suitable to the climate.

Rent of Land.—'The average rent of arable land in the parish
may be stated at about 16s. per acre. It varies from bs. to L. 2.

* This statement is made up from the best existing data, namely, from aceournts
procured of the lands belonging to each proprietor in the parish : but, as there have
been, as regards the greates part, no Lats LYY, its exact correctness eannot be war-
ranted. The total amount which it furnishes is 5162 imperial acres; and after
making sllowance for the space oecupied by the fown of Banff, roads, &c. the whole
sxtent of the parish would fall short of that stated in Robertson's map, viz. 6312 acres.

The map, however, includes in the parish of Banff a tract of perhaps 100 acres,
on the river side, {from about the cruive dike to the bridge of Alva,) considered by
the agent of Lord Fife, the proprietor, to be in the parish of Alva, and not ineluded
in the present computation-—also a space, which may be guessed at 500 acres on this
side of the burn of Boyndie, similarly stated, by the agents of Lord Seafield, the pro-
prietor, to be in the parish of Boyndie.

The boundaries of the two parishes are thus fized in the decreet of digjunction 1635 :
# Ye seid parochine of Banff to have includit yairintill ye toune of Banff, with ye
pendicles of ye samyn as it had of before, and to have adjoyned yairto out of ye said
parochine of Inverboyndy ye landis of Ord, Inchdrower. with ye pendicles yrof'; the
lands of Blairshinnoch, Kilbeuchlie, I"addocklaw, and Cullinoritis, ye whilk baill
landis and parochine lyes on the eist side of the burne of Inverboyndy ; and the said
psraching of Inverboindy to have includit yairin as the particular boundis of ye
parochine of the samyn, the haill lands lyand betwixt the burne of Boyne at the west,
the burne of Inverboyndy at the east, the sea on the north, and the landis of park
of Corncairn at the south pairtis.”

It seems the general understanding at present that, at least, the lands of Easter
Baldavie and Baggal, with the plantations of Baldavie {all on this side of the burn
of Boyndie,) belong to the parish of Boyndie—and these lands are not specified, (un—
less under the name of © pendicles™) in the enumeration of those which compose the
pariab of Banff, 4
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The average rent of grazing is at the rate of about L. 1, 1Bs. per
ox or cow grazed, or 7s. per ewe or sheep.

Wages.— The ordinary wages of farm-servants is from L. 4, 10s.
te L. 6 half yearly.

Farm-labourers, according to the length of the day and other
circumstances, receive from 9d. to 1s. 6d. per day; country wrights,
1s. 4d. ; masons, 2s. 6d. :—all these rates with victuals.

Prices.— Wool is sold at 1s. 6d. to 2s, per pound of 22 oz. Other.
species of raw produce for home use are rarely bought or sold, being-
generally grown by each consumer for his own particular use. Rid--
dles cost from 2s. 6d. to 4s., sieves Js, 6d., but these are now sel-
dom used, most of the mills being furnished with sifters; corn bas-
kets {called blind sieves) 1s. 6d.; coarse wicker baskets for carry-
ing weeds, peats, potatoes, &c. 1s.; a sort of bass made of heather
is sold for 2s. 6.

Mason work varies from L. 1, 5s. to L. 2 per rood. Carpenter’s
work for the various descriptions, as follows : Flooring and joisting
from 3s. 6d. to 5s. 6d. per yard ; slate roofing, including rafters,
from 5s. 9d. to 8s. 6d. per yard; tile roofing, including rafters,
from 9s. 9d. to 4s. 9d. per yard; windows, from 2s. 3d. to 2s. 9d.
per foot ; double lath partitions (with plaster) 2s. 6d.; doors from
10s. to 18s: stairs 4s. 6d. to 10s. 6d. per yard. :

Live Stock.—The parish is not a sheep district ; the small num-
ber kept in it are mostly of the Cheviot breed. The breed of cattle
is the result of various crosses, which do not appear to have tended
much to its improvement ; and they have occasioned the loss of a
very good breed, fgrmerly known by the name of the old Banffshire
breed. Altogether, the parish is not conspicuous forits improves -
ments in this department. Perhaps, however, the now extensive use
of bone manure, by which an increased quantity of winter keep is
produced, may be the means of improving the breeds of cattle. At
one period cattle was rather the staple produce of the district : lat-
terly, it has become more a grain country. The plan of husban-
dry in universal use is the rotation of crops for five, six, or seven
years, the latter period being most common. :

Husbandry.—In the course of the last forty years, perhaps one-
fifth of the present arable land in the parish has been brought into
cultivation. Draining has also been effected to a.very large extent.
On one farm alone { Blairshinnoch, in the occupation of Mr A. Miloe,)
16,000 ells have been formed in the cousse of the last six years.

12 The University of Edinburgh
The Uiversity of Glasgow



e r———

40 BANFFRHIRE.

Still there is great room for improvement in this way-—perhaps
more in this thao in any other way that could be mentioned.

Some years ago a considerable improvement was effected by the
straighting of the burn of Boyndie,

The ordinary duration of lease is nineteen years. 'This, if not
generally complained of, is by some considered to be of too short
duration, in respect that, as farms may be generally supposed to
be left, by outgoing tenants, in a somewhat impoverished condi-
tion, the new entrants can scarcely have time, in a period of nine-
teen years, to bring them properly into condition, so as to reap the
benefit of their outlay before the termination of the lease.

The greater part of the lands in the parish are enclosed and
subdivided with substantial stone dikes ; and the farm-houses and
offices good and sufficient—some of them superior to the genera-
lity of farm accommodation, even in an mproved district such as
this parish. Any deficiency that exists in- this respect may per-
haps be owing to its being the more general practice in the dis-
trict, that the fenants erect the farm accommodations, receiving
an allowance at the end of their lease ; and the consequent induce-
ment they have to lock up, in this way, as little of their capital as
possible.

Quarries.—The granite at Cairns of Ord (mentioned in the
Geological section) is of excellent quality for building, and has
been wrought for that purpose ; but, owing to its distance from the
sea, not to such an extent as it would otherwise have been. The
different species of rocks already described as existing in the pa-
rish are also in some places quarried for building materials; but
(unless at the time when the new pier was constructing) there
have never been any considerable operations in this way ; partly
because the peculiar sort of stones afforded are not much prized
for building, and partly because there is no great quantity of build-
ing going on to require stones of any sort,

Figheries.— All the different kinds of white fish used for food
that are to be found in the sea adjnining the parish are fished
for, and brought to market, but- only by individual fishermen on
their own account, and therefore not on any great scale. It is the
opinion of some, however, that if the cod, ling, and turbot fishery
were prosecuted in this parish on a scale of sufficient extent, it
might soon become of importance. ‘I'hese fish are said to be very
plentiful about twenty-five or thirty miles off the coast.

Lobsters and crabs are sold in the local markets, and peri-

-
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winkles, besides, have of late been sent to the London market to
good account. There is also abundance of shrimps to be found, but
they have never been fished for to any extent.

The rent of the salmon-fishing in the river (Lord Fife, proprie-
tor,) is L. 1600 a year. There are also bag-net fishings in the
sea on each side of the river’s mouth. That on the east side is
Lord Fife's, and included in one tack with the river fishing. That
on the west side is let by the town of Banff for L. 191 yearly; but
their right is called in question by Lord Fife, and at present the
subject of litigation,

The salmon are sent by steam, either pickled or packed inice,
principally to the Loondon market.

The herring fishery on the east coast of Scotland was for many
years almost exclusively confined to the coast of Caithness and
Sutherland ; but about the year 1815, owing to the encouragement
given by Government in the shape of bounties, together with the
assistance of well qualified persons to superintend the cure and
brand the herring barrels, the fishing of herrings was commenced
on the coasts of Aberdeenshire, Banffshire, Morayshire, and Ross-
shire. It was soon discovered that the herrings were of as good
quality on the south side of the Murray Frith as on the north,
and equally abundant ; and this trade, from a very small beginning,
has grown to be flourishing and extensive ; and, though the boun-
ties have been withdrawn, the herring fishery is still carried on
with great spirit.

The quantity cured in the district of the Banff Fishery Officer,
which extends from Gardenstown to Portsoy, in favourable seasons,
is about 30,600 barrels. Of this quantity, nearly one-half is ex-~
ported to (Germany ; a considerable part 1s sent to London for the
suppljr of the West India islands, and the remainder goes general-
ly to Ireland. The following table exhibits the state of the herring

fishery, as regards the port of Banff alone, for the last five years.
183]1. 1833, I833. 1834 1835

Mo of barcels curad, - 1758 10855 1285 a98 631
boats employed, - 14 16 18 22 8
fishermen, - - 5 G4 72 Fala a2

e woimet: in guring and packing, 41 3 48 80 21

= COOPRETS, - - i & g a 4
curers, - 5 5 5 g 4

About the year 1819, the number of herring boats from the
port of Banfl was perhaps not short of 70. The decrease lat-
terly I have never heard accounted for in any way that dees not
mainly resolve into mere maiter of chance, or otherwise, by refe-
rence to some of those unaccountable prejudices and superstitions
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which people connected with sea-faring employmentsare so apt to
take up. The two years preceding the last were indeed eminent-
ly unsuecessful ; but any discouragement thence arising does not
seem to have affected the district generally, as it has done this par-
ticular port. "There isno doubt a want of space near the harbour
for the erection of suitable premises ; but even the space that ex-
ists is not now employed. The existence of a higher rate of shore
dues at Banff than at some neighbouring ports is also stated to
have a discouraging effect ; but still this cause does not operate in
a higher degree now than formerly.

Shipping,— The number of vessels now registered at Banff Cus-
tom-house is as follows :

Nuo. of Frasels, Denornation, Tonnage.
. lil'ig'r 5 .I :}&
18 ' Schooners, 1567
48 . Sloops, . L5759
‘Total, 67 41

Of these 10 schooners (878 tons,) and 11 sloops (657 tons,) be~.
long to the port of Banff; the remainder belong to the creeks of
Fraserburgh, Gardenstown, Macduff, Portsoy, Port-Gordon, and
Garmouth, in the district of the port.

The vessels of this and the neighbouring ports are generally
employed in carrying grain, herrings, salmon, live cattle, and cured
pork to London, and some other places in the south, and return
with coals, groceries, &ec, &c. Some of them take ocecasional
voyages to Sweden for iron and deals; to Russia for hemp; and
Holland, for flax. They also in antumn go frequently to Ham-
burgh with herrings, from whence they get cargoes of grain, wool,
bark, ‘hides, &c. to London, Hull, and the Frith of Forth. A
great proportion of the herrings which are sent to the Prussian
jports in the Baltic is shipped by Prussian vessels, because these
vessels, having to return home at any rate, take them for a some-
what lower freight, and the Prussian merchants who purchase the
herrings frequently order them to be shipped by their own vessels.
But British vessels are also employed in carrying herrings to the
Baltic ; and, upon the whole, thispart of the trade is pretty fairly
divided between the ships of Britain and Prussia.

There are four vessels (a schooner and three sinacks) regularly
engaged in the London trade, two in the Leith, and two prinei-
paily in the Aberdeen trade.

The exporting of live-cattle to London was first tried, as a spe-
culation, in 1826, and singe that time has {formed a regular branch
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of trade. During the year 1834, 440 head of live-cattle were sent
to London by sea, besides 911 pigs, and 156 sheep and lambs.

The exportation of grain from this port has increased in a very
great degree during the last twenty years. In the course of the
year 1834, 29,790 quarters of oats were shipped az Banff, all, with
a trifling exception, for London ;% 1174 quarters of wheat, and
976 quarters of barley and bear, mostly for Leith and London ;
also a small quantity of oatmeal, pease, and potatoes. 194 bags
of potato flour were shipped for Leith.

Very few foreign vessels land at Banff harbour, though many
come into neighbouring ports within the range of the custom-house
of Banff. These are principally from Norway, with hirch timber
for herring barrels.

In the year 1813 a Greenland whale fishing company was form-
ed, and two vessels fitted out. In the course of a year or two, how-
ever, one of the vessels was wrecked in a storm soon after going
out of the harbour ; the insurance was only recovered after a liti-
gation ; and as, besides this discouragement, the vessels had been
unlucky in their fishings, and the price of oil was falling, the con-
cern was abandoned at a very serious loss to the partners. :

Banff is the principal station of a party of the coast guard. The
commander’s district extends from Speymouth to Ragtrayhead.
Their watch-house is at the battery. :

Manufactures— There are premises on the high ground above”
the harbour, fitted, both by extent and supply of water, for carry-
ing on the brewing trade on a large scale. Of late, however, the
business has been little farther extended than to supply home con-
sumption. It i§ stated that the demand for malt liquor is iImmense-
ly reduced by the increased distillation of spirits. The brewery
employs § or 10 persons. :

The foundery was established about nine years ago by Messrs
Fraser. They execute every species of cast metal work, machi-
nery, grates, ploughshares, &c. &c. and to a very considerable ex-
tent. A blast fanners attached to the furnace is driven, and me-
chanical power supplied for all depariments of the work, by a
steam engine of six horse power, constructed on the high pressure

* Tn the list of places in the whole kingdom supplying the London market with
grain, Banff ranks among the highest as regards amount ; but this is taking in the
importations from all the ports from Fraserburgh to Garmouth, inclusive, vessels
from which elear ot at the custom-house of Banff. ~ The total quantity of grain ex-

ported from Banfl' (including these other ports) in 1834, wus 182,877 quarters of
grain, and 660 tons of meal ; in 1835, 94,067 quarters of grain, and 362 tons of meal.
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principle. This engine was wholly made by the Messrs Fraser.
the propristors. There are about 10 persons employed at this
eatablishment,

The distillery is at Mill of Banff, about a mile from the town
on the Huntly road. From 11,000 to 12,000 gallons of spirits at
proof are produced here yearly. There are 6 or 8 persons em-
ployed-—generally about fifteen hours a day. .

There is a small many factory of ropes and sails for home use.
Ship-building is only carried on occasional Iy.

A somewhat considerable thread and stocking manufactory, which
was carried on here at the time of the last Statistical Account,
was discontinued about twenty years ago. The proprietors enjoy-
ed a patent for a species of stocking-frame, but farther improve-
ments in machinery enabled the English manufacturers to under-
sell them. The thread manufactory was kept up for a consider-
ably longer period ; but the Increasing use of cotton instead of thread
was gradually lessening the demand for it.

. V.—Paxrocuiar Economy.

Town.—The town of Banff consists of two parts, completely se-
parated, of which the first (which may be called the body of the
town) lies partly on the lower extremity of the plain on the river
side, already described, partly on the declivi ty; the other part (cal-
led the sea-town) on an elevated level, which generally terminates
“abruptly within a small distance of the sea, by which it is bound-
ed. Seen from the low ground beyond the river, the sea~town ap-
pears to stand on a long ridge, having the battery at its northern
extremity. On a piece of table-land projecting midway from be-
tween the town and sea-town, stands the castle, nearly opposite the
river mouth, and commanding an extensive and varied prospect,
the sea, the town, and hill of Maecduff, the sweep of the river and
beautiful opposite slope, surmounted by the wood of Mountcoffer.
The castle is a plain modern building with wings,

The streets, though composed of houses of unequal size, are ge-
nerally straight, and not deficient in width. The High Street,
Castle Road, and astreet in the sea~town terminating in the battery,
form a continuous line from south to north, of above half a~mile in
length, Within the last fow years, many of the older houses have
been pulled down and replaced by others; and there is scarcely a
byilding now remaining which would indicate the antiquity of the
town. '
~ Some years ago it was proposed to form a new street to the south-

3
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west of the town, entering from the Huntly road, and passing through
to St Catherine Street; but the scheme was abandoned from want
of the concurrence of some of the proprietors in the proposed line.

A gas-work was established by a joint-stock company in 1831.
The quantity of gas consumed in the year ending May 15, 1834,
was 456,213 cubical feet ; in 1835, 463,547 cubical feet.

In 1880, a new and very commodious market-place was laid out
in a centrical part of the town, with complete accommodations nf
sheds, stalls, &e.

A few years ago, public baths were erected by a joint-stock com-
pany. They are fitted up in a very convenient manner for hot,
cold, and shower baths. They are open every day in summer, and
once or oftener a-week during the remainder of the year.

Notwithstanding that about L. 1100 was laid out in the year
1810 for the conveyance of water into the town by pipes, the sup-
ply in the summer season, In the public cisterns, 15 often extreme~
ly deficient. On many premises, however, there are pump-wells.

Means of Communication.— The post-office in the town of Banff
is the only one in the parish ; but this office has three sub-offices
attached to it, at Aberchirder on the road to Huntly, and New
Pitsligo and Brucklaw on the road to Peterhead ; also a penny post-
office at Macduff. There are daily mails to and from Aberdeen
and the south, to and from Inverness and the north, and to and from
Peterhead ; also a direct mail three times a-week to and from Fra-
serburgh, and the same to and from Huntly. The revenue of the
post-office of Banft, stated at the period of the last Statistical Ae-~
count to be but L. 800, was, in 1829, (after deduction of dead and
re-sent letters) L. 1284 ; since that year the revenue has been re~

gularly decre: 1bing, being for the present year {18385) ending Hth -

December, only L. 1181. A very considerable portion of the re-
venue is derived from the correspondence with the northern parts
of the continent, on account of the herrmg fishery.

The length of the turnpike road passing through the parish in
the line from Aberdeeen to Inverness, and extending from the west
end of the bridge of Banff to a bridge across the burn of Boyndie,
is (exclusive of a part which forms the High Street of the town)
about two miles and a-half, perhaps a little more.

The turnpike road from the harbour of Banff to a point on the
south-eastern boundary of the parish (at the road leading to the
farm of Wardend) when it enters into the parish of Alva, is alsb
two miles and a-half.
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There is a daily stage.coach to and from Aberdeen, and to and
from Elgin; and a daily mail-coach to. and from Peterhead ; an
open car also runs daily between Huntly and Banff; & coach twice
a-week between Keith and Banff; occasionally there have been
others. All the mails (except to Peterhead) are conveyed by gigs
or foot-posts.

The Doveran is passed, near the town, by a handsome and sub-
stantial stone bridge of seven semicircular arches, having a free
water-way of 142 yards length. The parapets and abutments are
of freestone. The bridge was built at the expense of Government
in 1779. The burn of Boyndie, on the west of the parish, is pas-
sed by a stone bridge of two arches. Both these bridges are in
complete repair. Lower down on the burn of Boyndie, and where
it is crossed by the old road, is another bridge of two arches. Along
the whole line of the turnpike roads in the parish are substantial .
~ stone fences or hedges.

Harbour.— The harbour of Banff is situated at the western ex-
tremity of a circular bay, at the opposite extremity of which is the
town and harbour of Macduff. The two extremities of the bay are
rocky. The middle of it is a beach of sand and shingle cast up by
the meeting of the river Doveran with the sea. The mouth of the
river is sometimes at one, sometimes at another, part of this beach,
but is most commonly near the land, and along the roadway lead-
ing from the town of Banff to the harbour.

The old or inner harbour (completed in the year 1775) is a tri-
angular space enclosed within two piers and the land, the entrance
being at the exterior angle facing the N. N. E. In 1816, how-
ever, a new pier and break-water covering the old entrance was con-
structed to the north of the old harbour, and a basin formed in the
intervening space, according to a planfurnished by the late Mr Tel-
ford. The expense of these improvements amounted to about
L. 18,000, one-half of which was fiirnished by Government out of
the proceeds of the forfeited estates. Unfortunately the new basin
was found not to be a safe haven, as was sufficiently proved by the
circumstance of vessels being wracked when fairly moored within it.
It has since, too, been almost filled up with sand, an increase of
which it has also been the means of creating in the old harbour.
Still the new pier has been of considerable use in several respects,
Xt prevents all swell and agitation in the old harbour, which is now
perhaps the safest artificial haven in the Moray Frith. It also af-
fords some additional facilities for bringing vessels in or out. Itis
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supposed by some that, by means of flocd-gates, the new basin might
yet be rendered a safe place for shipping,

The present depth of water at the extremity of the new pier is,
at low-water of spring tides, 4 feet 7 inches; of neap-tides, 6 feet
11inches. A vessel drawing 12 feet water can enter the new basin
at high water of ordinary neap-tides ; one drawing 15 feet at spring-
tides. This depth, however, is only towards the outer part of the
basin, owing to the accumulation of sand farther in. A vessel can
enter the old harbour at high water of ordinary neap-tides, if draw-
ing 8 feet, spring-tides 104 feet.

A Morton’s patent slip apparatus is now in the course of being
laid down at the barbour.

Municipal State.—The circumstance, that William the Lion
gave a toft and garden in the burgh of Banff to his chaplain Dou~
glas, Bishop of Moray, in 1165, (similar gifts being made in Inver-
ness, Nairn and Cullen, all royal burghs at this period,) makes it
probable that Banff possessed the privileges of royalty before that
time. 'Iradition makes these privileges to have been conferred
by Malcolm Canmore. They were confirmed by Robert Bruce,
Robert 1L, in 1872, again confirmed them, together with such pri-
vileges and liberties as were enjoyed by the town of Aberdeen.
Farther confirmations were given by James VI and Charles 1L

In the municipal government of the burgh, there has all along
been this peculiarity, that the burgh taxes and assessments are im-
posed, not by the magistrates and council, as is the usual practice
in other burghs, but by the inhabitants assembied in head court.

There is no regular police or night watch in the town. Two
town serjeants perform all the duties of police officers. Offences
against the peace are taken cognizance of by either the Sheriff;
the Justices, or the magistrates, in their respective courts, to each
of which is attached a separate procurator-fiscal of its own, whose
duty it is to prosecute offenders.

When the property of the town (in lands, fishings, &c.) is ba~
lanced against its debts, the residue would appear to be rather in-
considerable, The sum of L. 482, 9s. 11d. is raised annually, by
assessment on the inhabitants, for the defraying of current expen-
ses, as streets, water, lamps, &c.

Banff, on the whole, canscarcely be pronounced a thriving place.
_lI: is not increasing either in size or population ; and probably few
if any of the inhabitants are accumaulating capital. Families seem
to be dying away or becoming dispersed faster than new ones come
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in their places. Yet few towns of its size present more attractions
than Banff. It possesses both coast and inland scenery of a su-
perior description ; is particularly healthy; has excellent schools,
variety of places of worship, abundant markets, Tegular and fre-
quent posts, baths, literary institutions, society equal to what is ge-
nerally to be found in a remote country town. No very good reason
can be assigned for its want of prosperity, unless, perhaps, the de-
ficiency of space about the town for manufacturing or commercial
purposes, or for the erection of suburban villas. The town is hem-
med in on two sides by great proprietors. On the one hand, Lord
Fife is pushing us into the sea, on the other, Lord Seafield jams
us close to the river; yet, to say the truth, there seems little use
made of even what space exists. A linen manufactory was lately
projected, but failed. Indeed, most enterprizes of any extent that
have ever been attempted in the town have turned out unfortunate.

Eeclesiastical State.— The church was built in 1790, and is ca-
pable of containing 1500 persons. It is substantial and in com-
plete repair. The average number of communicants is 700. The
age of the manse is not very well known ; indeed it has been built
at different times. Soon after the settlement of the present in-
cumbent, in 1821, it was in contemplation to erect a new manse ;
but the incumbent agreed to accept, instead, an annual allowance
with the old manse. ‘The glebe contains 7 acres or more, and
at one time rented so much as L. 45, but now falls very consider-
ably short of that value.® The stipend, about four years ago, was
augmented to 18 chalders, half meal, half barley.

A chapel in connexion with the Established Church has just
been completed at the upper end of the parish, about half a mile
from its extremity, The expense of its erection and that of a
manse (together about L. 400) has been raised by church collec-
tions and subscriptions of heritors and others, It accommodates,
without galleries, 300 persons. All the sittings bave been rented,
and demands made for many more. The minister’s living is de-
rived from the seat rents, L.20 being added from the Royal

Bounty.
The number+ of families composing the Roman Catholic con-

* An arrangement has just been made, under which an act of Parliament is about
to be applied for, to authorize the feuing of the glebe ; and the lower part of it is al-
ready fized upon ma the site of the educational institution about to be erccted by Mr

Wilson™s trustees,
T The numerical statements regarding the different congregations are only to be

~ comsidered as furnishing a general idea, the accounts being, in some cases, moatly

matter of guess, snd appearing to be not always made up on similar principles.
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gregationis 17. The number of persons altogether, 84. For about
ten years past, there has been no resident clergyman of this per-
suasion in Banff. Service is performed once a fortnight, by =
clergyman who resides at Portsoy. His living arises from seat
rents, with some addition from the general fund of the Catholio
church. The Bishop (of Germanuicia) resides at Priestholm, in the
parish of Rathven.

The number of persons attending the Episcopal chapel is about
300, of whom about 250 reside in the parish.

The congregation established here in 1780, in connexion with
the Relief body, separated from that connexion in 1808, and adopt-
ed the Independent form. A new church, capable of containing
upwards of 400 persons, was completed for the service of this cona
gregation last vear, at an expense of about L. 500. The number
of families regularly attending is about 45; of persons altogether
about 220, of whom, however, only about 90 reside in the parish,

A congregation in connexion with the United Associate Synod
was formed in 1822, and a substantial and commodious church
erected in the low part of the town, at an expense of about L. 800,
It is capable of containing 500 persons. The number of familiea
attending is 50 ; of persons altogether 200; but of these about
100 are from other parishes.

The livings of the ministers, respectively, of the Episcopal, Se-
cession, and Independent churches, are made up from the seat
rents and collections or subscriptions,—a certain minimum amount
being, in each case, guaranteed by the hearers. :

A covogregation of Wesleyan Methodists was first formed. in
Banff about the year 1775, but a chapel was not erected for their
special accommodation until 1820. It castabout L. 820, is with~
out galleries, and capable of containing 30Q pecsons. The whole
number of persons regularly attending is about 100, (ahout 40 of
whom belong to the parish,) of families 20. The ministers are
maintained partly by an allowance from the general funds belong-
ing to this religiousbody, partly by contributions from their hearers.

At all the places of worship in the parish divine service is.in
general well attended. ' :

A branch of the Bible Society, auxiliary to the Edinburgh in-
stitution, was formed here in 1824, It has generally from 60 to
80 members or contributors, and its funds average about L. 15
annually. _ .

At each of the parish, Secagsion, and Independent churches,
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there are monthly or weekly meetings held, and contributions made
for religious purposes. The whole amount thus collected will
probably not exceed L. 25 per annum.’

The average amount of extraordinary collections in the parish
church for the last five years, {after deduction, in each case, of a
sum equal to an ordinary collection,) has been L. 25. About
three-fifths of the amount has been devoted to charitable, the re-
mainder to religious purposes,

Education.— An academy was formed in 1786,* under the di-
rections of Dr Chapman, formerly rector of the grammar school at
Dumfries, and author of a work on Education of some character at
that period. The classes are taught by a rector and two masters:
Latin, Greek, and French by the rector; writing and mathema-
tics, together with book-keeping, geography, and navigation, by
one of the masters ; English reading, elecution, and grammar, by
the other. Drawing is also taught by a separate master. The
expense of education varies, of course, aceording to the number
and description of branches in which each pupil takes lessons ; but
the highest expense for a (principally) classical education, does
not ordinarily exceed 12s. 6d. per quarter; for a trading education,
.93. 6d. ; an elementary, 6s. Course of book-keeping, L. 1, Is.; na-
vigation, 10s. 6d.; French, 10s. 6d.

The number of boys attending the academy has, of late years,
been about 150 ; of girls at separate hours, about 20. Each of
the masters, besides the fees of his class, receives a certain fixed
sum from the town. The rector also has the salary of parish
schoolmaster,

The academy has 16 bursaries, one of which (in the disposal
of the Presbytery of Fordyce) is of the annual value of the
interest of L. 600. The value of the other 15 is from L.2 to
L.3, 45. 4

* There is evidence of there having been a grammar school at Banff, as far back
as 1544. The charter (formerly mentioned) granted by the Carmelite brethren, to
Sir Walter Ogilvie of Dunlugas, bears to be witnessed, ameng others, * Gullicrma
Clexk, Ermpmm schole grammatices de Banfl."

' In'the year 1585, Bishop Cunningham of Aberdeen granted a charter, confirmed
by James VI, in 1592, assigning the tenths of the King's rents of certain lands in the
eounty, for the maintenance of grammar schools in Banff; the teacher to be appoint-
ol by the Provost, Bailies, and Town Council of BanfT, but the trial of his fitness to
be with the Bishopa of Aberdeen, or, failing them, the principal of Kings College,
Aberdeen. These tanths amounted to 1. 10s. 6d. per annum ; but it does not
ngpe-.r. that they have, up to 2 late period, or even cver bwen drawn. The charter,
{but recently-discovered,} has been printed, with some additional notices regarding
the ancient state of the achool _ . o

"+ Thren of thase were andowed by Bailie Winchester,—of whom, as formerly men-
tloned, the Laird of Gight Borrowed 3 trifie in 1044,
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There is a private unendowed school in the town, calied the
Commercial School, at which the number of boys attending as re-
gular day-echolars, varies from 40 to 60 ; of other boys, at sepa-
rate hours, from 15 to 20; of girls, at separate hours, about 30.
Here the fee for reading and writing together is 4s. 6d. per quar-
ter; for English reading and grammar, writing and arithmetic, to-
gether, 6s. 6d. per quarter ; geography and higher mathema-
tics, 7s. 6d. ; navigation, 10s. 6d. ; book-keeping, single, 75 6d.,
double, 15s.

In 1804, Mr Alexander Pirie, merchant in Banff, left the sum
of L. 1100 in trust to the town-council and kirk-session, for the
maintenance (from the yearly interest) of a free school,—a feu in
the sea-town, and an additional sum of L. 100, being at the same
time assigned by him for the erection of a school and schoolmas-
ter’s house. The school is open to all poor children (able to read
the catechism) whom the trustees may admit; and instruction is
given in reading, writing, arithmetic, and church music. The
usual number of scholars of late has been from 70 to 80.

There are several unendowed boarding and day-schools for
young ladies under the direction of highly accomplished teachers;
the branches taught, and terms, being such as are usual in other
similar establishments.

There is a female charity school, under the management of the
parish minister and a committee of ladies. The salary of the
teacher is made up from subscriptions, and a small annuval payment
from a charitable bequest. The number of girls generally attend~
ing is from 50 to 60. They receive instructicn in reading, writ-
ing, sewing, sand knitting. One penny a-week is paid by each
scholar to assist in prucuring school-books and stationery. The
right of admitting scholars is vested in the subscribers. :

The exact number of persons in the pansh who cannot read or
write is not ascertained ; but after inquiries made among a great
variety of persons, I feel warranted in saying, that, if there are any
cases of this description, the number is altogether insignificant.
This is sufficient evidence of the value attached to education by
the people of the parish; but matters having been always pretty
much the same in this respect, there are no data, in the particulas
case, for caleulating the effect produced on moral babite by in«
¢reased facilities of instruction.

Similar circumstances to those that created occasion for g
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schoel in the same place to be also wanted. The want would be
greater, but that there is, at present, a private school in the upper
part of the parish of Boyndie, so near the boundary of this parish
as to accommodate a part of the population of its middle and up-
per districts.

Literary Institutions.— A Literary Society was instituted in 1810,
by five boys (the most advanced of whom had only obtained the
standing of three sessions at College.) The institution originally
embraced two ohjects,~—the formation of a library, and meetings for
delivery of essays and discussion of literary subjects. But the
latter object was, after a time, necessarily abandoned, from the
paucity of persons having resources for contributing to it. The
library now contains above 2000 volumes.

Connected with the Literary Society by a sort of federal union,
is the reading-room, where have been usually taken in five or six
of the principal quarterly and monthly periodicals, two daily Lon-
don, and some Edinburgh and provincial newspapers. Some dif-
ficuity, however, has been found of late in supporting the expense
of this establishient, and its continuance seems somewhat doubtful.

In 1828 was founded an institution for the cultivation of SCIenoe,
and the discovery and encouragement of native talent. The in-
stitution has occasionally held meetings for scientific discussions;
but similar difficulties, as in the case of the Literary Society, have
been felt in carrying this part of its plan into complete effect,
Its conductors, however, have succeeded jn collecting a museum of
natural history, antiquities, and curiosities, which would do no
discredit to ampler time and means, than have actually been en-
joyed by them, and which, it is believed, few, if any, collections
north of Edinburgh can equal. In particular, the collection of
shells, consisting of many thousand specimens of the rarest and
most beautiful kinds to be met with in Java, and throughout the
eastern Archipelago, are well deserving of notice. There is a
considerable variety of dresses, weapons, manufactures, and uten-
sils of the natives of India and Australia ; many mineral and zoo-
logical specimens, coins, idols, &¢. The institution also pOSs@esses
‘some valuable books; among others, the printed Public Records of
Great Britain, presented-by Government; and, for scientific pur-
poses, they are furnished with a transit and clock, a six feet reflecting
telescope, together withan assortmentof meteorological instruments
from the best London makers,

By the kindness of the magistrates, the two large drawing-rooms
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in the town-house have been allowed for the accommodation of the
Literary Society and Scientific Institution,

The Established Church, Episcopal, Secession, and Independ-
ent chapels, have each a small library belonging to it. There is
alsoa trades’ library, open to master, journeymen, and apprentice,
tradesmen. All these libraries are maintained by voluntary dona-~
tions, or subscriptions almost nominal. The collection belonging
to the Independent chapel was begun in 1814, and contains 320
volumes. Here also there is a juvenile library of 364 volumes.
The other collections are smaller. The advantages to be derived
from these libraries, though not neglected, do not appear tobe so
eagerly sought after as might be wished. FProbably the means at
the disposal of the conductors will not always afford the selections
best adapted for the readers. *

Benevolent Institutions.— About the year 1755, or soon after, Dr
Alexander Strachan, physician in Banff, built a small house in the
low part of the town, and left it, under the management of the ma-
gistrates and kirk-session, as a residence to four poor persons, be-~
stowing, at the same time, a small sum of money and additional
space of ground, now jointly yielding (after payment of certain feu-
duties) an annual sum of L. 1, 8s. 6d. applicable to the upholding
and repairs of the house.

By a will, dated at Bombay, 7th November 1769, Mr Georgo
Smith, a native of the parish of Fordyce, in the county of Banf,
vested in the magistrates of Banff the management of such residue
of his estate as might arise out of certain legacies bequeathed by
him to relatives of whose existence at the time he was uncertain ;
and which, after the lapse of five years, might remain unclaimed
by them : appointing the sum of L. 1000 to be applied to the en-
dowing of an infirmary in Banff or Fordyce; L.25 yearly to be
paid to the minister of Fordyce; and L. 40 yearly to a schoal-
master, to educate, at Fordyce, as many boys (of the name of
Smith) as could be maintained, at the raie of L. 25 each, out of
the interest of the final residue of the estate. As the handiest way
of managing the affair of the infirmary or hospital, (for which
L. 1000 was held to be a rather slender provision,) the magistrates
formed the. design of laying out a part of the town-house for a breth
or soup-hitchen to the poor, in consideration of which they resolv-
ed on applying the sum in question to the general expense of that

®* There is a collection of books in the soademy, but mostly so antiquated er in-
complete as to be of little use. . , , .
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structure ;—and this under the idea, it may be supposed, that they
thereby, in effect, established an Acspital for the admission and ree
lief of persons labouring under the disease of an emply belly. Pa-
tients of this class were accordingly, for & time, admitted, and dis-
missed relieved. These, however, were soon succeeded by others
of a different class, whose malady consisted in an énability to pey
the penalties inflicted by excise courts ; and, at present, the only
patient in the hospital is the Sheriff-clerk, whose complaint was
want of room in the apartments otherwise allotted to him. To
speak more plainly, the broth-kitchen became a prison, the prison
a writing-chamber or record office ; but the departure, in this in-
stance, from the testator’s intentions, was more of chance or neces-
sity than of design; and, as there is now an ample provision for an
infirmary otherwise, it needs not be regretted.* Besides the be-
quest for the hospital, however, the magistrates realized the sum
of L.10,297, 16s. 6d. three per cent. consols; and the yearly di-
vidends (L. 808, 18. 8d.) thence arising, are duly expended ac-
cording to the directions of the will : nine boys, chosen by the ma-
gistrates, receiving maintenance and education for five years each,
in the manner specified.

On the 2d July 1799, Mr James Wilson of the island of Gre-
nada, directed, by will, * the whole stock” (of his property, after
the death of certain liferenters nominated,) * to be drawn from
the funds, and remitted to the magistrates of the burgh of Banff,
North Britain, to be by them laid out as a charitable fund, in the
best manner possible, and to remain under the directions of the
acting magistrates from year to year,” and without any more spe-
cific instructions whatever.

The last of the liferenters died only last year, and the magis-
trates have realized L. 3561, 16s. 1d. 3 per cents., and L, 2647
of cash,—which, kowever, is less than half the actual sum left;
the remaining, and greater part, being lost by the failure of the
bouse in London to whom it was remitted. Every species of po-
verty and distress in the parish being already as well provided for,
otherwise, as can be beneficially"done, it has been resolved to ap-
ply Mr Wilson’s ‘bequest, jointly with some funds from other
sources, to the purposes of education ; + and with this view, the

* Inregard to this matter, the Commissioners on Municipal Corporations observe,

that, ** while the proceeding is not an example to be followed, it can hardly be con.

'urd."
"t 'In the fase of Casty's fund, afterwards mentioned, counsel were of opinion that

education fell clearly within the olijects of the bequest.

= The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glusgow




.

BANFF. ~ 55

magistrates propose to erect a building * sufficient to embrace at
once accommodation for an infant school, for a free school on the
Madras system, and for class-rooms for the academy teachers,
(besides a library and museum ;) it being intended to admit the
xaore promising boys from the free schools to the benefit of a more
complete education in the classes of the academy.

By a will dated 8th February 1819, Mr Alexander Cassy, &
native of Banff, and then residing at Pentonville, near London,
left the residue of his estate, (after payment of certain legacies,)
in trust to the magistrates and town-council of Banff,—appointing
“ the interest accruing therefrom to be expended half-yearly, and
every half-year, towards the support of poor, aged, and infirm per-
sons, of both sexes, incapable of maintaining themselves by labour,
born within the precinets of the said burgh, and helpless orphans,
and other deserted children of both sexes, born as before, until
they attain the age when they may be deemed capable of provid-
ing for themselves. And I hereby declare it to be my desire, that
those who become objects of this charity, shall be selected at the
discretion of the majority of the aforesaid town-council, always
giving the preference to the most necessitous.” These are the
whole directions coniained in the will as to the mode of bestowing
the charity ; but the magistrates, previously to entering on the
administration of the funds, procured, for their more specific direc-
tion, an opinion of counsel, by which they have since been guid-
ed in the selection of cases for relief, '

Under the provisions of this will, the annual sum of L. 300, be-
ing the dividends upon L. 10,000, 3 per cent. consols, fell, in the
year 1824, to the disposal of the magistrates. A farther sum of
L. 7000, 3 per cents., together with the value of a house at Pen-
tonville, will fall in on the demise of certain liferenters named in
the will,

The average number of aged and infirm persons receiving re-
lief from this fund since July 1824, is 59; smallest number at
one time, 55; greatest, 66. The average number of families of
children (of une to six in each family,) 28; smallest number, 24;

* A chaste and classic design, (furnished by Mr W. Robertson of Elgin, archi-
tect,) has already been adopted by the trustees. The eastern fagade in designed to
be 154 feet long, and tu consist of a portico in the centre, in the Grecian Iopic siyle,
with side buildings and two protruding wings at the extremes, adorned with pilasters
and entablatures in the same taste. The situation of the building on the sscent an the
soyth-west of the town will be such ss to give it every sdvantage, particulerly when

seem, from the rosd that approaches from the south, across the river, andover the trees
environing Duff- Houss park. [ L
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groatest, 35. Average of both classes, 87 ; smallest, 82; greatest
96. The average payment at last distribution {to each old per-
son or young family,) was at the rate of L. 2, 15s. per annum ; the
highest being L. 4, 10s.; lowest, L.1. L. 10 per anoum is paid
to the teacher of Pirie’s school for instructing boys, and L. 5 to
the teacher of the fernale charity school for wstructing girls on
-the bounty.

By a will dated 7th May 1825, Miss Elizabeth Wilson, an un-
married female residing in Banff, pursuing an intention that had
been mutually formed between her and her deceased brother, Mr
Joha Wilson, baker there, bequeathed, to certain official and pri-
vate trustees, the whole heritable and moveable property of which
sheshould die possessed, with directions to apply the yearly produce
of the same, (with immaterial deductions,) in equal annuities, to six
tradesmen and six maiden women of the age of fifty years orupwards,
-and who haveresided in Banfftwenty years. The will alsodirectsthat
L. 2 yearly should be laid out in the purchase of books (selected by
the minister) for the use of the annuitants ; each of whom is far-
ther to receive, on appointment, a Bible and book of devotion.
Annuitants are named by a majority of the trustees. The ave-
rage amount paid to each hitherto has been L. 9 or L. 10 per an-
num.

Alezander Chalmers, Esq. of Cluny, who died last year, left a
settlement, jointly executed by himself and spouse, by which he
appointed the whole of his heritable and moveable property (sub-
ject to certain legacies and annuities, and to Mrs Chalmers’s life-
rent,) to be vested in trustees, for the founding, erection, and
endowment of an hospital and free dispensary of medicines,”
to be called ¢ Chalmers’s Hospital,” —¢ for the support, mainte-
nance, cure, and relief of destitute sick paupers, lunatics, and
other diseased and poor infirm persons of both sexes, born, domis
ciliated, and resident in any town or parish of the said county of
Barff, the inhabitants whereof shall make collections (for the in-
stitution) at their respective parish churches,” &c.—the site of
Mr Chalmers’s residence in the sea-town of Banff being at the
same time assigned as that of the hospital to be erected. The
trustees named for the management of this bequest are the Lord
Lieutenant of the County; Member for the County; Sheriffs-
depute and substitute; Provost; Ministers of Banff, Gamrie, and
Marnoch ; President of Society of Solicitors, and Peter and John
A. Cameron, Esqs.—three a quorum. :
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The whole value of heritable and moveable property which will
eventually be available for this charity is supposed not to fall
short of L. 40,000. - :

A Female Clothing Society has been for some years establish-
ed, which expends about L. 13 annoually, (raised by subseription
among members and others,) in providing clothes and fuel to poor
persons. 'There are besides one or two annual distributions of
coals in the winter season, from bequests made by benevolent in=-
dividuals.

Provident Institutions.— The friendly societies which have had
their regulations sanctioned under the new act, are, Solomon’s
Lodge of Gardeners, instituted in April 1778; Adam’s Lodge of
Gardeners, and the Mason’s Operative Lodge. These, with St
Andrew’s Mason Lodge, are all the friendly societies (unless the
trades’ incorporations, whose objects are similar, may be reckoned
such,*) existing in the parish. The Graystone Friendly Society
(established in 1792;) the Ploughman’s (1801 ;) the Sailors’
(1813;) and some more of later birth, have been dissolved within
the last few years. Few of the members of them were inclined
to take the trouble of conforming to the new act,—as few (it in
suspected) averse to a present division of their funds. All these
institutions, however, have gradually been suffering decay. Im
this, as in most other things, there is a fashion; and here .the
fashion has declined. Indeed, such societies are seldom entered
so much with prudential objects in view, as for purposes of amuse«
ment and gnnd_fel_l_g}_vf@hip. It is remarked, too, that these associa-
tions were never conducted upon sound principles,—the allowances
being graduated, not according to a scientific calculation of the
average proportion between contributions and claims, but in the
ratio of the absolute number of contributors. “The allowances
granted at present by any of these societies are inconsiderable.

To the principle of friendly societies the objection has been
made, that they bear, in some respects, too near an alliance to &
game of chances; and that each person, trusting teo much to the
benefit he himself may enjoy at the expense of others, is thereby
led to neglect sounder precautions against future necesgity, From
this objection, it is added, savings banks are free ; here each man
gets just his own savings, and hence, as alleged, the superiority of
the savings banks over friendly societies. But though some, on

* At the present moment (June 1336,}:th¢ tindes’ incorporations ‘are in the course
ﬂfbﬂng broken up, and the funds divided.
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these grounds, prefer the principle of savings banks, still friendly
societies seem generally to be reckoned highly beneficial in their
nature,~—supposing their management such as tolet their operation

have fair play.
The Banff Savings Bank was established in 1815. For the

last six years, the number of contributors, with the amount de-
posited by them, has been as follows, viz

Years. No. of Contributors. . Amoant depowited.

1R30, . 295 ’ . L. 2477 12 4
1831, . 288 . ’ 224 8 4
1832, . 2R3 . ‘ 217 9 |
1833, ' 274 . . 2393 il 10
1834, . 207 ' ' 2620 15 3
1535, . 304 . ' 2776 15 3

The amount of funds from this bank in the hands of the Com-
mercial Bank of Scotland is about L. 2900. The invesiments are
generally made by men and women servants from Banff and neigh-
bouring parishes. ' :

Pauperism.~—The poor of the parish are provided for, partly
from the funds of the kirk-session, partly by 2n annual subscription
among the inhabitants.

Besides the ordinary church collections, the kirk-session draws
annually in rents and interest the sum of L. 28, 9s, 4d.

A certain number of poor persons in the parish receive, direct-
Iy from the kirk-session, a regular weekly or quarterly allowance,
at the rate of from 5s. to L. 2, 125, a-year each.

The kirk-session has a farther expenditure for extraordinary
aids, and for allowances to persons residing out of the parish, but
who have acquired a claim to relief by former residence.

The affairs of the remaining poor of the parish are managed
by a committee chosen annually by the subscribers to the fund,
and which is divided into sub-committees for the several districts,

Along with the amount of the subscriptions, and occasional
windfalls, the committee have L. 100 annually placed at their dis-
posal by the kirk-session.

Cases for relief are selected, and the rates to each individual
fixed, by the committes, which meets twice a~year. The allow-
Ances are, for the most part, paid weekly, and range from 6d. to 1s.
Bd. to each person,—sq few quarterly from 2s. 6d. to 10s,

The following table presents a view of all the particulars now
mentioned -for the last five years :
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The system now described was first adopted in 1817, chiefly with
a view to the suppression of common street begging, an end which
it has effectually enough answered,~—though by no means so as (o
supersede the necessity for private almsgiving, and oecasional col-
lections for special cases of distress; and, taken generally, as a plan
of pauper management, its operation appears to have been, on the
whole, satisfactory.

It is, however, a circumstance well worth remark, that an addi-
tional annual expenditure since the year 1824 of nearly L. 300
{(from Cassie’s bounty, as already described,) bas had so far from
a proportional effect in lessening the amount required to be raised
otherwise.+ Few or none, indeed, of the persons on the general
poor’s fund are those who are receiving, at the same time, an al-
lowance from Cassie’s bequest. But the latter class of persons,
being only the next above the former, and that from which the ranks
of the regular poor may be supposed to be filled,~—the two funds
may, in estimating the effect of an increased provision for the poor,
be set down as one. It would, of course, be an error to say that
Cassie’s bounty has not been productive of benefit : it must, to its
extent, have saved distress or privation that would have been other-
wise felt: but an additional proof has been afforded by it, in the
present instance—if, indeed, experience were needed to prove what
may be pronounced before hand—that an increase of funds for the
maintenance of the poor will not lessen the number of the poor.

* For the last two years tlerehave generelly been three services in the churck each
Euudaﬂ and a resident heritor’s contribution to the collestions. _

+ e average sum expended by the FPoors’ Committee for eight years, 181724,
was L. 327 ; number of poor, 156; sve sum for five years, 183135, L. 216 ; num-
ber, 85 ; making only a reduction of 1. 111 on the sam, 61 on the number. It iy be-
lieved, too, that jt is not so much a lessening of the demand ag of the supply that oe-

casions even this difference——several families who were Bberal eontributors hevihg
died awsy or removed.
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Applications for assistance from charitable funds are stated to be
increasing in frequency in the parish; and it seems to be the opi=
nion of all who have the means of observing, that feelings of dis-
inclination to resort to such assistance are fast wearing off. There
is good reason for suspecting, besides, that the existence of so
many charitable institutions in the parish has been the means of
attracting poor persons to come from a distance to settle in it.
Prison.—The number of prisoners confined in Banfl jail for

three years has been as follows ;

18332, FR33. 1834,
Debtors, a o 17 B
Criminals, - - i 18 45
RBevenue offenders, - 5 4 a
42 37 56

Total each year,

Looking to the strength of the walls of the prison, the solidity
of its window gratings, and the ponderous iron deor which shuts in
its main passage, one would scarcely suppose a prisoner could have
much chance of escape; yet, in some instances, escapes have
been made from it, and in others, attempts to escape have only
been discovered when almost on the point of success.— Some years
ago, a few Crown debtors were confined for enormous penalties,
incurred for contravention of the excise laws; and on this cceasion,
so little dependence were the inhabitants disposed to place in the
power of walls or bolts to retain the captives, that, having the fear
of the Exchequer before their eyes (it being understood that the
town would be liable for payment of the penalties if the prisoners
escaped, ) they turned out, every night, in companies of four or six
by rotation, to guard the doors and windows of the prison. Stil}
the. prison may be said to-be well secured. It is also entirely five-
proof. But it.is decidedly deficient in accommodation, There
are only two apariments for the reception of civil prisoners, each
19 feet square ; and it is understood that a burgess of the town,
if confined in cne of these, has the power to exclude from it all
ethers who may not possess that happy distinetion. Unfortunate.
ly, he cannot exclude them from the prison altogether, Instances
have occurred in which ten or twelve persons have been huddled
together, day and night, in one of these apartments, or with only
the additional accommedation of the narrow passage into which
the apartments open. There are frequently six or eight persons
in. one of them. The situation of the prison is airy enough,
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but there is no court-yard to which the prisoners have access.
There are, besides the civil prisons, two celis for criminals. In
these there are no fire-places; and, even in the depth of winter,
the wretched inmate has nothing furnished bim but a bed-stead.
Light and air are admitted through a narrow slit in the wall, which,
till lately, was unglazed. So unfit, however, have these dungeons
been conceived to be, for the reception of any human being, that
criminals have, in fact, necessarily been allowed to encroach on the
sccommodation of the debtors. These prisons are on the second
story.  On the ground floor is a pretty large vault, with windows
opening into a narrow court, in which female prisoners are gene-
rally lodged together, without respect to the cause of their deten-
tion. There is also, on the ground floor, a dungeon, (lately con-
structed) which, assuming that the office of a dungeon is to make
human existence wretched, seems to want nothing that can con-
tribute to such a purpose, except the being fairly under ground.
It is entirely in the interior of the building, and cut off from all
direct communication with external light or air,—the small grat-
ing in the door opening only inte a half-dark passage. This is
said to be intended only for the temporary reception of persons
disturbing the public peace by brutal drunkenness or other outra-
geous behaviour. It does not appear, that until within these few
months, any regular means were employed for preserving cleanli-
ness, either as regards the apartments and furniture, or the per-
sons and dress of the prisoners, (except that water was carried m-
to them by the jailors.)

The jail is entirely under the government or superiniendence of
the magistrates. Criminals are allowed 3d. a~day, paid by the
county, before conviction ; by the burgh, after it. Debtors without
other means of subsistence receive an aliment from the imprson-
ing creditor, the amount of which is fixed by the magistrates. It
varies generally from &d. to 2s. 6d. per day.

Fairs.—The town is allowed by charters to hold seven or aighit.
fairs or markets yearly, but only four are held; and of these but
one { Brandon fair, at Whitsunday, ) is of any magnitude. This, as
well as the Martinmas and Lammas, are feeing markets. - There
are no cattle-markets.

Tuns and Alehowses.— There are 88 inns or shops licensed for
the sale of ale and spirits,~—all within the liberties of the burgh.
The general opinion seems to be, that the number of such hounses:
adds te the prevalence of tippling, and undoubtedly this vice pre=
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vails in the town to a considerable extent. But while some sup-
pose that habits of drinking bave their origin in causes which would
work alike, independently of the greater or smaller number of li-
censed houses, others, admitting the evil of licensing a house, but
from necessity, in a district where there is yet no other, maintain
that a small number of taverns or alehouses in a neighbourhood
where there must be some, has a direct tendency to increase dis-
sipation, from the greater number of visitors who must necessarily
resort to one place, and the consequent more frequent and easy for-
mation of drinking parties.

. A strong belief seems to be generally entertained of the perni-
cious effects of spirit-shops, as distinet from inns or taverns, in so
much as the former {more especially when furnishing, as some of
them do, a private reom for tippling, ) afford opportunities and temp-
tations to many persons who would be averse to be seen frequent-
ing the tavern.

Fuel—Coals; but as there is a peat-moss at the inland extre-
mity of the parish, peats are, especially in its vicinity, more or less
used. The average price of coals (mostly from Sunderland) is
about 1s. 03d. per barrel of 24 imperial bushels. Carriage in the
town about 1d. per barrel more. Peats, in the town, cost from 2s.
to 3s. per load, according to the size of the cart,

. COMPARATIVE STATE.

The chief differences that have occurred in regard to the state
and circumstances of the parish since the last Statistical Ac-
count was drawn up, have been sufficiently indicated under the
different heads comprehended in the present report. The ex-
tension of cultivation, and the use of an improved mode of hus-
bandry,—the establishment of the herring fishery,—the increase
of the corn exports, and introduction of the system of exporting live
cattle,—the formation of turnpike reads, and multiplication and
improvement of the means of communication,~~the discontinuance
of smuggling, —the expensive, though not quite efficient, additions
to the harbour,-—the establishment of new congregations and places
of worship,~—the institution of libraries,—the valuable bequests and
endowments made to the town,—the inereased conveniences from
gas lights, baths, and the like——may just be referred to as among
the most striking alterations. In regard to moral and social changes,
there is not much to remark, Like all other places in the king-
dom, the town partook of the fictitious and temporary prosperity

arising from the anticipations of the national revenue made during
p .
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the war ; and, like all other places, when the product of these ane
ticipations was once expended, and the permanent burden they en-
tailed began to be felt, it suffered from the transition. In the first
period, there was a general start upwards of every rank in society,
each occupying the place of the one next above it. 'The revalsion
was necessarily in proportion. Numerous failures among the mer-
chants and tradesmen took place after the peace; and no little
difficuity was sustained by others, whose circumstances were not so
necessarily made apparent. Perhaps the increased facilities of
bank accommodation which began to he afforded about that time,
augmented the evil. But the worst is now past ; matters have re-
turned to their natural level ; and nothing seems wanting, but the
continuance of foreignand domestic tranquillity, to enable the com-
munity to realize as much prosperity as, under national and local
circumstances bhardly admitting of alteration, the human condition
is usually known to allow.

szy 1836.
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PARISH OF DESKFORD.

F'RESBYTERY OF FORDYCE, AND SYNOD OF ABERDEEN.

THE REV. GEORGE 'INNES, MINISTER.

L—Torograruy anp Naturar History.
Name.—Tugz present name of this parish, there is reason to be-

lieve, is the only name which it has borne since its erection ; and
's supposed to have reference to its situation and climate with re=
gard to Cullen, with which it has, of ail places, the most intercourse.
Deskford lies to the south of Cullen, and being farther from the
coast, the climate is naturally colder than that of Cullen; hence,
the name Deskford has been derived from Chess Jure, which sig-
nifies ¥ g cold place to the southward.”*

Extent and Boundaries.—The length of this parish is rather
more than 5 miles, and its breadth somewhat above 3. It is bound-
ed, on the south, by Grange; on the west, by Rathven; on the

* Fordyce, from which Deshford was probably disjoined, is said to have the same

etymology. The g]ima:enrﬂ:e-pmter part of both is similar, and the name, {invert-
ing the sytlables.) is also similar,

13 The University of Edinlrirgh
Thie Uriversity of Glasgow



