PARISH OF ABERCORN.

JFRESBYTERY OF LINLITHGOW, SYNOD OF LOTHIAN & TWEEDDALE,

THE REV. LEWIS H. IRVING, MINISTER.

L—ToroerarHy anp NaTurar Histony.
Name, Bounduaries, §c.—Tuis parish derives its name, written

formerly Abercorne, from the apcient monastery of Aebercurnig,
‘The confluence of a rivulet, called the Cornie burn, with another
stream at the bottown of the high bank on which the church stands,
points out the probable origin of the name as descriptive of the
site of the monastery. |
‘ The parish extends 4} miles in extreme length, and 24 miles
In extreme breadth, containing 7.03 square miles. [t is of a rect-
angular figure, stretching east and west, and bounded on the east
by Dalme:_‘.ly; on the south, by Kirkliston, Auldcathie, (an an-
hexed porcion of Dalmeny,) and Ecclesmachan; on the west, by
Linlithgow and Flarriden ; and on the north, by the Firth of Forth.
The surface is exceedingly diversified, but although broken in-
to.many picturesque undulations and irregularities, no part of it
attains an elevation above 850 feet. T'wo points alone have re-
eeived the name of hills, Binns hill and Priestinch hill. The for-
mer, at-the western extremity of the parish, is arable to the suri~
mit : insilated and rising with uhinterrupted slope from the £ea,
although of no great height, it commands an extensive and mag-
niﬁnﬂqt view of the shores of the Frith, and the circumjacent
country, with & bounding ampbitheatre of hills, formed by the
{Z_Gmmpian, Ochil; Pentland, and’ Campsie ranges. Priestinch
hill, on'the south border of the parish, is a.precipitous mass of
trnp«mqk,.;surrpundéd on three .nid;s by'.a .green bog called the
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Priestinch. Its altitude is inconsiderable. The summit is nearly
fiat, of an oval form, and has been rudely fortified at some remote
period. The shore is clayey, intersected at several points by low
ranges of rock : near high water-mark, the beach is covered with
rolled stones and boulders of greenstone. The bottom is flat to
seaward, the tide receding a great way, but inland the ground rises
abruptly, presenting a steep, though not precipitous bank, from 80
to 100 feet high. The line of coast, extending about four miles,
is of singular beauty. Seen from the terraces and rides judici-
ously conducted along the heights,—a series of irregular promon-
tories with receding bays and steep undulating banks, clothed with
trees to the water’s edge, except where a few green slopes and
winding glades occur, just sufficient to break the uniformity of the
wood,—form a rich foreground to the varied views of mountain,
shore, and flood beyond.

Meteorology.—The average temperature for seventeen years, ob
tained from a register kept by Mr Smith at Hopetoun House, is
463°

Hydrography.—The Frith of Forth is here about 2} miles
broad, the water is much discoloured from the particles of impal-
pable mud suspended, and prevented from subsiding by the action
of the tides and winds. The degree of saltness is not materially
lower than that found nearer the mouth of the Frith. The springs
are perennial, but neither frequent nor very abundant, flowing
chiefly from the coal measures; they are more or less tinctured
with iron and sulphuretted hydrogen. - One spring has been used
medicinally, but its qualities are by no means powerful ; its waters
have not been analyzed. There are several artificial sheets of wa-
ter of small extent, two of them employed as mill-ponds ; the others
are ornamental. The only streams are mere rivulets ; the largest,
the Midhope, or Nethermill burn, rises in the parish of Linlith-
gow, about seven miles from its mouth, entering this:parish at the
south-west angle ; it flows easterly through a’' deep wooded glen,
and reaches the coast a fow hundred feet below the church; being
joined near the sea by the Comie burm, a still smaller rivaiet.
Blackness burn, which separates Abercorn from Carriden, wmd the
Lionmill burn, which divides it from Dalmeny, both ‘Sowing novth,
and neither of them above one mile and a-half in length, ﬁ:laun
the slender hydrography of the distriot. - -

" Geplogy.—The strata are wuch deranged ilﬂd‘ mhnupted lﬁ-e
prevailing direction is from north-east to sonthuwest; and the dip
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b 11§ LINLITHGDWSHIRE.

tiorth-westerly, the ingle varying frofit '5 to 60 degreés. ' The
otost remarkableé disturbanee is seeri in tHe ravine; near the mouth
of the Nethermiil burn..  The rocks are the sabdstohe, shales;
limestone, &ec. of thée edal-formation, with protroded massen of
trap, puch as Binos hill, Priestinch hill, ahd two er three of smal-
ler ettent. 'I'We limestdne cecurs demeded in the central and
eastern portivns of the parish ; the stratum is about 10 feat thick
covered with an alluvial deposit of gravel, clay, and rolled siones
fosail :';‘halh!:, and beautiful impressiona of ferns, have been found
. i, the aeeompanying shales. Cosl appears; and dlay-ivonstone in
thie sbutl and south-west districts, but the seams, so far as yet ex-
plored, are of minor importance. G‘nlcs;}'nr is. abundant in the
fissures of the limestone, but the e¥ystals zre small and insigniti-
cant, The general alluvial deposits consist of tlay; mixed with
gravel and rolled stones. The bank on which the ¢hurch stands, and
some others near the coast, scem to be compdsed -of gravel and
beds of sand: - Thie soil is varied,—loam on a clay bottom is its
most prevaient aspect ; the loam is shallow, except in hollow and
peéyliar localities. . Boulders of greenstone, weighitg several tons,
are occhsionally met with. A small coal mine has existed for a
few years past af Priestinch, close to 'the Uaien Canal, in the
fisighbourhood of which the eoal érops out, dippiig to the north-
west at an angle of 20°% ‘The senms are small, the vpper one
being eighiteen inches, and the under one twelve indhes in thick-
news, séparatéd by three feet of shale, a band.of clay tronsténe, four
inches thick. * Both seatis of coal are soft and friable; the lower
ome is used as smithy coal, and yields the better price. =
Loolegy.——An ‘otter (Lutra vulgaris) was killed some years ago -
in the Netheérmill burn. ' The Hopetouri deer-park; extending to
T 18 adres, is stocked with beiween 200 and B00 head of fallow-
dedr, (Cervis dama.) Squirrels {Scitirus vidgeris) abound it thie
woods,  The weasel (Mustela medgaric) is ¢ommon. The stoat
(M. exmines) and the pelecat (M. puiorius) aré mdre rarely found,
T'he sel {Phocd vitaling,) and the pomdise { Delphina Plhooana)
senasionally. visiti'the shores: = Sir Rohert Sibbald ‘mensions the
saptare of & while, in 1692, at ‘Abercorn; of the razor-back species,
A Borgualis Byrdaliv); messuring 78 feet lobg, whieh had infested
she Forth for tweity years, and from a perforation in.ite dorsal fin
by a ball, was known by theé-name ‘of the * hollie pike.” . The
fax {Fulpes wwigavia) fis tolerated in the eoverts for. the ‘chmse ;
ldires 4rd nutperous)'and of late. Joars, the multitude of rahbltﬂ hao
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become a nuisance, Buildings are much infested with the brown
rat (Mus decumanus) and the common mouse (M, ‘npusculus)
whilst the black rat (M rattus) and the short-tailed fieid-adouse
( Arvicola agrestis) are not plentiful. The pheasant (P!mmnm
Colchicus) has been introduced, and has multiplied extensively in
the preserves ; the partridge (Perdiz cinerea) i3 not abundant 3
woodcocks{ Scolopax Rusticola,)snipe (S. (mffmaguj, and wild-duck
(Anas Boschas) are still rarer. The cuckoo is a yearly visitant, and
the woods are alive in summer with the notes of the blackbird and
thrush, and the coping of the wood-pigeon. The smaller birds
common to the climate are plentiful ; the numbers of the missel-
thrush or storm-cock ( Turdus viscivorus) have latterly much in-
creased, During the protracted saverity of the winter, in the com-
mencement of 1838, a male blackbird was repeatediy observed,
whose plumaga had become snow-white, with the exception of a
few speckled feathers. The crested lapwing { Fanellus cristatus),
the dottrel (Charadriva Morinellus), and the grey plover (Sgkala-
rola cinerea), are frequent. The shores are peopled with flocks
of waders, consisting of plovers, gulls, ( Larus fuscus, L. argentatus,
and L. eanus,) and the lesser auk (Alca Toida.) Apart from
which the heron (Ardes c::wma] seeks his food in iunalf spots.
An exterminating warfare is waged against the crows; m&iﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬁ,
hawks, and owls, but the various races contrive siill to exist.- ‘Se~
veral years ago a pair of black swass (Cygnus atratus,) from New
Holland were placed in a pond nsar. Hopetoun House, and bred
repearedly hut the female haumg been unfortunately destroyed
one winter by a fox, the wale bird vemains tlie sole tenant of his
pool. Salmop (Salme salnr,) and its congeners. (Sdbno frutta,
and 8. albus,) approach the coast when the seasan is somawhat
advanced. Skate (Xaia Bafis,) and founders (Platessa: Flesus,)
sra {requently caught, esoles (Solea vulgaris) oceasiomally, and
sometimes, but very rarely, sturgeon. {Au:ﬂpmar Sﬁuﬂn} Attt
The. cpommon muscle (Musculus eduliz) is: ' found in. cunsu:lar-r
able guantities. Formerly spmie attention. was paid-ta the formas
tion and preservation of the scalps, 30 as. to futpigh abuadant bait
for white-fishiog, but. they bave heen now long uqlactad 'Tha
cuttle fish (Sepia vilgaris). is at times cast ashore. ° I
Botany,~—From the small_poztion of the land that is mm oF
o g state of natvre, the betapist has but a parso¥ range inf proe
portion to the extent of surface, The, ses-shong aod thé. neighs
bouring water-caueies fumiish the fallowing list.of rerer-plantss.;;
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22 LINLITHGOWEHILKE.

Ligusticum Seotieum Spergula nodosa
Cynoglossum officinale Euphorbia esula
Convolvulas sepium Thalictrum mwajus
FParoassia palustris (near the shore) Scrophularia aguatica
Triglochin maritimum Dponis arvensis
Chrysosplenium alternifolium Astragulus bypoglotiis
oppositifolium Hypericum pulchrum
Arenaria rubra Aster trifolium
marins Habenaria viridis
Aspienivm ruta muraria hifolia
trichomanes Didymodon eapilisceum
adiantum nigrum Bryum punctatum

Grimmia lencophaa ligulatam

Trees of many kinds have been extensively planted, and
thrive well, particularly beech, elm, oak, sycamore, lime, and
chestnut, Scots, silver, and spruce fir, and larch. The masses of
wood are penetrated and rendered accessible in every direction by
rides and green glades, whose windings and recesses afford many
exquisite glimpses of forest scenery. The plantations have been
chiefly formed during the early part of last century, and there are
but few traces of great age. The cedar trees (Cedrus Libani) in
the Hopetoun pleasure-grounds are well worthy of notice, from
their size and beauty. Planted only in 1748, the largest already
measures 15 feet 74 inches in girth, and 87 feet between the ex-
tremities of its branches. The increase of girth has been 5 feet
within the last thirly years. In the same grounds, a sweet chest-
nut'tree (Fagus castanea) measures 18 feet 9 inches, and an aged
beech 14 feet 4 inches in circumference. The growth of the
silver firs (Abies picea,) planted early in the last century, is re-
markabie, several being nearly 100 feet high. The tulip trees
( Liriodendron tulipifera) are of considerable size, and frequently
flower. The hemlock spruce {Abies Canadiensis) has been intro-
duced, and grows vigorously. 'To the east of the house, near a
quarry, a plane tree ( Acer preudo-platinys,) of 14} feet in girth,
is more notable.for the number of its spreading branches and the
ground it covers than for the thickness of its truck, the distance
betwixt the extremities of its boughs being 116 feet. A range of
gigantic ash trees (Frazinus exceisior,) of unknown age, marks the
ancient boundary of the parish churchyard. The largest measures
16 feet in girth. . Their hoary trunks and shattered limbs are
monumental of generations long since passed away, whose dust
slumbers at their feet. In an arboretum attached to the gardens
st Hopetoun House are several Scots firs (Pinus sylvestris) of
great size and picturesque form, and groups of various exotic
trees; amougst others, the Cedrus deodara and the Abies mirinda
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from the Himalaya. One of the latter, a very graceful tree, but
a few years old, has attained the height of 20 feet; whilst several
vigorous specimens in various parts of the grounds ave curious from
being grafted on the common spruce fir. A Siberian pine (Pinus
cimbra Siberica) in one of the flower-borders, is remarkable for the
peculiarity of its form and the tardiness of its growth, Witha
vigorous thickly-thatched head, it is only 5} feet high, and its
trunk but a few inches in diameter, though nearly a hundred
years old. :
I1.—Crvir HisTory.

Historical Notices.—The Monastery of Aebercurnig is more
than once mentioned by Bede, and appears to have been a Culdee
establishment of early date. In the latter part of the seventh
century, it formed the residence of a bishop, at a period when
Whitherne in Galloway was the only other Episcopal seat south
of the Forth. In 696, when Aegfrid, King of the Northumbriane,
whose kingdom included the Lothians, was slain in battle by the
northern Picts, Trumuini, who then held the see, deeming Aber-
corn too near the Pictish kingdom of Fife, forsook the monastery
with his followers.* Trumuini, of whom Bede speaks with respect,
was in all likelihood a Culdee bishop, as the papal authority had
then but little influence in Scotland. The Castle and estate of
Abercorn were possessed by Walter Avenale in the middie of the
twelfth century; and in 1176, a dispute took place betwixt his
son, John Avenale, and Richard, second Bishop of Dunkeld, re-
garding the patronage of the parish, the monastery being then
extinct. As might be expected in those days, the claim of the
prelate was triumphant. In 1460, the whole church lands be-
longing to the Bishop of Dunkeld on this side of the Forth,
including Abercorn, Cramond, Preston, and Aberlady, were
erected into one barony, called the barony of Aberlady. In the
thirteenth century, the estate of Abercorn passed by marriage into
the possession of the Graemes; and was held by the ‘patriot, Sir
John the Graeme, the friend of Wallace, killed- in battle against
the English at Falkirk July 22d 1288, The éstate was subses
quently the property of the Black Douglases, Abercorn Castle,
a strong nataral position, partook of the fortunes of that proud
?:uuse. Repeatedly attacked duting a period peculiarly turhulent,
it was besieged by James 1l. in 1455, and taken by storm on the
Bth of Aprilit The Earl's retainers were ‘put to the sword, 'and
T PBeda, Hist. iv, 28 - t Godseroft, p. 203, follo ed. e
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1be castle desiroyed. Buchanan speaks of it 3s *“ semidiruta arx”
inchis time, . It was neyer. rebuilt. - The astate #ag sonferred by
. 4he. Crown. on Claud Hamiltop, the first. Yiscoyot Paisley,. third
gon to the Earl of Arran.  Farfeited for his adherence to the [or-
tunes of Many, it was restored, to his sop, by James VI, created
in:1606 Earl of Abercorn. From this family.it passed successively
ko, the Mures, Lindsays of the Byres, and Setons; and was, sold
by Sie Walter Seton in 1678 to.John Hope, father to, the first
Earl of Hopetoun. The estate had dwindled at that time to a
few acres, but had the sherifiship of the county attached to it,
until the abolition of heritable jurmdictions,

Eminent Men.—Thomgs Dalyell of Binns, a General in the
army, and for some years at the head of the forces in Scotland,
was bora in this parish in 1615. His private eccentricities fur<
nished scope for the sarcastic pen of Swift in the Memoirs of Cap-
tain. Creighton, while the public history of General Dalyell forms
af important element in the narrative of the troubles of the Kirk
of Seotland. Undaunted courage, and blind devoted fidelity to
his sovereign, form almost thesole redeeming points in a life re-
dolentof cruelty. He died at Edinburgh in 1685. The family vault,
arected in 1628, is attached to the church, but of his place of sepul-
ture there is no record. His portrait, well esecuted, is preserved at
Binns Houge. John Dundas of Philpstoun, advocate, procurator
for the Church, and the author of the Abridgement of the Acts of
Assembly, published in 1721, was a native of Abercorn, and a4 pro=
prietor and elder within its bounds. John, fourth Earl of Hope-
toun, whose. character conferred a lustre of its own on the rank he
held, was horn at Hopetoun House in 1765. His reputation as a
soldier belongs to the histary of the last war, with whose details
bis military career as General Sir John Hope is amply interwoven,
‘e Corunpa dispatch, written when he assumed the command
on. the death of Sir John Moore, at the close of that day of
wingled grief and glory, is well-known, and needs no comment,
He was, however, not less remackable for business talents of a high
opder, and ail the milder graces of ‘private life, .than for courage
and capabilicy in the Geld. Created for his services Baron Nid-
dry in 4814, he succeeded his brother James, third Earl of Hope-
toun, 01816, On his retirement from military life, he devoted
bimself, among other avocations, o the public business of the
sopoty over. whigh, he presided as Lord-Lieutenant, upd by his
assiduous apd punctual attention to ill the minutim of county mat-
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ters, prodpced s very, marked gmeliorgtion. In the dischargg.pfthe
functions devpl¥ing ppen bim as 3 magistiate, & landlord, and 2
parent, hig intellactual endowinents and high persayal quelities of
integrity, Jove of grder, and bengxplence, together with. the digniy
and unaffecter kindliness.of his deportment; invested :him with «
beneficial. moral. influence, of ‘great. power and; wide extent. . Hix
sudden and comparatively prematyre depth. was fels as:g gyblic can
lamity, sed his.memary is still dgepiy. venersied. He died at
Paris, August 27th 1828, His regaing have been, latterly intgre
red in a cemetery -of Sason architectyre near the church. Besides,
the statue in bronze ergcted in St Andrew’s Sguare, Edinbuyrgh;
two portraits of this Earl, painted by Raeburn, haveibegn sevgral,
ly placed i the county halls at Linlithgow and Cuypar. . In 1822,
his Majesty George 1V, visited Hopetayn House on the d@y of
his embarkation for England, Thig tributa af his sovereign's
esteemn was as singular gs it was justly earned; the Earl of Hppe-
toun being the ooly private indjvidual so hopoured during the
King’s sojourn in Scotland. - »

Land-owners,—The old valuation of the parish amounts to
1..6945, 7s, Scots, now divided betwgen two proprietors, the Harl
of Hopetoun, who possesses L.6212, 3s. Scots of valued rent, and
the trustees of the late Sir James Dalyell, Bart. of Binng, whossg
property within the parish. is valued at 1.738, 4s. Scats. - The
Hopetoun estate is an aggregation of smaller proparties gequired
at yarious periods, such as.-Philpstoun, Stoneyhill,-and -Morton,
formerly possessed by branches of the house of Dundas; Duntars
vie, the property of a family of Durhams; Midhope; g fomer seat
of the Earls of Liglithgow ; Craigton, possessed by the Ewings ;
and Duddingstoun, lately the property of Gabriel Hamilton Dun-

farockial Kegisters—The parochial: records are velpminous,
The minutes of kirk-session reach from 1691.tg the present time,
with the exception of the years from 1737 to0.1750 inclusive, dur-
ing which a protracted vacaney occutred, The registarof baptigms
commences with the year 1585 ; some of the ealier portions arey
however, imperfect. . The record of marriage proclamatiops and
that of deaths are complete from 1700, ‘Fhe ministers since the
Beyolution ‘have been, Alezsader Dalgleish, inducted, in 16803
John Brown, in 1700 ; Heary Lusdie. in 1740, transportesd o
Edinburgh ip 1768 John Bichin in 4759 ; Hugh. Meikigiohn,
D. D., Professor of Chisrch History in the Unpiyersity of Edis-
burgh, inducted in 1791 ; and the present incumbent in 1831,
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Antiguities.~—The Roman wall, or * Vallam Antonini,” con-
necting the Friths of Forth and Clyde, has been styled by some
writers the wall of Abercorn; it is, however, matter of dispute
whether that line of defence extended so far east. Sir Robert Sib-
bald, indeed, writing from his own observation, and Pont’s former
survey, says, that the wall passed Abercorn, and terminated at the
“ laird of Maner’s windmill,”” which occupied an abrupt eminence -
at the commencement of the eastern approach to Hopetoun
House, where traces of escarpment are still visible.* Bede, how-
ever, states that the wall terminated at Peanfahel or Penneltum,
distant about two Roman miles from the monastery of Aebercur-
nig.¢+ This language would apparently determine Blackness as
the Peanfahel or ** head of the wall.” A prolongation or outwork
may have been at some period continued along the coast as far as
the *“ windmill knowe.” No light has been thrown on the subject by
the discovery of monuments or inseriptions. ' The remains of the
monastery have wholly disappeared ; some foundations of buildings
and a mass of deep black loam, of limited exent, in the vicinity of
the church, are the only traces hitherto found., The site of the
castle of Abercorn is marked by a green mound, the ruins having
been carefully removed at the dictate of the taste prevailing when
the Hopetoun pleasure-grounds were first laid out. The situation
was singularly strong, accessible from the east by a narrow neck of
high ground, but surrounded on all other sides with steep banks,
The socket of an ancient cross, occupying its original position, was
exhumed last year, in altering the west end of the church ; and by
the removal of an out-building, the shaft was exposed, mutilated,
and converted into an obscure window lintel. The two sides visi-
ble are elaborately carved with arabesque tracery in relief, resem-
bling the crosses at Iona. Midhope House, a building of consi-
derable age, is in tolerable preservation. It consists of & square
turretted tower, with a cumbrous addition attached to the east
side. - The old doorway bears above it g coronet, and the letters
J. L. in cipher, the initials of the then Livingstone Earl of Lin-
lithgow. An osk stair, of massive wbrkmnnship, still gives access
to the upper stories of the house, inhabited by labourers.

Mangsion-Houses.—Binns House, an irregular mass of build-
ing, gamished with_turrets and embrasures, is beautifully placed on
thie western slope of Binus hill, It was built in 1623, and enlarged
by the late proprietor. The park around is highly picturesque ;
+ e Sibtelds Fistorical Ioquiries, p. 31, 4 Beds Hist, i. 12
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the grassy acclivities of the hill being interspersed with scaitered
trees and groups of evergreens. The summit is crowned with a
high round tower, forming a conspicuous.land-mark. Dudding-
stoun House, & modern erection, of a heavy castellated character,
stands on high ground in the south-east of the parish, and com-
mands an extensive view. Hopetoun House, the principal residence
of the family of that name, holds a pre-eminent place among the
mansions of the land. Originally plaoned by Sir William Bruce
of Kinross, it was commenced in 1696, but not completed. until
many years after, under the superintendence of Mr Adam. The
front is very extended, consisting of a corps de logis, with advanced
wings terminating in octagonal dome-roofed towers, and connected
with the body- of the house by sweeping colonnades. The archi-
tects have sedulously avoided all prominence in the minor details,
enhancing materially the genersl effect. The decorations, though
not obtrusive, are yet sufficiently rich and numerous to prevent
heaviness or insipidity. The stables, contained in the north wing,
are on a scale of princely magnificence. The internal accommo-
dations are extiensive, although convenience has been somewhat
sacrificed to the production of an imposing fagade, The library
is rich in early specimens of printing, and illuminated conventual
wanuscripts. An ample collection of paintings has been formed,
including works of many ancient masters, beth of the Flemish
and Italian schools. Oeccupying an elevated plateau, the front
view, from the house eastward, embraces the opening of the Frith,
with its picturesque shores and rocky islets, North Berwick Law
closing the vista. The grounds within the plaisance are kept in
high order, formerly laid out after the French symmetrical taste,
The more formal arrangement has been Lroken down, but the
quaint clipt yew-trees and grassy terraces have been sufficiently
spared, to soften the transition from the style of the house and its
architectural accompaniments, to ‘the irregularities of form: and
outiive, characteristic of the more modern alterations. The gard
dens are extensive, well sheltered, and of varied exposure. Much
ni:_:d _sucmssful pains are bestowed on their culture. The walks
within the grounds, more especially along the verge of the steep
sea bank, abound in interesting views, whilst the -abundance 'of
tall evergreens renders the bleak aspect of a Scottish winter lpay
perceptible. The eastern and principal approach me'“?
the centre of an open Jevelled esplanade, but:the westers lesds
thm_ugh an overarching avenue of noble elms, forcibly ilhutrating

-
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the. hypothetic erigip of thg lomg-dsawn aisles and fretted vaulis
of .the Gothic or- Saracenic architecture, -

[ HLsmPorvLaTiON.

. _ Males. Females. Total,

" The population of this pesish was, in 1755, Ve — o« YOST
- ' 1392, . 451 419 870
1801, . oo 8l4

IST), e oo o G885

1831, - 1013

494

18%, | ies . . 889

In the cepaus of 1841, the. papulation isstated to be 2147. This
-extraordinary increase arose from the residence of about 1100 la-
bourers during the formation of the Edinburgh and Glasgow Rail-
Wiy, . ST .
Fromn the record of baptismy, it would appear that the permanent
papuiation was more numerous in the close of the seventeenth cen-
tury than at any subsequent period; the annual average of births
for ten years baing then about 39, whereas, for the ten years pres
peding. 1799, ‘it bardly reached 20, aud is now but about 28
Frobably the obliteration of several farms, in order 1o form the
parks and ornamental grounds in the. vicinity of Hopetoun House,

may. explain the decrease.

Number of persons residing in the yillagea, . . 299
‘ country, . G040
_ 1V.—InpusTry.
.ﬁgriﬂufturﬂ.——
Total number of imperial acres, . . . . 44086
: under tillage, or laid down in grass and subject to occasional
' cultivation, . . . 38700
undey waod, . . . . G70
never. cyltivated, consisting of bog or steep banks, 21
occupied by roads, railway, canal, and beach, about . 105

... ‘There is no natural wood, but the extensive plantations, covering
pearly ope-sixth of the whole surface, sbound in ail varjeties of
well-thriven trees. . Much attention has in general been paid to
thinnwg aad pruoing, and the surroundiag fences are kept in ex-
oglleot tepair. . The reat of lagd in cultivation varies from L.1,
Ads. to L2, 10s. "The anpual rent of grazing per ox is about L.3,
-+ Wager.—Rata of, country labour per day in summer, ls 8d.,
sod io,winter, 1s. 6d. ; wages of artisans in summer, 3s., and in
winter, 3. 1'be prices of raw. produce and of mechanical work
are in great measuce determined by the corresponding prices in
. Bdlinbusgh and. its neighbourhood, Soms attention has been be-
“stemed. inshe .improvement of the caitle, by, the mtroduction, of
the: Teaswatdr. Wweed. The busbandry, in most respects, has
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kept pace with thé general: itnprovominit nimaﬂﬁﬂnmi MIE
implements common to the «conutry, - Furmwﬁd'rmmug; 'bht[l*if
. h[ﬂl]eﬂ.ﬂﬂ{i irled, i'SII:Jf law.!btcuming frequent,r and Trom thie gtmei-
rally retentivé nature of the .sebsait, the tesults bre:most benefieial.
| Stones fit for deaing aboind in. all [difectionk, and -draih tilew Hro
+  eastly procured from the” manufsctory as: Blackiiess; distant bin h
' ghort way from ibe boundary ‘'of ‘the parsh. Thle geversl durk-
~ ftion of leases is nineteén years. The ghass parks aré let froi
year to year. . The farm-buildidgs are by no méans showy, al.
though commodious and in good ‘conditien. !
Quarries and Minesi— Several quarries of ‘excellent freestone,
in various parts of the parish, have 'heep occasionally wrought
from a very remote date. The stoné 13 diirable, and well adapted
for building. The quarries in the, northern and central districts
yieid a stode varying in hue from 4 ¢rehm colour to a palish-gray ;
in the south and sonthswest, a hard durable freeston# is procured
of an mtensely dark:gray, approaching to black. . Both -adniil of
being wrought for ornamental purposes. Hopetoun Hduse Tur-
nishes a very favourable specimen of thé lightér variety; whilst the
dark has been employed in the erection of the hbuse and -effices
at Duddingston. A guarry of trap,‘on the north fhcd-of . Piests
inch Hill, opened by the Road Trustees, affords the best/material
for roads in this vicigity. Limestone has been ektensively. axche
vated in the central and south-eastern parts of the parish. The
workings are of great age; and. ii is traditiopally raportedd, that
the lime used ip the onece famous fortifications af [PunRirk wit
obtained from Abercorn. Tha stone ib siill guarried in eonsideis
able guantities on the farm of Newion; giving . work 'io abovut-ten
men, . It is of & dark gray coldur, but beeomes purd white:when
ealcined; being. tery free from fereign ingredibnds,  with ! i
exeaption of earbon. It becon¥s wo extreimely frikble inthe pro-
cess of burpiog as'to unfit is for. the dmivt-kiln.: "FPhe method: s
sorted to is that styled the gom-kils. . Ms purity, refiflers-thie: ey
fitter for ‘agrienltfral..parposes thaw . fiir buildidy. . Ths bed:el
limeatons weapsmres' 10 febt -in. thickness, - dhd -the: dédpthof the
alluvial covering varies - frém. 15, 10 .85 fept;: whose: rémbvad midy
very keonsidarably to. the! expense of workibg:: - The limbssidlede
2s, 6d. per holl of #x imperial bushels . The.ecopl duirre, -Homr
Prielinelr, is of swall oxtent; nud Without pectbiaritg.;; Fhw'numi
bér of peaple empldyend. is: about seventden.’ ‘Thi: water  is Howikie
off by ¥ small steam-engine. b e A :
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31 LIKLITHGOWENIRE.

Fishery.——The only fishery is at the mouth of the Linn-mill
Burn, where very extensive stake-nets are erected for the capture
of salmon. This station was once tolerably productive, at least
in the latter months of the fishing season ; but of late years, the
quantity taken has diminished materially. The lessee holda the
right of fishing from the proprietors of a great extent of coast.
The rent paid to proprietors within the parish is about L.60
yearly. During several months, nearly thirty men are employed.

Amount of Row Produce.—The following is an approximation
to the gross amount of raw produce yearly raised :—

Produce of grein of all kinds, . L1050 O 0O
potatoes, turnips, &e. . 2000 0 0
hay, . . 2000 0 0
land in passure, . « 0 0O 0
annual thinning of wood, G O O
fishery, (say) . W0 O O
quarries and mines, . B 0 0

Total annual value of raw produce, L22700 0 0

The annual rent of real property, as assessed in 1815, was L., 7722,
- The burning of lime is the only branch of manufacture, with
the exception of the ordinary country artisanship. There are
two corn-mills driven by water, and a saw-mill lately erected, by
the Earl of Hopetoun, on the Nethermill Burn, the prospective
utility of which is very apparent, from the great extent of the
piantations, and the quantity of full-grown timber.

V.—Panocurar EcoNomMy.
Means of Communication.—The nearest market-towns are,

South Queensferry, distant three and a-half miles, and Linlithgow,
about six miles from the church of Abercorn. The former is the
most accessible post-town 1o the great bulk of the inhabitants’; com-
munication by a‘ private runner takes place twice a-day. There is
néither medical practitioner, general merchant, baker, nor butcher
within the parish ; the villages of Newton, Suciety, and Philpstoun,
being mere hamlets, and furnishing merely a few retail sheps for
groceries, The cluster of houses near the church cannot be cal-
Jed a village. The turnpike road from Queensferry to Linlithgow
traverses the parish for nearly four and a-half miles, all the others
ave statute-labour roads. These, together with the bridges across
the rivulets and' canal, are kept in good repair. Stone and lime
walls are frequent, but the most prevalent"fences are liedges and
dry stone’ dikes, which are efficiently maintained, - The Union
Gandl - passey-thtough the south part of the purish, nesr its
boundary, affording the most accessible ‘means of’ public' ¢on-
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.veyance; and the lina of the Edinburgh and Glasgow Railway,

runs alongside, and in some parts but a few yards distant from the
canal. No harbour or quay exist, but smail vessels with coal un~
load their cargoes on the beach, in the bay at Society ; and.lime-
stone is some times exported in the same manner. -

Eeclesiastical State.~——The church stands near the centsw of
the north boundary of the parish, and close to the sea shore. This
situation is tolerably convenient, being about three miles from the

‘extreme points, while the greater part of the. population reside

within two miles, Part of the church is very ancient ; the date of
its original erection is, however, unknown; it was enlarged and
fitted up soon after the Reformation, some of the old wood-work
bearing A. p. 1579. Built at varions periods without much re-
gard to convenience or beauty, the form is most irregular, and the
accommodation was wretched until 1838, when a thorough repair
took place. Being now drained, floored, the walls lathed, and a
heated air apparatus constructed, it forms a comfortable place of
worship, nearly adequate to the wants of the community. There
are no sittings let, the whole, with the exception of the private
seats of the henitors, being allotted to the parishioners. The
church bell, of considerable size, and handsome workmanship,
presented by a naval gentleman, was formerly the bell of a Danish
ship of war, and formed part of the spoil at the battle of Copen-
hagen. Part of the manse is of an unknown date ; additions have
been made to it at various times ; it was last altered and repaired
in 1832, The garden is large, walled, and productive. The
glebe contains between five and six acres, and might let for 1.15
a-year. The stipend consists of the following items; bells of
wheat (old meunsure,) 43}; barley, 924;; meal, 1612 1" total,
192§ { ; money, L.50 ; for communion elements, L.8, 6s. 8d. ; and
the whole may average 1.240. There is no dissenting place of
worship in the parish ; the nearest is at Queensferry.- The numn
bers belonging to dilferent denominations were in 1832 as follows,
nor have the proportions much altered since : Established. Churchy
19:‘.? families ; 948 persons of all ages; Secaders, 12 do.; 41 do3
Episcopalians, 1 do; 2 do.. The church attendance is very goods
A communion-roll, embracing all the members, bas been keps
since 1832, and regularly revised by the kirk-session previous to.

the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper, which takes place twice a.
year. The number on that roll is. at present 890; the. average
number of communicants at each: tiwe; is 380.. .. The kirk-session
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Fishery,—The only fishery is at the mouth of the Linn-mill
Burn, where very extensive stake-nets are erected for the capture
of salmon. This station was once tolerably productive, at least
in the latter months of the fishing season; but of late years, the
quantity taken has diminished materially. The lessee holds the
right of fishing from the proprietors of a great extent of coast.
The rent paid to proprietors within the parish is about 1.60
yearly. During several months, nearly ‘thirty men are employed.

Amount of Raw Produce.—The following is an approximation
to the gross amount of raw produce yearly raised :—

Produce of grain of ali kinds, . L.10,500 0 O
potatoes, turnips, &o. . 2000 0 0

hﬂ}"' - - Effm ﬂ U

land in pasture, . . 7,000 0 O

ennual thioning of wood, 106 0 o0

fishery, (say) . . 200 O O

. 80 0 o

quarries and mines,

e e i)

Total annual value of raw produce, L22700 0 O

The annual rent of real property, as assessed in 181 5, was L.7722,

The burning of lime is the pnly branch of manufacture, with
the exception of the ordinary’ country artisanship, There are
two corn-mills driven by water, and a saw-mill lately erected, by
the Earl of Hopetoun, on the Nethermill Burn, the prospective
utility of which is very apparent, from the great extent of the
plantations, and the quantity of full-grown timber.

' V.—Parocurar, EcoNonmy.

Means of Communication,—The nearest market-towns are,
Bouth Queensferry, distant three and a-half miles, and Linlithgow,
about six miles from the church of Abercorn. The former is the
most accessible post-town to the great bulk of the inhabitants’; com-
munication by a private runnér takes place twice a-day. Thereis
néither medical practitioner, general merchant, baker, nor butcher
within the parish ; the villages of Newton, Society, and Philpstoun,
being mere hamlets, and furnishing merely a few retail shops for
groceries. The cluster of houses near the ‘church cannot be cal-
led a village. The turnpike voad from Queensferry to Linlithgow
traverses the parish for nearly four and a-half miles, all the others
are statute-labour roads. These, together with the bridges across
the rivulets and canal, are kept in good repair. Stone and lme
‘walls are: frequent, but the mest prevalent *fences are hedges and
dry stone dikes, which are efficiontly maintained. - The Union
Ganal - prsses through the south part of the parish, vear its
beutidary, affording the most accessible meass of: public eon-
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.veyance; and the line of the Edioburgh and Gilasgow Railway,
runs alongside, and in some parts buta few yards distant from the
canal. No harbour or quay exist, but small vessels with coal un~ |
load their cargoes on the beach, in the bay at Society ; and lime-
stone is some times exported in the same manner.

Eeclesiastical State.—'The church stands near the centse of
the north boundary of the parish, and close to the sea shora, This
situation is tolerably convenient, being about three miles from the
‘extreme points, while the greater part of the pepulation. reside
within two miles. Part of the church is very aneient 3 the date of
its original erection is, however, unknows; it was enlarged and
fitted up soon after the Reformation, some of the old wood-work
bearing A. D, 1579. Built at various periods without much re-
gard to convenience or beauty, the form is most irregular, and the
accommodation was wretched until 1838, when a thorough repair
took place. Being now drained, floored, the walls lathed, and a
‘heated air apparatus constructed, it forms a comfortable place of
worship, nearly adequate so the wants of the community. There
are no_sittings lety the whole, with the exception of the private
seats of the heritors, being allotted to the parishioners. The
church bell, of considerable size, and handsome workmanship,
presented by a naval gentleman, was formerly the bell of a Danish
ship of war, and formed part of the spoil at the battle of Copen-
hagen. Part of the manse is of an unknown date ; additions havé
been made to it at various times ; it was last altered and repaired
in 1832. The garden is large, walled, and productive. The
glebe contains between five and six acres, and might let for 1.15
a-year. The stipend consists of the following items;: bolls of
wheat (old measure,) 4}}; barley, 92, ; meal, f&g 7 total
192§ £ ; money, L.50 ; for communion elementa, L.8, 6s. 8d. ; am;
the whole may average 1.240. There is no dissenting place of
worship in the parish ; the nearestis at Queensforry.- The nume
bers belonging to different denominations were in 1892 as follows,
nor havae the proportions much altered since : Establiched Gburﬁh,
lﬂ? families ; 948 persons of all ages; S&n&dem, i2 do.; 41 dos
Episcopalians, & do; 2 do. The church attendanee is ver oad.
A communion-roll, embragi 1 , oy

. ! og all the members, has bean keps
since 1832, and regularly revised by the kirk-session previous.to
the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper, which takes place twice a-.
year. The number on that roil is. at present 990; ‘the average
bumber of communicants .at.each time, is 360. .. Thekirk-session,
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