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many parishes regularly act upon it, while there are others so in-
different to their own interest, as in a great measure Lo neglect it

funs.—There are no public-houses in this parish. For many
years, there was an inn established in the immediate vicinity of the
church, and it was justly regarded as a public nuisance, by every
right thinking person in the community,

Fuel—"The ordinary fuel which is used here is coal, and which
is brought from a distance of twenty miles. "There are several de-
pots in the neighbourhood, where the supply of this useful article
may be oblained at about the rate of 9. per cwt. Wood is also
frequently used.
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PARISH OF SPROUSTON.

PRESBYTERY OF KELSO, SYNOD OF MERSE AND TEVIOTDALL.

THE REV. GEORGE CRAIG, MINISTER.

L—Torocuraruy axnp Narovnarn Hisvonv.
Name.—Ture name of this parish is of doubtful origin.  Chal-

mers, in his Caledonia, gives two conjectures ; one, that it may have
been derived from Sprous, a proper name, and Tun a dwelling ; the
other, that Sprus in the Cornish dialect signifying  grain,” Spras-
tur may “ denote the place fertile in grain.”  This latter is a very
appropriate derivation.

Lxtent, Boundaries—In figure and extent the parish forms
nearly a square of about 4 miles. The boundaries are, the T'weed
onthe north ; the parish of Carham in Northumberland on the east;
the parish of Linton on the south; the parishes of Eckford and
Kelso on the west,

Topographical Appearances.— Two elevations of gradual ascent
run across from north-east to suuth-west,—Hadtlen-rig through
the centre, and Lempitlaw along the southern extremity. The
vale between is in some places marshy, and, with the exception of
a few acres on Hadden-rig, contains almost the only portion of the
parish not under eultivation.

Soil.—T'he soil, along the river especially, is very productive, and
is kept in a state of high cultivation. The Redden-haughs are
famous for their extent, and for the sureness and abundance of
their crops. Along the river, the soil consists of a rich loam, in
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some places of considerable depth, upon a bed of sand. In the
hf{_{]u}r parts of the ]m!‘is-:}l, the {:]:L}'n}' substratum lﬂ'e:]mninutus.
Hadden-rig above Kerchesters is the least productive part of the
parish which is under cultivation,  As you recede from this cen-
tre on all sides, but especially towards the river, the soil becomes
warmer and more productive. This last remark regarding the soil
is equally applicable to the climate.

Climate.— Comparatively bleak on Hadden-rig, the air is bracing
on Lempitlaw, mild and salubrious along the river. The inhabi-
tants, accordingly, are healthy and rebust. The most prevalent dis-
tempers are fever, pnimonary complaints, and rheumatism. By this
last, men and women, comparatively young, are frequently attacked,
and rendered unfit for work during the rest of their lives. The cause
of these distempers at once presents itself in the openness and damp-
ness of the houses, which in most instances have originally been built
with mud for mortar.  Were proprietors of land to give more at-
tention to the household comfort of thos=e who live on thetr estates,
they would in the end effect a considerable saving ; as many, by
ionger health, would be enabled to provide longer for themszelves
and their Eumilies,

IL.— Crvir. Histony.

The earliest mention made of this parish in any authentie do-
cument is found in the foundation charter of Selkirk dated 1114,
It is also mentioned in the charter given to Kelso Abbeyin 1128,
as one of the pzlr'i:-:ht!h‘ which was held in recforid by that institu--
tion. Redden and Hadden are also referred to as contributing to
the snme institution. These places were probably of greater im-

portance formerly, than they are now. Redden is mentioned as

a town 1n connexion with Kelso, Sprouston, &e. in a writ of Pro-
tection granted by Henry VIL to the monastery of Kelso. The
former importance of Hadden would appear from the permission
granted to Bernard de Hawden by the Abbot of Kelso, to build
a private chapel, where * he and his guests might hear divine ser-
vice all the days of the vear except on Christmas day, Easter day,
and the feast of 5t Michael,” when they were obliged to attend the
parish church.

Hadden-stank and Redden-burn are frequently spoken of, in
border history, as the spots on which the English and Scotch
Commissioners met for the fixing of boundaries, and for the set-
tling of other territorial disputes.

About the year 1540, Hadden-rig was the scene of a conflict be-
tween the Scots and 3000 English horse, in which the latter were
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defeated. ‘This was shortly after followed by an incursion into
Seotland, by a large army led by the Duke of Norfolk, which,
marching up the Tweed, destroyed many towns and villages.
Among the latter, was the village of Sprouston, then called Long-
Sprouston, extending probably, with straggling cottages, as far west
as Burnfoot, which tradition says it once did. Tradition reports
besides, that hearths and foundations of houses and kitchen uten-
sils haye been ploughed up in the field above the Scurry rock;
from which, it would appear that the village was formerly of
greater extent on that side also.

The barony of Lempitlaw, which forms the southern division
of the parish, was originally a separate parish, but was, at a time
which has not been ascertained, united to that of Spronsten. DPart
of the ruins of its chureh were, till recently, to be seen in the church-
yard, which still coutinues to be the burying-place for that part of
the parish.

Parochial Registers.—The oldest session records now extant
bear date from 1650 till 1656, and seem to have been pretty ful-
ly and regularly kept ; but they are now in a very imperfect and
decayed state. The records subsequent to that period, with the
exception of one interval between 1656 and 1691, are almost entire.

Eminent Men.— The late Dr Andrew Thomson was ordained
minister of this parish in 1802, and translated to Perth in 1808.
It is said of him, that when the alarm of invasion by the French
was raised by fire-beacons on the neighbouring heights, he head-
ed a pumerous body of volunteers from the parish, and led them
to Kelso, the appointed rendezvous for this district.  This is the
more remarkable, as the parishioners were supposed to be much
infected with French principles.

ITL.—ToruLarioN,

The population would appear from the last Statistical Account,
and from other circumstances, to have continued very nearly the
same in amount, for the last century. Its present amount is some-
what less than 1400. In the village of Sprouston it is 420; in
that of Lempitlaw 130.

The average number of persons in the whole parish,

Under 15 years, . &30 Abuve 50 and under 70, 120
Abhove 15 and under 30, d42 70, . a7
3 and under 5, R
The number of bachelors and widowers upwards of 50 years of age, . 14
of widows and unmarrivd females above 45 years of sge, . 48
ﬂ'r Fiati ili.ﬂ i.“ thE pﬂriﬂl‘l, . W Eﬂﬁ
chiefly employed in agriculture, . 159

in trade, manufactures, or handicrafy, 60
There are 3 fatavus, and 3 deal” and dumb- in the parish.
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During the last three years there have been not less than 6 il-
legitimate births in the parish.

The whole of the original parish of Sprouston is the property
of the Duke of ]{uxburtrlw with the exception of Hadden and
Notilees, which are the property of Sir William Elliot of Stobbs
and Wells; and the farm of Softlaw, which is the property of
Sir George Douglas of Springwood. Lempitlaw barony is the
property of the Duke of Buceleuch.

[V.—~InpusTry.

Ayriculture.~All the male population, with the exception of
26 weavers, 16 masons, 10 wrichts, 6 tailors, 4 smiths, and their
apprentices, 1 cooper, 1 baker, and ! fisherman, are employed in
agriculture, either as hinds, carters, or day-labourers. A great
proportion of the unmarried female population are employed in the

fields and barn-vard.
i . . BMNT

e neeinelaer {"J-.IL'!'I_"‘:"-G[ e D el :'r|a| eriad in the whale purish,
whder cuititivic 1o, . 124

under wood, pring l'|h|.|1\ fir, 12

a0k

Iyi ing w asti, " . .
af which gl I l:rl |1:1':|1:w| L. 40}

Lent of Land.—The average rental of arable land. per 'mre, L. 1,
3s. 9d. 5 the average rent of grazing per ox, .4 ; per ewe, 11s.

Wages.— Day’s-wage for labouring men, 1s, 6d,; women, 9d. ;
masons, 2=, 6d.

Live-Stoch.—The Leicester is the breed of sheep usually fed.

Hhsﬁrumf?ym-—l—"ne shift, or alternate husbandry, is generally
adopted in cultivating the soil. Improvements by draining and
otherwise carried forward to an average oxtent. Nineteen and
twenty-one years are the length of the lease commonly given.
The buildings and enclosures on some of the farms are excellent,

on others they might be better.

RQuarries.~-Sprouston, till of late, was celebrated for a freestone
quarry, situated about half a mile from the village, and close by the
turnpike road. Kelso bridge and Abbotsford were built of its
stone. A mew quarry has been opened about half a mile to the
south of the old one, which produces an inferior stone, and i
not considered very profitable in the working.

Iiisheries.—There is a fishery for hﬂ]lllf}ll winr!n, along with a
forry for the convenience of the p;muhmnw-,, is at present let for

L. ?I 15s.
Produce.—
The average produce of grain of all kinds, whether cultivated for fuod of man or for
domostie n:um":h mrany Do estieatoed at .. 16,537
of potatoes amd tarnips, at dGiHs
1760

ol by at . . . . . .
ol Byl in pasture at . . : . d4743%

5 The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasqgow




SPROUSTON. 238

Mumber of bolls oats raised in the parish, . . o123
whont, . . . . dio41

barley and peas, . . S04
V.—Parocurar Economy.

Markets.—There is no market held in this parish; the nearest
market-town, Kelso, being only iwo miles distant.

Villages.—Of these there are two,— Sprouston and Lempitlaw.
The former is situated about 200 yards from the river, and is nearer
to Kelso than to Carham parish by about a mile. It cousists of
103 inhabited cottages, the school and schoolmaster’s house just
newly erected, and the manse. "Lhe church is in the centre of the
village, and is built on what appears to be a gravelly eminence, of
about twelve feet above the turnpike road. A spacious church-yard
surrounds it, which, in 1814, was enclosed with an excellent stone
wall five feet high. It had before that time, like many other country
church-yards, been an open unenclosed space, intersected with nu.
merous footpaths. The expense of the wall was defrayed by va-
cant stipend.

Lempitlaw consists of twenty-three inhabited cottages, and three
one-storey farm-houses, and onsteads; one of the three being at
the south-west, and two at the north-east end of the village.

Two turnpike roads run east and west across the parish; ove
through Sprouston and Carbam to Cornhill, the other along IHad-
den-rig to Wooler. The parish roads are in good repair, are
maintained by converted statute labour, and have lately in some
places been greatly improved.

Eeclesiastical State.— Though the parish church issituated in the
centre of the village of Sprouston, and therefore at one extremity
of the parish, it cannot be said to be at a very inconvenient distance
from any of the inhabitants, Mensilaws, an old farm-steading, now
three cottages, at the extreme east, and one cottage at the extreme
south-west of the parish, are between four and five miles distant.
Lempitlaw district, Lurdenlaw, and Softlaw, which together con-
tain about sixty families, are between three and four miles distance,
and all the rest from one to two miles distance.

The present church was built in 1781, had the stairs to the gal-
lery, which are inside, inclosed in 1822, and nothing now is want-
ing to render it a very comfortable place of worship but the flagzing
of the floor.

The number of families in the parish attending the chapels of
Dissenters or Seceders is about 90,

The seats, 600 in number, are all free, but allocated to particular
farms. Divine service is generally well attended. The average
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number of communicants is 430, There is no meeting-house in the
parish.

The present manse was built in 1777, is small, but at present
in good repair,

The glebe, which lies between the manse and the FIVEP, contains
7 acres 18 poles. It is land of the very best quality, and of cor-
responding value. It has produced remarkably abundant crops.

The stipend is 14} chalders meal and barley, and L. 44 moncy,

Education.— There are three schools in the parish, the parochial
and two side-schools, OFf the latter, one is at Hadden, and was par-
tially endowed by Lady Ker in the seventeenth century. The other
is at Lempitlaw, and was endowed by the heritors in 1814, by ap-
propriating for that purpose L. 100 vacant stipend,  In the parish
school the branches of edueation taught are the same as in other
country schools. The schoolmaster’s salary 1s L. 30, His emoly-
ments from fees, which, per quarter, are, 2s. Gd. for reading; 8s,
for reading and writing; 4s. for reading, writing, aud arithmetic
7s. 6d. for Latin, amount to about L. 40, He has at present no
garden, but has from the heritors L. 2 in liey thereof. In the two
other schools, there is no Latin taught, but all the other brapches
of a common country education. At Hadden, the emoluments al-
together scarcely exceed L. 15; at Lempitlaw, they may be about
L. 30.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—The poor are supported by legal °
assessment.  The number on the roll is 43 their average allow-
ance 1. 8, 14s, 9. per annum. In some cases, the allowanece rant-
ed by the heritors is increased by the session. 'F'hose who have
been assisted in this way during the past year amount to 16, and
the average assistance to each is 1}s. per annum. The average
annual amount of assessments for the poor is L. 160, 14s. 84, ; of
church collections, L. 10, 9s. 5d.

It has not been observed that there Is any indisposition on the
part of the puor to apply for parochial relief.  Applications have
sometimes been made,—more, seemingly, from a desire to add to the
little comforts already possessed, than to remove pressing want,——
more from a preference of dependence on a publie fund, than of de-
pendence on children in narrow circumstances, who, it is to be fear-
ed, too often make their parents sensible of their dependence. Sueh
appheations when rejected, are uniformly attended with a feeling of
experienced injustice on the part of the applicants, Vicinity to
England mayv in some degree account for this.

March 1837,
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