PARISH OF TWEEDSMUIR.

PRESBYTERY OF PEEBLES, SYNOD OF LOTHIAN AND TWEEDDALL.

THE REV. GEORGE BURNS, D.D. MINISTER.

L—Torocraruy ann Navounar Hisrvowy.

Name, Boundaries, &e.—"T'His parish having originally been at-
tached to that of Drummelzier, appears to have bheen fnrm{er]_w,- cal-
led Over-Drummelzier. As to the origin of its present name, which
it has had at least since the year 1643, when it was erected into o
new parish, it 1s only necessary to siate, that the Tweed has its
rise in this parish, and that a constderable proportion of the
country, particularly beside the source of the river, is in a re-
markable degree distinguished by the bleakness and moorishness
of its aspect. ‘The mean length and breadth of the parish are
nearly equal, and are not less than cight miles, It is thirty miles
in circumference, and has heen caleulated to contain sixtv-four SO LT
miles, or about 33,380 Scotch acres, But if allowance be made for
the vast inequalities of ground, the extent may be fairly estimated
as at least two-thirds more. .

The parish 15 bounded on the south by Moffut ; on the east by
Megget; on the west by Crawford; and on the north hy Drum-
melzier. It is situated in the midst of that vast range of mountains
which stretches into Scotland from Northumberland, advances to
the head of Lanarkshirve, passing through Selkirkshire and the
northern boundary of Dumfries-shire, and terminates in the coun-
ty of Ayr, thus forming a chain of connection between the cast and
west counties of the south of Scotland.

Topoyraphical Appearances.—The highest hills in the parish
are Broadlaw on the north, and that part of Hartfell or Hartfield
on the south, which comprehends its highest point of elevation.
By an accurate calculation, made by order of Government, Broad-
law was found to be 2741 feet above the sea level at low water, and
Hartfell 26335, the former being the highest hill south of the Forth.
From the summit of Broadlaw a ].}I‘Ueé'E]L:'l_".T opens extensive and mag-
nificent in the highest degree; for, while the EVE  passes ovel
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mountain after mountain in apparently endless succession, like
waves of a tumultuous sea, it rests not till it reaches the Enghsh
border and the German ocean. 1t is worthy of remark, as regards
this and most of the other hills in the parish, that they are of com-
paratively easy ascent, and are flat as attic plains on the top.
Many of the inhabitants of the parish are supplied with excellent
peat from these lofty regions, which is brought down in common
carts, drawn by horses with comparative euse and safety. And,
what constitutes at once the ornament and the value of these moun-
tains, 15, that they are clothed in the finest verdure, even to the
top, and produce an herbage so luxuriant in summer, as to admit of
being mowed to an indefinite exient. The pasture which they
alford for sheep and black-cattle is of the richest and most nutri-
tious quality; n proof of which, there is no part of this or any
other country that produces flocks more healthy, or in higher re-
pute in the English market. It may also be remarked, that thesc
mountains have none of that Alpine boldness of contour by which
the Grampians and most other hills of Caledonia are distingush-
ed.  The flats and morasses of this district are comparatively few
and inconsiderable.

Meteorology.— It may be remarked under this head, that no ma-
torial difference has been observed botwixt the weather here and
at Edinburgh. Snow or rain in some instances has preceded that
at Edinburgh by several hours; and n the case of a fall of snow
which happened in November 1831, it was found that it fell to
areater depth n the immediate vicinity of the metropolis, than
oven in this elevated region.  From the situation of these moun-
tains in relation to the eastern and western seas, storms of snow
and rain frequently spend their force belore reaching them ; and
those who have lived long in the country give it as the result of
iheir observation, that the sheep have seldom been denied their
pasture for any length of time, in consequence of the depth or
long continuance of the snow; and that the loss of sheep or lambs
from the severity of the weather has at ne time been very consi-
derable. The average quantity of rain that falls armually through-
out the county does not exceed twenty-cight inches: and hence it
may be inferred that though showers are more frequent, yet that
the actual quantum is not so great as in those counties which lie
east and west of Tweeddale. A book of meteorological observa-
tions, kept by the late schovlmaster of this parish for several vears
previous to his death, exhibits the following results,
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Mean temperature of the different seasons at Tweedsmuir, from
1821 to 1828, inclusive, reckoning March, April, and Muay, the
months of spring; June, July, and Angust, those of summer; Sep.-
tember, October, and November, those of aututn; and December,
January, and February, those of Winter.
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The prevailing winds in this quarter are 5. and S. W, which
most commonly bring rain, whereas snow is generally looked for

from the

N, and E.

Small-pox and measles are the only infeetious disenses known

here, amd have never appeared unless when imported.
no epidemic or prevailing distempers,

There are

Within these few years, several persons have died at the ad-
vanced ages of from 90 to 95 years; and there are two individuals,
a male and a female, at present enjoying vigorous old age at up-

wards of fourscore.

The average of deaths in the parish itsell,

does not exceed three or four per annum ; but as ANy PErsons are
brought from other parishes for interment here, the number of
burials in the course of a year is very considerable,

Hydrography.«— Tweed.— A very insignificant well near T'weed-
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<haws, at the upper extremity of the parish, gives rise to the far-
fumned river Tweed, which runs ten miles through the parish, in a
north-westerly direction, and, after pursuing a beautiful meander-
ing course for ninety wiles farther, loses itself in the German
Ocean at Berwick. The source of the Tweed is half a mile from
Lanarkshire, on the west, and the same distance from Dumfries-
shire on the south, and it is not a little remarkable, that from the
base of one and the same hill, the three celebrated rivers, Tweed,
Annan, and Clyde, take their rise. It may with truth be said, that
though the origin of the Tweed be humble, it is not lowly, as the
spring whence it flows is fully 1500 feet above the sea’s level.
Almost innumerable are the tributary streams in this parish which
the Tweed begins to receive from within two miles of its source,
and which eause it to swell and to amplify as it rolls along.  These
hive the names of waters and buras applied to them aceording to
their relative degrees of magnitude or importance. The Core,
Fruid, and Tala, three waters in this parish, run into the Tweed
from the south-east. ‘The first rises on the lands of Earlshaugh,
and, after running three miles, falls into the Tweed a mile below
Tweedshaws. The second has its origin three miles cast from the
source of the Core, and, after a course of seven miles, joins the
Twoeed a mile above the church.  The third originates in a small
spring half a mile west from Loch Skeen, and descends from the
hills seven or eight miles, when it loses itself in the Tweed below
the church, where a good stone bridge has been erected. There
are in this parish nine burns, marked by the following names, viz.
Tweedhope, (leneraigie, Badlicu, Old F ingland, Menzion, Glen-
riska, Moat, Harestone, and Polmood. These all run in a north-
casterly direction to the Tweed, in which they empty themselves,
‘The only other of any conseqguence is Gameshope burn, which joins
Tala water four miles above the spot where it mingles with the
main viver. These different streams, great and small, have an
abundant supply of trout, par, and cels; and in Tweed at spawn-
ing time, which commences about the end of autumn, salmon of
considerable size often fall victims to the snares of the poacher,
which are commonly the light and the leister. At the bridge over
Tweed is Carlow’s Linn, a small but interesting water-fall, formed
by the rocky bottom over which the river here passes.

There is a lake in the parish worthy of notice, not on account
of its extent, for it is only 586 yards in circamference, but as
being, perhaps, the highest sheet of water in the zouth of Scot-
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land. It ix ecalled Gameshope Loch, and abounds in excellent
trout, though, on acecount of the dark and mossy hue of the water,
I-FH?:;' are of a black eolour. From what has now bheen stated, it
may be mferred that this parish affords opportunities for fisling
such as are seldom to be met with. It is accordingly much re-
sorted to in favourable seasons by the lovers of that sport from
“dinburgh and other quarters.

Every water, and almost every durn, has its range of hills and
its valley, with scenery more or less beautiful, romantic, and inte-
resting. There is high ground on both sides of the main river,
and towards the lower extremity of the parish, the spots of culti-
vation, and fringes of planting which adorn its banks and the adja-
cent hills, give the whole an inland appearance, and eannot fail
to please the eye of the tasteful observer, Near the top of Broad-
law hill, there isa remarkably fine perennial spring ealled (Geddes’s
IWell, and from the Hartfell apa at the south skirt of that moun-
tain, chalybeate waters are transported for the cure of many uleer-
ous disorders.

Geology and Mineralogy.—In this parish, nothing has vet been
discovered to gratify the professed geologist or mjm;rntugi:ur.
Gireywacke and greywacke-slate (whinstone of the peasantry,) and
some other lapideous strata belonging to the order of transition
rocks, are to be found in abundance; but no secondary stratu
have been ascertained to existy, thouoly, from the soft ocutline of
these mountains, it might be supposed that sandstone could he
found beneath the =oil. It does not, however, appear that any at-
tempt has been made by mining or otherwise to make geological
discoveries or observations.  In many places the soil is strong, be-
ing a thick mould formed of earth and moss.  The arable parts of
the parish present a soil in general of a light loam, with gravel and
sandstone at the bottom.

Zoology.— The only rare animal that has been known to frequent
this parish belongs to the feathered tribe, and is called Erue, or
White-tailed Lagle, (the young bird, the Sea Eagle, or Faleo os-
sifragus ; the old bird, the White-tailed Eagle, the Fuleo albi-
cilla,) which at one time used to hatch in an island in Leeh
Skeen, and to nestle among the clefts around Tala Linnfoots.
So great were its ravages among the sheep, that every effort was
made to exiirpate it, and for many years past there has heen rea-
son to think that these efforts were successful.  But in the course
of the season just closed, it reappeared in the swne as well as in
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other parts of the parish, and committed several depredations, it
had well nigh carried off a shepherd’s boy, but fortunately ® was
discovered hovering over its destined vietim, and driven away just
before it had pounced upon its prey. Under this head it would
be unpardonable Lo omit the fidus Adchates, or shepherd’s dog,
whose doeility, sagacity, and vast utility canhot be too highly ap-
preciated. As oceasion requires, and the shepherd issues the man-
date, he either remains on permanent duty as a guard or watch

ovor the flock when his master is necessarily engaged elsewhere, or

he goes round the scattered sheep at a great distance and collects
them, thus relieving the shepherd of the most arduous part of his
labours, and accomplishing feats on ihese mountains which, with-
out Lis doxterous management, could not perhaps be accomplished
4t nl.  Thoese of the true breed bring a high price, varying from
.5 to L. 5, and even L. 6 Sterling.

Botany.~—The carliest spring food for the sheep in this distriet
i= the plant bearing a white cotton head, vulgarly called moss=crop,
i. e. bog cotton, the Firiophorum polystachion of Linnwus.  To
this it is thought Ossian refers when he thus deseribes a certain
heautiful female; # If on the heath she moved, her breast was
whiter than the down of Cana, &e¢.” It begins to spring about Can-
dlemas in propitious scasons, and grows in mossy grnuml. Diraw-
hng, the Fi. vaginatum of Linnwus, suceeeds it in Mareh, and the
sheep gently scize upon the part above ground, Heath is the last
i order, and it being the practice to burn a part yearly, in order
o seeure a1 sucecssion of i, the burnt or young parl is first dis-
cernible.

Tradition as well as living authority informs us, that this country
abounded in wood of a natural growth ; but, partly through the cu-
pidity of proprictors in turning their timber mtao cash, regardless
of the interest of their suecessors, and the beauty of the country,
and partly through the incrensing demand for mutton and broad-
¢loth, the hills are now denuded of their trees, and almost wholly
devoted to pasture for sheep.  Some old ash trees still remain at
Fruid and Hawkshaw, and it is found that larch, bireh, Scotch amd
silver fir, and poplars, agree best with the elimate and soil of this
clevated region. It-is unfortunate that leases are not long enough
fo encourage tenants to plant trees to any extent, but it 1s grati-
fving to be able to report that the Earl of Wemyss and Sir James
Montgomery of Stanhope, Bart. have not been altogether inatten-

tive to this object. In the course of a few years, the young and
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thriving plantations arownd the onsteads at Crook and Harestone,
belonging to the former proprietor, and at Nether Menzion, be-
longing to the latter, cannot fail to add greatly to the beauty and
comfort of the dwelling places,

. Hrisronv.

Accounts of the P rH't'J! - Besides the former Statistical Account
of the parish furnished to Sir John Sinclair by the Rev. J. Muschet,
there 1s a more extended one in the Edinburgh Literary and Sta-
tiﬁr]‘.“ii] ?'I-lEIgEiIElIlL .I! ih lH“I'[‘.T':‘;!Uﬂ,}{E K4 I'l_.:j_'l.ﬁ_'.‘l ]]L'E,:']l 'L'LI"jIl-l,,’Il |'}:_,' t]“—"
Rev. James Gardner, last minister of the parish,

Antiguities.— At the source of the Tweed, and where this pa-
there is a spot called 7weeds-cross,

rish borders on Aonandale,
where stood one of those erections so frequently to be met with on
public roads in this kingdom before the Reformation,—probably
lllil["l.'!ll as devotional land-marks to gllii_l(} travellers from one mo-

nastery to another, Tweed™s eross is ;_;':*:I}x*l‘.'lﬂ} 1];{J||g'ilt io have

been a place of Druidical worship to the sun, and it is more than
probable that it afterwards became a mark of direction on so pre-
carious a pass, as well as a terminate point of division between the
7 Prom its elevated site, 1632 feet above the level of the

shires.
Justly claims a pre-eminence over every other human eree-

sea, 1t
tion of the kind in the south of Scotland.®

Near Earlshaugh, in this vicinity, is a bill called the Crown of
Scotland, for reasons now unknown,

On the right side of the road leading towards the Bield Inn, is
the ﬂil{"}]}!("l‘il house of Badlieu, the property of Lord Forbes, and
well known as the residence of Bertha, so celebrated for her beauty

and her tragical fate. Grimus, King of Scotland, who had a

hunting-seat at Polmood, was captivated by ber charms, and the
birth of a son was the consequence of an illicit connection between
them. Duoring the absence of the king, occasioned by an attempt
on the part of the Danes to invade the northern frontiers of his
kingdom, Bertha, her father, and her child were murdered by as-
sassins employed by the queen. The queen did not long survive
this act of barbarity., The king on his return caused the grave
to be opened, and contemplated with mingled feelings of grief
and horror the three mangled bodies. From that period he lost

* In the immediate neighbourhood of this cross, during a severe snow storm in

February 1831, the guard and driver of the mail couch to Edinburgh were compelleel
to leave the ow wehy and attempted to earey the le stber-hags on their Hh:mhh.r-u « laisk 5a11-
h'rr'l"hltl'."!\' !'I"L'a-ll'lg ..l'_‘:"l'll't{"' fllﬂ ﬂif" J“Hh rtm_:l, Ii]q} E|1_.|_,|'||||.1 l:l.il lll"‘!tl.ll r|_'|'l|[i "'\.'III'I-I\. ]|l|_|;|;_'~|.h.

RN the snows. They h'lill.,{ the bagrs wpon o prole at the sile of the roml, whicl =

stild inarked out to the passing u..'.LEh 0w,
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all relish for the joys of lile, and soon afterwards died on the field
of battle in the eighth year of his reign.

On the opposite side of the T'weed, and close by the road leading
from the church to Menzion house, there are the remains of a
Druidical temple, or Pictish court of justice. Only one stone is
left of a number similar in appearance and size which stood toge-
ther, and whieh have been removed for the purposes of dike-build-
ing, &e. Tt is called the Standing-stone, aml s five feet above
ithe surface of the earth.  From behind it, a person of diminutive
stature, known by the name of Little John, discharged an arrow
at the head of a freebooter of formidable dimensions who greatly
annoyed the peaceful inhabitants, and who, though on the oppo-
site side of the Tweed, was unable to clude the deadly stroke. *
A twmulus at the spot where he fell is still pointed out as the
giant’s grave ; and certain it is that sixteen years ago a labourer,
in removing the stones of a caimn at the spot, found the grave of
some ancient hero, ¢ The sides of it,” says the late incumbent
of this parish, ¢ were all regularly lined with smooth thin stones,
and the top well covered with a large tlag of full length.,”  Irag-
ments of an urn of strong earthen-ware were found within, a piece
of which was brought to the minister at the time.

About thirty years before this event, a grave of the smme deserip-
tion, amd containing an urn, was found under a cairn upon Nether
Oliver, the property of the Earl of Wemnyss.  Aud at a later date,
upon the landsof Menzion, there was found another grave, with side
stones about six feet, and a covering stone two feet thick, and five in
length.  Over this monument there was no cairn or heap of smal-
ler stones. At Fruid, Hawkshaw, and Oliver are vestiges of those
ancient castles, towers, or strengths, of which the strath of Tweed
from this part of Peebles-shire, down to Elibank Tower, and from
thenee to Berwick, exhibits so many relies,

The parish church stands upon an eminence resembling a Saxon
moat, triangular in form, and thirty feet in height. It has some-
times been called Quarter Knwmwe, and supposed to have been a
place of Druidical worship. Forsyth in his Beauties of Scotland
says, that it is generally supposed to be an ancient tumulus, and
is vulgarly called a Roman work.”  Some of the old mhabitants
suppose that it is an elevation left by the conflucnce of the
Tala and Tweed, which they say at one time overflowed the low

* This event is thought to have given rise to the well-known story of Jack the
Gimt Killer.
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grounds now forming the glebe. A veil of mystery hangs over it
which will probably never be dispelled; but as it forms the parish
burial ground, as well as the site of the church, an opportunity is
afforded, every time a grave is opened on the higher parts of the
eminence, of observing the vast accumulation of stones which at
one time or other may have there been brought together by human
hands.

Family of Porteous.—Hawkshaw was formerly, and for upwards
of 1000 years, the residence of the family of Porteous, allowed to
have been the chief of the name ; and the armorial bearing of that
famnily has for a motto,  Let the Hawk Shaw.” Near the dwelling-
house are faint vestiges of a chapel and burial-ground, where the
sculptured head of a monk was found some time ago.

Near Tala Moss, in the same neighbourhood, there is a spot
near which a detachment of sixteen horsemen from Oliver Crom-
well’s camp at Biggar was surprised and barbarously murdered Iy
Porteous of Hawkshaw.

It is also reported that here at one time a number of predatory
barbarians from the English border were attacked and killed hy
the inhnbitants,

Family of Fraser.— Oliver Castle was the paternal seat of the
Frasers.  “ Tlos noble and ancient family,” says Nisbet, * were
originally from France, and settled in Se m].uul so early as the reign
of Achaius 794, codéval with C harlemagne., The lmatmln of this
E‘IT‘-II;::I"JIIT were 'hanes of T.h(_' I. IL of :\f.lr!, and after “4,]!1151 1 1'..1.1_-:,1[—
dale, where they first assumed the naume from the French straw-
herry Frasses. In the reien of Maleolm IV, they possesser d an im-
mense tract of land in the south of Seotl; wnd, particular |~,, in Tweed-
dale, and were dignified with the power of High Sherifl’ of the
county; and in the reigns of Alexander 11, and 1L, and during
the minority of the queen, Sir Simon Frazer, lovd of Qliver Castle,
1292, with ‘the heroism of a sound patriot, fought and defeated,
with the assistance of Cummin and 10,000 Seots, a superior nu-
ber of Edward First’s army, said to have been 30,000 strong, near
Roslin, 27th Febrouary 130: 3. But he did notlong enjoy thesemerited
honours, for, like the renowned Sir William Wallace, he was put
into the hands of Edward, and, like him, died n martyr to his coun-
try’s wrongs. His son being sent into exile in France, left his two
sisters in possession of the estate, who soon after divided the lands
in marriage with Fleming of Wigton,* and Hay of Yester; 4 but,

- .'.lllli.'i.'"~1l.]l" |:l1.L fill." ":Nl't l..l!' l'I-..l-ia‘_’;r-l:lu. r .-1‘||||.:|,".r|:||' III. [ljr ].I,-“'qi::i-. “F ]'u—,;_-udgl;li-;‘.
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hearing of the unexpected success of Robert Bruce, returned to
claim his right, and to support that of his country. The king,
however, on his remonstrance, finding the possessors in nowise wil-
ling to relinquish so valuable a property, granted to him an equi-
valent of lands in the north.” These noble families have now no
interest in Tweeddale. *

There ean be no doubt that the glens and mountains of this pa-
rish were among the favourite haunts of our persecuted forefathers
in the reign of Charles II.  Donald’s Cleugh, in Games-hope, 1s
wenerally understood to have been so named from its being the re-
treat of that sturdy adherent of the Covenant, Donald Cargill, after
he had fled from his charge in the Barony church of Glasgow, in
consequence of the violent persecution directed against the cove-
nanters of the west.+ .

Land-owners,— The chief land-owners in this parish are the Earl
of Wemyss and March, and Sir James Montgomery of Stanhope,
Bart.

Parechial Registers.—"T'he parish registers commence in June
1722, and have been kept with tolerable regularity.

IIL—PorvLarioxn.

In 1755 the population was - v

1773, . . Pt

I 7%, . ; 27

T8, . . 257

1831, S 208
1. WNamber of Ranilies bn the parish, . = - 45
clivily empleyaed in agriculture, - - 24
tra le, manufactures, or handicrait, 5
not in any of these occupations, . |
9, Wmmnber of unmarricd wen, bachelors or widowers, upwards of 50 years of age, 3
wome, including widows, upwards of 45, a
B, The muwmber of persons at present under 15 yeas of age, = 12l
npwards of Fi, - - o

* Duchanan of Auchiar, in his inguiry iuto the genealogy of ancient Seots sir-
names, says, * That great man Sic Simon Frazer, so famous in the reign of Robert
1., was Lord of Tweeddale, ane resided at Ofiver Castle in that county ;" and adds,
that * the Tweedies, now possessors of that enstle and adjacent estate, are supposed
10 be deseended from the ancient Frasers, vow of Lovat and Saltoun.”  How the
Tweedics beenme proprictors of Oliver Castle is varfously conjectured, but it is un-
doubted that they resided st Drummelzicr in James First's time, and were possessors
of alinost the whole lands from Neidpath Castle, near Pecbles, the ancient property
anil ehief residence of the Prasers of Oliver Castle, in this parish, It is thonght that
Drwnmelzier was alienated from them sbout the latter end of James Fifth's time.
P site of the old castle of Oliver is still pointed out at a clumip of trees on high
ground opposite the nanse, but on the other side of the river; and contiguous to it
is the present mansion-house, a plin substantial edifice; the oceasional residence of
Lawrenee Tweedie, Esq. now Laird of Oliver.  As to the origin of the Twecdies,
see Waverley Novels, Introduction to the Betrothed, yp. 6—8.

+ A difforent seeount of that seeluded vegion given by My William Hugg, brother

of the Fttrick Sheplwerd.
PEEBILLN. |
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The decrease of population has been owing to the extension of
farms. The whole property of the parish belongs to nine indivi-
duals, only one of whom ranks as a resident heritor.  There are
only five or six individuals that can be called resident tenants.

Character and Habits of the People,.— The people in general live
in comfort, and scarcely any are unable to lay in their mart for
winter. Poaching prevs ails to a considerable extent both in game
and salmon; but, on the whole, the people are intelligent, moral,
and religious. The shepherd’s plaid is universally worn,

At Tweedhopefoot, two miles north from Tweedshaws, there
lived a well-known character in his day, called Jamie Welsh, and
ironically nick-named the Bairrn of Tweeedhiopefoot, a perfect Milo
in physical strength, huge in corporeal bulk, and having ¢ a fheart
of eak,” in respect of personal courage. kHis putting-stone is still
shown, and it is a heavy lift for any ordinary man. It is said that
he earried a load of meal {16 stones) on his back all the way from
Peebles, a distance of 24 miles, and only rested twice.

IV.—Isnusrav.

Agriculture and Rural Eeconomy.— The number of English acres
actnally under tillage and enclosure does not exceed 300, Bat it
is impossible to caleulate how much is arable, a great proportion
of the mountains being quite capable of eulttvation ; though, from
the expense of lime and other causes, it is not considered an ob-
jeet to bring it into that state.  Oats, barley, turnips, pease, pota-
toes, and artificial grasses are the usual crops, and succeed well.
The average return of grain is six bolls to one sown. There are no
acres in undivided common ; and the number of those under wood
does not exceed 25.

Rent of Land.—The average rent of arable land per acve is 18
The average rate of grazing is L. 3, 105, per ox or cow, and 5s,
per ewe or full-grown sheep pastured for the year. The valued
rent of the parish stood thus in 1819

Earl of Wemyss, L, W33y 7 O
Sir James Montgomery of ""itm'llunw Hnrt . THF O 6
Anderson of Cartevhope, . . 278 1a 1o
Laord Forbes, . . . . am 7 oo
Scott ol Fingland, . . . . 247 9 2
Stewart of ILawkshaw, . . . 288 12 O
Twoedie of Oliver, . . 215 13 4
Welsh of Earlshaurh sl TWLmiﬁhaw-a, . 18y 0 0
Stewart of Glenbreck, . ] . i72 7 O

Total in Seoteh money, . . 3062 6 O
ftate of Wages.—A good man-servant gets L. 12 per annum;

and if married, a house in addition, and sometimes a cow’s grass, il
H
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e does not recetve victuals from his master,  Averyeapable servant-
Wit 1R LY g'[:'!';l-\. af I;I_I:II il l_l-r I,, 6 i!l_"l' HIINILTNl. '.!\I-]‘[‘!L'il:'llti{\?‘ ['.Ilq'”':'_f{‘.'
25, G, per day with victuals, and 8s. without victuals.

Sheplierds —— That very uscful class of men receive as wages
45 sheep, (which may be valued at 7s. eacly,) 3 loads, or 6 h::uih.,
of meal (per anoum,) a cow, and dwelling-house, with a gar-
den or jpotato l}lul. In some cases, where the I'.]].'lr"_l:‘i‘! 15 exten-
sive, two or three mileh cows are allowed; and if a 5}.u~pimrd has
lo a*mpin}- iL s0n, OF any youhg iman, as an assistant, a propor-
tion of meal and sheep is granted for his wages and maintenance.
Being more in the capacity of stewards or overseers than secvants,
our shepherds have much confidence reposed in them by their
masters, or rather emplovers, and enjoy advantages and comforts
ﬂ.'[II'I'L.'.‘-G}]l}J]l“I'IH" to the Eltlpm'l;tm:ﬂuf the station they occupy. 'I*ha‘.':.'
are seldom removed from their situation; their fidelity nsures it
to them till vld age unfits them for the discharge of its duties, and
often 1t descends from father to son.

Hushandry.—Smearing of sheep is universally practised, and tar
and palm-oil forming a cheaper preparation, and no less efficacious
than others that have been recommended, is now very generally
used, though, to prevent the undue preponderance of the first
named ingredient, many add a considerable proportion of butter
and train-oil.  Light stocking is carefully attended to, and ewe
milking is almost entirely abandoned. At the great show of the
Highland Society at Dumfries, Mr James Welsh of Earishaugh,
who is the present tenant of Carterhope, gained the highest pre-
mium for black-faced, and Mr William Aitchison, present tenant
of Menzion, for Cheviot.  The former has for upwards of two
vears past tried the experiment of crossing the whole of Carter-
hope ewes with the Leicester breed of tups, which 1s found to
succeed well.  The price obtained for 600 sold at Laverpool last
vear was 14s, 6d., which he considered a zood return.

In this parish there are 16,000 sheep, of which 9,000 are Che-
viot or white-faced, and the remaining 7,000 are black faced. The
former were introduced about thirty years ago, and, on account of
the superior quality of the wool, are allowed to give the best return,
especially when reared on land grassy and dry. But as the latter
are generally supposed to be a hardier race, some give them the
preference as best adapted for high, wet, and badly sheltered situa-
tions, though the opinion of some of the most intelligent, judicious,
and experienced of our store-masters is decidedly against this notion,
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About fifty years ago draining commenced in this parish on
large scale, and at a rough ealeulation not less than 80,000 roods
have undergone that process. Catching of moles, building of stells
or shelters for the sheep in stormy nights, and erecting march
dikes or fences between different farms, are great improvements,
and ‘much has been done in these respects of late. The unce-
mented or Gualloway dike is preferred as a fence for sheep. The
duration of leases for such farms as this parish contains is extreme-
ly various, being 4, 6, 8, 14 to 19 years. ‘The farm-houses arc
all slated and built of stone and lime, and most of them are two
stories high. Several of the shepherds’ houses are built of stone
and lime, and covered with slate.

The greatest obstacle to improvement is the distance of lime
and extent of land carriage for all kinds of material. A single
cart of lime when every thing is hired costs 13s. or 14s.

Produce.~The average value of raw produce yearly raised in
the parish, as nearly a: ean be ascertained, is as follows ;

Oats at 1ds. Gd. per boll, Imrle;.r at 225 poer boll, and pease at 200s,

per boll, the only geains coltivated o the parvish, P 3053 14 0

« Puotatoes at 35 per holl, - - . 1431 15 0
Turnips at H0s. per acre, - - - B 4 0
Moadow hay at 4d. per stone, - - - M7 6
Cudtivated do. at Gd. per stone, - - - 6115 0
Wool at the present prices, not less than 185, per stone, L T | I |

| P L 1 I B

Vi—Parocuiar Ecoxomv.,

Market-Town.—The nearest market-town is Biggar, which is
twelve miles from the Crook Inn. In the parish there is no village
of any description.

Means of Communication.— There are post-chaises and horses
at Crook, where is also our post-oftice. The great road from 15din-
burgh to Dumfries by Moftat runs ten miles through the parish;
and, as the mail-conch passes along 1t daily, it is of course kept in
a state of excellent repair.

Licclesiastical State.—"T'he church is scarcely two miles from the
lower extremity of the parish, and, consequently, some of the pa-
rishioners have to travel eight miles in order to veach it, It was
built in 1648, and is at present in good repair. It accommodates
160 individuals, and about 30 free sittings are afforded by the
communion seats, which, however, have lately been removed to
make way for a stove during the severer months in winter; but in
summer, when required for the greater attendance at that time,

they are rep]m‘bd.
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The manse was built thirty-six years ago, and, along with the
church, has just been receiving extensive repairs. .

The glebe contains @ acres and 17 fal¥s Scots measure, of ex-
cellent quality, and may be worth L. 20 Sterling per annum.

1'he churel, manse, and glebe are situated on a beautiful penin-
sula formed by the junction of Tweed and Tala. The stipend 1s
14 chalders, with L. 8, 6s. 8d. for ecommunion elements. Of va-
lued teind there is about L. 60, which is paid in money, without
conversion into meal and barlev. The last augmentation was aaly-
tained in 1821, leaving the teinds unexhausted.

The parishioners are all attached to the Established church, and
sttend its services, with the exceptionof twao individuals, who had been
brought up in Secession principles at Peebles, aml gpenerally attend
a mecting-house at Biggar, though they frequently appear along
with their family at the parish chureh. The communicants are
120, and, considering the seattered state of the population, and the
distance of many from the house of prayer, the usual attendance at
——Besides the p;arlsh school, there are occasionally
-ed for the convenience of a few families at

Divipe ordinances is remarkably good.

Felueation.-
two private teachers hn
a4 distanee. The branches taught in the parish school, besides the
ordinary ones, are aeography, French, Latin, and Greek. The sa-
fary is L. 32 Hh~1~léug per annum; and school fees amount to about
[..12 more. The legal accommodation of a dwelling-house is af-
furded. The parden 1s only one~half of the legal allowance, but in
Licu of the other hall, one boll of meal 15 granted.  For teaching

reading the master charges 8s,, writing, 105, arithmetic, 125, Latin

and Greek, 14s. per annun.
aor and Paroclial Froneds,—="There was t'ul"t'l'u?l‘l"':. a voluntary

assessment among the hentors, but at present there 15 N asscss=-

ment of nuy kind,  The anly support for the poor s derived from
the weekly collections at clureh,—the proceeds of mortcloth and
proclamations of banns. The spirit of independence is very strong
among the people of this parish, and great aversion 1is generally
felt to receiving aid from the poor-box, as 1t is called, There 18
at present only one pensioner on the poors’ funds, who receives
15, 3d. per week. Foreign mendicity annoys us greatl}', and the
conveyance of ceipples, &c. from hence to Moffat, on the one hand,
(filteen mules}) and to Broughton, on the other (eight miles,)
forms, as might be expected, a very important item in our annual
expenditure.  The annual amount arising fromall the usual sources
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combined for the support of the poor, does not reach at an averge
L. 10 Sterling.

Lnns.— There are thrée of these in the parish, but, being situ-
ated on the turnpike road, they may be considered necessary for
the accommodation of travellers. At the same time they are, to
a certain extent, demoralizing in their influence, especially on the
habits of those who live in their vicinity.  From the responsibility
attached to the office of shepherds in this district, where they are
entrusted with almost the whole management, men of truly up-
right characters have been generally selected, and it certainly
speaks volumes in favour of their principles, that few of them are
at all injuriously affected by the temptations which the contiguity
of taverns seldom fails to present.

uel.— Coal of good quality eannot be procured nearer than
Douglas, twenty-six miles distant, and of course it is an expensive
fuel.  But excellent peat abounds in the parish, which is of im-
mense value, as respects the comfort of the poor.  SBueh was the
wetness of the summer 1830, that it was searcely procurable, and
coals were used in most houses during the following winter; and
persons upwards of seventy years of age had recourse to this kind
of fuel who had never seen it in their houses before.

April 1834,
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