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estate of Troup are all related in some way to each other. This
systemn of clanship is carried still farther among the fishing
population in the villages; the most of whom in Crovie and
Gardenstown are of the name of Watt or Wisemen, so that they
are obligeds to have recourse to nicknames for the sake of distine-
tion. It is a rare thing for them to marry but among themselves,
as the manners and habits, as well as the work of the rural popu-
lation, are quite different from theirs, The influx of strangers,
however, at the time of the herring-fishing leads both sexes to form
connection with strangers, which will likely in time give more va-
riety of names.

March 1842,
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PARISH OF KIRKMICHAEL.*

FRESBYTERY OF ABERNETHY, SYNOD OF MORAY.

THE REV. ALEXANDER TULLOCH, MINISTER.

L—Toroararuy anp Naturar Histony,
Name.~—'THE parish takes its pame from the church, which was

dedicated, previous to the Reformation, to St Michael, and called
after his name, St Michael’s Kirk, or Kirkmichael,

Extent and Bounrdaries.—The parish is upwards of 80 miles in
lepgth from north to south along the banks of the Avon, a tribu-
tary branch of the Spey; and its average breadth is from 3 to 4
miles. Only about eighteen miles of its length is inhabited. The
other twelve or fifteen miles streteh into the Grampian hills, and are
uninbabited. Of thisterritorial extent, about nine miles of the inba-
bited part, andail the uninhabited portion, lie in the quoad sacra pa~
tish of Tomintoul. The main range of the Grampian mountains
on the south, and branches of thet range rumning from south to
north on the east and west form its bdundaries, and encircle it, ex~
cept on the porth, where it joins the parish of Inveravonin a nar-
row neck at the outlet of the Avon. ,

Mountains.— The whole mountainous range of Glenavon, in-
cluding the north side of Benmacdui and the east side of Cairn-

® Drawn up by the' Rey, Charles Macpherson, Minister of Tomintoul.
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gorum, the highest mountain in the Grampian chain, lies in the
southern extremity of the parish. "The forest of Glenavon
contains from 60,000 to 70,000 imperial acres, and has been
lately set off by the Duke of Richmond, the proprietor, as
a deer-forest. Cairngorum and Benmacdui rise sespectively
to the heights of 4060 and 4362 feet above the level of the
sea, and retain the unmelted snow in the ravines on their am-
ple sides generally ali the year round. ‘The general appearance
of the parish is mountainous, Its inbabited parts conaist of the
narrow valley of the Avon, and the tributary glens of the Congluss
and Kebat on the east, and the Lochy on the west.

Meteorology.—T'he temperature of the atmasphere, as ascer-
tained at Tomintoul by daily cbservation.at 9 a. M., for the year
1839, was as follows: The observations were made on Fahrenheit's
thermometer in the shade. Average monthly temperature, Janu-
ary, 25°; February, 275> ; March, 29§ ; April, 364°; May, 42;
June, 56§°; July, 56+%°; August, 52§°; September, 491°; Octo-
ber, 413°; November, 343°; December, 20}°. Average daily tem-
perature for the year, 434. The coldest day was the 26th Novem-
ber, 8°, and the warmest the 17th June, 79°. An extraordinary
snow storm occurred on the 18th May, and continued to the 16th.
The snow drifted to the depth of many feet. On the 14th, the ther-
mometer stood on an average of the whole day, 6° under the freeaing
point. The pressure of the atmosphere was as follows: Average
monthly pressure, January, 28.98 inches; February, 28.92 in.;
March,29.13 in.; April, 28.6 in. ; May, 29,57 in.; June, 29.46 in. ;
July, 20,29 in, ; August, 29.44 in. ; September, 28.88 in. ; Cecto-
er, 29.66 in. ; November, 29.2 in. ; December, 28.183in. Average
pressure for the year wag 20.37 inches. The pressure was least
on the 7th January at 9 a. M., 26.8 inches, and greatest on the
29th October at 9 A. M., 80.7 inches.

Hydrography.—"T'he obly river worthy of the name in the parish
is the Avon, or rather this water is s deep rapid stream, olear as
erystal, which, after running a course of about forty miles, and be-
ing increased by many tributary streams, falls into the Spey at
Ballindalloch, in the parish of Inveravon. Salmon is found in the
Avon from the month of June till towards the latter end of the
year. - '
Lakes.—Lochavon lies in the southern extremity of the parish,
io the bosom of the Grampian mountains. It is estimated at three
miles long and a mile broad. The scenery around it is particu-
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larly wild and magnificent. The towering sides of Bein-bord, Bein-
macdui, Cairngorum, and Bein-bainac, rise all around it, and their
rugged bases skirtits edges, except at the narrow outietof the Avon,
at its eastern extremity. Its water is quite luminous, and of great
depth, especiaily along its northern side. It abounds in trout of
a black colour and slender shape, differing much in appearance
from the trout found in the limpid stream of the Avon, which is-
sues from it. At the west end of the lake is the famouns Clach-
dhian or shelter stone, This stone is an immense block of gra-
nite, which seems to have fallen from a projecting rock above it, ris-
ing to the height of several hundred feet, and forming the broad
shoulder of Benmacdui. The stone rests on two other blocks
imbedded in a mass of rubbish, and thus forms a cave sufficient o
contain twelve or fifteen men. Here the visitor to the scenery
of Lochavon takes up his abode for the night, and makes himself as
comfortable as he can, where * the Queen of the storm sits,” and
at a distance of fifteen or twenty miles from all human abode.
There are various other small lakes called na-du-Zochan or the
black lochies, a little to the southeeast of Lochavon, towards the
forest of Braemar. These ulso abound in trout, and afford good
sport to the -angler. Lochbuilg lies between Inchrory and the
Garron on the Begllach-dearg road. It is upwards of a mile long
and about half that breadth, and abounds also in trout.
Geology.— The whole range of the Grampian Hills is compos-
ed of granite rock. There is a bed of sandstone of rather soft and
friable quality, running across the whole breadth of the parish
at Tomintoul ; and farther down, there is a bed of slate-stone,
also running across the parish pear the parish church. There is
a siate quarry wrought in this bed close by the banks. of the Avon.
It preduces excellent gray slates and pavement slabs, not inferior
perhaps to any in Scotland. Limestone abounds in almost every
part of the parish. Ironstone is found in the south-eastern extre-
mity of the_ parish, in the Hill of the Leacht. About a century
ago, the iron ore from this place was transported sixteen miles
across the country on horseback, and-manufactured with charcoal
from the woods of Abernethy by an Iron Company established
there. The ore is cousidered rich, and is to be foynd in great
abundance.* Fluor spar is found in the Braes of Avon, and there

* Specimens of it bave been analyzed and found to contain 85 per cent. of iron. Tt
is also interepersed with rich veins of manganese, of which a considerabla guantity
has been dug out, in the courss of last summer, by workmen employed by the Duke
of Richmond. It ia proposed to carry on the mining of this valusble mineral, which
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15 an extensive mari-bank close by the Avon, a little below Inch-
rory, in the southern extremity of the inhabited part of the parish,
but it is not ava‘c]ahlc,fur agricultural purposes, from the want of
a road toit. If there were any access to this marl-bank, it would
be of great value in the parish.

There is a considerable porﬁﬂn of the arable soil alluvial, {. e.
on the haughs of the Avon, and its tributary streams; and the
greatest part of the remainder rests on lime-rock, and consists of
a rich loam. The soil, on the whole, is productive, and wor-
thy of a better__climate.

Zoology.— The eagle is still found in the forest of Glenavon. It
builds its eyrie in some inacecessible rock, and continues {from year
to year to hatch its young in the same spot. One of these noble
birds was killed some years ago, which measured upwards of six
feet from tip to tip of the wings. 'The following incident, illns-
trative of the habits of birds and beasts of prey, may not be un-
worthy of notice. One of the keepers of the forest being one day
reclining onthe side of a hill, observed an eagle hovering about
for its prey, and 3darting suddenly down, it caught hold of
a polecat, with which it rose up and flew away in the direc-
tion of an immense cliff on the oppesite hill. It bad not pro-
ceeded far, when he observed it abatingits course, and descending
in a spiral direction, until it reached the ground. He was led from
curiosity to proceed towards the spot, which was about a mile dis-
tant from him, and there he found the eagle quite dead, with its
talons transfixed in the cat. The cat was also dead, with its
teeth fixed in the eagle’s gullet. Foxes were, some years ago, nu-
merous in the mountain ranges of the parish, and were very de-
structive to the flocks, but it is believed that they are now nearly
extirpated. Otters, weasels, polecats, and rabbits, are found in
the parish. All sorts of game, such as grouse, ha:rﬁ'-g: shipe, and
partridges, abound over the whole parish. Ptarmigan, also, are
numerous on the Grampian hills. Exclusive of the immense forest
of Glenavon, {now being stocked with deer,) the shooting on the
Duke of Richmond’s portion of the hills alone lets at about L.8060

a-year.
The domestic animals are all of the ordinary kind, but conside-

it is expected will pay well and give employment to a number of work people. Flam-
bago i alse found in considerable quantity and of good guality in the immediato

neighbourhood.
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rable improvement is now taking place in the breed of cattle,
horses, and sheep,

IL—Civir. Histony.
Eminent Men,~ Of military officers connected with the parish,

may be mentioned Major-General William Alexander Gordon, C.
B. of Inverlochy, (ofthe ancient and respectable Gordons of Crough-
ly,) an officer of undaunted courage and intrepidity, whe, at the
memorable battle of the Nieve, at the head of the light infantey of
General HilP’s division, led the van in erossing the river, dislodged
the enemy on the opposite bank, and turned the fortune of the day
in favour ofthe British arms. The General stiil lives to enjoy his well
earned honours and the respect of his countrymen. He had three
brothers officers in the army, one of whom, James Gordon, Esqg. of
Revack, in Strathspey, retired from the paymastership of the 92d
Highlanders at the close of the Peninsular war, and now lives be-
loved and respected by his family, and a numerous circle of friends
and acquaintances.— Aoother family, that of the late Mr Samuel
Middleton of Inveroury, has beenequally eminentin the military de-~
partment. One of his sons, Lieutenant-Colonel William Middle-
ton, an accomplished gentleman and officer, has lately retired from
the command of the 42d Highlanders, after an active service of
more thao thivty years, prioecipally abroad. Another of them,
Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Middlaton, retired from the command
of a cavalry regiment some years ago, and two more of his sons,
John and Alexander, the one a captain, and the other a quarter-
maste?, lost their lives in the service of their country. The pro-
maotion of this family rested solely on their own individual me-
rit and bravery.——Another family, that of the late Captain Robert
Macgregor of Delavorar, nlso furnished four meritorious officers
for the King’s service. The last of them, Captain Charles Mac-
groego?, a worthy gentleman and magistrate, died at Delavorar some
Years ago,

Land-owners.-~—The sole land-owners are the Duke of Rich-
mond and the Earl of Beafield. The former owns about nine-
tenths, and the latter about one-temh of the parish.

Parochial Registers.—The parochial registers have been very
imperfectly kept: 'There are no original records previous to the
beginning of the present century. At that period, there were some
fragments of registers of births and marriages extending as far back
as the year 1725. These were collected and transcribed about the
yvear 1800, but there are considerable blanks in the manuscript.
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The earliest entry in the register of births is in the year 1725, and
of marnages, in 1726. There are no records of minutes of disci-
pline previous to the year 1810, and even since that period, these
records have not been regularly kept.
11I.—PorvraTion.
The population, taken at different times during the last eighty-
four years, is as under :—

In 1755, according to Dr Webster's report, . . 12858
1792, according to the last Statistical Account, . 1276
1811, an taken under the direction of Parliament, . 1586
1821, Do. IDo. . . 1570
1831, Dao. Do, 1741
1839, as ascertained by correct enumml.mu, . | B2

Of the population of 1831, there were 836 males, and 905 fe-
males. During upwards of fifty years previous to the commence-
ment of the present century, the population appears to have re-
mained nearly stationary. But, during the first thirty years of this
century, it increased between 400 and 500, This increase has
been owing to the introduction of an improved system of husbandry
during that period, and the great kindness of Dukes Alexander
and George Gordon to their tenantry, and their desire to continue
them snd their families on the estate, and promote their wel-
fare. It may also be mentioned, as conducing to this increase of
the population, that Alexander Duke Gorden gave great encou-
ragement to the willage of Tomintoul ; in consequence of which
the village increased from 37 to 143 families during the same period,

Since the year 1831, there has been a decrease of 19 on the
population. This decrease is accounted for by the great failure
of the crops during the last four years, and by the village of To-
mintoul having been enlarged bevond the maximum of its resources
for supporting its inhabitants, many of whoor are now obliged to
leave it; and alse by a desire, manifested on the part of the pro-
prietors, to enlarge the furms in the parish, with the view of in-
ereasing the comfort of those who occupy the soil ; and it is more
than probable, that, from the operation of the two last mentioned
causes, the population will eontinue to decrease, at least for seme
time.

Fire population in the vi of Tomintoul is . 580
landward part of the pa.tuh. of Tnmmt.nu], . 458
Kirkmichael, " 734 .
e } 1O

Totsl, . AT
The birthe in the parish for the last seven  years are as under :
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Protestant Lirtha Protesiant Homan
Yaar, in guoad racrda pos- hirths in Catholic Total.
rich of Tomintoul. EKirkmichael. births.
1833, . Is . 4 . - 1} . 52
1804, . 20 . 4 . 10 . 34
1835, . 20 . B . a5 . 62
1834, ; I - . 8 . 18 . 43
1887, . 23 5 . 19 . 47
1838, . 18 9 . 18 . =37
1539, ' I8 3 . 15 . a6
143 . 45 . 143 . 311

From this table, which has been constructed from the registers,
it appears that the average Protestant births in the guoad sacra
parish. of Tomintoul, among a population of 623, has been, for
each of the last seven years, 203 ; and in Kirkmichael, among a po-
pulation of 614, 63; and among a Roman Catholie population of
485, 174. Average anoual births in the whole parish, 443. From
a comparison of the Protestant population allocated to the parish
church, with the number of births, it is evident that not a third of
them is registered. |

The number of Protestant marriages for the last seven years in
the guoad sacra parish of Tominteul is 14, average yearly 2; at
Kirkmichael, 32, average yearly, 44 ; Roman Catholics, 16, ave-
rage yearly, 23.* Average yearly in the parish, 8%. 'There is no

register of deaths kept.
The number of persons under 15 years of age, is G684

batwixt 15 and 30, « 375
20 and 50, -

S and 70, . 219
upwarde of 70, . 03
Total, fr2a

There are 20 individuals above eighty years of age, 3 are above
ninety, and there is a married couple, each of whom is above
eighty-seven years, and who have lived happily tegether in the
bands of wedlock upwards of sixty years.

There are two proprietors of land of the yearly value of L.50
and upwards, -

In the quoad sacra parish of Tomintoul, in a population of 988,
there are 10 widowers and 41 widows. There are 13 bachelors
and 4 widowers above fifty years of age, and 50 unmarried women
and 37 widows above forty-five years of age. There are 225 fa-
milies; of these, 123 have married couples at their head. The
other 123 are superintended by widowers, widows, bachelors, and

*= It appears that this number of marriages registered at Kirkmichasl includes sc-
veral of the marriages registered st Tomintoul, boih Protestant and Homan Cetbelic.
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spinsters. There are 313 uader twelve years of age, and 187 un-
der seven years. There are 187 who usually employ themselves
as servants,—being 120 more than the number of individuals in

that capacity which the parish requires.

The number of illegitimate births for the last twelve years is

somewhat under an average of 8 each year.
There are 362 families in the parish, The average number of

individuals in each family is 5% in the landward part of the parish,
and 37 in the village. There are two fatuous persons, and two
dumb,

The language generally spoken is the Gaelie, but it has de-
creased very considerably within the last forty years. There is
not an individual between twelve and forty years of age who can-
not speak English., They all read English, and there are many
of the rsing generation who cannot speak Gaelic.

The people have improved much of late years in the habits of in
dustry and cleanliness. Amidst many difficulties and privations,
they enjoy, in a reasonable degree, the comforts and necessaries of
life, and are a contented and happy people, enthusiastically at-
tached to their kindred and country, of unshaken loyalty, and
firmly adhering to the civil and religious institutions of the land.

Upon the whole, the inhabitants of this parish may be said to
be an intellectual, moral, and religious people.

Poaching in game and salmon, though much on the decrease, is
not wholly exterminated. Private distillatton, and smuggling in
ardent spirits, which not many years ago prevailed universally,
and which tended much to the demoralization of the people, are
now wholly unknown.

IV..~InpusTry.

The number of acres, standard imperial measure, which is culti-
vated within the parish, is about 2400. The number of acres
which never have been cultivated, and which remain constantly
waste or in pasture, is uncertain, but of great extent; it is esti~
mated in the last Statistical Account at 80,000, exclusive of the
forest of Glnnamn, which is not less than 60,000, say 140,000 in

whole.
There is not an acre of planted wood in the parish; bat thur

greater part of the valley of the Avon is interspersed with natursl
growing birch and alder, which adds much to the beauty of the
scenery ; but the wood is of little vulee, as no care iz bestowed upon
the management of it. The average rent of arable land per im-
BANKF. U i
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perial acre, is about L. 1, 8s,; but some extent of pasture land is
allotted to each farm rent free, and several districts in the parish
have a privilege of pasturing sheep and cattle in common over the

hills and moors,
Wages.—'The rate of wages for farm-servants in the year is

from L.9 to L.12 for ploughmen, and from L. 8 to L.4, 10s. for

women- servants, with vietuals.

« Live-stock.—'1'he black-faced sheep are the common breed in
the parish, and of cattle the west Highland is preferred. 'I'bat at-
tention to their improvement which would be desirable, has been
for a leng time mneglected, but of late years, -from the encourage-
ment given by the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland,
by the distribution of their premiums, more attention is now given
to the improvement of the breeds. Some tenants of capital and
enterprise have brought into the parish animals of a superior kind,
and it is to be expected that the improvement in this important
branch of agricolture will still advance.

" The total number of cattle in the parish of Tomintoul is 801 ;
of sheep, 6536 ; of goats, 410; and of horses, 188.

The general mode of husbandry pursued is the six shift rota-
tion, viz. green crop, barley or bear sown with grass, two grass
¢rops, and two corn erops. This system was introduced about
thirty years ago, and has tended much to increase the quantity of
grain raised, and the number of cattle reared. The Duke of Rich-
mond now restricts his principal tenants to a five shift rotation of
eropping.

Leases, fc.—The general duration of leases is nineteen years.
These, with few exceptions, expire in 1842, Considerable im-
provement has been made within the last twenty years, in the
building of dwelling-houses and farm-steadings. The buildings
on the farms of Inverlochy, Croughly, Ruthven, and Delavorar,
are very substantial and commodious. The tenants on these
farms, and generally in the parish, bhave of late years improved
and enlarged their farms by draining, enclosing, and cultivating
waste ground ; and by the encouragement now offered by the
Duke of Richmond, the proprietor of the principal part of the pa-
tish, theré is no doubt but with the commencement of pew leases

this improvement will proceed still more rapidly.

¢ Raw Produce.—
i3 The sverages prodoce of grain of all kinds, whether cultivated for the food
of mact ar the domestic animals, may bé estimated at L. 3500
Of potatoes and turnips cultivased in the fialds, st . 1200
[}f h‘r. - - m .
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VY.— PanocHiaL Economy.

Village.— Tomintoul is the only village in the parnish. It is
situated about five miles south of the parish church. It was com-
menced in the year 1750, and new contains a population of 530.
It has five markets held annually in it. There is no system of po-
lice established. The villagers subsist chiefly on the produce of
their tenements and the small lots of land which they rent from
the heritor. 'The average quantity of land attached to each tene-
ment 1s abont two acres. There are 120 tenements, and 143 fa-
milies, 56 of the families occupy all the land. The tenure is
a 114 years’ lease of the tenement, consisting of 36 falls. The
lease commenced in 1825. ‘There is no branch of trade or ma-
nufacture established in the village, and the lots of land are too
small for the comfortable maintenance of those who occupy them.
There are B7 families depending on handicraft, trade, or on their
industry as common labourers, or on charity for their maintenance.
The site of the village was a bleak and barren moor previous to
its erection in 1750, and still from its exposed situation, and hav-
ing no woad near it, it presents a bleak and barren aspect. Itis
the highest in elevation above the sea, and probably the farthest
distant from the sea of any village in Scotland of the same extent
and population.®

Means of Communication.— The parish presents the greatest fa-
cilities and inducements for being made one of the most public
thoroughfares of any Highland parish in Seotland, yet it is cari-
ous, if not extraordinary, fact, that it is shut out from all commu-~
nication with the surrounding countries, and remains at this mo-
ment nearly as unapproachable as it was a hundred years ago.
“Whilst the improvements of late years hava brought turnpike roads

* Tomintoul, or tom-gn-t'sabhail, signifles the barn hillock. There was a small
farm near where the site ofthe village now is, having the barn on a gentle eminence,
at a Uitle distance from the dwelling.-bouss. This eminence or billock tock its name
from the circumstance of having the barn placed on it, and hence the name of the
village, Previous to the erection of the village, and many years thereafter, this lLic-
tle farm and &l the ground now occupied by the village and attached 2o it, did not
produce L.30 of yearly rent tothe proprietor. It now produces neariy L.300. Tore
than three.fousths of the land has beep improved by the villagers within the il.l-t
forty years, from barren moor and bog, with a wet, gravelly, impervious subsoil,
The rent now charged for this ground s sbout L.1 per aore, which seema altogether
out of proportion to ita quality and produce, From minute caleulation of the pro-
duce of the erop of 1888, in the whole village, it was ascertained that the land rent
for every boll of meal produced was L.4, 16s. 2d., nnd taking the three orops and
rents of 1886, 1837, and 838 togther, the land rent paid per boll of produce, was
1.2, 5s. 2d. ; but these years, together with 1839 and 1840, formed a series of unpte-
todentedly bad years—tha crop of esch of them in sicoession being nuarly sll destray,
ed by froet in the month of August. _
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within some miles of it on the north and east, none of them have
yet reached its boundaries, and on the south and west there is not
a turnpike within thirty miles of it. There is a daily post to To-
mintoul, and several small carriers go weekly, or as occasion re-
quires, to Elgin and Forres. The supply of merchant goods is
brought chiefly from Aberdeen. The long-projected: south and
north line of road from the shores of the Moray ¥Frith to Perth,
lies through the parish. 'This line of road, if opened, would
create a-transit of all marketable commodities, both to the north
and south, and bring Elgin and Perth about fifty miles nearer each
other. An east and west line from Aberdeen to Inverness also
Yies through the parish. This line if opened, would cross the for-
mer in the village of Tomintoul, and be fully as short as the pre-
sent line by Keith and Huntly, There are only twenty-one miles
of it to open from Grantown to Strathdon, through.this parish,
The opening of these two great lines of road wonld promote the
means of communication in every direction, and conduce greatly
to the improvement and prosperity of the parish. The present
mail route between Tomintoul and Perth (by Dundee and Aber-
deen), is 167 miles, whereas by the proposed line by Braemar it
is only 67. 'This line was surveyed in the year 1810 by direction
of the Commissioners for making Highland roads and bridges. It
was again surveyed in the year 1832, by direction of the Lord
Lieutenant of Morayshire, and other noblemen and gentlemen in-
terested ; and again in 1839 by direction of the trustees of the
Blairgowrieand bridge of Cally turnpike road. The total estimated
expense of completing the whole line from Elgin to Perth is vari-
ousiy stated in these surveys at about L.18,000 to L. 23,100, It
is calcutated that the free revenue to be derived from tolls would
yield 5 per cent. interest for upwards of L.13,000 of this sum, and
that about 1..10,000 will have to be subscribed by the heritors and
others more immediately benéfited by the undertaking. It is much
to be regretted that after so many repeated attempts, duri ng up-
wards of thirty years, this comparatively small sum could not be
raised for the accomplishment of such s great national improvement.
The only portion of the line at present impassable by wheeled
catriages lies between Tomintoul and Castletown of Braemar, a dis-
tance of twenty-one miles, and the highest estimate for opening
this portion, including the expense of a bridge over the Dee, is
only-L. 8200, : It is, hu#evf:r, stl to be hoped that the public
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spirit of the heritors on this principal portion of the line, sided by
Government and all others concerned, will surmount every obsta~
cle, and speedily open up this great and important line of com-
munication between the north and the south of Scotland.

Ecelesiastical State.—The church was built in the year 1807,
It contains sufficient room for 3850 persons. It is situated about
four miles from the northern extremity of the parish, and fourteen
from the southern. Since the erection of Tomintoul into a pa-
rish quoad sacra, its situation, (as regards the congregation now
attending it,) is the most convenient that could be chosen. It is
a plain building, in tolerable repair. It has no gallery, but is of
sufficient size for the congregation allocated to it. The sittings
are all free. The glebe is about nine acres. The stipend is 15
chalders, at the fiars prices of the county of Banfl, one-half in
oatmeal, and the other half in barley, with L.8, 6s. 8d. for com-
munion elements. The manse and offices were rebuilt on a new
site on the glebe in 1825, and are in good repair. The manse
is an elegant and commaodious .dwelling, situated on the top of
a romantic kooll, 200 or 390 feet above the level of the Avon,
and commanding an extensive view of the picturesque valley
of the Avon to the south, with the summits of the Grampian
Hills in the distance, _The good taste and liberality of the
Rev. Mr Tulloch, the present incumbent, have done much in
adding to the elegance of the manse, by his improvements im
planting and inclosing around it, and in opening up approaches
to it.

There is a Government church and manse in the village of
Tomintoul. It was built by Government in 1826, at an expense
of L.750 for the church, and 1.788 for the manse. It is situated
five miles from the parish church. The district allocated to it
was erected into a parish quead sacra by the General Assembly
of 1833. The stipend is 1,120, including communion elements,
and is paid by Government. There is a glebe of half an acre,
with another half acre and two roods for a garden and site of the
church, manse, and the church-yard, The church affords accom-
modation for 336 sitters, and is built to admit of a gailery to con-
tain about 200 more. Two-thirds of the area are let at from 6d.
to 8d, each sitting, annually ; the proceeds to be applied in keep-
ing the church and manse in repair; but the rcollection of the
seat rents has been discontinued for some years, 'The other third
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part is allotted as free sittings. The manse is a neat cottage of
one storey, cousisting of seven apartments.

There is a Roman Catholic chapel also in the village, Itis a
very substantial and capacious building, and includes the priest’s
dwelling-house, which consists of eleven apartments. It was
built in 18388, and is sufficient to accommodate 464 persons on
the ground area, besides space for galleries to accommodate 300
more. The sittings at present fitted up are for 368 individuals,
‘T'he expenses of the building were defrayed by private subscrip-
tions over the three kingdoms. These are stated as exceeding
L.1200; but the exact amount, or how much has been expenderd
on the building, is not known. The bishop resides at Presshome,
in the Enzie, near Fochabers. The priest is paid by the seat-
rents of the chapel, which are let at from 2s. to 4s, each sitting.
He has also the interest of L.400, bequeathed by a native of this
parish to the priest at Tomintoul, besides the annual allowance
of about L.9 from the fund for the maintenance of the Roman
Catholic clergy. The number of families attending the parish
church is 115, and the individuals, 614. The number attending
the church at Tomintoul is 148 families, and 623 individuals,
‘Total attending both the Established churches, 263 families, and
1237 individuals. The number attenging the Roman Catholie
chapel is 99 families, and 485 individuals; and as the chapel 1s
sufficient to accommodate 764 persons, it appears that the muni.
ficence of the supporters of Popery has, as inthis instance, furnished
accommodation for 279 individuals more than the whele congre-
gation, young and old, attending it consists of. Divine service at
the Established Church is generally well attended. A great im-
provement has taken place in this respect of late years, although
there are a few nominal adherents of the Church of Scotland,
who still retain the pernicious habit of going to church only oc-
casionally, or not at all,

The average number of communicants in the church at To-
mintoul is 150, and in the parish church, 148: total, 293.
There are occasional collections and subscriptions raised for the
General Assembly’s schemes for religious purposes, for the Bible
Society, and for the infirmary at Aberdeen. These collections
and subscriptions amount annually to about T..10,

Education.— There are three permanent schools in the parish,
1. the parish school, near. the parish church. It is attended by
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about 20 scholars annually. The teacher has the maximum salaf_
ry of .34, 4s. 43d., besides being eligible for a share of Mr
Dick’s bequest of from .20 to L.30 a year. The school-fees
average ahout L.8 a year. By the liberality of the heritors, the
teacher has a dwelling-house of six apartments, and a commodi-
ous school-room sufficient to contain about 100 scholars. The
school-room was built in 1836, and both school-room and dwel-
ling-house are in good repair. The teacher has a garden and
croft of land sufficient to keep a cow. He has L.1 a year of fee
as session-clerk, besides the usual perquisites of office, which do
not amount to more than L.2. 2. There is a school in the vil-
lage of Tomintoul. The school is at present on no established
footing. The teacher receives L.17, 8s. 3d. a year as a gratuity
from His Grace the Duke of Richmond. The parochial schoo] was
situated in Tomintoul until the year 1835, and the teacher still
enjoys the accommodations. T'he school isattended by upwards of
100 scholars annually. The school-fees average about L.14 a year.
There are measures now in progress for erecting this school into
a parochial schocl, under the Aect I. Victoria, c. 87. The heri-
tors have liberally undertaken to enlarge the accommedations, so
as to entitle the teacher to the maximum salary; aaod it is expect-
ed that he will be also ehigible for a share of Mr Dick’s bequest. Ar
active and efficient teacher will thus be suitably encouraged. Be-
sides the ordinary branches of English reading, writing, arithme-
tic, and English grammar, such scholars as may require it are
taught Latin, mathematics, and geography at both these schools.
The school-fees charged from those who can pay, ara 2s. a quar-
ter {or reading, with 6d. additional for writing, and ls. additional
for arithmetic and English grammar, Five shillings a quarter are
charged for the higher branches; but a considerable proportion of
the scholars are unable to pay any fees. . The greater number of
them attend only about a quarter in the year——many of them for
a shorler period, 3. There is another school in the village, en-
dowed by the Trustees of the late Mr Donaldsen of Aberdeenshire.
.The salary is L.26. The school is attended by upwards of 100
scholars annually. No fees are charged ; and only the elementary
branches of education are taught.

Besides these, there are commonly two or three schools on the
teachers’ own adventure in remote corpers of the parish. Thess
are taught only during the winter season. One of these schools,
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in the Braes of Avon, iz usually attended by from 40 to 50 child-
ren. This portion of the parish is from seven to thirteen miles
distant from the parish school, and from two to eight miles fromn
the schools of Tomintoul. The population of the Braes of Avon
is 280 souls. Of these 70 are under twelve years of age. An ad-
ditional school is much required in this station.*

Library,—There is a small circulating library belonging to the
quoad sacra parish of Tomintoul, It consists at present of 160
‘volumes, chiefly religious and historical. '

Friendly Societies.—Various attempts were made some years
ago to establish friendly societies in the parish and neighbourhood,
but, being based on erroneous principles and under improper ma-
nagement, none of them succeeded.

There is no Savings bank in the parish, nor within twenty miles
of it; and it is not known that any of the population invest any of
their earnings in any of these institutions at a distance. It is be-
lieved that a Savings bank instituted in the parish, would be pro-
ductive of great advantage, by inducing the labouring population
to save their earnings, and make some provision for sickness and
eld age.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—The average number of persons
receiving parochial aid is about 80, They receive from 5s. to L. 2
each annuall y. Theseallowances are very inadequate to the main-
tenance of the poor, and much more depends on the private bene-
volence of the community than on the poor’s funds for maintaining
them. Such of them as are able, assist in supporting themselves
by any industry of which they are capable, Others obtain supply
by going from house to house, whilst those who are disabled by
sickness or old age from doing any thing, are supported by the
alms-givings of the neighbours sent into their houses.

'he following natives of the parish may be here mentioned :
Miss Isabella Macpherson of Tomachlaggan, who, by her talents
and industry, acquired a respectable rank and fortune in Edinburgh,
and after making provision for all her relations, bequeathed- L.350
to the poor of the parish, which laigd the foundation of the hand-
some permanent funds now belonging to the pocor. Mr Eneas Ca-

* These facts refer to the state of the Braes of Avon previous to the year 1E3D.
Since then, more than half the popuiation has been removed by the new system of
efilirging the farms, and many more will soon be removed from the same cUEE.
This ramoval of the populstion removes also the necessity of aoy additions) sohool
ko shis distries of the parish,
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meron of Ballinlish, a partner of the North- West Company in Ame=
rica, left considerable property to his relations, and destived L. 100
to the support of the poor. Messrs James and Gubriel Stewart
of Cults amassed a handsome fortune by their business in Lon-
don, and the former bequeathed L.1000 to the poor; and Mr
GE{:r[_:;e Gordon of Fodderletter, of whom honourable mention is
made in the last Statistical Report, as a chemist and botanist,
left L. 50 to the poor, which, under the provisions of his deed of
settlement, has now accumulated to L. 155. Mr M¢Deonald of
Grantown also bequeathed L. 45 to the poor.

The annual amount of contributions for the poor is about L.95.
Of this sum there is about L.17 collected in the parish churches.
Charitable donations make about L. 13 a year more. Of this
sum, the Duke of Richmond has given L. 10 for the last few years.
There is a fund of L.760, bequeathed by various benevolent indi-
viduals belonging to the parish, which yields about L. 30 of year-
ly interest ; and there is 2 sum of L.1000 in the hands of Wii-
liam Forbes Stewart, Esq. of London, for which he pays about
L.835 yearly interest. Two-thirds of the interest of this last sum
is destined to the support of the Roman Catholic poor in the pa-
rish, under the management of the Roman Catholic Priest, the
other third is under the management of the kirk-session, for be-
hoof of the Protestant poor.

The spirit of independence and a desige to refrain from seeking
parochial relief prevails to a considerable extent among the poor,
bug, it is believed, that, in propoertion as the means of extending
parochial aid to them are increased, this spirit of independence
decreases.

Owing to severe harvest frosts, the crops of 1836, 1837, and
1833, were almost complete failures, especially the crop of the
year 1838 ; and it was found necessary, towards the beginning
of 1839, to raise extraordinary supplies for the maintenance of the
poor. On application to the committees in London and Glasgow
for the management of a fund raised for the relief of the destitute
in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, a grant of L.150 was
obtained. This sum, aided by other sources, afforded the means
of distributing 1674 bolls of meal in the parish, which relieved the
necessities of 198 families.

Pﬂwm.uﬂnjr eriminal oﬁ’ﬂnders in this part of the country, of
whom the number is happily very small, are sent to the county-jail
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at Banff, a distance of about fifty miles. There is a lock-up-house
in the village of Tomintoul, under the charge of & district consta-
bie. But this place of safe keeping is comparatively vseless, from
the want of any resident magistrate, or efficient means of securing
those disturbers of the public peace, who not unfrequently infest
the. village, and annoy the peaceful and well-inclined portion of the
community. There are five markets held annually in Tomintoul,
viz, on the last Friday of May, new style ; on the last Friday of
July, old style; on the third Wednesday of August, old style ; on
Friday after the second Tuesday of September, old style; and on
the second Friday of November, old style. These markets are
principally for the sale of cattle and sheep, and engaging servaus.

Inns.— There are four inns or public-houses in Tomintoul, .and
two in the country part of the parish. It is much to the eredit of
Mr Skinner, the Duke of Richmond’s factor for this parish, that
he strenuously opposes the indiscriminate licensing of dram-houses.

Fuel.~The only description of fuel used in the parish is moss-
peat.

MiscerLLaneous OBservaTions,

The more striking variations betwixt the present state of the
parish and that which existed at the time of the last Statistical Ac-
count, exhibit considerable improvement in the state of society.
The means of religious instruction and attendance on these menans
are greatly increased, gs appears from the Sabbath collections
made for the poor. These have increased about eightfold, or
from L.2, 2s 6}d. to about L.17. ‘The total annual funds for the
maintenance of the poor have increased fortyfold, or from L.2, 2s.
€4d. to L.95. The population has increased more than one-third,
and the attendance of children at school is fourfold, or from about
80 to 820. The minister’s stipend is increased about four-
fold, or from L.68, 6s. 8d. to an average of more than L.240,
‘whilst he has less than half the charge.

The arable acres are increased from 1550 to 2400, and the rent
from about L. 1100 to 1.2760. The permanent poor’s funds have
increased from L.5 to about L.1800.

The parish is susceptible of considerable improvement, by
means. of planting the hills and moors, improving waste ground,
enclosing the fields, and road-making. In this last particular, some-
thing bas been done within the last ten or twelve years, by epen-
.i_ng' up a ling of internal commurication along the banks of the
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Avon, and ‘another to the east by Glenlivat. Arrangements are
also made by the Duke of Richmond for subdividing and en-
closing the farms ; and as His Grace evinces a disposition to pro-
mote the interests of his tenantry, and improve his extensive do-
mains, it i3 expected that he will give orders to plant a cu.nsldara,-
ble portien of the waste ground in the parish.

April 1842,

PARISH OF CULLEN.*

PRESBYTERY OF FURDYCE, §YNOD OF ABERDEEN.

THE REV. GEORGE HENDERSON, A.M., MINISTER.

I.—TorocrAaPHY AND NaTURAL HisToRry.
Name.—The etymology of the name of this parish, as well as

the historical origin of the royal burgh of Cullen, appear to be
lost in the mist of antiquity. The legendary accounts prevaient
in the parish, and even to be met with in the writings of some of
the minor historians, are unworthy of notice. It was originally
called Jnverculan, being bounded on the north and west by the
water of Cullen, which falls into the sea at the western extremity
of the parish; but it has long borne the name of Culaun, Culane,
or Cullen only.

Extent and Boundaries.—"I'he ecclesiastical parish consists of
two parts, viz. Cullen proper, or Cullen guoad civilia, and a por-
tion of the neighbouring parish of Rathven, annexed to it qurad
sacra. The former, which bears the form of a wedge, extends
from north to south, in length about 1} miles, and from east to
west, i average breadth, nearly 1 mile, containing 684 imperial
acres. ‘The annexation from Rathven is about 3 miles in length,
from east to west, and nearly 2 miles in breadth, from north to
south. Cullen Proper is bounded on the north, by the Moray
Frith ; on the south, by Rathven and Deskford ; on the east, by
Fordyce ; and on the west, by Rathven.

Topographical Appearances.—The topographical appearance of
this parish presents the richest and most varied landscape of hill

* The follosing statistics apply only to the parish of Cullen proper, unless where
special roference 18 made to the annexation,
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