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PARISH OF YARROW.

PHESEYTERY OF SRELKIHRK, SYNOD OF MERSE AND TEVIOTDALT,

THE REV. ROBERT RUSSELL, D.D. MINISTLEL.»

L—Torocraray axn Natvnarn Hisrony.

Nawme, Bownedaries, §c.~The ancient name of the parish was St
Marv's,  In some old records, it is ealled the Kirk of St Mary of
the Lomwees, (de lacubusg, ) the expletive being devived from its vicinity
to two coustderable lnkes, There was formerly a chapel at Deuchar,
( Du-choire, 7. e, a small vallev,—characteristic of its site,) and ano-
ther at Kirkhope, to which the N. . and 5. E. distriets of the
present parish were attached.  They appear, however, instead of
being separate establishments, to have been subordinate to the
mother church of 5t Marv.  In the vear 1640, the place of wor-
ship was changed to the banks of the Yarrow, which henceforth
imparted its name to the parish.  This appellation has a common
etymalogy with that of several other streams in the kingdom—
(reernr, in the DBritish, Gardd in the Gaclie, and Gearew in the
Cornish, signifying what is rough ; and being highly deseriptive of
the river, whether of its rocky bed, or rapid flow.  In the foundation
charter of SBelkirk Abbey, by King David in the twelfth century,
the original term is translated Garua, which was afterwards soften-
ed into Jaref, Yharrow, and Yarae, before assuming its present
form. ‘

This parish is perhaps the most extended in the south of Seot-
landd,  Its greatest length is eighteen, and breadth sixteen miles,
with an arca of 111 square miles,  The figure is very irregular,
and some parts of it are almost isolated, for which no other reason
can be assigned, than that they formerly belonged to the royal
forest. It is bounded on the N. by Traquair, Inverleithen, and

® Tlis account has been deawn up by Mr James Russell, Ao M. Ureacher of the
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30 SELKIRKSHIRE.

Stow; on the L. by Selkirk and Ashkirk ; on the S. by Roberton
and Ettrick ; and on the W. by Meggat, Manor, and Peebles,

Lopographical appearances.— This high tract, approximating the
great central range, embraces in part three principal mountain
chaing, Their general direction is from W, 8, W. to E. N. E. As
the Ettrick and Yarrow run nearly paralle] in their course, the se-
condary valleys are small; but where the Yarrowand Tweed diverge,
the country is drained by longer and larger streams. Excepting a
considerable table-land to the south, the hills are generally ridge-
shaped and rounded on the tops, having acelivities of from 10° to 307,
There are two features characteristic of the whole. The valleys are
so formed, that a projecting ridge on one side finds a corresponding
recess in the other. In these lateral branches, too, the W. and
8. W. sides are always steeper and barer than the opposite, insomuch
that the fundamental strata of rocks are often prominent, or the
surface i1s covered with stones, from which the soil is entirely wash-
ed away., Our forefathers easily accounted for this general ap-
pearance, by supposing that the sweep of the deluge eame from
the 8. W, a point of the compass whence the greater part of our
wind and rain was still seen to proceed.  We subjoin from Ains-
lie’s map a table of different elevations above sea level, but the
accuracy of his estimates has been doubted.  Blackhouse Heights,
2370 feet ; Minchmoor, 2280 ; Hangingshaw Law, 1980 @ Shaws
Hill, 1212 ; Yarrow Lochs, 560 ; Deuchar Dridge, 458 ; and
Ettrick Bridge, 440. The scenery, which is chiefly of a pastoral
character, is not unfrequently picturesque.

Meteorology,.— As the welfare of the flocks, and the successful
labours of the field depend much on the condition of the atmo-
sphere, we shall now state such facts regarding it in this district as
have come to our knowledge. The following is an average of six
years, from 1826 to 1831, according to a diary of the weather kept
by Mr Ballantyne at Tinnis, about 470 feet above the sea.  Ba-
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A register has also been kept by Mr Alexander Laidlaw, at
Bowerhope, on the south side of St Marys Loch, elevation 560

& The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



YARROW, 31

feet. It gives the yearly average from 1821 to 1831 iuclusive, as
follows :—

T the 0o abinys LIr WEL DIRTews TREE CRCTE et |- i Miomm 01,
o LWL L[N i-:’ E. |5 E. 5 r,'ﬁ' sy | nindsnow unmm.l

40 116 [ 28 § 104 20,44

.'?I. 8 151 22

Ou the 26th February 1808, the barometer stood as high as
830,80, and on 25th December 1821, it fell to 27.80, indicating a
range of three inches; but i general the annual varation 1s uu]}'
two inches. It appears that the prm“ulmrr winds are S. W, and
W., and that our greatest raihs are in ﬂ.tlgmt, Septembcr, and
October.  There has also been kept at Bowerhope a register
of the first appearance of flowering of several of the deepest rooted
plants, which makes the frequent difference of seasons, reckoned
by this rule, to be eight days, and the greatest a fortnight, The
Lieminons Arch and the Lanar Rainbow have been witnessed but
two or three thines within the last thirty vears. The Polar Lights
are still often visible. At present, they very zeldomn pass or even
reach the zenith ; but about half a century ago they scom to have
been more common, and to have stretched in fantastic groups and
sweeping undulations quite to the southern horizon.

Proynosties from Atmospheric Phenomena®*—For an aceount of
the various prognestics of the weather applicable to this distriet, and
no doubt to many others, we are indebted to one on whese intelli-
sence and accuracy we can implicitly relv.  First, as to prognosties
from atmospherie phenmnena— When there is a copious deposit of
dew, and it remains long on the prass; when the fog in the valleys is
slowly dissipated by the sun’s heat, and lingers on the hills; when
the clouds apparently take a higher station : and especially when a
few cirro-strati appear loose or shightly connected, lying at rest or
gently tloating along, serene weather may be confidently expected.
A change of this settled state is presaged by the wind suddenly
rising, by close continuous ecirro-strati gathering into an unbroken
gloom, and by that variety known as the goat’s hair or grey mare’s
tail.  Sometimes a few light fleecy clouds skim rapidly between
the superimcumbent vapour and the earth’s surface, and are the
forerumners of snow or rain.  Should the cirrt not pass away with
the immediate fall, but extend towards the horizon, and present
their troubled edges towards the zenith, there will be stormy
weather for some time.  When a modification of the eirro-stratus

* It will be observed that the prognesties here epumerated have an extensive ap-
plication throughout Seotland, —J.
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32 SELKIRKSHIRE.

is formed to leeward, thick in the middle, and wasting at botl
ends, with its side to the wind like a ship lying-to, it indicates con-
tinned wind.  After o clear frost, we sometimes sec long whitish-
coloured streaks of cirrus, whose two extremities scemingly ap-
proach each other as they recede from the zenith. This appear-
ance is vulgarly called Noah’s ark; and if it point from S. W, to
N. E., we expect a thaw from 8. W, Small blackisl boat-shaped
clouds rising in the west, and moving sidewavs, indicate a gentle
thaw, with little or no rain. A short glare of red in the east abow
sunrising portends a rainy and windy day.  When the sky shines
from the watery exhalations around the mid-day sun, rain or snow
will soon follow; when it has a green appearance to the E. or
N. E., frost and snow., A erimson red in the west after sunset in-
dicates fair weather; a purple red indicates sleet.  Atnospheric
changes are more likely to happen a few days after new or full
moon than in the quarters,  The point where she changes, seems
to have little influence ; if in the N, W., or N. W. by W, it is often
suceeeded by hoisterous wenther.  When her horns are sharp and
well-defined, we look for frost; when she is whitish and not very
clear, for rain or snow.  If the new moon seem to embrace the old,
very stormy weather is likely to follow.  This has long been a re-
ceived opinion amongst our countrvmen, as we learn from the oll
ballad of Sir Patrick Spens, supposed to refer to an early period
of Scottish history.

“ I saw the new moon late yestreen, wi' the auld moon in her srm,
And ever alack, my master dear, I fear we sufler harm.”

Haloes are scen only when the cirro-strati are slightly but equally
diffused over the sky; the sun or moon seems to % wander through
the storm,” which is at no great distance.  One side of the halo
is often open or imperfeetly formed, owing to the denseness of the
apour, and points to the quarter from which the storm is approach-
ing. When Parhelia or mock-suns appear, the cloud is more
stratified ; hence, though, like haloes, they forebode a change, it is
not so immediate. From the rainbow also, we draw prognosties
of the weather. Sea-faring men say,

“ A rainbow in the morning-—sailors take warning ;
A rainbow at night is the sailors’ delight.”

And shepherds and husbandmen assent to the truth of this old
adage. In the former case, (as the arch mmust he vpposite the
sun,} it appears in the west, whence our rains generally come; in
the latter it irradiates the east, and indieates that the rain is pas-

sing from us. Awrora borealis is most likely to appear in change-
1
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able weather, and ix often followed by a S, W. wind.  From the
appearance of falling stars, it may be inferred that the equilibrium
of the atmosphere, held probably by the agency of electricity, is
destroyed. They generally forebode wind; and when many of
them are seen, they are faithful, thongh silent monitors, warning us
to prepare, with the carliest dawn, for the coming storm.  There
ts often much lightning in the night both with and without
clouds, which announces wnsettled weather, especially if it be
whitish in colour.  If the thunder clouds are low, we may expect
heavy showers or continuous rains. A thunder storm frowm the
zouth iz followed by a genial warmth ; from the north by cold and
hatl. When the wind shifts to the west after rain from 8. or
=W, ot gencrally fairs up, or there are but a few showers.  Frost
and snow from 3. W, are the forerunners of bad weather. If the
wind turn suddenly from 5. W, or 5. to N. N. K., while this is ac-
companied with a smell resembling that of coal smoke, a severe
storm will follow. Sometimes in the month of May, often in June,
&e. an undulatory motion may be observed m the air, near the
earth’s surface.  This is the land-tide, called by the peasantry
Startling Jack, which generally takes place when the weather is a
little sultry; the weather afterwards becomes colder. A haze or ou-
dery as it is often named, indicates a mild state of the atmosphere,
and prognosticates a long continuance of heat and drought.  The
sunminer of 1783 was remarkable for this appearance. It is generally
aceompanied with a moderate 5. W. wind, and sometimes a calm,
but 1t never remains long with a north or east wind.  When eva-
poration is pereeptibly carried on by the sun’s heat, we expect
cold to suceeed.

Praguostics from dwimaels.—The troubles that befal our spe-
cies are not without their use in this respect; headach, tooth-
ach, rheumatism, pain in corns, and old sprains and sores, being
frequent signs of the approaching storm.  Before thunder, many
have a fecling of listlessuess, oppression, and uneasiness.  The
lower antmals, but such especially as are still in a state of nature,
or exposed in the open fields, are very suseeptible of atmospherie
chunges.  Sheep eat greedily before a storm, and sparingly before
a thaw.  When they leave the high parts of their range,~—when
they bleat much in the evening, or during the night, we may ex-
pect severe weather. Goats seck a place of shelter, while swine
carry litter and cover themselves better than ordinary, before a
storm.  Wind is foretold by the eat seratching a post or wall,—
and a thaw, when she washes her face, or when frogs come from
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34 SELKIRKSHIRE,

their winter concealment. The gathering of grouse into lavge
flocks, the diving of sparrows in dry dust, the Hluttering of wild
ducks as they flap their wings, the dismal lengthened howl of sca-
gulls in an inland place, or around lakes, the mournful note of the
curlew, the shrill whew of the plover, the whet-whet-whet of the
chaflinch perched upon a tree, the crowing of the cock at unusual
times,~—all proguosticate rain or snow.  When the fieldfare, red-
wing, starling, swan, snowHeck, and other birds of passage, arrive
soon from the north, it indicates an early and severe winter.  When
gnats bite very keenly, when flies keep near the ground, (shiown
by swallows that feed upon the wing flving low,) we look for wind
and rain.  But the most wonderful influence of atmospherie
changes is upon those ereatures that burrow in the ground. The
earth-worm appearing in abundance indicates rain.  In like man-
ner, the maole seems to feel its approach, as a day or two before
he raises more hillocks than usual 3 and when after a long severe
frost he begins again to work, it will soon become fresh.  The
effects of electricity are well known both on the atmosphere and
on animals ; and the deposition of the aqueous vapours with the
relaxing damp near the surface of the earth, which in certain states
takes place, may give vise to this inereased activity.

Additional Prognostics,—Before rain, many plants close their
petals and hang down their heads, as the trefoil, mountain-daisy,
and chickweed ; a paved floor of clay-slate and cellars become
damp ; in lakes and springs the water rises higher, and the efflux
is greater.  But the barometer excels all these prognosties ; and
by combining the observations of both, one mayv prediet the wea-
ther with considerable certainty.  If it fall a day or two previous-
ly, the storm is likely to last; if shortly, it will neither be so severe
nor protracted. A similar rule is applicable to the rise of the
barometer.  But allowance must be made for the influence of
certain winds,  With the same quantity of rain or snow, the mer-
cury stands highest with a N, E., and E. wind ; then N. and W.
and 5. W, and S in order. It stands lowest of all when the
wind is N. W, and 8. . The extremes both of heat and cold
depress, while a moderate temperature raises it.  Thus, after long
frost and snow, it generally rises before a thaw. Sometimes it is
very low with little rain, or in fair weather.  But in this case the
equilibrium of the atmosphere is destroyed, and nothing is awant-
ing but a sufficicney of aqueous vapour, which may be falling at
no very great distance. For example: on January 30th 1814,
barometer 28,70, it was mostly clear in this distriet ; but in Inver-
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ness-shire there fell a great guantity of snow. In like manner,
when the wind is variable, it often blows hard from opposite points,
even i this northern part of our islind.  Thus, 1st April 1813,
was a stormy day in Inverness-shire, and the wind N. E.; whereas
in Selkirkshire, a very severe blast of snow came from 8 W. In
both places the wind went to N. W. by W, at night.  We men-
tion these things, to show that there are often secondary causes in
operation, and at the time to us unknown, which tend to render our
caleulations incorrect,

The Climate of the parish is damp and ecold.  This must be
asceribed to the mists that rise from the marshy grounds, the viei-
nity of the ecentral mountain range, which serves as a nuecleus to
embody the hovering exhalations, the prevalence of the W. and
S, W.owinds, amd the peculiar exposure of the vallies to those from
the E. and N, . The vicissitudes of the wenther are extremely
frequent. OF late vears, however, the climate has been much
amcliorated by draining, and ight be still farther improved by
plantation.  The dizenses in some measure connected with it, are
catarvh, rhicumatism, consumption, and fevers. These are more
prevalent in the vale of Ettrick than of Yarrow, owing to the
greater extent of marshy and meadow-ground ; but the district is
far from being unfavourable to health or longevity,  One indivi-
dual within the memory of man reached the very advanced period
of 106 vears: and a number have nearly seen the course of a cen-
tury.  There is a woman still alive (1833) who remembers the
Jorty=five, when she assisted in putting some eattle and household
articles bevond the reach of the Highlanders,

Hydrography. Springs—The greater part of the springs are
perennial.  Their temperature is in general about 45°.  Calcareous
springs are found in fifteen different places ; sometimes near each
other, and rising in loes,  The accumulation of ealeareous deposit
from one of them, amounting to about forty cart-loads, was onee col-
lected for agricultural purposes, but, owing to the steepness of the
hill, could not easily be removed.  There is a sulphureous spring on
Craig farm, and another on Catslacknow, which probably flow
from a bed of alumeslate. The latter is sometimes resorted to by
the peasantry; but the strength is considerably diluted from its
situation in the midst of a marsh, the water of which vozes through.
It is called St Philip’s Well ; and its dedication to a patron saint,
ns was asual in Roman Catholie times, would seem to intimate
that it had been famed for its medicival virtues. There are two
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30 SELKIRKSITIRE,

chalybeates on Bowerhope,  The oxide of iron is found m many
of the mosses, and scen i the water that Rows from thoem,

Ltkes.— The prineipal lake in the parish, or indeed in the south
of Scotland, 1= St Mary's, counceted by astreanm with a smaller one,
which has the plLuu:Mw appellation, Loch of the Lowes [qu:lp,.':-

The former is seven and a<half miles iy ecircomference, and in
some places thirty fathoms deep ; the latter one mile and a-hall,
and eleven fathoms.  Both, to high-water mark, ave exclusively
the property of the Right Honourable Lord Napier, who has
beautified some parts ﬂf them by plantanion. It is evident tha
they have originally formed one lake, whose margin extended a
considerable way to the N. E. The dilference of level is only
fifteen inches 3 and the parrow neck of land which now separates
them has been raised by the opposite carvents of the Corseeleugh
and Oxeleugh Burns.  In the introduction to the Sceond Canto
of ¢ Marmion,” there is a graphic deseription of the surrovwding
sceneryv. It partakes not of the rich or romantic, but hax a cha-
racter of soft repose,—derived from the unbroken slope of the
hills, the winding of the water as it washes their base, and the
stilly solitude on every side.  The margin of the lake is =Kirted
with a few ol trees, that sevve but to remund us of the ancien
forest. At a short distance, too, are the relies of Catholie awd
fewdal times, which harmonize with such n seene, a2 we trace the
vestiges of St Mary’s Chapel, with its lone chureh-yard,—*¢ then
gaze on Dryhope’™s ruined tower, and think on Yarrew’s faded
flower.”

In the table<land to the south are a number of small lochs,
Shaws, Clearburn, Hellmoor, and Akermoor, whose size varies
from a mile to a mile and a=half in eireimference. Some of them
contain inexhaustible deposits of shell-marl 3 one has heen drain-
ced, and the marl suceessfully used in agriculture.  Our vallies
seem formerly to have been, like many others in Seotland, a cham
of lakes. The most marked trace of this kind is at Newhouse,
where the Ettrick has worn its way in the course of ages. The
rocks rise almost perpendienlarly,—and, overgrown as they are
with furze, and overhung with copsewood, present a view of Nature's
rude magnificence.

Fivers—In noticing the rivers of the parish, we shall econfine our
attention to that from which it derives its name, though it includes al-
so part of the Ettrick and Tweed.  “ The hills whenee elassic Yar-
row flows,” form the boundary with Dumfries-shire, and send a
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nuinber of streams to the lochs, of whiels the ljril‘wip{i] are Meggai,
airdd what 1= cometimes called Little Yarrow,  After leaving these
beautiful sheets of water, and running for fourteen miles over a
geavelly and rocky channel, the river joins the Ettrick,  The length
from itz source i= about twenty-five miles.  From the country be-
g now drined, 3t swells more quickly than formerly, but not to
any height till the loch first overflow ; and, on the other hand, a
strong south-west wind, by acting on =t Mary’s as a reservoir,
ofien makes it rise without rain. The strath traversed by this
stream has long been elassic ground. It s, indeed, singular how
nany men of genins have at onee felt and deepened the charm,
“ The sang of the outlaw Murray,” and * the Donglas Tragedie,™
hoth helong to these seenes; and the oldest verses to * The Yel-
fow=Hair'™d Laddie,” are also loealized by certain allusions which
they contion. But the best known of the ancient ballads (similar
m subject and styvle to another fragment, © Willie’s drown’d in
Yarrow,”) 15 ¢ The Dowie Dens of Yarrow,” commemorative of
# melancholy event that bad made o deep impression on the popu-
lar mind. It is supposed to have suggested to Me Hamilton of
Bangour, the more modern song beginning, * Busk ye, busk ye,
my bonnie bonnie heide.™  Henee, also, the plaintive strain of
Logan, *¢ Thy braes were bonny, Yarrow stream, &ec.:” and
Wordsworth's fine effusions, * Yarrow unvisitesh,” and ¢ Yarrow
visited,” to which, it is hoped, an unpublished piece, entitled * Yar-
row revisited,” will soon be added.  In celebration of o female beau-
Ivs the two songs of * Mary Scot,” and ¢ The Hose in Yarrow,”
are preserved. We might refer, besides, to * Yarrow Vale™ by Mr
AMsDonald 3 * The Braes of Yarrow,” by Allan Ramsay ; another
seb by Miss Thomson, and many of a similar kind ; while the inei-
dental allusions to this little stream are without number.

Geoliagy wud Miveredogy.—-"The rocks throughout the parish
helong to the transiiion elass, and consist almost entirvely of grey-
wicke, with a basis of clav-slate.  The general direction of the
strata is from 5. W, to N. E., but it often varies for o short way :
the dip is generally 45°%, though it ranges from the perpendicular
to the horizontal. At Newhouse Lynns the river Ettrick has cut
through the barrier of an ancient lnke for three-fourihs of a mile,
aml to the depth of a hundred feet.  Dts course is almost straight
for a cousiderable way, when it suddenly diverges : and in one
place, the thin strata whieh are Ead bare are bent 1o o curve of
more than 220°  Flinty slate, and loose Tragmenis of porphyry,
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38 SELKIRKSIIRE,

feldspar, and quartz, may be observed in glens connected with the
head of the Yarrow. There is a formation of new sandstone up Dry-
hope Burn, and also a bed of transition glossy alum-slate, the latter
being found again in a soft and friable state, from exposure to the
air, by the side of the river near Yarrow-ford.  Iron pyiites occurs
plentifully on Bowerhope, and calcareous spar on Kirkstead. In
the rocky bank close by the house of Langhope, is a deep bed of
rich micaceous carth, having a beautiful metallic lustre. A seam
of clay between the strata of slate crosses the Blackeleugh in
Blackhouse, and contains glittering particles of a similar nature,
which are probably mica also. Pieces of insulated galena have
been sometimes picked up.  No limestone has as vet heen disco-
vered in the parish ; but the number of caleareous springs indicate
its existence at no great depth.

The skulls of the Urus® deseribed by Ciesar, and an extinet spe-
cies of deer with large palmated antlers, have been found unbed-
ded in the marl mosses.  An old spur, with a rowel nine inches
in eircumference, was found by Sir W, Scott in Huntly Meadow,
The extensive tracts of peat are full of decayed trees, a great pro-
portion on the hills being the birch, and in the low grounds the oak.
As instaneces of the preseevative quality of this vegetable formation,
two facts may be noticed.  There was a tradition of a suicide having
been buried in 2 moss near Berrybush more than a century hefore ;
and, in digging the place a few years ago, the body was found en-
tire, with the bonnet, coat, plaid, hose, &e. quite fresh.  In enst-
ing another close to the dwelling-house of Whitchope, a laver of
lint was met with covered with stones, Tt had evidently been lnid
out to steep on the subsoil and not removed, and was six feet below
the surface.

A preat part of our =o0il is a light, hazel-coloured lommn, formed
from the decomposition of the rocks, and much mixed with stones,
It is common on the sides of the hills, and the gentle acclivities
along their base.  Insome places there ave Zvifolinm repens, Bel-
lis perennis, Plantago lanceolata, 8c. which make an excellent pas-
turc.  Where it is deep, Polypodivm vulyare is found in abun-
dance ; but, where thin and exposed, it is apt to be overrun with
musci,  On the sunny slopes, as Wardlaw Craig, Catslacknow-
hill, eucharhope, &e. Cistus lLelianthemum, or the rock-rose,

* A head of the Urns or Bison, in the Lhall at Abbotsford, which was found in a
neighbesiring muoss, indicates an animal nearly three times the sige of the Chilling-

ha wilid eattle, and corroborates Casar's deseription.
3

& The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



s L "‘H”#m"”%ﬁ*“f"‘“ﬂ“mfﬁﬂn —

ot

e

VARROW, 30

sometimes covers the surface, to the exclusion almost of every other
plant ; and n fine seasons, between June and July, a whole hill-
side is one entive vellow blow,  Along the banks of the rivers, and
generally at their confluence with the tributary rivulets, there are
low lat promontories of water-worn gravel, which abound with
Formentille officinalis, Calluna vulparis, and different kinds of
lichens.  Another variety of soil is clay, having a strong affinity
to bog, nto which it gradually runs, as the subsoil becomes less
porous.  This commonly covers the bases of the hills that slope
eastward, * but partakes less of sweet palatable plants than the
light loam already mentioned.  The bog soil in this parish con-
sists mostly of argillaceous clay, with a mixture of fine sand, and a
little vegetable mould near the surface ; the subsoil being uniform-
ty stifff cold argil, sometimes interspersed with stones or round
gravel. It produces abundance of Carices, Juncus acutifforus,
Holciues lenatus, with several of the Poa, Aira, and Festuen tribes.
Sinee draining has taken place so extensively, these have been in
a great measure supplanted by Cuicws palustris on the mossy
ground, Aira caspitosa, Melica cerwdea, and dgrostide on the clay.
And lastly, we have tracts of peat stretehing for miles, and vary-
ing in depth from a few inches to seven feet.  Seirpus caspitosis,
Juncus sqnarrosus, Nardus stricta, I rmpﬁamm vaginatum, Callune
vulyaris, Erica tetraliz, .Empctrnm wigrum, Gealivm saxatile, and
Faceiniwm myrtillng, arve found in greatest abundance; ¥ Oxycoc-
eos and Fubus ehamamorus only in a few places. :
Zoology—~— Two species of mice have acecasionally been met
with, which, as yet, have been overlooked by scientific naturalists,
One inhabits the tops of the highest mountains, and is a little
larger than the Mus sylvaticns.  The fur has a silky softness and
lustre; and as the animal is turned round, it falls open by its
weight i a shed along the body, being apparently attached to the
skin by a filament of extraordinary fineness and elasticity.  The
other 15 of a size between this and the Mus aguaticis ; has like
them a short tail and cars; the tail tipped with white. It has very

* These clay bogs have perbaps been deposited by an eddy of the great western
deluge.  When the eurrent of this tremendous debacte beat vielently against the fice
of a movntain, it seems as 0P the debris and mud ransported by the waters had
settlod down alung the base of an opposite ridge, or it might have been swept round
inte the lee side of that from which it had been washed away.  The soil in question
rosts upon masses of Ll oo colleetions of gravel somewhat water-worn, and cement-
wil by very tenacious clay ; and the hollow parts, where there are springs, are oflen
covered with some feot of peat mnoss,

£ Thee Undvarsity of Edinburgh
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large, strong, grooved, semicircular teeth, and inhabits the low
grounds, but is extremely rare.  Only three have been observed ;
one of which, when running, stopt at times, and stood upright with
its fore-paws ovel its eves, like n weasel or sepuirrel,” #

The woodlands of this district were formerly inhabited by vari-
ous animals that have disappeared; as the urus, the stag, and an-
other species of deer. The wolf, the mountain-boar, and the wild
cat, were commoin in early times,  We learn from the old SONT,
that Ettrick forest abounded with © the hart, the hynd, the doe,
the roe, and of @’ beasts preat plentic ;" and hence it was long re-
served for the royal chace. The names of plices too, some of
them commen to different spots, still refer to the animals by which
they were frequented; thus we have Or-cleugh, Deer-law, Flart-
leap, Hynd-hope, Fawn-burn, I olf-cleugh, Brock-hill, Siwine-brae,
Cat-slack, &e. A few otters may be found about the rivers, but
badgers are now very rare, and foxes nearly extirpated.  Hares,
however, and in the lower parts of the parish rabbits, are plentiful.
Black and red grouse, partridges, snipes, with a few pheasants,
are the principal game. In 1649, and for long afterwards, the
black-cock and grey-hen were found on the hills, but at length
disappeared, till they gradually returned from the 8. W, border,
about the same time that means were taken to introduce them by
the late Duke of Bucecleueh., When the season js SOVOre, SwWans
arrive from the north,

Most of the lakes are stored with pike, pereh, eels, trout, and
minnow. It is eurious that the pike are now seldom seen in Si
Mary’s, where they once were abundant, and larger than in the upper
loch.  Salmou, grilse, whitling, trout, cels, par, minnows, barbels,
and sticklebacks, tenant the rivers. Formerl y many lampreys
came up to spawn, weighing six or seven pounds, but are now rare.
A minute species, however, about the thickness of a erow-quilly is
abundant, and may be seen in swarms during the month of May,
frequenting the shallow streams, where it deposits its spawn on fine
sand. In an economical point of view, the different varieties of
trout, though of late years much thinned, are alone nportant.
Salmon and grilse abound only during close-time. They ascend
the rivers for spawning in the beginning of October with what is

* Vide Edinburgh Encyel., Art. Serxinesning, written Ly Mr Willisan Laidlaw,
who examined both species.  The alpine was found on Blackhouse heights ¢ the other,
with the white tip on the tail, which probably indieated the male, at Blackhouse and

Craig Faugh.

&' The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgow



iyl

v LT T e T R R T et .,

o B il e i e e

- ]

- RN an

YARROW. 41

called the Michaelmas flood; and those that have escaped the
poachers, return to the sea about, or after, Candlemas.

The whole herbage on the hills around the sources of the Lit-
trick and Yarrow was destroved by a caterpillar in 1762, long
called the wormy vear, until 18302, when in June and July a simi-
lar oceurrence happened.  The upper parts of this parish, with
the high lands adjeining, were then overrun by a species of grub-
worin,-helonging, it was at that time believed, to the order Lepidap-
tera, and genus Papilio. * A few of them were fed in a bottle by Mr
A. Laidlaw at Bowerhope, when, after undergoing the usual meta-
morphosis into a ervaalis, they emerged beautiful butterflies, —Iaid
ahout one hundred eggs, and died.  They made their first appear-
anceon the drybenty land, consuming every thing green; and though
thousands of crows and other birds fed ¢ mnlmlilv upon them, thﬂ'
gradually spread into the boggyand finer pastures.  The only p].umt:-'n
spared were Culluna vulgaris, Juncus squavrosus, and Galiven sa-
afife. When they were feeding, from six to eight might have been
covered with the palm of the band; and where a burn intercepted
their progress, they lay in heaps by the side.  Some heavy rains
at length drowned or swept them into the drains, many of which
were literally stopped.  They again made their appearance in 1812,
1824, and 1826 ; but their ravages were confined to some of the
heightz bordering on Dumfries-shire. 4

A similar infliction was felt more parctially in 1829, and since by
the larva of a Tiprda,—~the common long=legged flv.  This species
is different from the former in appearance and habits: infesting
the soft bogev land. It is as thick as a goose-quill ; of a dull pur-
ple colour; never burrows deep in the =oil; works 1ts way like the
carth-worm ; and eats only the roots, or at least the white parts of
the pras=.  The black caterpillar that devoured the turnip crop in
18305, and has never been seen since; was the larva of a fly =ome-
what like a gutter-wasp, of the menus Tenthredo, (Lin)  The

* Kirby and Spence suppose the perfect inseet to have been o moth of a genus eatl-
el Phalawa by Livoecusy, Bombype by Pabricius, and Chareos g raweiniz by Stephens.

t It is quite cortain that the devastation of the herbage is eceasioned by the larva
of the Claraas graminis of Steylhens, ( Phalasa grambnis, Tin}; but the couse of
this insect being produced fn certain places and scasons in such destructive numbers,
has not been ascertained.  The injury done to the pastures in some parts of the island,
hawever, is perhaps eompensated by the incrcased production of grass in future sea.
sy 5 oat leasty in one case, the herbage of o portion of a hill destvoved fo V324, was, at
the distance of six years, and in comparison with ether parts of the sime hill pereeq-
tilbly amal materially improved. —Ent,. Mag. i, 240),
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turnip-fly which is now destructive, is a beetle, Haltica nemorwm ;
but from its being generally bred on the manure, to burn a little
straw over the surface is found an effectual way of killing it.  The
large and beautiful green caterpillar, dotted with pencils of black
spines, of the Emperor-moth, or Saturnia spini, { Phalena parvoni,
Lin.} is often found feeding on the heath, where it fixes the brown
sitk bag it weaves forits winter habitation. But the moth itself, nearly
as large as a wren, is rarely seen.  There are several insects also
that injure fruit trees,—cankering the leaves, and eating the biossom.

Botany. — The botany, like the mineralogy of the district,
and probably connected with it, is very uniforin.  The more rare
plants are Hubus chamemorus, which arrives at perfection only
on Dryhope, Blackhouse, and Kirkstead ; Festuea vivipara on the
N. skirts of Wardlaw and Altrive; Pacciniwm orycoccos on Gil-
disgreen and Shaws; Trientalis Erropaa on Blackhouse Heights ;
Lrollivs Euwropaus and Cnicus heteraphyllus in a cleugh falling
into Douglas burmny Sedum villoswm ; Circen Alpina on S, E,
verge of St Mary's Loch; Cocldvaria officinalis, in the springs
along the ridge between Newburgh and Eldinhope ; Companila
latifolic in a ravine, Deuchar Hope; Drosera rotundifilia, Deu.
char Hope ; Scutellaria galericulate in pond at Whitchope ;
Mclampyrim sylvaticom i Newhouse Bank ; Allium wrsivwm
and Adiantum capillus veneris, at Newhaugh Lynns; Thelic-
trum alpinum on the opposite bank of Helmburn, The me-
dicinal plants best known are Twrmentilla officinalis, the root of
which is uncommeonly astringent, good for sore throats, and efliea-
cious in curing old uleers; Aehillea millofolim, which is common
in Yarrow, amgl highly astringent alvo s Lineem catharticam, a pur-
gative when boiled ; Menyanthes trifoliata, used as a tonie, an in-
fusion from the leaves being taken for stomach complaints, and
mixed with L. catharticwm for theumatism 3 Digitalis purpurea
and Alsine medie absorbents, and applied for swellings, &e.

In former times, the straths of the Ettrick and Yarrow receiv-
ed the appropriate designation of Ettrick Forest.  The naume is
still retained, but is no longer characteristic of the country, which
is almost one continuous sheep-walk. The woods began to be
cleared several centuries ago; and the depth of the many mosses
may point in some degree to the period of their destruction or de-
cay. The only remnant of the old forest, where the identical trees
still stand, is believed to be a few oaks on West Faldshope Hill;
but they ure remarkable for their age alone, being small and stunt-
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ed from the dry rocky nature of the ground. There is a great
deal of fine wood at Hangingshaw, the once beautiful seat of the
Murrays of Philiphaugh, and now belonging to James Johnstone,
Esq. of Alva. A plane-tree measures in ecircumference near the
root, 16 feet, in solid contents 390 square feet; a beech, cirenm-
ference 13 feet, contents 202 square feet; a lime, cirenmference
11} feet, contents 180 square fect ; an oak, cireumference 11 feet,
eontents 166 square feet.  But Hangingshaw is remarkable chiefly
for the extent and variety of its valuable trees.  Many of the same
kinds are scarcely inferior in size to those already specified ; while
the ashes, elms, larches, and Seots firs, {raised from ITighland seed,
and the timber of which s of very superior quality,} average 8 feet
in circumference, and 100 square feet in contents, The soil ap-
pears congenial to trees of every sort; and so adapted is it to its
ancient covering, that copses, particularly of bireh, will spring spon-
tancously wherever the ground is enclosed,

IL—Crvin Histony.

Aecounts of the Parish.—There are no ancient or modern ac-
counts, so far as we are aware, that refer =olely and specially to
Yarrow parish,  Two MSS., however, are 1o be found in the Ad-
vocates’ Library, which notice its former condition in a general
description of Selkirkshire.  The one was written in 1649, by Wil-
liam Elliot of Stobs and Walter Seot of Arkilton. The other is
Hodges MS., bearing the date of ¥722 ; but it is chiefly a detail of
names, loealities, and distances.  In the Edinburgh Encyclopaedia,
Art, SELRIRKSHIRE, there is an exeellent statistical account by My
Willizan Laidlaw, a native of this parish, and author of the well-
known song, “ Lucy’s flittin,” &c.  We may refer also to a prize
essay on the same subject by the Ettrick Shepherd, written in a
popular style, and published in Transactions of the Highland
Soviety for 1832, The Duke of Buccleuch possesses about
two=thirds of the purish, and the other land-owners are, in the
order of the valuation of their estates, as follows: James John-
stone, Esq. of Alva, the Earl of Traguaire, Lord Napier, Lord
Ehbank, James Mercer, Isq. of Scotshank, Hugh Scott, Esq. of
Harden, the Farl of Minto, Miss Williamson of Cardrona, James
Russell, Esq. of Ashiesteel, and Heary Rutherford, Esq. of Red-
fordgreen. Landed property here very seldom changes hands.

Puaroehial Registers.— A large proportion of the old parochial
registers was burnt about seventy years ago, along with the manse.

£ Tha Univrsily of Edinburgh .
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In those extant, the date of the earliest entry is 1691 ; but from
the beginning till nearly the middle of last century, with the ex-
ception of a few years between, there is a perfect blank., Since
1741, however, the registers have been more regularly and eare-
fully kept,

Historical FEvents.— This parish formed a priveipal part of 1he
sheriffdlom of FEttrick Forest, It was recovered, with the swrround-
ing districts, from the English by Sir James Douglas, and as a
reward of his services m:-nﬁ,rn,:l on lim by a grant from his sove-
reign and friend Robert Bruce, who erected them into a free re-
galitv.,  These lands were again forfeited to the Crown, on the
attainder of the family of Douglas in 1455, when a part of them
was bestowed on Sir Walter Seott, ancestor of the DBuecleneh fu-
mily, who had exerted hinwelf in suppressing the rebellion of the
Douglasses,  In 1503, James IV. endowed his guecn, the Lady
Margaret of England, with the Forest of Ettrick and Tower of
Newark, which had formerly been the dowry of Mary of Guelders,
Hem.e, probably, our two farms of Deloraine (de la reine) receiv-
ed their name, or afterwards perhaps from Mary of Lorraive, I
would also appear that about this time the wood began to be elear-
ed away.  We learn from Pitseottie, that James V. had < 10,000
sheep going in the forest under the keeping of Andrew Belly, who
made the king as pood an aceount of them as if they had gone i
the boundsof Fife,”  This voyal demesne was his frequent resor
to enjoy the pleasures of the chase.

M sneh proud huntings many tales
‘-’ut }{Jl:_:l'll' ill wnsr ]UI!U‘I}' {!-'Ill."‘iii

Up pathless Eoeioke sid on Yarcow,
Where erst the outbaw drew his arrow,

A pa=s between the two valleys preserves the traces of one of
these expeditions. I retains the significant name of the Hlart's
teap ; the distance of the leap, being distinetly vistble ot the time
when the ground was covered with snow, is <till marked Ly (wo
grey whinstones, twentv-cight feet apart, which are said 1o have
been ratsed hy the king and his followers,  Under the Crown, the
proprietors of the forest held their lands as rentallers, or king's
kindly tenants, as they had done under the Lorvds of Douglas,
Very few of them received charters until the year 1587, when
James VI eame of age. The quit rents paid to the Crown by
the kindly tepants continue bardens on the estates to the present
day, and are collected by the ehamberlain of Ettrick Forest,  There

£ The University of Edinburgh
The University of Glasgowr



.
1
[
W
it
v
!
B

ol ol PPl

it o A s 1T

VARROW, 45

are several hokhings for pavment of a dog-leash, a bow, a pair of
arrows, &o. in allusion to the ancient sports.

tominent Characters—1. Mary Seotty so well known in tradition
and in song by the title of 7%he Flower of Yarrow, was a native of the
parish.  Bhe was the davghter of John Seott of Dryhope, and gave
Lher hand to Walter Scott of Harden—no less famed for has free-
booting than his bride for her beauty.™ 2, Conneeted with this pa-
rish, was 8§ Gideonw Murray, who vose to be one of the senators of
the College ol Justice, by the title of Lord Elibank.,  The appoint-
ment took place in 1613,—when the Lovds dispensed with any trial
of his qualifications © heeanse of the certaine knowledge they had of
thew 3. Dire ol Rutherford, a man of genius himself, and father
of a family of genius. e was long known in his professional ca-
reer as the Yarrow Doetor, from having been anative of this parisl,
where his father was installed elerevinan after the revolution,  He
studied under Boerhaave; and m 1727, being elected Professor
of the Practice of Physie in the Edinburgh University, contributed
areatly to establish its high character as a school of medicine, 4.
Elibank was the birth place of Russell, the learned histortan of an-
cient awnd modern Europe. 5. Equally celebrated in a different
sphere, was his kinsman, the late Colone! IVelliam Russell of Ashie-
steel, whose heroie military exploits in India, and in particular at
Manilla, reflect honour on himself and his country., 62k, For ten
years subsequently to the death of the gallant Colonel in 1302,
Ashiesteel was the country residence of Sir Walter Scoté, who had
before been appointed Sheriff of Sclkivkshire.  While living at this
outskivt of the parishy, he won his earliest laurels ; and a =mall hil-
lock covered with trees, beneath whose shade much of his poetry
wax penned, is =till called “the Sherra’s Knowe” 7. Among the
eminent characters, linked by long residence with Yarrow parish,

* A curivus contract relating to their marringe is still preserved in the charter-
chest of the present Mr Seote of Ilanden.  Freom this it appears, that the Laivd of
BPrryvhope engaged Lo fivd his sen-io-law in man's meat and horse meat at his tower
of Dryhope for o year and day.—five barons becoming boand, that, on the expiry of
that perod, the atrer shoukl remeve withiont attempting to continue in possession
by foree! A potary paldic, signed for all the parties to the deed, none of whom conld
write theiv names. A daughter of the Flower of Yarrow was wedded to Gillwert
Elliot of Stobs, commonly called % Gibby wi' the gowden garters.” At their mav-
viagey as at Llavden’s owny o contract was made, cqually characteristie of the rudes
ness and vapine of the thwes,  Finding it inconvenient to take home his wife, Giliby
besought his father-in-law 10 lodge her for some time je—a demand which was com-
plicd with only on condition that he should give as her board the plunder of the first
harvest moon From thom was deseended the late Lord Heathlicld,
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must be mentioned MrJames Hogg, author of the “ Queen’s Wake,”
and commonly called the * Ettrick Shepherd.”

Antiquities and Traditions—The ruins of St Mary’s Chapel
are now level with the dust, and mark only where it stood. It was
injured by the clan of Secott, in a feud with the Cranstouns; but
continued a place of worship during the fivst part of the seventeenth
century.,  The vestiges of the chaplain’s house are also visible ; and
the ancient cemetery is still used by several families.  About 400
yards to the eastward, there is a small mound called Binrands cross
or corse, with a few stones on the top,—probably, as tradition re-
presents, the burial-place of some necromantic pricst, from decay-
ed wood and ashes being found on its being opened.

There are still some remains of the old towers or Peel-houses,
which were formerly oceupied by the feudal barons, and their retainers,
The oldest of these now standing, and whose fisure has been dif-
ferent from all the rest, is Blackhouse, situated in a solitary glen
up Douglas ( Dhu-glas, 7. e. dark-grey) burn.  This wild teact form-
ed one of the most ancient possessions of the Black Douglases,
Godscroft represents them as baronial lords of it in the time of
Malcolm Canmore ; and this was the usual retreat of the good Sir
James, when recruiting for Bruce. It is here too, that fradition
has placed the scene of “the Douglas Tragedie,” and seven large
stones on the neighbouring heights are shown as marking the spot
where the seven brethren were slain.  Elibank Castle, connected
also in popular story with doughty deeds, still overhangs the
Tweed. The lower part of the massy wails of Dryvhope is nearly
entire.

There is a piece of ground lying to the west of Yarrow Kirk,
which appears to have been the scene of slaughter and sepulchre.
From time immemorial it was a low waste moor till twenty-five
years ago, when formed into a number of cultivated enclosures, On
more than twenty different spots were large cairns, in many of
which fine yellow dust, and in one an old spear, was found,  Two
unhewn massive stones still stand, about 100 yards distant from
each other, and which doubtless are the monwments of the dead.
The real tradition simply bears, that here a deadly feud was sct-
tled by dint of arms; the upright stones mark the place where the
twolords or leaders fell, and the bodies of their followerswere thrown
mto a marshy pool, called the fead Lake, in the adjoining haugh.
It is probable that this is the locality of % the Dowie Dens of Yar-

row.”  One cannot easily, however, unravel the details, or fix the
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date of the event which the old ballad describes,  Some suppose
it to have been a duel fought betwixt John Scott of Tushiclaw,
and Walter Seott of Thirlestane, that proved fatal to the latter
but, as appears from authentic records, this took place on Deuchar
Swire,®  Others have identified it with the fray at a hunting-
uateh in Ettrick Forest, in whicha son of Seott of Harden, resident
at Kirkhope, was killed by his kinsman the Scotts of Gilmans
clengh,  But the tales of tradition, which are often a few scatter-
ed leaves torn from the book of time, it is difficult to colleet or con-
neet with aceuracy.  About 800 vards westward, when the cultiva-
tion of this moor began, the plough struck upon a large flat stone
bearing & Lutin inseription.  Bones and ashes lay beneath it, and
on every side the surface presented verdant patches of grass, It
was examined by Sir Walter Scott, Dr John Leyden, Mungo Park,
and others of antiquarian lore.  From the rudeness and indistinet-
ness of the carving upon the hard block, only the following charac-
ters can be deciphered @ 11c MEMORI®E BT — — —— — Hic 1ACENT
IN TYMVLO DVO FILID LIBERALL 4

On Dryhope Haugh, there stood a large eaim called Herfon's
il in the midst of which, when the stones were removed about thirty
years aga, to enclose the surrounding ficlds, some urns were found,
besides a coflin formed of slabs, and containing nshes.  There may
still be scen to the westward of Altrive Lake, on rising knolls,
five considerable tumuli, probably remains of the ancient Britons.
Neone of them have been opened ; but the surface of the largest
exhibits a mixture of charconl and ashes.  Its top was surrounded
by a ewcle of stones thirty yards in cirenmference, with a small
square of stones in the centre that were taken away to build dikes ;
i purpose, to which also feudal eastles and sepulchral eairns have
been so often applied. % To what base uses we may return,
Horatio!”

* Tothis Sir W. Scott lanerly believed the baliad to refer, in which case the stones
st commemorate a different event, as Deuchar Swire is at a consideralile distanee,

1 Ur Leyden was disposed to regard it as a relic of the Romans.  Sueh an intro-
baction, however, as hic memorie is forcign to the Latin idivm ; and ke jocent are
waords, which, if they do cceur in a genuine prose antigue, ( Dis Manibus Sacrum or
£ M. N, being almost universal,) are at least so rare as to justify o suspicion that the
stone where they are found is of Christian inseription.  Neither dous the material,
which is wnhewn gregmwacks, seem to smack of clnssical antigquity.  The altars, mile-
stones, &e. exeavated along the line of Adrian's wall, are uniformly of sewdstone, and
i places where it must have been far transported.

For further details of the antiguitivs of this parish, see the MS. of this aecount,
preserved among the Avehives of the Church.
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[IL.—Porurarion.

T 1753, the amount of population was, according w Dr Webster, 1§50
1792, By lnst Statistical Aveownt, - - - - 12330
180), By Census under divection of Talinoet, . - 216
1811, Do - - | 22"
Ts21, Do, - - 1240
=31, Lo, - - 1221

It would appear from the very large average of births registered
for the ten years previous to 1700, that the number of inhabitants
was then much greater than at present.  According to well au-
thenticated testimony, corroborated by the numerous remains of
old houses, a similar statement is applicable to the middle of last
century, so that in all probability Dr Webster’s report was far
too low.  The depopulation which afterwards began to take place,
must doubtless be attributed to the monopoly of farms, the num-
ber of cottagers being limited by the necessary purposes of lius-
handry, and the removal of the inhabitants to towns or manufac-
turing districts.  Of late there has also been a considernble emi-
gration to America.  But, notwithstanding, the population has
remained nearly stationary for the last forty years, which has been
owing chiefly to the compensation arising from two farms having
been parcelled out among many small feuars,

The yearly average of births * for the last seven years wasx 33:
of deaths, 23 ; of marmages, 11, Number of inhabitants in villawes,
1385 in the country, 1083,  Number of resident families of inde-
pendent fortune, 1; of proprictors of land of the yearly value of
L. 50 and upwards, 11; of unmarried men (hachelors and widowers)
upwards of fifty years of age, 33; of unmarried women upwiards
of forty-tive, 72; of families, 227 ; of children at an average in
each family, 5; of persons insane, 1 ; slightly fatuous, 3: blind,
2. The number of persons employed in agriculture as oceupiers
or lubourers is 169 ; in manufactures, retail trade, and haudicraft,
52; of professional and other educated men, 5; of labourers not
agreultural, 71,

It may be remarked that the shepherd’s plaid is a standing article
of dress; but the wide blue bonnets and coarse homespun coats of
former times are no longer to be seen.

* The nomber of births, as stated above, is somewhal greater than the average in
the pavochial registers, as a fow annually are not recorded.  “Ihe gumber of deaths
is the resubt of the mose accurate estivede that ean be made,
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1V.—InpusrTiy.

Agriculture and Rural FEeonomy.

ACTes.
Land cultivated or oceasionally in tillage, - - - - 2740
Uneultivated, - - - - - - G7500
Capable of coltivation with a profitable application of eapital, - 20
Linder-wood-—nataral, 260 ; planted, 350, - n - G0

The Scots fir being formerly supposed peculiarly suited to this
chimate, small clumps of it were planted on many of the farms, but
now with their branchless stems and tufted tops, only add to the
barenness of the scene. Qak, ash, elm, beech, and plane, are the
kinds planted at present where the ground is dry; with alder,
birch, larch, spruce, and Scots fir, as nurses. The management,
: though in some places not very systematic, is allowed to be good.
i The i[l:iiggnnus wood consists of oak, (eut down periodically for
the sale of the bark,) ash, elder, birch, elm, hazel, hawthorn, hag-
berry, mountain-aszh, &ec.

b T'he average rent of arable land in the parish is 15s. per acre;
: of grazing, I.5 per cow; of pasturing, from 4s 6d. to 5s per
sheep. The rental of the parish may be about L. 12,000, Farm
servants with families have, in lieu of maintenance, three loads
of meal, the produce of a cow, and a quantity of potatoes; be-
sides which, ploughmen receive on an average L. 9, and shep-
herds the keeping of 45 sheep, equivalent generally to L. 18.
The yearly wages of female servants vary from L. 5 to L. 7, exclu-
sive of theiwr board.  Country artisans, as masons, carpenters, and
smiths, make per day from 2s to 2s. 4d.; common labourers, as
_l roadmen, Is. 8d.  From the records of a soctety, it appears that
the average |j|:'ir.:1_* of wool and .*-,:hq;wp in Selkirk county, from 1826
to 1831 inclusive, has been as follows :— Cheviot wool per stone
of 24 Ib. English, smeared with tar, 10s. 7d.; do. smeared with
turpentine, l4s. 2d.; do. white or unsmeared, 17s. 1d.; stock

;
wether hogs unelipt, 12=, 9d. ; stock ewe hogs unclipt, 14s. 2d. ; ewe
hogs sold at market, F1s. 3d.; top wetler lambs, 8s. 6d.; second
ewe and wether lambs, 5s. 8d.; draft 4 12z, Hd. ; wethers un-
clipt, 19s. 8d. ; wethers for turnip fee 0s. Gd.

Breeds of Live Stock, &e.—About the end of last century, the
black~-faced breed of sheep was gradually supplanted by the Cheviot.
T'he experiment commenced on the lower farms, but fromattachment
to established practice, and an idea that the lambs could not sustain
the cold or storms of spring, it was slowly extended, till the rising
value and demand for fine wool at lengith made it general. Of late
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years, however, when formner prices were no longer realized, the
original race has been partially replaced. They are found to thrive
i]‘f"‘-ﬁI {'IF HI‘L:. 011 E\'{lﬁﬁ;l‘ﬂ] |]‘:H_:I!'1!'-'-:|.' 1.}-1'“_1"1: Hl]i_i ill :‘;t!'I'T'IH.'\-' SE=NS ire :I:I}'
far the surest stock, There are now 1300 black-faced in the up-
land parts of the parish, which are generally crossed with the Che-
viot or Leicester breed.  On some grassy farms, the Cheviot is in
like manner crossed with the Leicester, which supphies the most
valuable lamb for the butcher market. But in this case, when the
stock is a stationary one, it is apt to degenerate, as second ewe lambs
are bought in annually in place of the draft ewes, so that this sys-
tem succeeds best when a flying stock (i, e. one changed every year, )
1s kept, and this can be done only on enclosed farms.  Some store-
masters let their flocks go unsmeared, others use turpentine and
different salves, while many retain the old Secottish preference for
tarry wool. The lambs are now generally three weeks later in being
sold than t.hl:":r' wWore tllil't.j' years SIee. It has been sard that thc:!,.' are
later in being fit for sale, owing to the less nutritions grasses pro-
duced bry over-draining and mole-catching.  But the circumstance,
it would appear, arises chiefly from the market being first supplied
with park lambs of finer breed and faster growth, and from the dis-
continuance of ewe-milking, which mude an carly sale matter of
necessity,  Great attention has lately been paid to the improvement
of stock, as far as breeding, pasture, shelter, and shifting are con-
cerned. The cattle kept for domestic purposes were formerlya coarse
kind of the Dutch breed. The Ayrshire breed was afterwards
!]ﬂl‘liil]]}' introduced, and iiltlt.‘ri:ﬁ the pl‘iilt‘.j;::r;d attention has been
directed to the short-horned breed,—a mongrel kind of which is
now the prevailing stock. They are more readily purchased for
feeding, and a considerable number is annually reared. The dairy,
indeed, has not been better replenished, but this is an object of
minor importance. A number of Highland cattle also is grazed
on the hills. Where the pastures are coarse, since the complete
consume what the sheep would not
¢; and besides, as a new sward soon
F the same time made for keeping more

draining of the bogs, t
eat, and must be left t
Springs up, provisions
sheep than before.
Husbandry and Prodyce.— The extent of land that had once been
cultivated is very great. Many spots, on which are gathered heaps
of stones, seem to have been tilled with mattocks, and formed oases
in the midst of the forest. The traces of the plough are also vi-
sible far up the hill sides, which have returned to their natural state.
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Some waste land has lately been reclaimed, but little more could be
done in this way with any profitable application of capital, owing to
the dampness of the climate, and distance from lime. Indeed, in the
higher district, much at present under crop might be better laid out
in permanent pasture, were it not that the farmer must keep a pair
of horses to drive his fuel and hay., The turnip husbandry is pur-
sued ; the rotation being the four or five shift, Though in late sea-
sons there is a greater luxuriance of straw than grain, the crops in
general are sufficiently ripened ; and winter wheat, which is occa-
sionally sown, seldom fails to be productive, and of excellent quality.
"The turnips are often nearly destroyed by the disease called finger-
and-toe, against which bone dust seems to be the best preventive.

Draining has been much praetised in our bogs, and perhaps car-
ried too far, especially on clay soils, At first, no doubt, it has a
considerable effect in improving them, but if the drains are kept
open, the ground will, in eight or ten vears, be overrin with Aira
caspitosa and Agrostidee. It is n common observation, that during
the last twenty years the pastures have become much coarser. Va-
rious remedies have been resorted to;—in some eases the drains
being stopped altogether, and in others allowed to fill up a little
before a second, but particularly before a third or fourth cleaning.
For real improvement, it accords with the experience of practical
farmers to drain closely on mossy bogs, more sparingly on stifl clay,
amd merely to take off the surfice water on thin ground covered with
bent or coarse grass. Irrigation, so much in vogue about the begin-
ning of this century, has, like all experiments begun without attend-
ing to loeal circumstances, been nearly laid aside.  The Yarrow is
too pure for this purpose, leaving the richer particles in the loch
whence it flows. The water, when first applied to a meadow, tends
greatly to eradicate the finy, and decompose the half-decayed roots
and leaves, and will, therefore, for some time, act as a stimulus with
seeming advantage. But when the meadow is annually mowed
without an eccasional top-dressing, or where there is no extraneous
matter i the irrigating stream, the system will in the end pro-
duce, as it has done here, comparative or complete exhaustion.
Substautial farm-houses with suitable offices are huilt almost every-
where, and the farm-servants accommodated with eomfortable cot-
tages. Pretty good slute may be obtained in various parts, but no
quarries have been regularly wronght.  All the arable land, and
some of the sheep walks, are enclosed.

The duration of the leases on the Duke of Buerleuch’s estate is
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ouly nine years. His farms are never advertised, and the oceupiers
rarely removed ; so that this cannot be considered any great draw-
back in a district chiefly pastoral. Some of the other land-owners
grant leases of nineteen years. On Lord Napier’s property, the
rents are paid according to the price of the three leading articles,—
wool, top wether lambs, and draft ewes,—having a reference to the
sales of a particular farm. There are restrictions, however, in many
of the leases, which more than their shortness form an obstacle to
improvement. Such is the clause that prohibits meor-burning, with
a view of protecting the game. It is only in its young state that
heath is loaded with a profusion of palatable shoots, suited for the
feeding of sheep. This is the kind, too, which grouse uniformly
prefer in the morning and evening twilight, when they eat with the
greatest avidity, requiring the strong bushy parts merely for cover
and breeding. Let the old heath then be burnt in successive
patches, and the common interest of landlord and tenant would be
enhanced by a provision both for the feathered and woolly tribes.
In many leases also, there is an obligation to catch the moles. Se-
veral of the store-masters and most of the shepherds are opposed
to the practice, especially on strong grassy land.  Since the long
proscription thus instituted, the ground, it is said, has been over-
. grown with harsher grasses or insipid fag, and the pining in con-
sequence introduced. But the mole, by raising its hillocks, which
are spread either by the sheep or manual labour, and thus supply=-
ing an annual top-dressing, imparts a richness and variety to the
pasture.  As the practice of extermination is, to say the least of it,
of doubtful utility, the farmer should be left to the exercise of his
own self-interest and discretion.

Agriculture suffers in some measure from the want of well-timed
embanking. More march fences between different farms are requir-
ed; and in some upland places, a few enclosures, with better pas-
ture than the rest for such of the stock as are not thriving, would
be a decided advantage. So would enclosed clumps of plantation
gencrally, upon the hills; they would beautify the eountry, ame-
liorate the climate, furnish fuel from their thinnings, and give ad-
ditional shelter and value to the shecp-walks. The greatest ob-
stacle to improvement is the distance from coal, lime, some kinds
of manure, and markets.

While too little encouragement has been given by proprietors,
the influence of ‘a local institution has been considerable and ex-
tensive. 'The Pastoral Society of Selkirkshire was established in
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1819, under the patronage and through the patriotic exertions of
the Right Honourable Lord Napier. It meets yearly; but in this
parish the meetings are only triennial. Besides occasional grants
of money from the Highland Society, it has expended considerable
sums for bettering the breeds of Cheviot and black-faced sheep,
horses, and cattle. Nor have the humble followers of the Aock
been forgotten, as premiums are also given for dexterity in sheep-
shearing.

The average gross amount and value of raw produce raised
yearly in the parish, as nearly as can be ascertained, is as follows:

Quts, 70 acres under erop; 27 imp. bushels per aere; ot 25 0d.

pror baasliel, - I.2784d 7 6
Barley, 23) acres under crop ; ﬂ‘? imp. lmuhu.h per acre; ot Sk d.
per Lushel, - - - 1215 12 6
Cultivated Hay, SN acres under erap ; lbﬂ stones of 22 . cach per
acre, at Bd. per stoneg, - - - LH) O 0
Turnips, 375 acres under erop; at L. 4 per acve, - 1500 0 O
Potatues, 125 acres under grop; at L. 7 per acre, - 8753 0 0
Yrostwre Land, 43000 sheep at By, per hewd, L.E7,5040 0 O
2005 COWS L.7 do. 1435 O 0O
176 young cattle, L. 3, 10k, do. 616 0 0O
125 Highland catile, L.2 do. 250 0 0
e 19501 0 0
Gardens, - - - = - g 0 0
Annual thinving and periodical fulling of woods and eopse, iwp 0 0
Tatal yearly amount of raw produce raised, .28606 0 0

V.—Parocuisar Economy.

Means of Communication, §e.— There 1s no market town in the
parish; andthe nearest is Selkirk, nine miles distant from the church.
The only villages are Yarrow-Ford and Ettrick-Bridge, which
are but small.  The roads are excellent, being made and kept in
repair by a contribution on the part of the landlords and tenants,
levied in hieu of statute-labour.  Along each of the rivers Ettrick
amd Yarrow runs a line of road—tiwo cross roads between them,
another leading to Tweedside, besides a small portion in detached
corners ; which in all extend to a length of thirty-seven miles.
There is also a rough tract over Minchmoor, which was long the
mail road from the south; it was the route that Montrose took after
his defeat at Philiphaugh, and is still the line of march for troops.
We have three bridges across the rivers; one of which being old
and ill-constructed, another is about to be built in its vicinity.

Ecclesinstical State.~—This parish formerly embraced the pa-
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rish of Buccleuch, which was annexed to Ettrick, and some (armns
north of the Tweed, annexed to Innerleithen in 1650 ; the great
extent of Yarrow being the principal reason of their digjunction
from it.  The church is ten miles distant from the extremities of
the parish ; but the situation is centrical. It appears to have been
built in the year 1640, It was put into a state of very complete
repair in 1826, and affords accommodation for 500 persons. The
sittings are divided among the heritors aceording to their valua-
tions, and by them among their tevantry, The manse was erected
in 1811 It is singular that the glebe lies eight miles to the west ;
it 15 on the side of the loch, and is the same that was attached to
St Mary’s Chapel, no excamb having ever taken place. The
original boundaries are forgotten ; but it is altogether hill pasture,
and will support sixteen soomes of (i. e. 160) sheep. The an-
nual value of the glebe is L., 82, 16s.; allowance for grass glebe,
L. 20 Scots, or L. 1, 13s. 4d. ; communion element money, L. 8,
6s. 8d.; and the stipend in victual, sixteen chalders, equal to 186
quarters, 3 bushels, and 13 gallon imperial ; or in money, on an
average of prices for the last seven vears, L.259, 65, 51d.  The
old valued rental of the parish amounts to L. 381377, 9. 8d.
Scots. The deans of the Chapel Royal are titulars of the teinds,
and generally take a grassum for nineteen years. His Grace the
Duke of Buceleuch is tacksman, paying a small annual rent.  The
numbers belonging to the Established Church are, of families 210,
and individuals 1161 ; to the Dissenters, families 17, and indivi-
duals 60. The average number of communicants at the Esta-
blished Church is 330, and divine service is generally well attended.

Two societies for religious purposes are established, & The
Yarrow Parish Bible, Missionary, and Jewish Society,” has an
aunual collection at the church doors, averaging L. 12.  There
is also a Missionary Society at Redfordgreen ; the members belong
to the parishes of Yarrow, Ettrick, and Roberton, and the vearly
contributions vary from L. 6 to L. 10.

Education and Literature.—The total number of schools is
four ; of which two are parochial, and the other two supported by
subscription of individuals. Beside the usual branches of instruction,
Latin and geometry are occasionally taught. A large and hand-
some new school-house was built at Yarrowin 1830. It is now in
excellent order. The schoolmaster’s house has been long a great re-
sort for boarders, to the number frequently of twenty-five; the board
being moderate, and the situation particularly healthy. The paro-
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chial teachers have the legal accommodations, with the maximum of
salary between them; of which L. 31, 6s. 63d. is allotted to the
school at Yarrow, and L. 20 to that at Ettrickbridge ; the fees at
the former amounting to about L. 10 per annum; and to 1.12 at
the latter. The general expence of education per annum, may bhe
rated at from 8s. to 12, exclusive of books and stationary. One of
the private schools 15 particularly necessary to acgommodate the
families in the uplands of Yarrow, and were well worthy of aid from
those proprietors whose estates are contiguous.  There are still two
pomis in the parish, Ashiesteel and Redfordgreen, so remote from
the existing schools, as to prevent attendance on any of them,—
being five miles across the hills from the nearest.  The popula-
tion around each of these points does not, however, exceed seventy
individuals, There is also a Sabbath school at Ettrickbridge.

Lilraries.—A cireulating library s established in the parish ;
while many of the farmers and others are connected with those in
Selkirk. A few years ago, the shepherds had a Debating Society
among themselves, which, owing to their distance from one another,
has been discontinued.

Sevings Bank—A savings bank was established at Selkirk in
1815, of which a branch exists in Yarrow. At present the amount
of money belonging to the parish in the treasurer’s hands is L. 120;
and on an average of the last seven years, L. 29 has been annually
lodged, and L. 37 withdrawn. The investments are usually made
by servants, of whom the greater part are females.

Poor and Parechial Funds—"The poor are supported chiefly
by legal assessment, that method having been introduced 1n 1751.
Soine parts of its progress may be noticed,

Ko of Paupers, Agarne Asseus. Ao Allow, to coach.
1751, 28 L. 56 1.2 o 0
1757, al 90 115 0
1500, 60 360 6 O 0
8oL, G0 200 4 17 @
Aver. of last seven years, 30 160 5 7 0

The cases of the poor who are maintained at their own houses,
are considered twice in the year. The usual allowance for each
child is 1s. and each aged pauper 2s. 6d. per week, The average of
church collections expended in gratuities, education, &e. is 1. 10;
donations and legacies, L. 4. It appears that, shortly after the
introduction of the poor’s rate, the numbers on the list had attained
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their maximum, till the scarce and dear years at the beginning of
this century. It appears, too, that pauperism has not made much
progress, there being nearly as many persons on the roll, und as much
aliotted to each (allowing for the difference of the value of money)
at first as at present. The tendency of the system, however, has
been partially felt in relaxing industry, and encouraging immprovi-
dence,—in loosening the ties of the nearest kindred, and lowering
the tone of independence,—and leading to insolence or ingratitude,
It is not therefore, from the principle of the system, that no great
evil has arisen but from the countervailing checks,—the aversion of
farmers to have more cottagers than what are necessary for their hus-
bandry, together with the strict economy and surveillance exercised
by the managers of the poors’ funds. Those on the list are chiefly
old women, widows with young helpless families, and persons weak
in body or intellect.  There were several individuals on it lately at
the age of 93,

Inns—Three alehouses are kept in the parish, which are abso-
lutely necessary for the accommodation of travellers, but somewhat
demoralizing within a certain sphere.

Fuel.—Heath, tuarf, and wood, are burnt by the peasantry, but
in small quantities, for coal and peat are the fuel principally
used. Coal is brought from the pits in Mid-Lothian, a distance,
on an average, of thirty miles, so that on arriving here, it can-
not be rated lower than 1s. 8d. a hundred weight. A mode of im-
proving peat as fuel, by compression, has lately been introduced by
an ingenious gentleman of this parish, Mr Walter Tod, Langhope.
From hisexperiments it appeared, that, by taking an equal weight of
each, this preparation, compared with the best coal, burnt as long,
and gave six degrees more of heat. Compared with the original peat,
it lasted double the time, and raised the thermometer fourteen de-
grees higher. By this means, also, fuel can be secured in rainy
seasons, and at any leisure time before frost sets in, so that it is to
be hoped the improvement will soon become general, *

VI—MisceLLaxeous OBSERVATIONS.

A very considerable change has taken place in the husbandry,
habits, and houschold economy of the people in this parish, since

*® Its importance, however, will be still greater in the ares, especially the melting
of metals. The various specimens we bave seen are beautifully black and eom-
pact, and the expence of preparation is trifling; but for a description of the process
itself, we must refer to Mr Tod's Prize Essay in Trans, of Highland Society for 1832,
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the date of the last Statistical Account. The Cheviot have super-
seded the black-faced sheep; and, with the breed, the manage-
ment has been materially altered. There is no ewe-milking as
formerly, and no hog hirsel kept, but the different parts of the
stock roam promiscuously and atlarge.  In very severe snow-storms
the flocks on the higher grounds used to be removed to the low
country of Annandale in quest of food, but now a store of hay is
cut from the bogs, and forms ample winter provision for the sheep
during any storm ; while stells, or enclosures for sheep, at the same
time, are more numerous and accessible.  Within the last forty
years, too, the country has been thoroughly drained. Equally
great have been the improvements in the agriculture of the parish,
The system of having outfield and infield was long practised ; the
milk ewes and cattle being folded at night, and the ground thus
manured for enitivation.  Cropping, too, went on till the particular
spot was exhausted. But now a better system prevails, the arable
and meadow land being enclosed and subdivided,—the two-horse
plough used,—turnip husbandry introduced,—a regular rotation of
cropping followed,—and wheat, so long deemed unsuited to our
soil and climate, frequently raised with suecess.  During the same
period, however, the principle of non-residence has been largely
acted on; and out of forty-tive farms in the parish, twenty are led
farms.  On many of these were formerly large families, with ser-
vants and cottagers, and there are five such lying adjacent,—a state
of things the more to be regretted, when its only advantage is a
trifling addition of rent, and the saving of outlay on farm buildings.

The new houses of the tenants have for the most part been built
in better style and situations than the old, which were small
thatched cottages, placed generally on some sloping bank, or
up some secluded burn, where security was sought in marauding
times, The roads also have been greatly improved, and are
far more frequented. Besides, all classes are better fed and
clad. The dress is no longer of home produce or manufacture.
What used to be the luxuries have become the necessaries of
hife, so that, nstead of a single carrier on foot as formerly, a
number of carts supply the Yarrow vale with wheaten bread. A
solitary newspaper formerly made its passage up the water by
slow stages and through many hands, contrasting forcibly with the
regular and rapid circulation of periodicals at present. Withal,
there has been a striking change in the habits of the peasantry.
Local attachments have given way to general knowledge. The
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legends of superstition are in a great measure forgotten, and its
rites forsaken. There is no longer “ heard a lilting at the ewes’
milking,” or “ The tales at the farmer’s ingle.” The minstrel’s
strains, however, had lingered long after the deeds which they com-
memorated were over. In this pastoral district it was that Sir
Walter Scott found many of the old ballads which had been handed
down for ages as a patrimony from sire to son.  But, on the pub-
lication of his ** Minstrelsy,” the spell that bound them was broken ;
and these relics of Border song, thus laid bare to the light of day,
have, like the fricndly and familiar spirits of Border superstition,
on being noticed with peculiar kindness, entirely disappeared, and
that, too, in consequence of the very effort made to preserve them.
In this district, too, there existed almost a feudal relation between
master and servant; there being instances in which the domestic has
grown up and grown grey beneath the same roof 5 but now the half-
yearly term is too often one of change, and the stipulated service
performed with mechanical unconcern.

The capabilities of inprovement in this parish have been for the
most part suggested in the course of the preceding aceount. It may
only now be noticed, that there is still room for one or two more
bridgesand for additional roads, communicating with T'weed-side and
along the south bank of the rivers, or at least leading to the farm-
houses placed there.  And farther, were the parish of Meggat dis-
Joined from Lyne, the adjacent parts of Ettrick and Yarrow an-
nexed to it, and a clergyman regularly to reside, this would prove
highly beneficial to the people of that sequestered distriet, und ex-
tend the ministrations of an establishinent by which, pre-eminent| ¥,
¢ the gospel is preached to the poor,”

September 1833,
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