PARISH OF SANDWICK.

PRESBYTERY OF CAIRSTON, SYNOD OF ORENEY.

THE REV. CHARLES CLOUSTON, MINISTER

I.——Torograrray AND Narunar HisToRY.
Name.— TuE name Sandwick is no doubt derived from the sandy

bay, which is the principal one on the west coast between Strom-
ness and Birsay, wick signifying a bay.

Ezxtent and Boundaries.—'The extreme length of the parish is
fully 6 miles: but various caleulations and measurements convince
me that its mean length is about 4} miles, and its mean breadth
about 83. It is bounded by Birsay on the north; by Harray and
the loch of Stenness on the east; by the same lm:h and Stmmness
on the south ; and by the Atlantic on the west.

Hills, &¢.—This parish cannot be denominated njountainous,
nor even hilly, when compared with the neighbouring ones, being -
more flat and cultivated than any of them; but a range.of hills.
forms its west boundary except at the bay; and from these the
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42 . DRKNEY.

hills of Gyran and Lingafiold® stretch eastward near its south side,
and those of Vestrafiold and Yonbell at its north boundary. These,
as well as the lower lands and valleys remote from the sea, slope
gently eastward towards the loch of Stenness, forming part of that
extensive amphitheatre in the centre of the west mainland, the
area of which is little elevated above the loch. Vestratiold, or the
west hill, is the highest, and may be about 300 or 400 feet above
the level of the sea. A little east of the Sandy bay are eminences
or low sandy hills, called Sandfiold and Kierfiold, which seem to
be formed in a greal measure of the sand blown from the bay by
the west wind, which is prevalent and viclent. The latter of these
hills was formerly considered beautiful for its verdure, as it was
covered with grass to the summit, but for some years it has been
forced to submit to the plough, and I suppose it 1s more profitable,
though less pleasing to the eye than formerly.

Coast, Caves, §c.— The west coast extends about four miles and
a bhalf, and is precipitous at all places except the bay, the highest
part being between 200 and 800 feet perpendicular.’ There are
many caves on the coast that form the favourite retreat of pigeons.
The softer portions of rock being washed away much more quickly
than the harder, there are many deep indentations, or * geoes,” as
they are called; where the solt parts have given way, and in some
cases the hard portions still remain as insulated pillars, withina stone
throw of the precipice, forming very picturesque objects ; but the
most remarkable thing produced in this manner is the Hele of Row,
which is a high natural arch through the peninsular erag forming
the south side of the bay, caused by two whin dikes, occurring so
near each other, that the intervening strata have been pulverised
and washed out by the sea, as high as its waves had power to do
so. Immediately south of the arch, the stones on the top of the
precipice are arranged like those on a beach by the force of the
waves, and, on the top of one of these crags, I once picked up a
lump of India-rubber covered with barnacles. Not far from Row,
on the nearest part of the ceast, is an immense rock, which is well
known to have been carried a considerable distance by the sea; it
is 18 feet long, 6 broad, and 3 thick, and weighs, according to my
caleulation, about 24 tons.

Meteorology.~1 have kept a register of the weather for the last
twelve years; the latter half only in this parish, and the former

¥ Fiold means hill,
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SANDWICK. 43

in the manse of Stromness, where there is no great difference in
the climate. As the temperature and pressure of the atmosphere,
the direction and force of the wind, with the state of the weather,
were noted twice a-day, at ten a. M. and ten p. M., during all
shat period ; it would oceupy too much space to insert the whole of
that register here ; but the following tables, showing the mean state
of the barometer and thermometer for éach month and year, may
be interesting, as applicable to Orkney in general, and must be
pretty accurate, being formed from extensive data.
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44 ' ORENEY.

TasLE showing the mean monthly and annual temperature, from
1827 till 1838, inclusive, with the mean temperature of all
these twelve years, which may be considered the mean tempe-
rature of our climate,
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Of meteors, the polar lights are the most remarkable here,
being often extremely brilliant and beautiful.

The west or south-west wind is understood to be the strongest,
ani the stone and lime on that side of a house most expoged to it,
are generally the first to give way. A gale from that quarter is
frequently prognosticated by the great swell of the sea, which rages

-even during a perfect calm. On this subject, 1 take the liberty of
repeating an cbservation, which I have made elsewhere.* ¢ This
great swell, or ¢ sea,’ as it is here called, generally indicates a storm
In a distant part of the ocean, which may reach Orkney a day or
two afterwards; hence, on the west coast, this great swell is con-
sidered a prognostic of west wind. From this we infer, 1s¢, that
the agitation caused by the wind on the surface of the ocean tra-
vels faster than the wind itself; and, 2d, that the breeze begins
tec windward, and takes some time to reach the point towards
which it proceeds to leeward, which tends to overturn the usually
received theory-as to the cause of winds. Sometimes, howerver,
the distant storm which eauses this agitation does not reach these
islands at alL.” In proof of this, J may mention, that, in August
1831, from the 9th to the 13th inclusive, the great swell of the sea
is remarked in my register, every day being also marked calm, with
the barometer high and steady. Afterwards, however, I learnt that
on the 7th and 8th of that month, there was a gale in latitude 57°
21’ north, longitude 13° 15’ west, which damaged a’ vessel that
put back to Stromness to repair; and on the 11th it began at Bar-
* Guide to the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, p. 629,
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SANDWICK. 15

badoes, and devastated that and other West India islands; but the
gale never reached Orkney, though its effects on the sea were so
conspictious.

Climate.—Our insular situation prevents the extremes of tem-
perature that are felt in continents of such a high latitude, the
surrounding ocean tempering the heat of summer, and the cold of"
winter ; so that for more than twelve years, the thermometer has
only once fallen so low as 18 of Fahrenheit, and the snow does not
lie so long here, as inthe more inland parts of the south of Scot-
land, or, I believe, the north of England. Indeed, the mean tem-
perature of every month was above the freezing point, except that
of February 1838. QOur mean annual temperature is 46° 25, and
the mean height of the barometer 29.640, as will be seen from the
annexed tables; but the nature of our climate will be more eor-
rectly understood by comparing the mean temperature of each
month, as there stated, with that of other places. The highest hill
commands an extensive view, not only of the west mainland, but
of part of the north and south isles, and from it, and other
elevated grounds, may be seen the hills of Hoy, terminat-
ing in stupendous precipices ; and, in calm and clear weather,
those of Sutherland in the distance, stretching out towards
Cape Wrath, add much to the beauty of the scene ; but duriog &
storm from the west it is awfully grand. The huge accumulations
of water that then roll after each other, foaming with terrible vio-
lence to the shore, impress the mind with their irresistible power,
and might well give a stranger a feeling of insecurity; and, when
they dash themselves against the precipice, it seems half sunk, for
a time, like n wrecked vessel amid the waves; sheets of spray are
thrown far up into the air, and carried over all the country, making
springs a mile from the coast brackish, for some days, and encrust-
ing every thing with salt, even fifteen or twenty miles off. I am
told by those living a few hundred yards from the epot, that the
floors of their cottages are shaken by the violence with which
the waves strike the crags; and [ bave seen innumerable sea insects
alive on their summits, and even a limpet adhering to them after
such a storm ; also pumerous fragments of the slaty stone, some
of them a foot long, which had been whirled inte the air, and had
penetrated six inches into the sail in falling.

Our climate, in short, is more remarkable for dampness and
storms, than -for cold; the atmosphbere being often loaded with
sea spray in winter, and moistened with the constant evaporation
in summer. Pulmonary and rheumatic camplaints seem to be pre-
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46 ORKNEY.

valent, owing to this peculiarity of the climate, and our sudden
and frequent changes of weather. Some cases of cramnp may also
be ascribed to the dampness; and a neighbouring clergyman, who
is afflicted with loss of voice, has, more than once, been immedi-
ately cured by the air of Edinburgh. Dyspeptic complaints are
*very common among the peasantry, but they are probably caused
by poor diet,

Hydrography.—The Atlantic flows up into the bay on the west
side, for about halfa mile, and the Loch of Stenness, about a mile
on the -east, leaving little more than two miles at one place, be-
tween these two great waters. The Loch of Skaill or Aith, which
is nearly a mile long, and half that breadth, lies nearly in this
space; and the Loch of Clumly, which is more than half of these
dimensions, is a little south of that line. These lochs are of no
great depth or importance, and contain no fish except eels; but
the two latter turn mills, on their passage to the sea and Loch of
Stenness, and they relieve the tameness of the scenery,—their
surface, when smooth as a mirror, forming a striking contrast to -
the troubled ocean hard by; and the sunset in fine summer even-
ings is most splendid, as seen from the manse, when the rays
are reflected from the cea, and also from one of the lochs.

Geology and Mineralogy.—Having been requested by neigh-
bouring clergymen to include their parishes in the description of
the natural histery of my own, some branches of it will be found
more general in their application to other parishes, than would
otherwise have been necessary or proper. This is particularly
the case with the following remarks on geology.

The rocks of this parish and the adjoining district, I shall de-
scribe ‘under the four following heads; viz. I. Granite; II. Slates
or flagstones ; I1I. Sandstone; 1V, Trap rocks.®

L. Granite~~The district where this rock occurs has been
lately ascertained to be much more extensive than it was for-
merly thought to be; for I have traced it, in company with the
Messrs Anderson of Inverness, from Graemsay to this parish.
The town of Stromness occupies the southern end of this tract,
which iz about one mile broad, and extends from the Island of
Graemsay, which is the southern boundary, ina northerly direction,
for about six wmiles, till it passes out at a precipice in this parish,
on'the west coast, where the Atlantic washes its base, and veils
it: from the..eye of - the geologist.. The sound which separates

* Professor FJameson, in his ¢ Mineralegy of the Scottish Isles,” gave the first sketch
of the geology of the Orkney lslanda.
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SANDWICK. 49

Graemsay from the mainland, and is less than a mile broad, in~
terrupts the examination of this rock; but there can be no doubt
of its being continued under water. In some places, it bas no
appearance of a slaty structure; in others, it has so distinetly,
though not regularly stratified, and is properly gneiss; and at one
place, discovered by Professor Jameson, it passes into mica slate,
containing garnets. Hornblende rock is also found in this tract,
but there is no extensive exposure of it. In general, it consists
of a grey granite or gneiss, which is traversed by veins of quartz
or felspar, but more frequently the latter, and exhibits the usual
phenomena of such a district, in the interruption and shifting of

"the veins. A few years ago, L. 300 were laid out in quarrying

some of this gneiss, and cutting it into paving-stones for the Lon-
don market, but it did not succeed. In one place, the workmen
came in contact with a rock containing a little galena and pyrites,
but, with this trifling exception, it contains no ores nor useful mi-
nerals. Between this rock and the schist, there is a belt of con-
glomerate, at such places as are exposed, of 50 or 100 yards
broad, containing pieces of gneiss, quartz, and felspar, imbedded,
from a microscopic size to that of a tornip. ‘This belt contains
nothing worth remarking, except small veins of galena at one
place, which are of no value. It gradually loses the conglomerated
structure; and the succeeding strata, though they sometimes al-
ternate, generally assume more of the character of those that rest
on them, till at last they pass into

11, Sandstone Flag, or Secondary Slate or Schist.—This rests upon
the conglomerate, and dips from it wherever 1 have been able to find
it in contact. . The best exposures on the west side of the granite
are on the north shore of Graemsay, point of Ness, in Stromness,
and south-west coast of this parish, where the strata slope west.
On the east side of the granite, it is only the strala in immediate
contact with it that dip east; for, in the course of 100 yards, they
graddally dip more in conformity with the general dip of the coun-
try; but they may be seen dipping east on the shore of Graemsay,
and at the point of Garson, in Stromness ; and again they dip
north-east, at the Burn of Cairston, and at the north-eagt boundary
of the granite in this parish. ' ) :

Of this slate, almost all the Orkney Islands are composed, or
at least most of the low land and shelving shores, while many of
the surrounding hills and precipices are formed of the saperimposed
sandstone. It forms a great part of Stromuess, and almost all Sand-
wick and ‘Birsay. It can hardly be described as one rook; as it is

2 The Liniversity of Edinbarrgh
The University of Glasgow



48 ORENEY.

in fact a succession of argillaceous, siliceous and calcareous slates or
schists of different thickpess, hardness, colour, and composition ;
but the most common, and that which is most esteemed for building,
is when recently quarried, of a dark blue colour, like a hard slate
clay, and breaks at determinaie angles, diamond-shaped, thus giv-
ing the builders easy work ; and some quarries afford excellent paving
stones of four or five feet square, perfectly smooth.* By exposure,
however, they acqpire a rusty reddish or yellowish colour, from the
decomposition ni'(#eimn with which most of theserocksare impreg-
nated. These strata may be found at all inclinations, from hori-
‘zontal to perpendicular, but in general they dip to the west, at an
angle about 20°. They are generally in thin strata, and in one
place are quarried pretty extensively for roofing slate, which is not

ood enough to export. In part of this quarry the slates are
beautifully marked by dendritic iron pyrites. The texture is ap-
parently homegeneous, but when exposed long to the action of the
weather the softer parts are worn away, and the harder portions
project much, thus demonsirating its compound nature. This is
particularly the case along several of the precipices that bound
the west coast, where the effect of the weather is increased by the
exposed situation, sea-spray, &c. and forms the figured stones
which have been considered so curious by many ; and indeed the
forms that they assume are sometimes exceedingly fantastic, being
in the shape of concentric circles, ovals, squares, or triangles, ac-
cording to the original mixture of the stones in the different stra-
ta; but most frequently the figures are spread irregularly on the
surface like hieroglyphics. In some places they alternate with strata
of a bard, dark limestone, which is nearly the colour of the strata be-
tween which it Lies, and is burat for hime, but not extensively, as the
distance we have to bring our coals renders it expensive. In other
places, the strata have a bituminous appearance on the surface, or
little cavities which are filled up with a soft bitumen or petroleum,
occasionally glance coal? "This has excited some hope of dis-
covering coal in this county, which would be an incalculable
benefit to all the north of Scotland ; but the whole county is s0
intersected by the sea, and there are such plain and beautiful ex-
posures of all the strata along our shores, that it is hardly possi-

* The resemblance of these and the Cafthness slates to somse aof the so-called grey-
wacke slates ofthe south of England wos remarked many years ago by Professor
Jameson, e was in the practice, in his lectures, of pointing eut the closs resem-
blance or identiy of these slates and red saridetones with the siates snd sandstones in
tha Pentland range at Edinburgh, which lie immediately below the coal formation,
adbd which be held to be members of the old red sandsone,—a formation belonging
gither o the und-rmau group of the secondsry cless or the uppermcet of the transi-

ticn cines,
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SANDWICK, 19

ble for coal to be present in any quantity, without its croppings or
outgoings being perceived somewhere.

Fossil fish and vegetables occur in several places, even among the
strata within half a-mile of the granite. All the species of these ich-
thyolites are far from being completely collected and known yet;
bubitis believed that they prove these strata to be identical with the
slates of Caithness, and of the southern shores of the Moray
Frith. Flinty slate and chert, passing into lydian stone, abound
in these slates. Sandstone, some hundred yards thick, lies in im-
mediate contact with the conglomerate on the north end of the
primitive district on the west coast of the parish. It has that dia-
gonal arrangement of the layers called faise stratification. It is
much more hard and erystalline than the new red sandstone, of a
dark grey or brown colour, and is the only geod quarry for mill-
stones in this county. .

Veins of galena are not uncommon, and one near the manse of
Stromness has been worked for about 100 yards, but long since
forsaken, as a speculation which would not pay. It is here asso-
ciated with common heavy spar, and a mineral is found in small
quantity along side of it, composed of carbonate of strontia, and

sulphate of barytes, which has been described by Professor Traill ’

as an entirely new mineral, and named Stromnite, or Barystrontia-
nite. The other minerals that this part of the formation contains
are of no consequence, viz. quartz or rock crystal in veins, calea-
reous spar in veins. Iron and copper pyrites, the former, mast
commonly in veins or nodules and beavy spar, occur sometimes of
considerable thickness. i

11L Sandstone.— This rock lies upon the slates, and is bymost geo-
logists considered theold red sandstone. It occurs neither in this par
vish, Stromness, nor Birsay, to which my observations on the slates
refer ; hut to understand the position of these rocks, it 1s necessary

to trace them to Hoy, south of Stromness, where this sandstone:

tesls on the slates. There it rises to the height of 1600 f{eet
above the level of the sea, in the Ward Hill. It varies much in
colour, but is generally gray, red, or brown ; and is disposed in
sirata, which are often so soft that it is not much used for building.
Government, however, employed it for erecting martello towers,
which are fast crumbling away. This sandstone is ensily decom-~

posed by the action of the sea, and forms numerous caves and fan-.
tastic forms along the precipices where it occurs, of which the in=~:
sulated rock, called the Old Man of Hoy, that is so conapicuoua.

from Caithness, may be given as an instance, 'This singular rock
ORK NEY, D
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50 DRKNEY.

is formed of the same strata as the precipice from which it is dis-
joined ; and as this is nearly 1000 feet ‘perpendicular, it affords a
magnificent exhibition of the strata. The top is red sandstone,
and the base on which it rests amygdaloid. In this precipice, I
found, about twenty years ago, a fine vein of manganese ore, from
which beautiful specimens may be procured, and in the other side
of the island, that species of iron ore called brown hematite, is
found in such quantity, that it was at one time worked.

- IV.: T'rap Rocks.— These oceur as greenstone, basalt, parphyry,
and amygdaloid. All the rocks formerly noticed are frequently inter-
sected with whin dikes, from one to ten feet thick, which are some-
times shifted and contorted, but generally run directly west by com-
pass, (the flag having a seam in that direction), till they disappear
under the bed of the ocean. In the space of eight miles along
the precipices on the west coast of Stromness and this parish, 1
have counted eighteen separate dikes of this kind, and, including
Birsay, I have no doubt there are more than two dozen. The
strata of the slate in comtact with these dikes are generally con«
torted and pulverized, and easily washed away, leaving narrow
inlets or ¢ geoes.” One of these, nine feet thick, cuts through
the north-west extremity of the granite, and another bounds on its
south-east side a mass of amygdaloid, containing zeclite, calcare-
ous spar, green earth, &ec. in Walls. The only place where I
know of its overflowing the secondary rocks is one which I disco-
vered about twelve years ago in the west side of Hoy, where there
is a bed of it fully 100 feet thick, and, I believe, several miles in
extent, in the middle of the sandstone. Near the same bed, on
the sea shore of Rackwick, I also found a fine vein of fbrous gyp-
sum, an inch and a-half thick. Porphyry also occurs ; and Dr Hib-
bert observed an interesting spot of it near the granite in Cairston.

- V. Alluvial Rocks.— The aliuvial formation of Orkney is not par--
ticularlyinteresting ; but we have plenty of clay, in most placesabun-
dance of peat, though there is little in Sandwick, and, in many dis-
tricts, marl. Bog-iron ore is very cammon on some of our hills ; and
along our sandy bays;, nature frequently erects a barrier of a sort of
indurated sand, apparently formed by the mixture of siliceous parti-
cles with fragments of shells, which serve for cement. In our peat-
mosses, rpots of large trees are' often dug up, and they have also
been found in Sandwiek Bay, where they are generally covered by
the ocean. " Hazel-nuts; deers’ horns, &c. have likewise repeatedly
been found imbedded in our peat,—and this makes it probable

Y
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SANDWICK. 51

shat forests have formerly grown in these islands, where there is
nothing now that deserves to be called a tree, except in gardens.

Soil.—The soil of Sandwick is of very different kinds in different
places. Immediately east of the bay, it is nothing but sand, which
blows about with the wind. In other places, there is a poor yeliow
elay, formed by the wasting of the clay flag; and our best soil is
a rich black clayish loam. These are mixed together in infinite
propottions ; but there is no depth of mossy soil or gravel. The
clays particularly rest op a retentive rocky subsoil, many parts of
whichk would be much improved by draining.

Zoology.— The rarer species of animals only being wanted for
the Statistical Account, I would not be justified in inserting a
complete list, for which I must refer to Andersnn’s ¢¢ Guide to the
Highlands and Islands,” where one will be found, embracing those
of Mr Low, Drs Barry, Traill, Neill, and Mr Forbes, to which I
have nothing important to add. I may, however, mention, that
rabbits are very numercus in the sandy parts of this parish, and
haves, which were only introduced into Orkney a few years ago,
are now beginning to show themselves. Thousands of guils, of
different species, with scarfs and other sea birds, as well as com-
mon pigeons, build on the shelves of our precipices, and some hun«
dreds of the pewir, or black-headed gull, on a little artificial holm
in the Loch of Skaill, A few pairs of wild swans remain some
months in winter in the Lochs of Stenness and Clumly. Wild
geese visit us every spring, and several species of duck are found
in all our lochs in considerable numbers. There arve no trout or
other fish of any importance in our lochs; but in the Loch of
Stenness, trout, flounders, and various other species are got; and
there is great variety in the Atlantic, on our west shores; however,
itis only when the sea is smooth that boats can get out to fish.
Lobsters are caught in the bay for the London market.

Botany.-—~The plants in this parish are not very different from
those in the neighbouring ones, except Hoy, where there is a con-
siderable number of alpine plants on the Ward Hill. The Scotch
primrose (" Primula Scotica ), and vernal squill ("Seilla verna ), grow
abundantly in this, and most parishes of the county, with some
more plants that are rather rare in the south of Scotland. But,
for a catalogue of these, I must refer the botanist to the works of
Drs Barry and Neill, and my own contribution of 83 new species to
the Orkney Flora in Anderson’s ¢ Guide,” which would cecupy too
much space to republish here, as they contain altogether 545species;

It is, however, in cryptogamous plants that the Flora of Orkney

2 The Liniversity of Edinlairgh
The University of Glasgow



52 ORKNEY.

is particularly rich ; and we have the pleasure of adding several to
the Flora of Scotland, besides the Chara aspere, new to that of
Britain, Dr Pollexfen has paid particular attention to the sea-weeds;
and the addition which I am now epabled to make to former lists
of these, prove his diligence in collecting, and acutepness in dis-
criminating,—for though I bave also picked up a few of these
when accidentally at the sea shore, yet, for the majority of them,
Y am indebted to him. Without deducting a few that might be
subtructed from former lists, but, taking Barry's at 11, Neill’s at
13, and mine at 44, there are still 65 new species to be added to
the sea-weeds, making the Orkney algee amount to 133 species,
and its flora to 610; and yet much remains to be done, particu-
larly in eryptogamous botany. It is déemed proper to publish
the complete list of alge, including the old and new, on account

of the rarity of some, alterations in nomenclature, &c.
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Conferva contraliz Mesogloia multifids Batrachospermum maonili-
Ca'othrix confervicoln Gloiosiphonia capillaris forme

111. Ara= GuorocLaves. Trichocladia vermicalaris Corynephora marina
Mesoglois Hudsoeni . virescens '

There are no forests in this parish; but some trees have been
planted within the last fifteen years, and the kinds that seem to
succeed best are, the plane, ash, mountain-ash, elm, and willow.

IL.—Civiv HisToRY.
The only plans or surveys of this parish of any importance, in ad-

ditton to those of the county in general, are those of the townships,
in which the Crown holds property, made by Messrs Grangerﬂn{l
Miller, and lodged in the sheriff-clerk’s eoffice.

F.and-owners.— The property is divided into very small portions
here, as in the neighbouring parishes. William Graham Watt,
Esq. of Breckness, holds about a third, and resides on it, cultivat-
ing a considerable part. The Crown holds about a fifth ; and the
remainder is held by nearly seventy other proprietors, most of
whom cultivate their own little farms.

Parochial Registers.—'The date of the earliest entries in our pa-
rochial register, of births is 22d September 1728, and in that of
marriages, 20th April 1727. They have for some years been kept
and preserved with great care; but they do not appear to have been
so formerly.

Antiguities.—In the former Statistical Account it is mentioned,
that, *“ on the west coast of the parish of Sandwick, close by the
sea shore, is to be seen the ruins of a large building, which yet
bears the name of the Castle of Snusgar ;” also that several tumuli
had been opened, one by Sir Joseph Banks, containing three stone
chests, each enclosing a human skeleton, in different positions,
and bruised bones, teeth, hair, beads, &c.; and others containing
smaller stone chests, enclosing urns, in which were found ashes, with
fragments of bone, or ashes and fragments of bene without urns.
To these antiquities, a residence of six years epables me to add
the following.

In the tﬂwnﬂ}up of Yeskenaby, not far from the boat nw#, .

are the ruins of a small ehurch, with an enclosure abount it like a
churchyard; and in several other places, a kirk green er burying
ground. Between the top of Lingafiold and the loch of Clumiy,
are the stones of Via, which are worthy of the antiquarian’s notice,
and which are Bupposed to be a eromlech or heathen altar. In-
deed, the figure of that, with the head stone in the hundred anf.fi

" A place for boats.
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fifiieth plate of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, published in 1797,
might pass for a representation of this monument before the dis-
placing of its pillars.®

On the hill north of Quoyloo there is a standing stone, and also
& curious collection of large and ancient stones, to which the name
Haly Kirk is still applied; and a gentleman residing in that
neighbourhood informs me, that he recollects one of these, now
prostrate, supported by those that are still perpendicular, thus
completing that resemblance to gn altar, which its name seems to
indicate. Not far from the same spot, about 200 yards north-
east of North Dike, and about 500 east of the summit of Ves.
trafiold, are the remains of an enclosure, 800 yards in circumfe-
rence, and, I believe, of great antiquity, many of the stones be-
ing large, and set upon edge, particularly five or six on the north
side.

About sixty yards nearer the summit, is a quarry, with enor-
mous blocks of stone detached, so similar to the standing stones of
Stenness in size and shape, that I suppese this to be the bed from
which they were taken, as I know of no other quarry from which
they could be procured, and no other purpose for which people
would detach such blocks as these, from 13 te 18 feet long.
The nearest circle of the standing stones is about six miles from
this spot ; but, though they might be considered geographically in
this parish, they are ecclesiastically within the boundaries of Sten-
ness. 1 may, however, mention, that pumerous remains of anti-
quity, probably connected with them, may be seen at the adjoin-
ing boundary of this parish, and more particularly about a mile
north of them: and within the west corper of the dike of Was-
bister i1s a circle, which seems a mimature of that in Stenness, with-
out the stones, surrounded by a ditch about 12 feet broad, and 6
feet deep, 219 yards in circumference outside of the ditch.

T'here are in the parish at least five broughs, which their name
and situation prove to have been, of old, places of defence. Two
of these are em promentories at the precipice in Yeskenaby,
one jutting out in the Loch of Clumly, and two in the Loch of
Stenness; each of these, not en island, or surrounded by water,

* The sleb of Via is 1 foot thick, 5 feat 10 long, and 4 feet 9broad. Thae four pil-
Tars under it are esch about 3 feet long ; and the head stone 8 feet 9 by 2 feet D on
the surface, and I foot 4 thick. It i» pleced nearly in the centre of an old circular
anclosure, $75 paces in circumference, with a amall tumulus oo the south side of it,
which was lately opened, but nothing found in it except a parcel of large stones.
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being separated from the land by a ditch, which is still distinctly
visible, .

I have observed at several places vitrified ecairns, similar to
those in Sanday, &ec. which Dr Hibbert supposes to have been
produced by beacon fires. I know not that ours have the same
origin 3 for since that celebrated antiquarian called my attention
to the subject, I have, in several cases, seen similar vitrified matter
produced by burning a whole stack of sandy peats in the open air,
during a strong breeze, which is sometimes done to obtain the
ashes for manure, .

During last summer, a man, who built a habitation for himself on
the common between this and Isbister, in Birsay, found what seems
to have been a Piet’s house, in a Anowe from which he took the
stones. It consisted of a chain of four cirecular cells, connected
together by passages too narrow and low ever to have formed an
abode for men.* It seems more probable that the rubbish above
the cells was the ruins of their residence, and that these were used
as cellars or places of security.

Barrows or tumuli are particularly numerous in Sandwick. [
believe there are more than one hundred, though it would be
neither easy nor useful to ecount them. Eight of these, situated
on the common, have been opened during the last year. A mi-
nute description of each would be tedious; but a brief account
of the most important, which I opened in company with most of
the other office-bearers of the Orkney Natural History Socie<
ty, must be interesting to the antiquarian. The first, which was
the largest of a numerous cluster between Voy and Lyking, was 50
yards in circumference, and about 74 feet high. It wasformedofa
wet adhesive clay. On reaching the centre, 'we found a large flag
which formed the cover; and on raising it up, the grave appeared
as free from injury, and the pieees of bone as white and clean, as
if formed only the preceding day. At its end, which lay north-east
by east, was an urn inverted, shaped like an inverted flower-pot ;
and at its other end, about a hat-full of bones, unmixed with ashes,
which had been burnt and broken small, none being more than
two inches long and one broad, covered by a stone of an irregular

* This building was unfortunately demolished before 1 heard of if; but the fol-
lowing dimensions, which I had from recoliection, are probably prétiy sorrect. Cells,
4 feet in diarneter, and 4 feet high; paseages, 2 feet wide, 2 feet long, and 3} feet
high ; walls, 1 foot thick, or more, sccording to the size of stons, only built smooth

indide, covered with large flags, the lowest across the pamsage, and the highest acroey,
- the middle of the cell, with cne between. " '
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shape, about one foot across. It was sprinkled with a peculiar
mossy-looking substance, of a brewn colour, and white ashes,
which seemed; from the smell when burnt, to be animal matter.
The surface of the urn 18 dark, not unlike burnt cork, and seems
to be rude earthen-ware, into the composition of which, bits of
stone enter liberally. It contained nothing that we could per.
ceive, and soon fell te pieces; but I put them together with Ro-
man cement ; and it is now in the Society’s museum, with part of
the bones.*

The next, in size, of the group of tumuli, was 34 yards in circum-
ference, about 6 feet high, and contained six separate graves.
The two nearest the centre seemed the principal ones. A large
flag rested against the covers of these on the east side, jutting up
about a foot above them.+ The space under this flag was quite
empty. On removing it and the two horizontal covers on which
it rested, the two principal graves were exposed to view. The
frst was formed of a double row of upright flags, on all sides ex-
cept the south, next to the second, where there way only a single
row, and small pieces substituted at the corners,! the space inside
was filled for ® inches with clay, and the corners of this and the
second were also cemented with it. Between the cover and clay
flooring, was a vacant space, about a foot deep, into which some
fine sand had penetrated or fallen from the cover in wasting, and
sprinkled the floor., On removing this, ‘we found a small stone,
which covered a cavity in the clay, 1 foot in diameéter, and 9 inches
deep, containing the bones burnt and broken, as in the first tumu-
lus, and some little pieces of charcoal. It is worthy of remark,
that in a tumulus lately opened in Circassia, Mr Spencer disco-
vered a few fragments of unglazed terra cotta vases, containing
charcoal also.§

The second grave|] was nearly ene foot south of the former, and
consisted of four flags, set up on a floor of flag, with a heap of

. * The cover wea 5 fopt T in length, 3 feet 2 broad, and 3% inches thick. The bot-
tom of the grave was on the level of the surfage of the earth, and it measured 3 foct
long, 2 feet broad, and 1 foot 10 decp. The part of the uru that bore to be lifed up
measured ! foot in diameéter st its mouth, 5 inches inside and outside of bottom, and
B inches bigh ; the bottom 1 inch thick, and the sides barely §.

T 1t measured 5 feat long, 4 feet 2 inches broad, and 3 inches thick.

% The first grave was I foot 8 inches square inside, the outside flags were 6 inches
higher than the jnside ones, and those on the west and east sides very thick. Oue-
side they were sypported by some lumpy stones and the ¢lay.

§ Spencer’s Travels in Circemia, Vol. ik p. 209, third edition.

was 1 foot 10 inches, by I foot 3 inehes scroes the middle, but far from
square, and 2 fet deep. y
a
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bones, shoilar to those in the first. The third was at the south
side, close by the west corper of the second, and was very simple,
being merely a.cavity in the earth, covered by a stone on which
we were treading, and being so low, without any upright flags
about it, it escaped observation till we were about to leave the tu-
mulus. It contained pieces of bone of a larger size than the for-
mer two, and a few pieces of a vitrified substance, like a parcel of
peas, with a veslcular internal structure, and of a whitish appear-
ance, ag if it were vitrified bone. The other three resembled the
more common graves that are generally found in the lesser tumu-
li, differing from each other in size and structure, but all more or
less filled with ashes, of a reddish colour, apparently of peat, in-
terspersed with very small bits of bone.® -

All of these graves lay with one end north north-east, except
the sixth, which was directed north-east. This resemblance be-
tween the fourth and first is worthy of notice,~—that it also consist-
ed of a double row of flags on all sides except the south, next to
the fifib, where it was single.

I do not think that it would be either interesting or useful to
describe minutely the graves in all the tumuli that I have seen
opened during the last year, or heard of being opened previously ;
for though they vary a little in size, shape, and direction, there is
a strong similarity between them, the largest being 2 feet 9 uiches
by 2 feet, and the smallest 1 foot 2 inches by 104 inches ; and
the direction of those that I have had an opportunity of observing,
varies only two points of the compass from north by east, to north-
east by north, and they, all contained peat ashes mixed with bits
of bone. Ileave it to those more competent to the task, to specu-
late on these facts. One thing, however, seems evident, that these
tumnuli are the burying-places of a people who burned their dead,
and it seems probable that the rich were buried in the larger and
more costly tumuli, and that their bodies were burnt in such a way
as to prevent their remains from being mingled with peat ashes:
and the bits of charcoal found in one of the graves seem to indi-
cate that this was used as the fuel, at least on some occasions,

* The fourth grave lay on the east side of the first, with a spase-of three feet be-
tween ; internally, it was 2 feet 10 inches long, by 2 feet 3 incbes broad, the inonee
tow & inches below the level of the outer; 9 inches below that, was a small covet.
3tone, and at the bottom, 6 inches ‘of peat ashes, with bits of bone. The ffth lay two
feet south of the last, and was sbout 8 foet 5 inches, by 2 fect 8 inches. "It was form-
ed by a single row-of flags without any cover. On the top waa § inches of clay, and
below that, about'® inches of ashes and bone, The sixth lay three feet from the north-
wesl corner of the Brat, and wes the rudest of all. It measured 2 feet by 1 foot 2 inches.
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while the poor were interred in the smaller tumuli, along with the
ashes of the peats, which consumed their remains. :

An ancient and interesting grave was also found last year, on the
farm of Downby, by the proprietor, from the plough accidentally
coming in contact with its cover stone. I contained a human
skeleton, which could not be got out entire, but which seemed to
have been buried in a sitting posture, and at the right hand lay a
mallet head of gneiss, finely marked with dark and light layers,
and beautifully polished, now in the museum in Stromness. The
head lay north-west by north.*

[IL—PoruraTion.

The amount of the population at each census, taken at the
four last periods, was 970, 922, 930, and 878, or, including 46
seamen, 1019 ; but wheu I took an account of my parishioners in
1833, visiting every cottage, I found it amounted to 1088, and,
according to the present return for this Account, it is 1056.

The yearly average number of births for the last seven years is, - 313
deaths, - - 18

marriages,t - - 72
The number of persons under 15 years of age, - 413
between 15 and 30, . 203
A0 and 50, - - 0245
50 and 70, - - 115

upwards of 70, - i7

Number of proprietora of land of the yearly value of L.50 and upwards,
including the Crown, - - -
Nu'[l'lh'-'r ‘Uf l.l“'IIIUTI'II.L'l] ITILCT] hﬂl."l]ﬂ'lﬂrﬂ. nnt] widuw::rs. LIIJ‘WHHJS Uf&ﬂ

years of age, - - 20
Number of unmarried women upwards of 45, - B
Average oumber of children in each family having them, - 4}

The number of insane, 2; fatuous, 5; blind, 2; deaf and

dumb, 2; total 11.
The number of families with children, 164, without them, 38,1

total, 202.
Gaelic has never been spoken here ; and I know of no customs,

games, or amusements, peculiar to this people.
- If the work of cleanliness has begun, it is yet far from perfected,
In their persons and dress, I beliave there has been some improve-

* This g-mve was & feet 2§ inches, by 2 feet 11 inches, and 2 feet & inches deep,
i‘nrrmed of tlag only ebout an inch thick. The cover was 6} feet long, 4 feet 2 inches
broad, and 64 inches thick. The mallet is 8 inches long, about & in circumference
at the thickest end, and hns a hole quite through, apparently for s bandle, about
ggven-tenths of an inch in diameter, ;
'T ‘The marriages registered last seven years are 56, but 18 fervalea and 4 males
belonged to. other parisbes: deducting the latter, who would probably take their
wives to their gwn homes with thein, we obtain the above number, _
' { In many cascs, there are frmales living in cots by themselves, which makee the
number of familios appear greater,
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SANDWICK. 50

ment in this respect, but it must be very limited, till they have
houses that are clean, in which it would be possible to keep their
persons so. At present, most of them are wretched hovels, with
holes in the roof instead of chimneys, which permit that part of
the smoke to escape, that 18 knowing enough to find it ; but most
of the soot aitaches itself to the roof and rafters, whence’it de-
scends again on the inmateas,

Another hole in the roof, about six inches square, and often
without glass, is the substitute for a window; and cows, calves,
pigs, geese, and fowls, share the benefit of thé peat fire, placed on
the middle of the floor for the accommodation of all. Their
food is as simple as can be imagined. Oat and bear-meszl, with
milk in variows forms, potatoes, cabbage, and sometimes fish, is
their ordinary diet ; and most indulge in a little flesh and ale at
Christmas, or other helidays. Of their poor cots, many are only
tenants at will, and on this account, as well as others connected
with their state of vassatage, though many have peace and plenty,
I cannot say that all enjoy, in a reasonable degree, the comf{orts of
society and civilization, as so much depends on their landlord.

The general character of the people, intellectual, moral, and
religious, is, 1 believe, mu¢h like that of their neighbours, who
have been placed in the same unfavourable circumstances, living
in a parish united to another, with public worship only once a
forinight, and no resident clergyman. I have the gratification of
noticing in the sequel their late improvement, in these respects.

1V.—InpvsTRY.

Agriculture.—~Much of the information required under this
branch of inquiry, I expected to have procured from the tenants ;
but it is proper to explain, that many of them having been prohi-
bited from divalging the secret of their real rent, and quantity of
land, I have been under the necessity of extracting the truth from
other sources, More than half of this parish has lately been di-
vided under a process of division of run-rig, and of this'part, the
number of acres of arable and pasture land, with the comparative
value of each, has been exactly ascertained ; and knowing the
proportion between the valued rent of ‘this part, and that which
remains undivided, I am furnished with materials from which to
calculate the number of acres of arable and pasture land in the
whole parish, with more precision than formerly; and the know-
ledge of the real rent of a part, amounting to more than L. 600,
gives me also materials for caleulating the real rent of the whole,
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which I believe to be nearly L. 1600, but which I shall at present
calculate at L. 1560; and I have pleasure in acknowledging the
politeness of Mr Graham, the Crown Chamberlain, and the sur-
veyor, in procuring most of the documents. The valuation of
the parish, more than twenty years ago, is far below the present
valuey, some tenants paying more than double of the rent then

stated.

No. of imperisl acres cultivated, or occasionally in tillege, . . 2204
which never have been cultivated, end which remain con-

stantly waste, or in pasture, is . . - 3224

in a state of undivided conunon, or water, . Lita )

under planted wood, about . . . 1

What portion of this might, with a profitable application of ca-
pital, be added to the cultivated land, is a matter on which there
must be a great variety of opinions; but the practicability of doing
so is yearly proved, by the cultivation of some part of it.

Rent of Land.—The average rent of arable land per acre is
10s., and the average rent of pasture land about 2s. per acre.

Liate of Wages,— The following is the rate of wages. A plough-
man per year, L. 7, or more if he acts as grieve, with board, or
equivalent in meal, &c.; a male day labourer gets Is. and a fe-
male 6d. without fare; female servants in gentlemen’s families
have 1.3 a-year. For harvest, men get L. 1, 10s. and females
L.1. Masons may be got to build dikes at 1s. 3d. a-day, and
11d. a fathom for building and quarrying a dry stone dike, 84 feet
high, with coping. More perfect masons obtain 2s. a-day for the
best kind of work ; carpenters get 2s, a~day and food.

. Prices—The prices of different articles of raw produce, or
_country manufacture, are, fowls, 8d. each ; eggs, 3d. per dozen;
beef and mutton, about Martinmas, 2d. per lb.,, but dearer at
other seasons; butter, 6d. per Ib. ; potatoes, the dearest, 8s. per
barrel; an iron plough, L. 2; a wooden one, L. 1, 10s. ; a cart,
1.4, 4s.; a pair of harrows, 14s. or 15s. The common breeds
.of cattle are the small ones of the county, and little attention has
been paid to their improvement. The general character of the
husbandry is still exceedingly defective, wost of the ground having
been alternately in oats and bear for generations, without the be-
nefit of green crop, grass, or fallow, except a rig or two on each
farm, for the potatoes. The soil is, in consequence, full of a great
-variety of weeds, and exhausted; and I deem it of the utmost im-
portance, that a regular rotation of crops should be. introduced,
suiting the course and kind of crop, to the soil and climate ;. but
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hitherto there has been a greater desire to increase the quantity of
arable ground, by reclaiming waste land, than to increase the pro-
ductive power of that which is already arable, by rotation and
draining. In geweral there are no leases, and in the few cases
where they exist, their duration is only about seven years, so that
they afford no adequate encouragement for improvements by the
tenants. ‘The state of the farm-buildings is as bad as that of the
dwelling-house which I mentioned before, and there are no in-
closures among the peasantry, except those of their * kale yards.”

The principal improvements which have recently been intro-
duced among the tenants,are better horses, and implements of agri-
culture, and those in my neighbourhood are alse trying turnips on
a small scale. '

The single-stilted plough, used here at the beginning of this
century, is now completely abolished, with all its cumbrous ma-
chinery, and the common two-stilted mould-board one substituted
in its place, and a pair of good small horses, instead of three or four
with their leaders. Harrows with teeth of iron instead of wood, and
carts are now universally used, The publie read from Stromness
is made as far as the Loch of Aith, and in tolerable repair.

Mr Watt is by far the most extensive farmer in the parish, and
has for many years carried on ao improved system of husbandry ;
enclosing and reclaiming waste land on a large scale,~—his last I
closure off the common, a few vears since, including about 100 acres,
Mr Robertson in Lyking deserves next to be noticed with appro-
bation, for his success in raising the best crops, and acting on an
improved system. Mr Heddle of Clumly, who purchased that
property about five years ago, has already inclosed the whole of it,
and brought most of its waste land into cultivation.

The glebe has also, during the last four years, been inclosed
and drained ; and this is the only farm in the parish, or, iu a much
wider district, that is under a regular rotation of crops. The
course adopted is that of six years, viz. green crop, bear, two
years grass, and two years oats; but it would be premature to af-
frm that this is the rotation best adapted to the county, or most
worthy of general imitation. ‘This experiment, hdwever, has
shown that the crops are vastly improved by the rotation, and that
the first years are attended with more expense than profit.

All the obstacles to imnprovement, noticed in the * heads :of
inquiry,” operate here in their full force, viz. want of capital, the
want of encouragement by proprietors, erronecus mansgement of

L]
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land, defective leases, and insufficient accommodation in building
and inclosing,

The only quarries are those of the common clay stone, which are
found in moat places fit for building, and in a few places adapted
for paving and roofing ; and the mill-store guarry noticed under
Geology. '

We have no mines, and no fisheries of any importance, though
when the sea is smooth, those near the bay catch some fish for
their own use, and a few lobsters for the London market.

Produce.—The average gross amount of raw produce cannot be
stated with precision, as the people could not tell it; but the prin-
ciple on which valuators generally calculate, is, that the produce
should be three times the value of the rent, which makes the total
amount of the raw produee raised in this parish L.4500, and this is
almost exclusively in grain, and a few potatoes for their own use,
‘The only crop cultivated for the arts is rye, for making bonnets,
nine acres of which are raised by Mr Watt, at what appears a liberal
rent of 1.6, 10s. per acre, but he has to manure and work the land,
and furpish carts whenever they are required, for carrying the pro-
duce to the boiler, thence to the bleaching-field, and thence to
Kirkwall, or Stromness.

Manufactires.—The principal branch of manufacture carried
on here, is straw plaiting, which oceupies almost all our younger
females; or, in summer, reaping and preparing the nine acres
of rye that furnish the materials. The seeds are sown thick,
that the straw may be long and fine. ‘The stems are cut down
before the grain ripens, tied near the lower end into very smail
bundles, steeped in boiling water for an hour, spread on the
ground to bleach, and carted to the manufacturer's house, where
the upper part between the highest joint and the grain, which
only in general is used, is pulled out; cut to a proper length, sift-
ed or sorted to different degrees of fineness, and made vp into
small bundles, which are distributed to the girls who take them to
their own houses to be plaited ; they are paid according to the
fineness of the straw, and excellence of the work: The plaiters can
earn 6d. a day at the present rate of wages. The plaits are next
washed, smoked, milled, and, lastly, put into the hands of other
girls, who sew them together into bonnets. At one time, this
manufacture was conducted in a very objectionable manner, by
collecting numbers of young peaple in confined apartments, where,
as “ evil communications cqreupt good manners,” and * one sinnet:
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destroyeth much good,” it is to be feared the contaminated atmo-
sphere was not only destructive to their bodily health, but to their
moral purity. The same objections, however, do not apply to it
as conducted at present in their own houses, where it has a ten-
dency to introduce neatness and cleanliness; but it is a serious ob-
jection, that the whim of a London lady may render it unfashion~
able to appear under a’ thatch of straw, and thus at once throw
destitute 3000 Orcadian damsels.

The manufacture of kelp is not of great importance here now,
only about eight tons are made,—and it neither affords much em-
ployment nor profit.

. V.—ParocHiaL Ecornomvy.

There is no town or village in the parish, but the centre is only
about five miles from Stromness, and about fifteen from Kirkwall.

Our letters pass through the Stromuess post-office; and the
length of made-road from the centre of this, to join that in Strom-
ness parich, is two miles,

Ecclesiastical Staté.—The parish church is placed about 100
yards from the bay at the west side, and about five miles from the
other extremity,~—a situation which is most inconvenient for all the-
population, except the few in that neighbourhood, the nearest cot-
tage being nearly a mile distant. As this church was built so late-
ly as 1836, partly on the foundation of the former one—it is my
duty to relieve the presbytery of the bounds, and the minister of
the awful responsibility of approving of such a site : for after the
principal heritors had petitioned the presbytery for a removal of
the church to a central situation, and that court had cordially ap-
proved of a measure so eminently calculated to promote the glory
of God, and salvation of souls, the opposition of the very person who
had written, and been most prominent in promoting that petition,
effectually defeated the arrangement,

From this it is evident that presbyteries should be vested with
authority to fix on the proper sites for churches,

Though so recently built, I canrnct say that its present state of
repair is good, for being founded partly on the foundation of the:
old chyrch, and partly on soft sand, the wall cracked so far, that
the arch of a window came down, and thatbeing rebuilt, it-has again’
ecracked in such a manner, that it gives lietle prospect of durabili~
ty. It contains 564 sittings, which are not yet divided. The
manse was built in 1833. The glebe consists of 43 acres, near-
ly half of which used to be arable ground, and the rest poor pas-
tire, or waste land, which was let altogether for about L. 12,
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The stipend is the minimum of L. 150, with L. 8, 6s. 8d. for
communion elements,— L. 6, &s. 6d. of the stipend being paid from
Exchequer.
_ There are two Dissenting chapels in the parish, one belonging
to the United Secession church, and the other to the Indepen-
dents. The former was erected in 1828, and the minister® is pro-
vided with a house, a piece of land, and'fuel, and receives L. 76
of stipend, the whole of which is derived to him from the congre-
gation ; but, according to the usual practice of the Secession
Chureh, so long as the congregation are unable, by their own ef-
forts, to support the regular dispensation of religious ordinances,
they annually receive pecuvniary aid from the United Associate
Synod, and also from the two neighbouring congregations of Kirk-
wall and Stromness. The number of communicants on the roll of
that congregation is 105, but only 68 of them belong to this parish.
The whole population attending the chapel, including members,
their children, and others, is about 230, and if thé above propor-
tion holds good, about 150 of them belong to this parish. The
Independent chapel was built about 1824, but is not oceupied
every Sabbath, as the preacher resides in Harray. I cannot state
his income, and perhaps I should not, as he is not resident here,
but what he derives from this parish must be extremely little. 1
am told there are seven members connected with this chapel, and
not fo many additional hearers, resident in Sandwick. Making
these deductions from the population, there remain 900 belonging
to the Established Church, where worship is generally well attend-
ed, considering its distance from the east extremity of the. parish,
for the pecple of that district are five miles from the c¢hurch of
their own parish, and only one from that of Harray, where, it is
to be supposed, they will frequently attend. The average pum-
ber of communicanis for the last six years, counting those
who used tokens, is 496, and counting the official persons al-
so, who used none, I may state it to be about 500. We yearly
take a collection in church for ope of the General Assembly’s
schemes ; but we cannot raise above L. 1 in this way ; for though
we sent above L.7 to one of them, and above L. 3 to another dur-
ing the laat two years, the greater part of these sums was raised
by subscription.: .

+ . Education.—The total number of schools is nine ; but some of
these are kept only for a short period, by persons who happen to

. - * This gentleman has politely furnished the Information concerning his own cha-
pel; which w given, as far as cunalstent with the beads of ioquiry, in Lis own words.
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have leisure. One of these is the parochial school, and all the rest
are unendowed. The branches of education taught at the best of
these, are, Latin, French, grammar, writing, arithmetie, musie, out-
lines of civil and natural history, geography, geometry, and a little
astronomy ; but several taught by females, are limited to reading
and sewing. The salary of the parochial teacher is L.34, 4s.
4}d., but both at this, and the other schools, the school fees do
not amount to much.  The parochial teacher has the legal accom-
modation. The expense of education per quarter at it, is Is. for
reading, with grammar, writing and arithmetic, and 6d. for each
important braneh i addition, but 9d. and even 6d: per quarter
are the fees at some of the female schools. I believe all between
six and fifteen years of age can read, and a great part of them
write. 1 do not know of more than two or three old people who
cannot read. The people, in general, are alive to the benefits of
education. Notwithstanding the great number of our schools,
another endowed and permanent one is much wanted at the morth
side of the parish, where there is a population of about 500, most
of whom are three miles from the parochial scheol, which in this
climate is sufficient ‘to prevent attendance in the winter season,
when they have most time.

There is a visible improvement in the conduct of the people
since the facilities of education have increased. In a printed let-
ter of the principal resident heritor, dated 1821, he says, * This
parish has been, time out of mind, so ill supplied in regard to
church and schonl, owing, in a great measure, to the residence of
the clergyman being placed at the farthest extremity of the other
parish, it is wonderful to me that they are not more savage and
uoprincipled than they are. They are a half century behind most
of the other parishes on the mainland, in civilizatien.”

Supposing this to be a correct description of their condition at
the time, as he had the best opportunities of knowing, I can now
testify from my own observation, as well as that of others, that
they have already made up their half century of lee-way, in less
than twenty years, and have made such strides in the march of
improvement, that they are now equal to their neighbours, even
with their twenty years additional advantages. The uncivilized
state of this parish, noticed above, is aseribed to its junction with *
Stromness, and waoting a resident clergyman. By'a decrest of .
the Court of Teinds, however, they were disjoined at the death of
the incumbent in 1832, and since then it has formed a separate
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charge, with a resident pastor, &c. The careless observance
of the Sabbath is often remarked in double charges, where the
people are deprived of the public ordinances of religion every al-
ternate Sabbath, and I lament that some of this carelessness still
adheres to a few of the old: yet I have cause to rejoice in the evi-
dent improvement of the young, who are generally regular in at-
tending public wership, and a Subbath school,—the more advanced
being taught in church, immediately after public worship, and the
very young in district schools. A pertion of these meet in the
Secession chapel. :

_ In short, the improvement effected here affords every encourage-
ment for disjoining the other united parishes.

Library.— A parochial library was instituted immediately after
I came to reside here, for the use of which each family pays 6d. a
year. It now contains 164 works, chiefly on religious subjects, be-
sides religious periodicals. There are 74 subscribers.

Poar and Parochial Funds,—'The average number on the poor’s
roll for three years is 20, and the average sum allotted to each, 9s.
44, a year. The average amount of annual contributions for their
relief during the same period, is L.11, 95, 7d., which is all derived
from chureh collections, and marriage dues, except 8s., which is the
rent of a bit of ground devoted te the poor. Out of this sum,
however, there are several salaries to be paid. I have never ob-
served any reluctance to accept of parochial reliel.

Fairs, Inns, and Fuel—There is one cattle fair held near the
east boundary in June. There are four alehouses, which are too
many, and have very bad effects on the morals of the people, in-
ducing habits of intemperance. Sandwick is worse provided with
fuel, than any other parish in this neighbourhood, having no good
moss from which coal-peats can be procured. By use and woni,
however, the people have access to extensive mosses in. Harray;
but as these are six miles [rom the centre of this parish, the labour
and expense of carting them home are very great,

- -y MIBCELLANEOUS (OBSERVATIONS,
~ Sinece the time of the:last Statistical Account, the greatest im-
provements that have been introduced in agriculture are, better
horses, the common, plough instead of the single-siilted, the ge-
neral intreduction of carts, a good made road to Stromness, the
commencement of green crop among the cottagers, and of a regu-
lar rotation on the glebe. The late plankings have shown the
quantity of arable and pasture land to be much more than formerly,
and the real rents are exceedingly increased. Servants’ wages are
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trebled, but those of tradesmen and lubourers are scarcely height-
ened. The price of malt and eggs is doubled, while that of other
provisions is not raised so much; but a good cow, that formerly
sold for 1.2, now costs L.4 or more. The disjunction of this pa-
rish from Stromness, and the building of two Dissenting chapels, are
the most important changes in ecclesiastical affairs. The improve-
ments of which the parish is susceptible, must be evident from the
previous observations ; but, again, I briefly state, that proper leases,
better houses, a rotation of crops, and encouragement by proprie~
tors, seem calculated to promote the progress of industry, and the
happiness and comfort of the labouring ﬂlasse5, as well as the in-
terests of the landlords.

Drawn up May 1839— Revised July 1841,
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