PARISH OF ROSSKEEN.

PRESBYTERY OF TAIN, SYNOD OF RLOSS.

THE REV. DAVID CARMENT, A. M. MINISTER.

I.—TorogRAPHY AND Nartural HisTony.
Name.— T'HE name of this parish,” says the writer of the last

Statistical Account, *° seems to be derived from the Gaelic word
Coinneambh, signifying a meeting or junction ; and Ross-coinneamh
may denote the place where the districts of Easter and Wester
Ross join,—which is the western boundary of this parish, and
where the inhabitants might occasionally assemble.”

Extent and Boundaries.— T'his parish is situated on the northern
shore of the Frith of Cromarty. It is supposed to extend in
length, from south-east to north-west, from 25 to 30 miles; its
greatest breadth is about 12 miles. It is bounded on the east by
the parish of Kilmuir; on the west by Alness; on the north by
the parish of Kincardine and Edderton; and on the south by
the Frith of Cromarty.

Topographical Appearances.—'That part of the parish which
liez along the coast, is level. The ground rises from the sea coast
with a gentle acclivity, for a distance of about four miles; after
which, it becomes hilly. ‘The hills, however, are not in general
of remarkable height. The highest is Cairn Coinneag. It is si-
tuated on,the confines of the parish, where it borders on the north-

west with Kincardine and Alness, and is supposed to be about
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3000 feet above the level of the séa. In the interior of the pa-
rish, at a distance of about seven miles from the coast, there is a
very extensive strath called Stratbrusdale, used chiefly for sheep
pasturage.

Meteorology, &c.— The climateis dry, temperate, and salubrious.
The temperature in summer rarely exceeds 80° Fah. in the shade,
and in winter it seldom falls below 14°.  The climate sometimes
varies a little in different parts of the parish, ¢ for all kinds of
farm-work can be carried -on in the lower part of the parish, when
in the heights the operations are interrupted by hard frost or a
fall of snow.”

Hydrography.— This parish, as we have already mentioned, is
situated on the northern shore of the Frith of Cromarty, and is
bounded by it for a distance of nearly six miles. The frith finds en-
trance between the two hills known by the name of the Sutora of
Cromarty, and runs up into the country a distance of about twenty
miles, and is almost surrounded by an amphitheatre of hills, be-
tween which and the shore lies a well-wooded and fertile country.
‘The scenery of the frith is remarkably fine. From the Ness of
Invergordon, the spectator can, on a clear summer evening, obtain
a view of rarely equalled beauty. Looking to the east, across the
broad waters of the Moray Frith, ¢ the finest water piece in Bri-
tain,” he can discern in the distance, skirting the horizon, the dis-
tinetly defined coast of Moray; nearer, he beholds the Sutors of
Cromarty, uprearing themselves on either side of the gateway
through which the waters of the Frith enter, and which, imme-
diately within these natural barriers, expand into-a broad and
beautiful bay, with the sweetly situated town of Cromarty on the
south side, and on the north arich and fertile country, with a mag-
nificent back-ground of hills. Turping his eyes westward, he sees
the calm and peaceful frith stretching up farther than the eye can
well reach, and bordered on the north side by a stripe of richly
wooded and cumparatively level country; in the distance may be
perceived the mountain monarch Ben Wyvis, raising high into the
clear blue air his snowy summit, and surrounded by a hundred
ancient hills, like so many chiefs round their sovereign ; while to
the south-west, the view is bounded by the huge and many-peak-
od Ben Vaichard. The general depth of the frith is from 15
to 20 fathoms ; it preserves this depth for 12 or 14 miles ; but after
that, it shoals considerably. It is navigable, however, at full tide,
for vessels of considerable size, to its furthest extremity.
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264 ROSS AND CROMARTY.

Lakes.— There are four fresh water lakes in this parish,~Lochs
Achnacloich, Patavieg, Coinneag, and Charnac. None of them
is of any great extent, the largest not exceeding half-a-mile in
length. The only one of them which merits notice on account of
its scenery, is Achnacloich. Itis situated in a smal but beautiful
and secluded glen. At the lake’s eastern extremity, there is a
lovely sylvan amphitheatre, from whence a view_can be command-
ed of almost unrivalled majesty. Standing in this sequestered
spot, surrounded on three sides by wood, the spectator has imme-
diately before him the quiet lake, bordered by its beautiful fringe
of birch and alder ; while, to the west, may be seen a wilderness of
hills, stretching to an apparently interminable distance, and heap-
ed together in seemingly chaotic confusion, Ben Wyvis with its
* diadem of snow,” proudly towering above them all.

Rivers.—The only stream of any magnitude connected with
this parish, is the water of Alness, which forms the boundary be-
tween this and the neighbouring parish of Alness. It is a wild
and romantic river, and will very amply repay the lover of the pic-
turesque, for his trouble in visiting it. There is one place, in par-
ticular, on the banks of the river called Tollie, which is of surpas-
sing beauty, and affords not a few scenes worthy of the painter or
the poet.

The river of Balnagown, which falls into the bay of Nigg, has
its source in this parish.

Geology and Mineralogy.— A large part of the parish is com-
posed of that red sandstone referred by geologists to the old red
sandstone formation. . In the upper part of the parish, the soil is
a clayey loam incumbent on the red sandstone, and containing a
number of rolled blocks of coarse granite, gneiss, &c. In the
lower part, the soil varies considerably, “ being partly gravelly
and light, partly loam, and some 2 deep and strong clay.” In the
middle of the parish, on the property of Culcairn, there is a very
extensive bed of shell marl, amounting to perhaps from fifty to
seventy acres. It is, however, little, if at all, used,—as lime, which
is preferred, can be obtained easily, and at a moderate price.
There are large tracts of moss in the parish, in which considerable
quantities of fir and oak are found imbedded,

Zoology.— Of quadrupeds common to the parish, we may menp-
tion the red-deer {Cervus elaphus), the roe (C. capreolus), the fox
{ Canis vulpes), the badger { Ursus meles), the weasel ( Mustela vuls
garis), the marten (M. fiina), the polecat (M. putorius), the ot~
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ter (M. lutra), the wild cat (Felis catus ferus), the common hare
(Lepus timidus), the alpine hare (L. variabilis}, the rabbit (L.
cuniculus), the mole { Talpa Europea), the bat ( Pespertilio.)

Birds.—Of birds which either occasionally visit us, or are na-
tives to the parish, we may mention the following : The royal or
golden eagle (Falco chrysaetos), the peregrine or common falcon
( F. peregrinus), the Iceland falcon (F. islandicus), the sparrow-
hawk (F. nisus), the glead ( F. milvus), the hen-harrier (F. cyaneus),
and several other varieties. The owl (Striz flammea), the raven
(Corvus corazx), the hooded, royston, or grey-crow (C. corniz),
the rook (C. frugilegus), the jackdaw or daw (C. monedula), the
magpie (C. pica), the starling (Sturnus vulgaris), the greater but-
cher-bird (ZLanius excubitor), the throstle or song-thrush ( Turdus
musicus), the fieldfare (7. pilaris), the blackbird (T, merula), the
stonechat ( Motacilla rubicola), the water wagtail (M. alba), the
lark (Alauda arvensis), the bullfineh (Lozia pyrrhula), the chaf-
finch (Fringilla calebs), the goldfinch (F. earduelis), the cuckoo
(Cuculus canorus), the kingfisher (Alcedo ispida), the swallow (Hi-
rundo rustica), the goat.sucker, fern-owl, or night jar (Caprimul-
gus Europaeus), the wood-pigeon (Columba palumbus), the black-
cock { Tetrao tetrix), the ptarmigan (7. lagopus), the moorfowl
(T Seoticus), the partridge (T perdiz), the plover(Charadrius plu-
vialis), the lapwing (Tringa vanellus), the heron (Ardea cinerea),
the woodcock (Seolopax rusticola), the curlew (8. arquata), the
snipe (8. gallinago), the cornerake (Rallus crex), the sea-gull
( Larus canus). Large flocks of wild geese and ducks used during
the winter months to frequent the Frith, but of late years they
have almost entirely disappeared. To what cause this is to be at-
tributed we know not.

Fhishes.—In the frith, are found eod, coal-fish, skate, flounders,
and salmon. Of old, haddocks and whitings were also found, but
they have for many years almast totally disappeared. This has
led to the conjecture, that the bed of the frith is becoming gra-
dually more muddy. Herring used also to enter the frith, but
they have long ago totally deserted it. Of shell-fish, we may men-
tion the cockle (Cardium edule), mussel (Mytilus edulis), limpet
( Patella vulgaris), razor fish, &ec. ~ Very fine oysters (Ostrea edu-
lis) are found by dredging. '

Botany.—The parish possesses few, if any, rare plants, There
are very extensive plantations, consisting chiefly of larch and
Scottish firs; but the latter greatly predominate. There is also
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266 ROS8 AND CIROMARTY.

a very considerable quantity of hard-wood, elm, beech, ash, oak,
plane and lime trees, &c. besides natural woods of birech and
alder. Altogether, there may be in the parish about 3000 acres
under wood, On the estate of Ardross, the property of the Duke-
of Sutherland, there are some very noble trees. We may mention
especially two magnificent oaks. Their dimensions are ; of the one,
girth at base, 10 feet,—at 5 feet from tho ground, 8 feet 4 : it
rises beautifully straight, for about 25 feet, before it begins to taper
wuch, and may be altogether from 50 to 70 feet in height, Of the
other, girth at base, 11 feet 6; it preserves nearly the same thick-
ness for 12 or 15 feet, and then branches off into two enormous
arms. These trees are supposed to be about 300 years old, and
are, of course, as yet in the prime of their age. We may mention
also an uncommonly large fir tree, which measures round the base
about 11 feet. At the height of a few feet from the ground, it
branches off into a number of arms, each about the size of an or-
dinary tree. One of thesc large branches was singularly encugh

broken off a few winters ago, by the weight of a quantity of snow
which had accumulated upon it. There are several other very
fine firs, averaging 7 feet in girth, with the main stem rising 60 or

70 feet in height.
IL—Civin Hisrory.
Historical Notices,*—]In September of the year 1675, Mr

¥ Sheep Trrurrection, 1792 —Yn summer I702, some sheep-farmers in the parisi
of Alness took upon them to poind, for an alleged trespass, the cattle of the Ardrosy
tenants in this parish. The people collected in & body, in order to release the cattle,
alleging that they were wrongously poinded, as the hills in question, on which their
cattle ware pasturiog, had, from tirne immemorial, belonged to, and were in rossession
of, the tenantry of Ardroas and Strathrusdele. The sheep-farmers rather imprudent-
ly met the people with fire-arms, supported by their shepherds and servants ; but they
were instantly disarmed by the people of Ardross. An old man still living, a wan
then in the prime of life, and of great strength and stature, was the principal instru.
ment in closing instantanegusly with, and disarming the shepherds, before they could
use thaeir fire-arms, even if so inclined. The gentlemen shepherds were thus compelled
to submit to the people, and to liberate the cattle. In the month of July of that
year, and soon afier the above affrey had taken place, at a wedding in Strathrusdale,
as the people’s minds were irritated by the recent occurrence, and as the sheep-firm-
ing system was Progressing in every corner of the North Higblands, and the people
driven year afier year from the fclde of their fathors,—their minds were exasporated
at what they deemed oppression, and thus were ready to adopt any course, however
violent, which they faclishly thought would rid them of sheep and sheep-farmers, Iz
waa therefore resoived ag this wedding, that messeogers should be dispatched to every
corner of the country, to raise the war-cry against sheep and sheep-farming. The
were easlly excited in such a ense, an they collected in great numbers, and
were driving the sheep out of the country, when, afler reaching the parish of Alness,
they were mot by a Farty of the 424 Regiment, from Fort George, when they were
sompelled o 4 and seek safety In flight. Beyersl of tha Persons ¢oncerned
zore apprebended aflerwards, snd tried before the Cireuit Court at Inverness, in
September 1792, Thera is one striking feature in this case, characteristio of & High-
land mob, which strongly exemplifies their bigh moral principles, even when exsited
and roused by oppression to an illegal act ; no sheep was injured, no lamb was hurt,
by overdriving.
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M¢Killigen, formerly minister of Fodderty in Wester Ross, cele-
brated the communion at Obsdale, in this parish, in the house of
the Lady Dowager of Foulis. ¢ There assisted him,” says Wod-
row, * Mr Hugh Anderson, minister of Cromarty, and Mr Alex-
ander Fraser, minister at Teviot, afterwards at Abbotshall.” There
was, it appears, on this occasion such a plentiful effusion of the
spirit, that the eldest Christians there declared they had not been
witnesses to the like” The ministers engaged in this solemnity
experienced a remarkable preservation ; for a party of soldiers was
sent by Sir Roderick M¢Kenzie of Findon, to apprehend Mr
M+Killigen, who bad rendered himself particularly obnoxious to
those in power. *¢ Expecting he would have dispenzed the sacra-
ment at Alness, the place of his residence, the party came thither,
upen the Lord’s day, and missing him, they fell a pillaging his or-
chard, which kept them so long, that before they could reach Obs-
dale, the forenoon’s work was over, and upon notice given, the
ministers retired.  After the party went off, the ministers and peo-
ple met again in the afternoon, and had no more disturbance.”
An old natural fir tree still marks the spot, and it is worthy of
note, that the traditional account preserved in the parish of this
event, accords in every particular with that given by Wodrow.
Eminent Men.— William Macintosh, the author of Travels in

Euruy'e, Asia, and Africa, and other literary works, was born at
Newmore, in this parish, in the year 1738, He was the son of
Lachlan Macintosh, a descendant of the family of Macintosh of
Balnespick, in Badenoch, and of Macpherson, of the same
family as Sir John Macpherson, at one time Governor of India.
This branch of the family of Macintosh had, however, been for
some time settled in Roas-shire; and in Aloess church-yard, the
graves of John Macintosh and Janet Montgomery of Kiltearn his
spouse, (the grandfather and grandmother of William Macintosh, )
are still to be seen. William went, when young, to the West Indies,
where he realized a cousiderable property,—but shortly after his re-
tarn to Europe, about 1775, he embarked for the East Indies, where
he resided for several years. He published a very amusing account
of his iravels and adventures in the East, which is remarkable as
originally propounding, and foretelling the ultimate adoption of,
almost all the theoretical views and precepts which have subse-
quently been carried into practice by various British statesmen in
the administration of our East Indian possessions. This work was
published . in Eoglish anonymously, by Mr Macintosh ; and it 13
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- probably ewing to this circumstance, that his name has failed to
be associated, as it deserves, with the more enlightened views
which have, from time to time, been adopted in the government of
our eastern possessions. In the French translation of Mr Macin-
tosh’s Travels, his name, however, appears, and he is fully recog-
nized as the author of the work. It is on this circumstance, that
M: Macintosh’s claims to public notice chiefly rest. On his re-
turn from the East, Mr Macintosh took up his abode in the south
of France ; but, on the breaking out of the French Revolution, his
house was attacked and sacked by the republicans, and the same
fate awaited him at Avignon, in the Pope’s states, where he had
sought refuge, when the French forces invaded Italy. The cause
of this hostility is not known ; but it is not a litile remarkable, that
when Napoleon visited Erfurth, in 1808, he found Mr Macintosh,
then far advanced in years, residing in Eisenach in Saxony ; and
the immediate result was his arrest and incarceration in a dungeon,
till such time as the Corsican had departed from Germany. Mr
Macintosh was, however, seized, in consequence, with an illness,
which terminated his life in 1809,

George Macintosh, the younger brother of William, who was
also born at Newmore, was destined by Providence to distinguish
himself in a different field of exertion. In early life, he settled as
a merchant in Glasgow, where he married a lady of the name of
Moore, sister of Dr Moore, the author of Zeluco and other li-
terary works of eminence, and the aunt of the celebrated General
Sir John Moore. Mr Macintosh scon became conspicuous for in-
dustry and intelligence in the line of his business, and zealously
devoted his talents and exertions to the promotion of those branches
of manufacture, in which chemical science constitutes a distin-
guishing feature. He established in Glasgow the manufacture of
a species of orcella or orseille, called cudbear, and introduced into
Britain the branch of trade known as the Turkey or Adrianople
red dye, and which has subsequently exerted so powerful an influ-
ence on our calico-printing and cotfon-spinning establishments.
But in treating of this bis native parish, and that, too, a High-
land parish, it is to Mr Macintosh’s devotion to the cause of
the Highlands and of Highlanders, which continued to animate
and distinguish him through life, that the-mind naturally reverts.
The introduction of the improved system of farming inte the High-
lands, and in phrticular the system of sheep farming, soon opened,

though indirectly, a field for the exercise of Mr Macintosh’s be-
3
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neficence and philanthropy. It is known that the emigration on
an oxtensive scale, which resulted as a natural consequence from
this change in Highland agriculture, was attended with sufferings,
on the part of the emigrants, calculated to excite the sympathy
even of indifferent observers. Numbers of the expatriated High-
landers flocked to Glasgow, where Mr Macintosh’s bountiful as-
sistance was never denied them, and where his counsel and advice,
(of more value, probably, than mere pecuniary donations,) were
in addition tendered with equal willingness and zeal. In obtain-
ing for his destitute countrymen, occupation in the walks of com-
mercial and manufacturing industry, both in his own employment,
and in other and distant situations, he was equally indefati-
gable and successful. In the midst of these events, the war re-
sulting from the French Revolution commenced ; and Glasgow,
under the influence of Mr George Macintosh, became the
scene of recruiting for the army on an extensive scale, from
amongst the numbers of the Highland emigrants. His corre-
spondence, which is still preserved, indicates no less his kindly
anxiety for the real welfare of his countrymen, than it does a high
tone of public spirit and patriotic feeling; but what is perhaps
equally gratifying, it demonstrates, as expressed by many public
functionaries, and individuals of rank and character, that the go-
vernment of the day was sensible of the services which he ren-
dered to his country, and duly appreciated the same. When war
recommenced in 1808, it was mainly through his exertions that
the Glasgow Highland Volunteer Regiment was raised and orga~
nized ; and when, about this time, the regiment of Canadian Fen=-
cibles, then stationed in (ilasgow, evinced symptoms of mutiny,
Mr Macintosh, at the desire of General Wemyss, then command-
ing the district, hastened to their quarters, and addressed-the sol-
diers in their native tongue ;—the effect was electrical.

i With such authority, the troubled host he swayed,” :
that the corps, in the instant, returned to their duty. In the
it of this useful and honourable career, Mr Macintosh was
snatched from society, in the summer of 1807. On his return from a
journey into England, he was seized with illness at Moffat, where he
expired in the sixty-ninth year of his age. His ashes repose at a dis-
tance from those of his fathers, in the cathedral burying-ground at
Glasgow, in the tomb of the ancient family of Anderson of Dow«
hill, from which his wife was descended. On Sunday, the 9th of
August 1807, as a tribute of respect to Mr Macintosh’s memory;
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270 ROSS AND CROMARTY .

the gentlemen of the Highland Society, and of the Gaelic Clob
of Glasgow, preceded by the Lord Provost and Magistrates, and
the boys of the Highland Society, (one of the numerous charities
which had flourished through his bountiful aid and protection, )
walked in procession to St Andrew’s Church in Glasgow, where
an excellent and an appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev.
Dr Ritchie, from the text, 112th Psalm, verse 2d, * He hath dis-
persed, he bath given to the poor, his righteousness endureth for
ever, his horn shall be exalted with honour.”
Mr George Macintosh left, with other children, a son Charles
Macintosh, who still survives. He is also 2 merchant in Glasgow,
_and a Fellow of the Royal Society of London. In the walk of
chemieal manufactures, his reputation is perhaps second to no in-
dividual in Europe. He is the inveutor of the process for water-
proofing fabrics, by the application of Indian rubber.
Land-owners.—The principal heritors are, the Duke of Su-
therland ; M<Leod of Cadboli; M:Leay of Newmore ; Hugh
Hose Ross of Glastullich and Cromarty ; and M*‘Kenzie of Kin-
eraig,
Larochial Registers.—The registers of births and marriages
both commence in 1781, and have been regularly kept.
Antiquities.— Under this head, it may be mentioned, that, in a
field a little to the west of the church, there is a singular upright
stone, somewhat in the form of an obelisk, called Clach a Mhear-
lich, i. e. the thief’s stone,—which is evidently of very ancient
date. Though in the midst of an arable field, it is most religious-
ly preserved, no attempt being made to remove it, or alter its po-
sition. INone even of the oldest inhabitants are acquainted with
any distinct tradition, respecting its origin or intention ; but, from
the name, it is conjectured that some noted robber was buried be-
neathit. A few years ago, there were found, on the farm of Miln-
craig, in a bank of red gravel, about eight feet below the surface,
two stone coffins. 'They contained, we believe, nothing but a few
bones.—There are in this parish a number of cairns.” Many of
them have been greatly diminished in size, by the stones of which
they were composed being taken away, and used in the erection
of dikes, and other buildings, Some of them have béen, by this
means, gradually removed entirely. There is a very large one in
the neighbourhood of Loch Achnacloich. It is surrounded by an
cuter circle, composed of stones, a foew yards asunder, and mea-
suring in circumference 130 yards. All around, there is a great
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number of tumuli ; but none of them have, so far as we know, been
opened. In effecting some improvements, a few years ‘ago, on the
farm of Ardross, it was found necessary to remove one of these
cairns ; but the people had a tradition that ¢ the plague was buried
ander it,” and refused to touch it; and it was with no small diffi-
culty, that they were at length induced to assist in its removal. On
the summit of a wooded hill called Knock Navie, there is a cairn
named Carna na Croiche, i. e. the cairn of the gallows. The tra-
dition connected with it is, that some men who were travelling,
being weary and faint with hunger, as they passed Achnacloich,
stopped and asked the woman who had charge of the laird’s dairy
for some cheese and milk to allay their hunger, offering at the
same time to pay for it. She, however, refused to give it;
upon which, the men took it, laid down money for it, and went
away. The women immediately informed the laird of the ecir-
cumstance, who being a man of a fierce and savage disposi-
tion, sent after the travellers, brought them back and hanged
them on the spot now marked by the cairn.  In some of the cairns
which were removed, sculls and bones of a very large size were
found. One of these cairns bears the name of Carna nam Fiann,
i. e. the cairn of the Fingalians. There are, also, several small en-
closures, which appear to have been places of sepulture. The
most perfect of these is of an oblong form, about twelve or four-
teen feet lang, and two or three feet in breadth. It consists of a
large and massive flat stone placed upright at the head,—whjile on
either side, there are three or four similar stones placed in a line,
but none at the foot. It was, we believe, originally roofed over,
the entrance being at the open end; but it was, several years ago,
considerably injured by some masons, who wished to obtain the
stones for building a house in the vicinity. There is no tradition
connected with it: it is too old for tradition.

Modern Buildings.—We have few, if any, very modern erec-
tions which are worthy of notice. Invergordon Castle, a fine build-
ing, was some years ago destroyed by fire. The walls are still
standing ; but no attempt has been made to repair it, and the fa-
mily reside in one of the wings. Itis surrounded by very beauti-
ful and extensive pleasure grounds.—There is a new, large, and
very complete mill at Dalmore,~which contains a flour-mill, bar-
ley-mill, meal-mill, thrashing-mill; and saw-mill. Thereis also
saw-mill on the banks of the river Alness, which cuts annually a
very considerable quantity of wood. |
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HI.—~PorurLaTioN.
‘The population of the parish, as returned to Dy Webster in 1755, was 1958 souls.

The population in 124] 74
1811 2300

1821 TN |

1831 2916

According to an accurate private census taken a few years ago,
the population was 8010. The difference between this and the
(Government census is easily accounted for by the fact, that the
latter included those only who were' on the spot, whilst the former
included all who belonged to the parish, whether present or ab-
sent, and many of the parishioners go during the summer months
to other places for work. In the country part of the parish, the
population has decreased, while in the villages there has been a
corresponding increase.  This is to be attributed to the doing away
of the middle class of tenants, and merging their small inte large

farms.
Number of the population residing in the village of Invergordon, 1000
Bridgend, - 276
Saltburn, - 30
Total residing in villages, - 1576
The yearly avernge of births for the last seven years was - . \;.ig

MArrFInges, . - - - -

No accurate secount of deaths can be given.
There are st present in the parish, insane, ]; fatuous, 10 : blind, 2; deaf aml

dumb. 1.
Clans,~The principal clans in this parish arve, the Rosses and

Munroes. The number of John Rosses and Donald Munroes
18 quite astonishing, and might prove at first not a little perplex-
ing to a stranger, until he became acquainted with the bynames or
patrenymicks which serve to distinguish them from each other.

The language generally spoken is the Gaelic, but it has decid-
edly lost ground within the last forty years. 1In the villages, es-
pecially, the English is making rapid progress.

Habits, Customs, §c. of the People.— The people seem to be
very hittle addicted to games or amusements of any kind. For-
merly there used to be a great turn out on new-year's-day, old
style, for playing at shinty ; but the practice has now almost totally

died away.*

* Connected with this great Highlagd game, we may relate the following tradi-
tional story : Rather more than a century ago, it was the practice for the people to
meet st Ardross, fu the heighis of the perish, oo Sunda s to play at shinty, When
Mr Bethune was settled as minister of the parish in 1717, this practice was one of
the first things which esught his attention, and which he determined to put a stop
to. . The way he man to do s0, was this: There was a certain man noted for
sctivity and strength, who was the chief and leader of the shinty players. Mr Be-
thune sent for this wan. and proposed to make him &n elder. The man was ot fivst,
naturaliy, not a little surprised at this proposition, but afier some persuasion con-
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It is remarkable, that the people hereseem to have few, ifany, bal-
lads or old Gaelic songs, such as there are in other paris of. the
Highlands. The ordinary food of the peasantry is oatmeal and
potatoes, chiefly the latter. The people are in general acute and
intelligent, moral and attentive to the ordinances of religion. The
Sabbath is well observed.—Smuggling is nearly extinct.—FPoach-
ing dees not-prevail to any extent.

1V.—Inpusray.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.— The number of imperial acres
in the parish under cultivation, is about 3900. The number
of acres which never have been cultivated and remain constantly
waste or in pasture, may be stated at 80,000, 'The number of
acres under wood is about 3000. The extent of ground capable
of improvement, with a profitable application of capital, is very liw
mited, and is gradually being brought into tiliage.

Rent of Lard.—The average rent of arable land per acre, is
about L. 1, 5s.; thouBh some of it is as high as 1.2, 15s. The
total rental of the parish may be stated at above L. 7000,

Rate of Wages.—Day-labourers receive 1s, per diem all the
year round, and women 6d. except in harvest, when men Teceive
Is. 6d. and women 1s. Farm-servants receive in genersl per an-
num L.6 in money, and six bolls of meal, besides potatoes and
fuel. .
Live-Stock—There are various breeds in the parish of black-
cattle, chiefly the Highland. Those kept for dairy purposes are,
in many instances, Ayrshire and Buchan. 'Teeswater have alsq
been introduced of Jate. There are annually grazed in the parish
about 8500 sheep; of these, 3000 are Cheviot, the remainder black«
{aced. The Leicester breed have also been tried on a small scale
on one farm, but, owing to the coldness of its soil, they have not
thriven well. A considerable number of pigs is reared in the pa-
rish. There are also some goats in-the heights.- We may men-
tion that there is.a cattle-show, and also an exhibition of grain,
held annually at Invergordon, when a number of premiums are
awarded,——at the one, for the best specimens of the different kinds

wnted to it. Upon his being, shortly afterwards, daly ::l]]e-r.'l to be ‘an eldar, Me
e i boupit 4o pa & Hop 4 it saty Playing on the abheth. . The
& v 1 bound to put -a stop to inty pla on the E . 1N
man proveised to do 8o, sed accordingl mr,heneﬁ % mpﬂ-‘dmﬁaph&
ground, armed with & stout cudgel. e then declared: to thone swmeniblnd for i
ususl sport, that, if one of them dared to lift a shinty, he should forthwith feel the
weight of his cudgel. The players, it is sild thereupon quistly retired, nnd never
afterwards et agsin on the Lord's duy, for ¥ Jike parpos,. . oot 3 b s il
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of live-stocky and at the other, for the best samples of the differ-
ent kinds of grain. 'These exhibitions cannot fail to be attended
with the most beneficial effects.

Husbandry.—'The general character of the husbandry pursu-
ed may be said to be the five years votation. The land is, in
general, in a bigh state of cuitivation, and capable of little farther
improvement. It is said, that about L. 12,000 has been, of late
years, expended on one farm alone, Ardross, in liming, draining,
&c.; and a very fine farm it now is. The general duration of
leases is nineteen years. The farm buildings are, in most instan-
ces, of a very superior description. The improvement which the
purish has undergone, within the last forty years, may be learned
from the fact, ‘that, according to the last Statistical Account, the
rental was then only L. 2000, whereas it is now L. 6000 and up-

wards,
Quarry.-—"There is a fine quarry of red sandstone on the hanks

of the water of Alness.

Fisheries.—There are four stake-nets for the fishing of salmon
in that part of the frith which bounds the parish; but, as may be
guessed from the rent, which is only L.45 per annum, they are
not very productive. Salmon are also caught by means of cruives
on the water of Alness, but not in any number.

Produce.~—"The gross amount of raw produce raised in the pa-
rish, as nearly as that can be ascertained, is as follows:

The wheat, barley, and oats in the following table, it is proper
to mention, are set down at an average of the fiars prices for the

last seven years:

- Whont, 400 scres, at 2} guarters pir sore, at L. 2, Ein. perT quaﬂ,er, - L. 2400
Barley, 400 do. at 33 qoarters, at L. 1. 10s, - 2950
Oats, 760 do. ntﬁquu.rtermui..l I = - - - 8591
Graen, 1580, do st L. 1 per acre, - = - . . 1580
Potatoss, 250, st L. 5, - = = = . = 1250
Pomea, 100, - - - - . - . - 210
Tumips, 350 at L. 4, = - - - - - 155%)
Fisherics, - - - - - - - - 55
Miséellanacus, . - - - - - - = 70

Total yearly value of raw produee raised, . L. 12,921

Manufaciurer.—There are two hemp-manufactories in the pa~
rish, which together give employment to about 70 people, who
receive -each from Bs to 12a per week; besides the spinuing,
which occupies’ a great number of females, in the vicinity of the
ﬂlh.g'& of' In'rergnrdan.

V.—ParocaiaL Ecovonr.
Means gfﬂomunimﬁm*—Tham are, as has been already men-
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tioned, three villages in this parish, the largest of which, Inver-
gordon, contains 1000 inhabitants. It is equidistant from the burgh
towns of Tain and Dingwall, and is altogether most centrically situ-
ated. Few places, indeed, seem to possess such natural advan-
tages for becoming a place of trade and commeree. It enjoys
the most ample means of communication, by means of coaches
and steamers. 'The north and south mails pass daily through Iaver-
gordon. The Duchessof Sutherland, a new and magnificent steamer,
plies once a fortnight to London, and a large sum has been aiready
subscribed, for building another for the same station. 'The Bril-
liant steam-ship plies regularly, during the summer, once 2 week,
between Invergordon and Inverness, Aberdeen and Leith ; and the
Velocity once a fortnight. A number of years ago, a boat-slip
was erected at Invergordon, and a few years ago, a fine pier for

large vessels was also erected. A wooden jetty was last year sdded
to the pier, with a view to command ten feet water, at ebb-tide ;
but, from the absurd manner in which it has been constructed, it
has, since its erection, been found to be of not the smallest use. A
congiderable quantity of grain is shipped annaally at this port, for
Leith and London ; but we have been informed that, were it not
that theshore dues are twice as highas atany other port, the amount
shipped would perhaps be treble what it now is. It would cer-
tainly be for the benefit, both of the place and of the proprietor,
were the shore dues reduced to a reasonable rate. We may men-
tion, that, from the 8th March te 12th August 18386, 150 bul-
locks, and 746 sheep and lambs were shipped at Invergordon, by
the London steamer for that port. There is also a harbour at
Dalmore, at which a very considerable quantity of timber, chiefly
fir, is annually shipped for the north of England. There are se-
veral roads of many miles extent, in this parish, all of them in
excellent condition.

Foclesiastical State.— The church is situated in the centre of the
parish, and ita situation is most convenient so far as population is con-
cerned. The district of Ardross is, indeed, distant from the charch 3
but the modern system of large farms has reduced the popylation
greatly in thatextensive Highland district, so that, whare the prayere
and praizes of apious peasantry were once heard echoingthrough the
glens of their native hills, now, nothing is heard but the bleating of
sheep orthebarkof the shepherd'sdog: 'But,of a population of rather
more than 8000, about 2800 . are within three or throo and a-lolf
miles of the parish church,—~=which to the hardy Highlsndar is cnly
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a pleasant walk. The parish church, which is perhaps the most
comforiable and commodions in the north of Scotland, was built
i 1882, after a legal contest before the Court of Session for nearly
two years, arising out of the opposition of a minority of the heritors,
some of whom have since ceased to be heritors,—the late Duke of
Sutherland having, a few years ago, purchased the far greater por-
tion of the inland or Highland districts of the parish, The church
is seated for 1360 persons, and may contain about 1600, if closely
occupied. The attendance on the Sabbath may be reckoned at
from 1200 to 1400. We bave no Dissenters of any kind or ¢lass,
if we except three individuals, who occasionally attend church.
As for voluntaries we know nothing about them ; they cannot
vegetate here. The Highland soil does not seem favourable to the
growth of voluntaryism. We do at times get a solitary importation
from the south, but they do not thrive, and become quite quiescent
after a few months residence in the north. We sometimes, too,
are visited by a kind of itinerant Independents, who baptise the
children of all and sundry who apply to them, whether the parents
be church members or not. The population of Ardross, though
removed, at a distance of from six to twelve miles, from the parish
church, in general attend regularly, even in winter. The sittings are
or ought to be free; but it is believed that the feuars in the diffe-
rent villages, do pay a small sum annually for their sittings,—which
is not, however, given to the poor, as it'is thought it should be.
‘The manse was builtin 1825, and is large and commodious, There
are iwo small glebes, one adjoining the manse, of four English
acres, of good and fertile soil,—the other is contiguous to the ruins
of an old kirk, called Noinikil, (the cell or chapel of St Nioian),
and consists of about an acre and a-half, in three different divisions,
which are let by the minister to a tenant in the neighbourhood.
How this glebe came to be so curtailed, cannot now be ascertained.
Theresno grass glebe,—whichisfelt to be a serious inconvenience;
but the ministers of Rosskeen seem to have disliked litigation, and
to have submitted to privations, ragher than claim, at the risk of
an expensive law-suit, what was their undoubted right.

T'he stipend is 16 chalders, half meal half barley, and L. 10 for
communion elements. An augmentation was given in 1822, dur-
ing the.life:of the late incumbent; but it was less than it would
otherwise have been, from the cry of agricultural distress so called,
which was pirticularly loud and lugubrious, at the period referred
103, whedeas, we have thought that g very simple remedy might ba
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found for that distress, withoutinjuring thetenantry, or curtailing the
stipends of the clergy, and that is by lowering the rents, as has late-~
ly been done by a Noble proprietor in this parish. But 16 chalders
in 1822, and for some years after, were equal to 24 chalders for
the last two or three years, and we have been simple enough to
suppose, that the low price of grain furnishes an argument for
the increase of the number of bolis awarded to the clergy, whose
stipends have been so greatly reduced of late. Divine service
is conducted in English and Gaelic. The ministers in this part
of the country lecture and preach in Gaelic, each Lord’s day,
and also preach regularly an English sermon, that is, three dis<
courses each Sabbath, except for a part of the winter season ; and
yet, we have cause to lament that real religion does not flourish, as
might be expected where the truth is preached. The number of
communicants is about 120. We have thus fewer communicants
than our southern neighbours ; but we are inclined to believe that
we have both more religion, and more morality, and are more -
clined to fear God, and honour the Kang, and less disposed to med-
dle with those who are given to change. Hut still, we must confess
that there is a manifest departure, among all ranks, from that strict«
ness and integrity, and genuine holiness, which in the olden time,
characterized the natives of our northern clime. We would pray.
for a revival of religion in every corner of our land.

There is an Association for religious purposes in this parish,.
which since its establishment, about thirteen years ago, has given
upwards of L. 500 to various societies,— Bible, Missionary, and,
Educational. :

Succession of Ministers.—It appears from the records of the
presbytery of Tain, which commence in 1707, that the Episcopal
incumbent of Rosskeen retained his living through the infuence,
as is supposed, of the Jacobitical gentry in the parish and neigh-.
bourhood. In the presbytery records, there is not even an allusion:
to the parish of Rosskeen, until the death of the Episcopalian 'in-
cumbent in 1714; and then the parish is noticed, and active exer=
tions made to secure a pious and efficient minister. The persox
chosen was Mr Daniel Bethune, minister of Ardersier,  who was
inducted into Rosskeen, on the 23d Apni 1717. He was a man
eminently pious and suceassful in winaing souls to Christ. He died,
the 16th March 1754. He was succeeded by his son, John: Be~
thune, a man celebrated for his literary atiainments, and ho-..
noured with the degree of D. D., a distinction which seldom falls to

-
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the lot of Highland clergymen, owing, we suppose, to their su-
perior modesty and self-denial, rather than to their inferior at-
tainments, or because their metropolitan brethren are more ready
to monopolhize these honours than to bestow them on those who,
when out of sight, are out of mind, except when a vote to pro-
mote a party or partial object is required. We have seen two vo-
Jumes of philosophical essays on various subjects by Dr Bethune.
He died the I16th April 1774. He was succeeded by Mr John
Calder, minister at Weem, in Perthshire, who issaid to have been
singularly pious, and possessed of very popular talents. He was
inducted on the 24th September 1775, and died 1st June 1783,
Mr Thomas Urquhart was inducted 1st September 1784: died
17th May 1812. He was very much opposed at his induction,
but is now generally said to have been a good and benevo-
lent man, and of a meek and quiet disposition, Mr John Ross,
minister of Logie Easter, was inducted 16th June 1813, He was
a man of talent and sound evangelical views. He was translated
to Rosskeen in his old age, much to the dissatisfaction of those he
left, and of those among whom he was setiled. He died 8th Fe-
bruary 1824. © Mr David Carment, the present incumbent, was
translated from the New Gaelic. Chapel, Duke Street, Glasgow,
and admitted assistant and successor on the 14th March 1822.*

Education.—There are in the parish one parochial school, two
supported by societies, and three by school fees, which are trifling,
dnd also ill paid. The parochial schoolmaster has the mazimum
salary, and perhaps his fees do not exceed L. 8 per annum. There
are also two Sabbath schools in the parish.

Library.— A parochial library has been lately established, and
seems to be already in a flourishing state. It is hoped that it will
be the means of creating gradually, among the bumbler classes of
our population, a greater taste for reading than at present exists,
and -of thus aiding in the diffusion of usefui knowledge,

FPoor and Parockial Funds—The average number of persons re-
ceiving parochial aid, is 140. The snnual amount of contributions
for their relief, arising from church collections, morteloth money,
&c. is from L. 50 to L. 60. There is no assessment for the poor

_® It ia & curicve fact, though sufliciently explained by what hes been said above,
that thase is in this parib more than one person, who has seen every Preshyterian
minister lu it since the Revolution. The vomfort which the presant incumbent,
when in rather sdelicate state of health, some years » received from one of thea

wia, that ho had reeh six ministers in‘%l-wurkﬁ:n; and very likely he
a
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in this part of the country, which lays often a heavy tax on the
winister, especially when the heritors happen to be non-resident.
Dr Whyte of Bombay, grandson of one of the former ministers
of Rosskeen, left L. 2000 to the poor of the parish, the interest to
be given, in certain specified proportions, to the modest poor.

In general, none except the miserably poor ever think of apply-
ing for parochial relief.
. Fairs~—There are five fairs, held annually at Invergordon ; in
February, April, August, October, and December. |

[ans.—There are no less than 24 inns and alehouses, 15 of
which, by far too many, are in the village of Invergordon. Drunk-
enness can, however, by no means be imputed as a general vice,
to the people. |

Fuel.— The fuel used by the humbler classes is peats, of which
abundance can be easily procured. By the wealthier inbabitants,
coals {English) are used, as they can be obtained here at a very
moderate price.

MiscerLLaNEoUs OBSERVATIONS.
In many respects, this parish has been improved within the last

forty years ; but the depopulation of the country by large farms, isa i
serious evil, and is likely to bring along with it consequences which »
the landed interest seem not to have contemplated. Thereiznolong-

er an independent peasantry. The morals of the people are deterio-

rated by thelossof independence, and their spirits embittered by what

they deem oppression. The ties which united master and tenant are

gevered ; and when the tirne comes, to which we look forward with

fearful anticipations, it will, we fear, be found, that an error has

been committed, by grasping too much, at the risk of sconer or

later losing all.

October 1838,
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