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to adopt changes which are likely to prove beneficial. Large
tracts of ground in the parish which, thirty years ago, were bare
mgors, are now covered with thriving plantations, or have been sub-
jected to the plough; but it may be remarked, that, while the
land rent is at present nearly double of what it was at the date of
the former Statistical Account, it may be doubted whether the
wealth of the community is increased, or the commerce and trade of
the town extended. The greatest changes have occurred in the
public improvements of the town, and in the altered habits,
tastes, and manners of the people.

During the last thirty vears the streets of the town have been
newly paved, lighted with gas, and embellished by the erection of
a number of handsome buildings. In 1793, there was only one
small bridge in the parish, and the passage across the Findhorn
was made in a ferry boat, which often proved dangerous. There
are now four excellent stone-bridges on the burn, and an ele-
gant chain-bridge across the river In 18086, no public conveyances
passed through the parish; now a mail-coach and two stage-
coaches pass daily. It were very desirable if we could add, that
the improvement in the morals and religious feelings of the peo-
ple was commensurate with their increased social advantages ; but
it is to be feared, that the tendencies of luxurious ernjoyment are
more adverse than conducive to good morals and religion.

February 1842,

A —

PARISH OF EDENKILLIE.

FPRESBYTERY OF FORRES, EYNOD OF MORAY.

THE REV. PETER FARRIES, MINISTER.

[.—TorograrHY aND Narvrar HistTory,
Name, Boundaries, §c.—The ancient Gaelic name of this pa-

rish was Aodincoillie, which signifies the face of the wood. 'This
appellation, there can be no doubt, it derived from its general as-
pect ; for while it contained two-thirds of the royal forest of Dar-
naway, and the whole of the royal forest of Drummine, the quan-
tities of oak, Bir, hazel, &c. which are still dug up in the peat-
mosses, afford reason to believe, that the greater part, if not the
whole of the parish, was covered with wood. This parish is not
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unfrequently called Brae-Moray, which is descriptive of its aceli-
vity from the low grounds of Moray, near Forres, on the north, to
the range of hills to which it extends, and which divides it from
Knockando and Cromdale, on the south. ‘The form of the pa-
rish is irregular ; its greatest length from north to south is about
thirteen miles; its greatest breadth from east to west about seven ;
and it contains about fifty square miles. It is bounded” on the
north by the parish of Dyke, and a narrow portion of Rafford,
which separates it from Forres; on the north-east and east by
Rafford and Dallas; on the south by Knockando and Cromdale :
and on the west by Ardelach, Auldearn, and Dyke.

Topographical Appearances.—In its general surface, this parish is
hilly, but not mountainuus. The greatest eminence is the Knock
of Brae-Moray, which is a hill near the southern extremity of the
parish, of a round form, with a ridge sloping to the north-west,
and from its summit, which is about 1000 feet above the level of
the sea, it commands very varied and extensive views. 'The
whole of this part of the parish, extending several miles in breadth,
from Ardclach on the west, all along its southern and-eastern
boundaries, is bleak and moorish, diversified by a few small farms,
or rather parts of farms, which are under tillage, or were formerly
under tillage, but now form parts of sheep-walks. From about a
mile below the Knocek, the western side of the parish, comprehend-.
ing fully one-half of its mean breadth, and extending to its north-
ern extremity on the left bank of the Findhorn, within a mile of
the elegant suspenston bridge over that river, on the toll-road from
Inverness to Aberdeen, is for the most part under cultivation, or
coverad with wood. From many points, the views of this part of
the parish are extremely beautiful. The picturesque scenery of
the pleasure grounds of Relugas, the beautiful valleys of Dun-
phail, Logie, Sluie, and St John, on the banks of the Divie and
the Findborn, with the wood of almost endless variety, which rises
from the gently sleping or precipitous banks of these rivers, and
the finely cultivated fields on all sides of the grounds above, in-
terspersed with clumps of trees of various forms and dimensions,
present landscapes for richness and beauty, not often to be met
with, and to which a considerable extent of the Moray Frith,
which comes within the range of some of them, not a little con-
tributes.

Climate.—The climate is very different in the two opposite ex-
tremities of north and south of this parish, even beyond, perhiaps,
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what usually oceurs in a similar elevation and distance from the
sea. Surrounded by extensive plantations, under the most ap-
proved system of farming, within the influence of the mellowing
breeze from the Moray Frith, and with an elevation not exceed-
ing 100 feet above it, the district in the vicinity of Darnaway
Castle, (one of the seats of the Earl of Moray) and comprehend-
ing two-thirds of his Lordship’s domain lands there, and one-third
of the extensive nursery grounds and gardens, the atmosphere
i8 remarkably dry, mild, and salubrious. But leaving the forestry,
and ascending towards the southern extremity of the parish, the
difference of climate is.very perceptible. Here, from the entire
destitution of wood, and from its proximity to the lofty mountains
on the south-west, which are yet not so near as to afford shelter
from the prevailing boisterous winds which blow from that direc-
tion, the air is sharp and cold; the winter is ofien severe and
of long continuance; the snow is frequently found covering the
wbole surface to the depth of several inches, and the frost consi-
derably intense, when the plough is in active operation on the
lower grounds. On the latter, the grain seed-sowing and harvest
are ofien on the eve of being finished, when here they are only
beginning, At an average, there may be a difference of three
‘weeks between them. More rain, too, falls here than on the low
grounds of Morayshire, and, consequently, the old proverb, *¢that
Morayland enjoys forty days more of fair weather, and fifteen days
more of summer, than any other part of the. nation,” must be
taken with especial limitation, as respects the more remote and
elevated districts of this parish. The air, however, is healthful,
and no peculiar diseases are known to the inhabitants of any part
of it. In 1884, when cholera was raging throughout the whole
length and breadth of the land, and when it committed such fearful
devastation in Inverness, about twenty-four miles distant, and prov-
ed fatal to several of the inhabitants of Nairn, only seven miles of,
it desérves to be recorded, with feelings of gratitude, that not a
single case of infection occurred in this parish; nor even, what is
more remarkable, as being the only county in Scotland complete-
ly exempted from it, in any parish in Morayshire. There have
beem many instances in this parish of extraordinary longevity.
Within the last twelve years, twenty-two individuals were residing
in it at the same time, abuve eighty years of age, four of whom
were ninety-three, one ninety-five, and one ninety-six. When the
census was taken on the 7th June 1841, there were seventeen jn-
dividuals who were each upwards of eighty vears of age.
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Sotls,"—Those of the arable land are as follows :
Dyivision of Soils of the Arable Land of Edenhillie.—
1. A small extent of brown-coloured loamy soil,
Subsoil, clay and red mortar.
2. A considerable extent of sharp black soil.
Subsoil, partly mortar, sand, and dry gravel.
3. A considerable extent of light, dry, sandy, and gravelly soil.
Subseil, sand and dry gravel.
4. Mosas.
Subsoil, generally white sand and clay.
Lands under Wood.ww
5. A eonsiderable extent of brown-coloured gravelly soil.
Subsoil, red mortar and gravel,~—under very thriving oak.
6. A considerable extent of light clay soil, with a great mixture of
sand.,
Subsoil, gravel, mortar, and ciay~——under very thriving oak and
larch.
7. A great estent of light sandy soil,
Subsoil, sand and open dry gravel—under Scotch fir, larch, and
oak, all generally thriving. '
B. A great extent of moorish soil.
Subsoil, gravel and white sand—under Scotch fir and larch,

all thriving.

9. Wet moorish soil.”
Subsoil, retentive, clay, and close gravel-—under Scotch fir and
larch, all stunted, and in & backward state.t
Hydrography.~—The parish abounds with springs of the purest
and finest water, but none of a medicinal quality, deserving of no-
tice, have been hitherto discovered. The rivers are the Findhorn,

* The writer has to mknnwlcdgu his obligation for the fellowing account of soils
to an intelligent and respectable fariner in this parish. .

+ No. I is to be found on the farm of Bedstooe, and a amall extent en Dounduff

2. On Newton, Berryley, Connicavel, Caperhill, Dounduff, part of Gervalley,
part of Logie, part of Glenernie, Rast Tullyglens, the graater part of Dunphall estate
Half daugh, and part of the Kneck landa, ’

3. The high land of Dounduff, the greater part of the properties of Sluige, Logis,
and Holugas, West Tullygleas, and part of the Enoek lands. '

1. On Helugas, Broadshew, and Half daugh,

2. Part of Darmaway forest opposite SBluie, and part of Dounduff’ oak plantation.

6. Ono the llﬂppiﬂg banks on both aides ofthe Divie, Roughbog plantation on Logle
ung pll.:'r'r. of ?uuudu p!;:tatiml,

« Fart of Darnsway forest near the gate of Dounduff, the greater part of the w

of Reluges, sud part of Lugie at TwEmrt. s d oode

8, Part of Darnsweay forest, Logie, and Sluie.

#. Part of Relugas piantation on the hill, and hill piantation of Tullyglons
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the Divie, and the Dorback. Of these the principal is the Find-
horn, which * rises from a wide morass covering the flat summit
of a mountain in the midst of the Monad-leadh group” in Inver=
ness-shire, “ and runs” north-east * through a direct line of coun-
try not less than sixty miles, its sinuosities being about thirty more,”
and discharges itself into the Moray Frith, about three miles be-
low Forres. This river, in its course, runs through Edenkillie
about seven miles, dividing the Darnaway district, which contains
nearly one-sixth of its population, from the rest of the parish. The
Divie has its origin in the hills which have been noticed as form-
ing part of the southern boundary of the parish, and, with its wind-
ings, runs about nine miles in a norib-westerly direction, when it
joins the Findhorn. The Dorback flows from the lake Lochen-
dorb, also forming a part of the southern boundary of the parish,
and situated about midway betwixt the source of the Divie, and
where the Findhorn enters this parish. Like the Divie, it has the
whole of its course within the parish, which iz about seven miles,
when it unites with and loses its name in that river, about three-
fourths of a mile below the church, and three miles from its junc-
tion with the Findhorn. The Divie and the Dorback are but of
small dimensions, yet the former, for an extent of several miles,
especially after being united with the latter, may almost vie with
the Findhorn in the wilduess, variety, and picturesque descrip-
tion of its scenery; nor after extraordinary falls of rain can the
depth and force of its current be regarded but wiih mingled emo-
tions of admiration and alarm, ' Its capability of doing mischief has
been often felt ; onestriking instance of which has been well de-
scribed by the accomplished and talented author of the  Account
of the Great Floods in the Province of Moray in August 1829.”
"The scenery on the Findhorn in its course through this parish, par-
ticularly deserving of notice,and notinferior to any perhaps through-
out its whole course, commences at Rarnock or Raodolph’s Bridge,
about a quarter of a mile above where the Findhorn is Joined by the
Divie, and about an equal distance on the east from the house of
Relugas. From this place, for five or six miles down the stream,
the scenery is truly magnificent, comprehending all the varieties of
the wild, the grand, and the picturesque. Some of the finest views
of that splendid scenery are obtained from various points of the
very extensive and beautiful pleasure-walks, which were Jately
planned with. great taste by the Honourable John Stuart, and are
new in course of being finished—leading from the castle of Dar-
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naway through the forest, and extending for several miles along
the verge of the left bank of the Findhorn.

IHeronry.—The banks of the Findhorn below Sluie are ren-
dered remarkable by an extensive heronry which bas existed there
for generations. Some large and ancient oaks growing on the west-
ern side of the river are covered with the nests of this beautiful
bird, and a few are lodged in ‘the high and perpendicular cliffs of
sandstone that tower over its stream on the eastern side. It is
extremely interesting to watch the movements of these creatures
when they are congregated here for the purpose of breeding ; and
the conflict which is waged with them by the jackdaws who are
continually endeavouring furtively to possess themselves of their
eggs the moment they quit their nests, is often extremely amusing.

II.—Ci1virn HisToRry.

Land-owners.—'T'he principal land-owner is the Earl of Moray.
The other heritors, taken in the order corresponding with the va-
lue of their estates, are, Charles Lennox Cumming Bruce, Esq.
of Roseisle and Kinnaird, M. P. for the county ; Mrs Cumming of
Logie; Sir William G. G. Cumming of Altyre and Gordonstone,
Bart. ; and William Mackilligin, Esq., who purchased the property
of Relugas from Sir Thomas Dick Lauder of Grange and Foun-
tainhall, Bart., in 1836. Only two of the heritors at present reside
in the parish, viz. Mr Cumming Bruce and Mr Mackilligin.

Parochial Registers.—These consist of six volumes : 1. contains
acts of church discipline, from 8d Jaouary 1649 to 3d January
1676, and registers of baptisms and marriages from 1702 to 17383
2. Church discipline and collections for the poor from 1702 to
1720; 3. Church discipline and collections for the poor from
1720 to 1764 ; 4. Register of baptisms from 1733 to 1810, and
matrimonial contracts from 1741 to 1826, there being an interval
in the latter from 1765 to 1783 ; 5. Church discipline and col-
lections, and distributions to the poor from 1764 to 1841 ; 6.
Register of births and baptisms from 1810, and matrimonial con-
tracts from 1827 to 1841. From the above, several intervals ap-
pear to have oecurred, in which no insertions were made in the
registers of church discipline and matrimonial contracts since these
began to be kept in this parish; and the registers of births and
baptismas, with only one or two brief periods of exception, seem to
have been very irregularly kept, till about thirty years ago.

Antigquities.-—The Castle of Lochindorb, though a little bay ﬂnd
the boundary line which divides Edenkillie from Cmmdnla, yet

2 The University of Edinburgh
The LEniversily of Glasgow



184 ELGINSHIRE.

being situated on an island of a lake of that name, part of which
i& within this parish, and in the last Statistical Account, as well
a4 in other records, having been treated of as belonging to it, some
notice of it may be here expected. The remains of this castle
accupy a space of about eighty square yards, and bear marks of
having been u place of great strength. In 1303, Edward I. of
England took possession of it on his way to Inverness, and on his
return resided here for some time, where, and at Kinloss, he re-
eeived the submission of the northern parts of the kingdom. In
1336, it was the residence of Catherine de Beaumont, widow of
David de Hastings, Earl of Atholl, and * other ladyis that
were luvely,” when it was blockaded by Sir Andrew Moray,
(successor in the Regency of Scotland to Douglas, who was killed
at Halidon Hill,) but who, en the approach of Edward 111 with
a chosen body of his army, retreated to his castle at Darnaway.
Of that retreat of Sir Andrew Moray’s, Sir Walter Scott, in a
letter to Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, as stated in a note of that
gentleman’s work already referred to, says, that it was one of the
finest actions of the period, and most eharacteristic of Scottish
generalship. The only farther authentic information we have of
4he Castle of Lochindorb is, that it was left garrisoned by Edward,
~—was the place of imprisonment and death of the celebrated
William Bullock. a favourite of David Bruce, in 1342, —that it
passed from the Earl of Moray into the hands of Campbell of
Cawdor in 1606, and has been for at least a century past the pro-
perty of the Earl of Seafield.

The Castle of Duniphail is also a fortress of considerable anti-
quity,. though little can be learned either from history or tradition
respecting it. Its ruins oceupy a considerable space of the sum-
mit of a steep conical hill, only accessible by one side, with a deep
Barrow ravine, of a very romantic description, encompassing three-
fourths of its base, which is supposed to have been, in ancient
ticnes, the channel of the Divie, though its present course is 60
fest lowar, and 150 yards to the west.  After the battle of * The
Lost Standard,” the castle was besieged by Randolph Earl of
Moray, the first Regent of Scotland during the minority of David
Bruce, and gallantly defended by Cumin, the proprietor. In the
eourss of that siege, some incidents occurred characteristic at once
of the bravery and barbarity of the age. Allastair Bane, son of
Cumin, and aanan.whe -had distinguished himss!f by extraordinary
deeds of valour, being no longer nhig to cope with the enemy in
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open combat, after the dreadful slaughter of his followets in the
qngagement above alluded to, had recourse to ambuscade and
stratagem to harass the besieging party, and to supply his father’s
garrison with. provision. At length the place of his concealment
was discovered, which was a deep cavern in a wild narrow glen,
called Slaginnan, Gallice Slochk-nan-cean, about half a mile from
the castle, when he was taken by surprise and murdered. His
head was then cut off and thrown into the fortrese, with this ter-
rible taynt to the old man, * Your son has provided you with
meal, and we now send you flesh to eat with it.” K is a bitter
morsel, indeed,” said the veteran warrior, as he took it up, kissed
it, and wept over it, * but I will gnaw the last bone of it before 1
surrender I”  The ecastle and eatate of Durphail some time aftern.
wards became the property of Mr Dunbar, and now belongs to
Mr Comming Bruce. :
‘Ybe Doune Hill of Relugas is described in the last Statistical
Account as follows :~—% It seems to be a fortress of still greater
antiquity,” viz. than the Castle of Lochindorb, ‘¢ and used as such
far beyond the period of authentic history. It appears to have
been a place of strength, to which the inhabitants of the country
retired, with their cattle, upon the invasion of the Danes, to which
this country of Moray was so frequently exposed. It is a conical
hill, round & considerable part of which runs the rapid ‘river of
Divie, in a deep rocky channel ; and, when not defended by the
river, it is encircled by a deep fosse or ditch, with a strong ram-
part on the outside, mostly composed of stones, some of which
have the appearance of vitrification.” It is- probable that, in the
early history of the country, the Doune of Relugas was one link
of a chain of signal stations used for the purpose of communicating
by fires up the twin glens of the Findhora and Divie. The Ros
mans aleo seem to have occupied it at one time, for Sir Thomas
Dick Lauder, by digging, found some fragments of Roman pottery on
the summit of it, which are still in his possession. They were sup-
posed tohave had a line of posts from Forres to Brae Mar, and thenes
to Perth, and this was unquestionably one of them ; and in this veTy
line, and at no great distance, a spear and two bromze hatehets
were found on the property of Bluie, which are likewise in the pos:
session of Sir Thomas. ' ' S
Moders Buildings.~-The mansion-house of Dunphail, which is
an elegant edifice, and has been described as one of the happiest
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efforts of Mr Playfair’s classical taste, was built in 1829, A con-
siderable addition is now in course of being made, which, when
cvompleted, will greatly increase the accommodation, without, per-
haps, detracting from the effect of the original structure. It stands
on a terrace about 130 yards from the Divie, and 26 feet above it.
From its south-west front, the eye, after passing over the interven-
ing lawn, naturally glides along the beautifully wooded western
bank of that river, and through the vale of the Dorbach, tili the
view is terminated by the summit of the Knock. About 170 yards
from its north-east front rises the nearer of two tiers of terraces,
at the northern extremity of the higher and more distant of which
is the hill on whose summit the old castle stands, and which ap-
pears over the tops of the intervening trees and shrubberies, and
between the wood of the adjacent banks, “ majestic in ruins.,” On
the higher of these terraces, which stretches from the southern
base of the castle-hill, is the garden, which is most tastefully and
elegantly laid out, as are the whole of the flower-plots and shrub-
beries which ornament that beautiful valley, The dreadful ra-
vages committed there by the foods of 1829 have been amply re-
paired ; and, from the immense strength of the embankments
which have been made, no encroachments of the river in that
quarter, at least beyond the flat fields on its right bank, may any
longer be apprehended.

The House of Relugrs was considerably enlarged and improved,
about fourteen years ago, by an addition consisting of a very hand-
some suite of apartments, 96 feet in length, with an arched vesti-
bule projecting from the centre. The house presents a most
beautiful picturesque appearance from various directions, and ad-
‘mirably harmonizes with the delightfully romantic scenery of its
pleasure-grounds, and the surrounding.country.

The mansion-house of Logie stands at the northern extremity
of the valley of that name, on the right bank of the Findhorn; but
no alteratione have been mada on it, deserving of notice, since the
last . Statistical Account was published,

.A very bandsome shooting lodge, consisting of eight apartments,
belonging to the Honourable John Stuart, and generally ocoupied
by him and other members of the Noble family of Moray for se-
veral weeks of the shooting season, was erected three or four years
ago at the north-west base of the Kaock, on the right bank of the
Dorbach, and about three miles above its junction with the Divie.

4
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IIL—PoruLaTrION,

The population according to the return made by Dr Webster was - 1443
By the last Statistical Account, - - - - 1800
census of 1801, - .- " - - - 1193

i8il, - - - - ‘- 1216

1821, - - - - - 1233

1831, - - - - - 1300

isdl, - - - . - 1234

By the writer of the last Statistical Account of this parish, pub-
lished in 1793, the great increase of the population to that period
from 1775, is ascribed to “ a good deal of the waste land in the
remoter parts of the parish having been lately brought into cul-
ture by families settling in these wilder parts.” The subsequent
much greater decrease from 1793 to 1801, amounting to more
than a third part of the whole population, at the former of these
periods, appears to bave been owing to the extemsion of farma,
and the consequent removal not only of many of the former te-
nants and their families, but also of the cottagers and their fami-
lies, who had been very numerous on some of the properties be-
fore these changes were effected. The apparent increase again
from 1821 to 1831, may be accountod for from a number of msg-
sons and labourers employed in building bridges, and in making
the new line of road from Pitnisk to Dava, and other improvements
that were then going on in the parish, who did not properly be~
long to it; but were included in the census taken at-the latter of

these periods.

Number of families in the parish, . . . . a7
chiefly employed in agriculture, ' . 196
trade, manufactures, or handicraft, ap

in none of these oceupations, . 1
Number of males in the parish, . ' . L
fernales, G5

unmarried men, bachelors, or widowers, upwards of 50 years of age, 928
women, ineluding widows, upwards of 45 vears of age, 03
The average number of births yearly for the last seven years, . a2

METTIAEES, - ' . . 8
The number of persons at present under 15 years of age, . 471
upwards of 70, . " . 5

Number of insane, 2 ; of blind, 3.

Character and Habits of the People.~The practice of illegal
distillation, which prevailed to a considerable extent within the
last twenty years, amongst thé minor tenants of the upper districts
of the parish, was attended with all iis usual pernicious effects on
the inhabitants. Since their means of support, and of paying.
their rents from that source, have entirely ceased, a manifest iin.
provement has taken place, both with respect to their pectniary
circumstances and noral character. A due attention to their
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farms, which were formerly neglocted, has more than compen-
sated for any pecuniary loss that might at first be sustained by
the suppression of smugpling; and instances of intemperance
and open profanation of the Sabbath, are now of rare oceur-
Tence., A great improvement has also taken place in their attend-
ance on religious ordinances. The practice of announcing sales,
&c. by a crier, in the church-yard, upon the congregation retir-
ing from church, has been quite discontinued ; and there bave not
been more than two instances of funerals on Sabbath for the last

five years.
1V.—InpusTay.

Agriculture and Rural Eeonomy.—

The number of acres, standard imperial measure, which are either cultivated
or oceasionally in tillage, . . . . 3,331
The number of nores that never have been eultivated, supposed to be sbout 25,000
acres in 8 stato of undivided opmmon, - . o

seres under wood; 4,700

~ More than one-half of the land under wood belongs to the
Earl of Moray; two-thirds of the forest of Darnaway, as has been
already stated, being in this parish, which consists of ocak, ash,
beech, elm, sycamore, Spanish chestnut, larch, spruce-fir, Scotch
fir, mountain-ash, poplars, birches, gean-trees, hollies, alders, &ec.
In the course of the last twelve years, a large quantity of the wood
which had arrived at maturity in the forest has been cut down,
and the vacant ground has been filled up by young plantations,
consisting chiefly of oak, to the number of about 100,000 annu-
ally, on which all due care is bestowed in the way of draining,
pruning, and fencing. The young plants are raised from seed on
the nursery grounds at Darnaway. At three years old, they are
planted out in pits previously prepared by mixing a small quan-
tity of lime with the earth in the bottom, which is said to promote
their growth, 50 as to make as much progress the first year as
they generally do in two years, when planted in the usual way,
The proportion of the other properties under wood s nearly as
follows : Dunphail, 800 acres; Logie, 573 ; Altyre, 400; Relu-
ges, 547. The Beotch firs are greatly improved in quality, and
their growth promoted, by procuring the seed feom the natural
wood grown in Strathspey.

Mlent of Land.—~The average rent of land under cultivation is
about 164, per annum the imperial acre.

Bresd of Live-Stock.—The black-cattle reared are chiefly of
the Highlgnd breed ; but about 100 two years old, of a larger

& Thit Uniseesity of Edinbusrgh
Ehwe Winivers-dy of Glasgow




EDENKILLIE, 189

size, are purchased in autumn, fed upon turnip, and sold the fol-
lowing summer to cattle-dealers, who purchase them for the south-
ern markets. The sheep, consisting of about 2500, are of the
black-faced kind, with the exception of about 250 of the Cheviot
breed, which are purchased in September, and fattened upon tur-
nip for the butcher, or partly fed with turnip, and sold with their
lambs the succeeding year.

Fishings.— There is a considerable salmon-fishing within the
parish, at Sluie, upon the Findhorn, the property of the Earl of
Muray. Four men are employed there to fish, with a boat and
draught nets, the Sluie pool, and two ather pools near to it, with
two or three more, considerably farther down the river. Before
salmon-fishing nearer the sea was so well understood as it is now,
the fishing at Sluie was of great celebrity. It appears by a letter
dated 7th June 1648, from the Earl of Moray to his Countess,
that * in one night, on the Pool of Sluie alone, 1800 salmon
were taken ; aud at one draught, six-and-twenty scores.” About
thirty-six years ago, 360 salmon were caught in the same pool on
one day. But the number now taken, in all the pools connected
with the net-fishing there, does not average above 700 yearly. Itis
let to Messrs Hogarth and Co, st an yearly rent of L.50, the right
of angling being reserved to himself by the Noble proprietor,
which some years ago was let by the Company at 1..20 per annum,
At the Ess, or fall, which is about six feet in beight, and half a
mile abuvg Sluie, & man is employed by the Company to-fish with
an instrument here called n elip, which bas a handle ten feet in
length, and two or three erocked prongs. The man placing him-
self upon a rock immediately below the fall, and bolding his elip
about six inches under water, and eight or ten inches from the
rock where he is seated, watches the opportunity of the fish being
driven to the water’s edge by the force of the fall, and by a sud.
den jerk with his instrument, seldom fails to place it an the rock
beside him. -

The Findhorn affords excellent sport to anglers, both of salgion
and trout. A considerable variety of the Iatter kind of fish is caught

in the Divie and Dorbach, especially after falls of rain, .
' f’roduce.—The average amouont and value of gross produce,
yearly raised in the parish, may be nearly as follows :

Oats, 1257 imperial mores, at 1.8 10 0 per acro, L4800 L0 O
Barley, 181 do. a 0 0 do o5 0 0
Wheat, 125 dao. 810 0 da. B2 10 o
Pease, 85 da. 4 0 0 do 105 ¢ 0
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Potatoes;, 172 lmperial aeres, at L.5 0 0O acre, L.BED O O
Turnipa, 298 do. 3 10 I}PH do, 828 10 0
Rye-grest hay; 417 do. 3 0 0 do. 1251 0 O
{3rass in pature, H0E de., P 0 0 do. oE 0 0
2500 sheep, grazed at Sz per sheep, - - 575 0 0
Annual thinoings and fellings of wood, - 1700 0 0O

- - 50 0 0

Fishing, -

L.12,152 10 ©

Husbandry.— When the last Statistical Account was published,
farming seems to have been in & very backward state in this pa-
rish: Since then, hundreds of acres of land, which had been lying
waste and useless, have been brought under cultivation, with an
ample return of profit; and the land previously in culture, by
means of draining, cleaning, the application of lime, and a regi-
lar rotation of cropping, has been rendered, ia many instances,
worth more than double its former value. Lime, of which little
or none had been used at the former period, is now had recourse
to almost universally. It is procured from Cothall limekilns, the
property of Sir William G. G. Cumming, Bart., in the parish of
Forres, about six miles distant from the centre of this parish; or
from the sea-port of Findhorn, about fourteen miles off, where it is
imported from England. About seventeen bolls are generally

iven to the imperial acre, which are supposed to be fully equal
in the effects it produces on the land here, to a third more on the
low grounds of Morayshire nearer the sea.

The commencement of agricultural improvements in the upper
districts may be dated from about the beginning of the present
centurv, when Mr Alexander Wilson, late tenant at Gervally, was
brought from Berwickshire by Mr Cumin of Regulas to this parish.
His merits as an agricuiturist have been recognized in a manner
which must have been highly gratilying to his surviving family, as it
was honourable to themselves, by five extensive and most respect-
able proprietors, who erected a marble tablet to his memory in the
churchyard of Edenkillie, where his remains were deposited, in
order, as the inscription on It bears, *“ to mark the sense they en-
tertain of his zeal and fidelity in theé' management and improve-
ment of the estates in this neighbourhood.”

While the spirit of improvemeant, of late years, has been evinced
in a greater or less degree on ali the properties, it is no more than
justice to state, that the improvements, both of an usefyl and or-
namental kindy which have been making on Dunphail, the proper-
ty of Mr Cumming Bruce, especially on that part of it, of which
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there is a considerable portion now in his own hands, hold a dis-
tinguished place. Much waste land has been reclaimed, and more
in course of being so. The most approved system of farming has
been adopted. Fields have been enclosed, generally with sunk
fences faced with stone, along the tops of which are planted rows
of forest trees, or hedge-rows of thorn or beech.

The mode of drying land by wedge drains, according to the plan.
recommended by Mr Smith of Deanston, has been practised to a
very considerable extent; and the subsoil-plough, which Mr Cum-
ming Bruce introduced two years ago, promises to form. another
era in the improvement of agricuiture in this parish.

Manufactures.—There are three corn-mills in the parish, viz.
the Dunphail, the Logie, and Half-davoch. The Dunphail mills
include an oat-mill, cne for. barley, one for sawing timber, a
thrashing-mill, and till lately there was a carding-mill, all under
the same roof, and wrought by the same stream of water.

V.—Parocuian Economy.

Markets, Means of Communication, &c.—The nearest market-
town is Forres, at the distance of eight miles and three-quarters.
from the parish church. Nairn is fourteen miles, and Grantown
thirteen miles, from the same place. At Forres, is also the near-
est post-office; but runners earrying the mail bag betwixt Forres
and Grantown, which is conveyed in a gig from the latter place to
Aviemore, one of the stages on the Highland road from Inverness.
to Perth, pass twice a day along the road extending throughout
the whole length of the parish on the east of the river Findhorn..
Several carriers pass weekly along the same road. The turppike
road within the parish on the above line, nine miles of which were.
made about. ten years ago, is eleven miles in length; and three
more by the old route from Forres to Grantown. From the turn-
pike road, about half a mile above the church, there is a parish
road by the bridge of Dalt-lich, across the Findhorn, and through
the forest of Darnaway, to the toll-road between Inverness and
Aberdeen. Hesides these, from ten to twelve miles of roads have
been made by Sir William Cumming on his property within the
parish; which, with roads of several miles in length made by Mr
Cumming Bruce, afford excellent means of communication to al-
most every part of the parish. There are three toll-bars within
the parish; but travellers passing along the whole length of the.

toll-road pay onily at two of them. :
Bridges.—By the floods of 1829, two substantial stone bridges
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over the Dirie and the Dorbach, about sixty yards above their
junction, were swept completely away. These devastations, how-
ever, were, in 1831, fully remedied by a very handsome bridge
built across the Divie, near the church, on the new turupike road ;
and by one built at the same time over the Dorbach, in a very ro-
mantie situdtion, about half a mile above where the old one stood,
on the parish road already mentioned, by the bridge of Dalt-lich.
Both of these bridges have their archies built of granite, and spring-
ing from rocks on each side. |

Ecclesiastical State.— The church is situated on the right bank
of the Divie, not, as is marked on almost every map the wt:-iter has
seen, to the east of the Knock, but two miles nearly due north of
it; and is as central and convenient as might be for the general
population, though at the distance of nine and a-half miles from
one extremity of the parish. It was built in 1741, was new seated,
and underwent some other improvements in 1818, Though com-
fortable enough within, it is of a very mean exterior, and much
requires that something should be done at once io preserve the
building, and to improve its appearance, It is seated to contain
600 persons, which is sufficient for the population, especially as
thore residing in the Darnaway, or Conicaval district, from their
great distance, are unable regularly to attend their parish church.
The number of communicants in the parish is about 140, sixty
of whom are male heads of families; and from twenty to thirty
rom other parishes, join them in partaking of the ordinance of
the supper, at its annual dispensation in the parish.

The manste was built in 1823, It is a neat and handsome-
looking building, in the cottage style, and in good repair. It is sup-
plied with excellent water, conveyed by leaden pipes from a spring
180 yards distant; and which cost the last incumbent upwards of
L.40, The glebe, including the garden, shrubberies, and the site
of the manee, and offices, contains ten imperial acres, and is worth
L. 12 per annum. The stipend is 1.123, 6s. 10d.; 46 bolls, 2
pecks, 4 lippie of barley; 4 bolls, 1 firlot, 2 pecks, 4 lippie of
oatmeal ; 1 firlot, 1 lippie of oats, according to the old mea-
sute of the county. The average anoual amount of money and
vietoal stipend is about L. 185,

‘The number of families in the parish belonging to the Establish-
edchureh is, 269 ; sumber of Seceding or Dissenting families, 17 ;
Episcopalian, ‘. With the exception of only two of the families in
the patish belonging to Beceding or-Disseuting congregations, there
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is none of their houses within less than seven and a-half milesfrom’
the parish church. Their places of worship are Forres, and Bog-
hole in the parish of Auldearn.

Education.—T bereare five schools in the parish, exclusive of five
Sabbath schools, viz, the parochial school ; oneat Conicaval, andone
at Tullydivie, both of which are supported by the Society for Pro-
pagating Christian Knowledge: one female school at Half-davoih,
on the property of Sir William Cumming, who allows to the teach-
er asalary of 1.5 per annum ; and one female school at the Knock,
on the teacher’s own adventure.. The parish school, and the
schools supported by the Society for Propagating Christian Know-
ledge, are each attended by about 100 scholars in the course of
the year. The number present at all the schools, at the annual
examination by the presbytery last spring, was as follows : parochi-
al school, 60; Conicaval, 60; Tullydivie, 54 ; Half-davoch, 36 ;
the Knock, 80. About one-half of the number of scholars attend-
ing the school at Conicaval is from the parish of Dyke; and
about 8 from Hafford of those attending the school at Half-davoch.
The salary of the parish schoolmaster is the maximum, L. 84, 4s,
44d.: the school fees amount to about 1.18 per arinum ; and the
Trustees of the late Mr Dick’s bequest to the parochial teachers
of the counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Moray, have allowed
to the schoolmaster of this parish, for the present year, L. 38, §g.
1d., which allowance may be expected to be continued so long as
the teacher shall act in conformity to the regulations, and merit
the approbation of the trustees. :

Library.— There is a parish library consisting of 160 volumes,
chiefly of religious works. It is supported by a contribution of 1s.
per annum from each of the subseribers, of whom there are at pre<
sent about 40,

Savings Bank.— A savings bank was instituted here last year,
in connection with the Forres and Nairn Savings Baok; and, from
the manner in which a considerable’ number have already-availed
themselves of it, it promises to be highly useful. :

Poor and Parochial Funds.—The regular number on the poor’s
list is about 84, and the number who receive occasional aid ig about

* From the last Statistics! Account it appears that thare is a claim for three schools
in this parish from the Society for Propagating Christinn Knowledge, in consequence
of & donation by Dr Cumin, son of James Cumin, Esq. of Relugas. This tle,
man was physician to King William LIT. at the battle of the Boyne, in 1€060. . In
1714, he sent the sum of L.281, 13, 7d. Bterling to the Society, with s recommen-
dation that they should keep alwaya three sohools in this parish.

ELGIN, N

2 The University of Edinburgh
Thie LEniversiy of Glasgow



194 ELGINSHIRE.

8. The church collections for the poor, for the last seven years,
have averaged about 1.29; which, along with donations from the
heritors of about L. 10 per annum, (after deducting L. 4, 103, to
the session-clerk, precentor, and beadle}, are distributed regularly,
three times & year, by the kirk-session, according to the compara-
tive degrees of need of the applicants, and varying from 12s. to
L.1, 7s. per annum to each. These sums are very inadequate as
means of efficient relief. = But the deficiency is in a good measure
supplied by the beneficence of the Leritors to the poor on their re-
spective, properties; of which an excellent example is set by the
Earl of Moray, who allows to a considerable number one peck of
meal each, or 1s. per week. Several aged and infirm individuals
on the property of Mr Cumming Bruce are not only supplied with
soup, twice a-week, from the kitchen at Dunphail, but have also,
along with others, meal regularly, and occasionally blankets and
clothing, bestowed on them by him and his lady. The poor on
the estate of Logie still continue to be remembered by the pro-
prietress and her family, though now residing at a distance from
the parish, with all their characteristic liberality and kindness.
Nor would it be proper to omit to notice in this statement of good
offices to the poor, the readiness of the people themselves to con-
tribute to the aid of the necessitous, whether residing in their im-
mediate neighbourhood, or when application is made to them from
other quarters. In the course of the severe winter preceding last,
unaided by any of the heritors, save a small contribution from one
of them, they raised among themselves in meal and money about
L. 17 for behoof of the poor of the parish. The collections in
church in aid of the schemes recommended by the General As-
sembly average from L. 6 to L. 7 annually. _

Inns.— There are two-small inns in the parish for the accommo-
dation of travellers. Ta these there can be no objections when
used only for their proper purpose. But it is matter of regret, for
obvious reasons, that toll-kespers should be allowed to convert
their houses into dram-shopes. _

Fuel.—The fuel generally used is peat, of which a plentiful
supply, in favourable seasons, is obtained from the mosses in dif-
ferent parts of the parish. Coals are brought from the sea-port of
Findhorn, where they are imported ffom England.

o February 1842,
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