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' PARISH OF ETTRICK.

PRESBYTERY OF SELKIRK, SYNOD OF MENSE AND TEVIOTDALE,

THE HEV. JAMES SMITH, MINISTER.

L—TorocrarHy avp NaTvral Histony.

Name, &c—In a charter of Alexander 11. to the monks of
Kelso, the Ettrick of Selkirkshire is repeatedly mentioned by the
various names of ¢ Ettric and Ethyric.” The name is of doubtful
origin. ¢ Ritrigh in Gaelic signifies a furrow or trench.  Eithrach
in the same language means a wilderness.,” Again, the Ed of the
language of the British Aborigenes signifies a current, and Terig,
mud ; both names being characteristic of this river when its waters
are raised * and agitated by the mountain-torrents.

In the last Statistical Account, the parish has been described as
being at an average ten miles long by tenbroad ; but in a late sur-
vey published by Oliver and Boyd (1828) its area in square miles
has heen stated at 68,69 miles or 43,968 imperial aeres. Tt is
bounded on the north by the parish of Yarrow, and touched by
Meggat in Peebles-shire ; south and west by the Parishes of Moffat
and Eskdalemuir in Dumfries-shire ; and on the east, by a part of
Yarrow and Roberton.  Its surface is hilly and mountainous.  The
hillsare beautifully rounded, and are almostall covered withrich green
grass from top to bottom: Two or three indeed are spotted with
heath, which only adds by its variety to the beauty of the scenery.

* Mr Jomes Hogg, in his Statisties of Selkirkshire, published in the 18th number of
the Quarterly Jowmnal of Agriculture, says, < In old dewls aoed charters it is frst found
writlen Alterick, then Atterick and finally Eteerick.  Atterick is really as good
Gaclie as a horderer could spell.  Alterick signifies the rising stream, or streain of the
rapid aseent.”
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G0 SELKIRKSHIRE.

Ettrick-pen, the highest of these, has been stated (above the level

of the sea) at - - - - 2200 fect,
Wardlaw, - - - - - 1986
Old Ettrick hill,* - - - - 1860

Meteorology.— The following is a table of the mean temperature
of the atmosphere, as observed at Thirlestane, the scat of Lord
Napier, for the four following years, 1821, 1822, 1823, 1824,

Winter. Spring. Sumater, At M.
1821, 36° 42°,3 o4°.3 47°.:3 44°.9
1822, 36 .3 4.3 H6 .9 44 .9 45 .4
1823, 35 .3 41 .9 52 46 .5 43 .7
15324, 33 .7 39 52 42 .3 42 .2

The following is a table of the prevailing winds for the same four
years, as observed by Mr Alexander Laidlaw, Bowerhope, on the

borders of the parish.
Dhirections of the Wil

wW. N.W. N NE E  SE 5. S. W.

1821, 68 27 7 20 38 17 21 127

1822, a8 20 11 19 H) 13 36 112

1823, &1 33 18 11 39 24 31 2

1824, tid 51 4 34 40 9 17 101

The following is also a table of the weather, as kept by the same
observing individual for the same four vears.

Fair. Hain. Silow.
1821, GO 147 o
1822, 168 163 34
1823, 155 153 ¥y
1824, 168 153 45

Hydrography.—The Loch of the Lowes spreads itself ai the
northern boundary of the parish, through which the drain-like
stream which forms the Yarrow makes its way. This lake is far
inferior to St Mary’s, which is only separated from it by a very
narrow neck of land ; St Mary’s being about three miles long, half
a mile broad, and from twenty-eight to thirty fathoms deep, while
the Lowes is only one mile long, a quarter of a mile broad, and
about twelve fathoms in depth. The Ettrick, on the south side of
a range of hills, called, * the back-bone of the country,” rises from
among a few rushes between Loch-fell and Capel-fell, two miles
above Potburn, said to be the highest farm-house above the level

* 1t is supposed that these elevations of the hills, as taken from the county map,
are somewhat less than their actual height above the level of the sea.
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of the sea in the south of Scotland, It is fed by many a little rag-
ing mountain-torrent.  When it is small, and viewed from the top
of the nlls in a fine sunny day, it 15 like a thread of silver; but
when raised by the storms and the rain, it bids defiance to all its
banks, and sweeps over the adjoining haughs with the raging fury
of a * mountain sea.”  After o course of about thirty miles N, E.,
the Ettrick loses itself in the Tweed, between Sunderland Hall and
Abbotsford.  T¥maf, a small rivulet, rises on the heights between
the parishes of Eskdalemuir and Ettrick, which, after a course of
about six miles in nearly a northern direction, falls into the Ettnick
at Ramsay-cleugh, about a mile below the kirk. Reankle-burn,
another stream, rises also between the parishes of Ettrick and
Eskdalemuir. It is celebrated by the song of the maid of Rankle-
burn, and by tradition, for being the place where the ancient pro-
genitors of the family of Buecleuch first took up their residence ;
{ Satehells. ) Alter passing in a direction similar to the Timah,
it falls into the Eitrick, opposite to the old grey dingy ruins of
the tower of Tushiclaw.

Grenlogy.— The stratification of the range of hills in this dis-
trict runs in general from 8. W, to N. E. with a variety of
dips.  The rocks are of the transition series. Tt is wholly
schistose, eonsisting of greywacke and clay-slate.  The hills
are therefore of a rounded form, and indicate the formation to
which they belong. There are no interesting fossils or minerals
found in the country, A picce of antimony glance was picked up
in the chunnel of a little burn near the source of the Ettrick,
some time ago, but though considerable search has been made
sinee, no more has yet. been found.  Iron pyrites has also been
collected in the romantic linus of the Ettrick. At Meuera, near
the Lochs, a black rock has been sometimes visited by the admirers
of nature, which some have pronounced to be glossy alum slate; it
has the appearance of bone.  Almost every kind of =oil is 1o be met
with here. But there is in general a deep moss on the top of the hills.
This becomes by mixture of sand or gravel, mossy gravelly soil,
There is often again a cold stiff clay on the sides, or near to the bot-
tom of the hills; this again by mixture of sand or gravel, forms a
new and different kind of bed for the plants and grasses.  But the
baughs on the sides of the river are in general of a fine elfuvial soil,
washed from the hills and formed on the banks. The soil, indeed,
of whatever kind, is in general good, and would bear erops of wheat,
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6H2 SELEINKESITINE.

but the climate being cold, damnp, and late, we could not expect
it to ripen ; therefore no such erop is ever attempted to be raised.

Zoology.— It may be noticed under this head, that till of late we
have been but little visited by small birds of the singing kind. Now,
among the young plantations, we hear the blackbird and the thrush,
and a nameless train vieing with their notes to outdo the faverock,
the ancient songster of the forest.  And we may add that the words
of Wordsworth are sometimes no fiction,

# The swans on sweet St Mary's lake,
Float doulde, swan and shadow. ™

Sea-trout and salmon, when the rivers are flooded in the winter
season, make an excursion up the Ettrick, the Timah, and Rankle-
burn, and they often even find their way into some of the smaller
tributaries.  But trout, perch, and pike, are the only natural and
permanent inhabitants of all our waters.

Botany.— Though the country be alpine, we have not discover-
ed any rare alpine plants in it.  Among the long grass interspersed
with sprefts may be seen the orchis in many of its beautiful varie-
ties ; the meadow eardamine [ Carduamine pratensis ), with its lovely
lilac petals ; and among marshes, the white Parnassian grazs ( Par-
nassia palustris )y and butter plant ( Pingnedewldea valgaris ). The plants
of Eriophorum (" Eriophorum vaginatum ) or cotton-grass, in the mos-
ses or among the black bent, or heath, are like so many little tufts of
cotton waving in the breeze, or sparkling in the sun.  The luek-
en-gowan, { Trollius Europaus ), is met with also very frequently
among the meadow grounds, or the low sloping sides of the hills,
And the cloud-berry, (Rubus chamemorus ), is pathered on some
of the mountain tops. These are samples of the Flowers of the
Forest.

The grasses found here, as connected with soil, and with the
feeding of the flocks, are more interesting, as they are more useful.
Decr-hair, (Seirpus caspitosus ), is generally found on a thin mossy
soil, mixed with heath ; it is only of service for summmer pasture.
Stool bent, ("Juncus squarrosus ), rises where there is a consider-
able mixture of sand with the soil; this is an evergreen, and is
preferable to the deer-hair. It has been called ¢ an excellent
bait,” being a hardy perennial.  White hent, [ Nardus stricta ),
and flying bent, { Aire eerulea ), are also less valnable, being less
durable, living and dying in autumn with the deer-hair, and leav-

ing a whiteness” on .the hills like the decay of winter, and straw-
4
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hike rustling leaves, ever borne and wafted by the wind in gusts
amony the hills.  But of the three following, we believe, the shep-
herd would say, we could scarcely speak too highly. 1. Erioplorum
vaginatum, which in its youngest state is ealled moss-erops, is
greedily pulled up by the sheep; in a farther advanced state it is
called ling or loing.  This, to speak in the words of one who has
long observed its advantages, is a very valuable spring pasture ; it
is a hardy perennial, and affords a grateful and nourishing food.
2. Sesleria ceerulea, blue moor-grass, or pry, is also a hardy
perennial. It resists the severity of the winter. It remains green
through the spring months, and is one of the most valuable of all our
mountain grasses. 3. Juncus acutiflorus, sprett, is very abundant
among the hills, It grows most luxuriantly on a wettish soil. While
it serves for pasture, it 1s chiefly cut for hay, during the automnal
months ; and, while it is very serviceable for the black cattle during
the winter, a portion of it is usually kept for the sheep, in ease
of a “ lying storm.” *

The name VForest, implies that the district was once “the land
of trees.” But the frechooters and mess-troopers in the time of
James ['V. cut and destroyed many of them, and even John Mur-
ray, the Shenilf of Sclkirkshire, who should bhave protected the
rights of his royal master, has his name enrolled among the num-
ber of the delinquents, At last, James V. we are told, “showed
a disposition to change the forest into what it now is,—a sheep-walk,
by stocking a part of it with extensive flocks” There are now
but few remains of the ancient forest, An old tree may be seen
here and there, and sometimes a few together, to mark both the
antiquity, and the natural features of the wood of the country. The
kinds of the natural wood must have been very numerous. We
have counted between twelve and fourteen in one wide cleugh alone.
The prevailing, however, are the ash, the mountain-ash, the birch,
the alder, the willow, the thorn, &¢. But while the natural wood
is dwindling, decaying, and dying, several young plantations are
rising, flourishing, and waving among our hills, and all seem to
indicate that the forest can yet support and nourish them.

IL.—Civin Hisrony.
Eminent Men.— Alexander Cunningham, the historian, was a
native of this parish; and his father, Alexander Cunninghan, was

* For a list of the différent grasses, see the article ¥ SELxinesnirg,” it the Edin-
burgh Encyclopredia,
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G4 SELEIRKSHIRE.

minister of the parish. He was educated at Selkirk school, and
originally destined for the church. During the reign of George 1.
he was appointed Minister to the State of Venice, and retained his
functions from 1715 to 1720. Long after his death his Latin his-
tory came into the possession of Dr Hollingberry, Archdeacon of
Chichester. The original has not been published, but a spirited
translation, exceuted by William Thomsom, LL.D. made its ap-
pearance under the title of ¢ The History of Great Britain from
the Revolution in 1688 to the Accession of George the First.,”
Lond. 1787. 2 vols, 4to.*

In an old house at Ettrick Hall, about a quarter of a mile from
the church, with its gable standing to the road, and a broken win-
dow, through which a traveller may peep into the dark damp in-
terior, was born and nursed # the Ettrick Shepherd.”

s Flere first I saw the rising morn ;
Here first my infant mind unfurld,
To judge this spot where I was born
The very centre of the world.”

In this parish the truly patriotic and benevolent Lord Napier has
his usual residence. * This nobleman, the descendant of the great
Napier,” to use the words of a popular writer,  has, for some years
past, employed his time and talents, together with much money, in
improving the stock on the hills, and introducing intoa district, hi-
therto bound up in its own natural wildness, all the attributes and
amenities proper to the most civilized regions.”—*¢ His enthusiasm
has been one of benevolence, and from the full half of the beautiful
cottages he has planted in this wilderness, the prayers of the widow
and the orphan nightly ascend to Heaven in his behalf.”

In this parish rest the remains of the Reverend Thomas Boston,
sometime its minister. On his monument, on a white marble ta-
blet, is the following inscription :(—* As a testimony of esteem for
the Reverend Thomas Boston Senior, whose private character was
highly respectable ; whose public labours were blessed to many;
and whose valuable writings have contributed much to promote the
advancement of vital Christianity, this monument (by the permis-
sion of relatives) is erected by a religious and grateful publie, A. D,
1806. He was born at Dunse March 17, 1676. Ordained to
the pastoral charge of Simprim September 21, 1699; removed

= OFf this history Ir Thomson says, * We shall find reason to pronounce it ajust
and legitimate composition, and perhaps to rank its author in the first elass of our his-

torinnsg.”
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ETTRICK. 6

from thence to ISttrick, May 1, 1707; and died May 20, 1732,
leaving a widow and four children.”

Land-oeners.— The following noblemen and gentlemen are the
chief proprietors and land-owners at present.  His Grace the Dukeof
Buecleueh and Queensberry, proprietor of Buceleuch Easter and
Wester, Anelshope, Crosslee, Deephope, Gair, and Roplaw Shiel.
The right Honourable Lord Napicer of Thirlstane, Gamescleugh,
Seabeleugh, and Craighill.  The IiLveremi T. G. Torry Anderson
of Tosluelaw and ffacr'lb'mk &,

Larochial Register—"The parish register of Ettrick commences
i 1693,  The Heverend James M*Mihan stands on the first page
surrounded with his twelve elders. Each of these elders had his
proper district assigned him, and the religious duties pointed out
which he was to perform. One part of the duty was, that * two
should watelt in thew ture on the Sabbath, to see that none with-
drew from public worship, and that there might be no disorder about
the doors, &e.”  The records during the ten yearsof Mr M‘Mihan’s
incumbency are interesting,® l"mu‘ vears after his translation to
Hownam, Mr Boston was ealled to the parish.  He has ranged the
births and baptisms by themselves,—has kept a separate portion
for proclunations and marriages,—and we have his thickly written
quarto—-* the book of discipline.” The records show he was a dis-
ciplinavian indeed. 4

Antiquities, §e.—This parish has been sometimes called the unit-
ed parishes of Ettrick and Bucelench,  If we were to take the ex-
tent of territory, indeed, belonging to the Buecleuch portion as a
reason for entitling it to the name of parish, these lands are together
as extensive as the lands of ancient Ettrick ; but, in ¢ a decreet of
disjunction of eertan lands (viz. the lands of Deepup, Mount com-
mon, Gremmelscleach, Ettrick-side, Anelshope, Buceleuches Easter
and Wester, Tushielaw, Cacrabank and the Corslies,) from the

* Bomething of the history of the people and the times wmay be gleaned from the
reeords. At one time we tind him with the greatest difficulty obtaining heather, thack,
and divafs, to keep the kirk and manse in repair ; at another he is seen ¢ scraping™ for
the peor ; and anen making eotlections for the Dursars,—for the captives of Barbary,——
for the harbour of Cullen,—for the bridges of Lanark and Melrose,—for the Chiureh of
Holland, &e.  We rend also that Tushiclaw should buy a mort-cloth with the collee-
tion made at the saerament—and © speak for o bell if it be cheap.”

+ The registration of baptisins is regularky kept, as far we have been able to lears,
from 1603 e 1711, But there is a blank between 1711 and 1725, which we cannot g
cowirt for ; the Daptisms of 1723 being immediately after the baptisms of 1711 in the
same volume,  This may be one reason why there has been in a certain quarter, and
still isy ok may yet be, el fruitless litigation ! !

SELIKTN R, K
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parish of Yara and annexation of the same to the parish of Eutrick,
dated 23th May 1650, we find the following reasons for their dis-
union from the one, and for their annexation to the other; these
lands were ¢ Iyant far distant from their auin paroch kirk,” they were
therefore annexed to Ettrick  qubarunto they Iy mair ewest.”
Bucelenel.~In the lonely vale of Rankle-burn, surrounded by
a dense mass of hills, are the two forlorn farm-steadings of the
Buccleuchs. A deep ravine, near the road leading from them
to Hawick, is pointed out as the place where the buck was shain,
and which gave, aceording to tradition, their name amd title to the
family of Buccleuch.  Let the limping lines of old Satchels carry
us thither,
% Cionnl Lovweeled Seot, T ihink lis book e trae,
O Tankle-bure is designed Boceleueh now ;
Yot in his book no balls vead b,
biowas buek's eleneh, be read to ome :
Il told me the name, the place, the spot,
Cine all by the husting of the buack.

In Seotiand no Doecleucl woas thens
PBefisre the baek in the eheoeh was sknin,™

A small crook, in the steepest part of the eleuch, about half-way
between the east-house and the mill-dam-ford, {(which is a pool or
ford on the Hawick road,) is pointed out as the place where the
buck was taken; but, if Satehels be correct, it was not here the
buek was slan, for he says,

“ The very place where the huck was slain,
TEe bt o stone lonse, and there T didd remnin™

Now the foundations of such a house, as we might coneeive it
should be, were dug up between three and four years ago, and up-
on the spot has been builty within these twelve months past, the
farm-house of Easter Buccleuch. ¥ In the buek’s eleuch are the
marks of the site of an old mull.

¢ For they built a mill on that same burn,
To grind dogs bran, tho' there grew no corn.”

Fifty years ago, the walls of this mill were * knee high ;" now they

& « There are no vestiges of any building at Buccleuch, exeept the site of a cha-
pely &e.” says Sir Walter Seott in his notes to the Lay of the Last Minstrel ; and all
the writers we have scon giving a deseription of this ancient and Famed spot, ase near-
ly the same language.  But we are inclined to think that the family of Buecleuch
had once a barenial residenee here.”  Scc in the Nofes to the Loy of the Last Min-
sirel, an account of this spot written by the person who dug up the foundations.
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ETTRICK. 67

are only a rude outline, being a very little above the ground, over-
grown with moss.  About a Scotch mile above the farm-steading,
and elose on the Rankle-burn, is to be seen the lonely spot on
which once stood the noted kirk or chapel of Buceleuch. There
is still here to be seen the feeble outline of the old wall, with the
kirk-vard dike ; and around the whole is the crumbling form of a
stell or fuuld, for the sheep on the farm at certain seasons. The
marks wliere houses seemm to have stood, are stll visible on the

burn side.

Tushielow.— Passing from Buccleuch, we come upon the gray
ruins of the tower of Tushielaw, on the side of a hill near the road
on the Ettrick, which seem to request a moment’s inspection. It
is not easy to say whether it 1s more famous in song, in tradition,
or in the realitics connected with its listory. A powerful family
of the name of Scott were once its inhabitants ; and they were not
more powerful than famoeus, as freebooters and moss-troopers.  In
1502, ¢ Patrick Twrnbull, in Walchope, produced a remission
for resetting, supplying, and intercommuning with Archibald and
Ninian Armstrangis, and William Scott, son of David Secott of
Tushielaw, in their stouthreifs, slaughters, burnings, and other
erimes committed by them.”  And there is a famous tradition that
Adam Secott, (probably brother of the said William,) conunonly
ealled the King of Thicves, on heing taken by King James V. one
morning before breakfast, was hung on an ash tree over his own
gate ; along the principal branches of which it is zaid there are still
to be scen the wicks and hollmes formed by the ropes on which many
an unhappy wight had been suspended by the rigorous and power-
ful baron.* It is to this noted chief of the border we find granted
i ¢ Remission for treasonably breaking prison, and his warde within
the eastle of Ldinburge, apud Edinburge,” November 28, 1305,
Nearly twenty vears after this, ( March 25, 1525,) we stumble on

* The tradition is undoubtedly incorreet.  Adam Seot, enlled the King of Thicves,
was tricd, eonvicted, and helieaded, at Edinburgh, on the 18 May 1530 Piteairn's
Criminal Trials, wol. i. p. 145.  The words of the record are as follows: « 1o3,
Maii 18, Adam Seot of Tnscholaw, convicted of art amnd part of theftously taking
Black mnil from the time of his entry within the eastle of Edinburgh; in ward, from
John Brown in Hoprow ; and of are and part of thefrously taking black mail frons
Andrew Thorbrand, and Willimw his brother ; and for art and part of theftously tak-
ing of binek mail from the poor twenants of Hopeenibzow ; aned of art and part of theft-
ously tuking black mail from the tepants of Eschescheill.  DBeheaded.  Quhbaerfor
the king caused hang the 1&h May Willion Cockburn of Henderlande, and Adame
Scott of Tuschelaw, thivves apprehendit in Felinburgh, to tevrifie otheris j—and ey
were heidit, and theiv heidis fixit upon the Tolbuith of Edinbuarg."”
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his name among a list of border harons who agreed to assist the
Eurle of Angus to stanch thift, reifl, slaughter, &c. &e.

Thirlstane.— About two miles above Tushielaw stands the old
tower of Thirlstane surrounded by a few venerable ash trees.  The
young springing wood serves as a guard both for the old baronial
castle and the lately erceted seat of the family of Thirlstane.

Gameselewch.—On the opposite side of the Ettrick is to be seen
a pretty distinct outline of the tower of Gamescleuch. In the genea-
logy of Scott, &e. in the possession of Lord Napier, it is said:
¢ John Seott of Thirlestane married a daughter of Scott of Allan-
haugh, by whom he had four sons, Robert, his heir, and Simon,
called Long-spear, who was tutor of Thirlstane, and built the tower
of Gainescleugh.

Old Chapels, &c¢.—Near the farm-house of Kirkhope, (on the
Ettrick,) the place of an old kirk steading is still visited 5 its site is
so covered with grass and moss, however, that its dimensions are
barely discernible.  Near the farm-house of Chapelhope (on
the side of the lakes,) is the place of the steading of another
chapel. It is now grown over with moss, but the enclosure and formm
of the foundations of the chapel are still perfectly distinct.  There
is yot something like the appearance of the rows of graves ; and not
many years back, some ¢ muggers” deposited in these romantic
and sequestered grounds the remains of one of their dead.

There have no coins been dug up in the parish in o far as we
know. Anold tripod or urn, and two axiform stones, small toward
the middle, probably used for the skinning of the red deer, were
found some years ago, and are now in the possession of Lord Na-
pier. The cane, and what is said to have been the small sword,

of Boston, are still preserved in the parish.

IIL.—PorvLation.

It appears from tradition,—from the amount of church collec-
tions,—from the number of paupers on the roll on the sessional re-
cords,—and from the number of small farms, with the farmers and
their families residing on them, that the population 140 years ago
must have been much greater than at present.  The following is
the state of the population subseguently.

In the year 1753, . . a7
— 1760, . : 470

I8, . o 440
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ETTRICK. 69

Inn thie year 1821, . . 475
sl . . ¥l

The average of baptisms for these last four years, viz. from 1829
to 1832, both inclusive, is 18; of marriages, 33 of deaths, 7. The
number of families in the parish is 89,

The number of persons employed in agriculture is 75 ; in ma-
nufactures, retail trade, or handicraft, 24; of professional or other
educated men, 4; of labourers not agricultural, 37. The only re-
sident proprietor is Lord Napier.

The people speak the dialect of the forest, which is simple and
soft in its tones, and, we should think, rather agreeable to the ear of
a stranger. They are a reading people, and well-informed on almost
every subject.  We can still trace amongst them the sceds of the
gospel as sown here by the venerable Boston.  They are quiet and
inoffensive, and scem to cultivate all the dispositions which tend to
peace and good agreement, to religion and morality.

IV.—Ixpusriry.

Agriculture and Rural Econony—The number of acres in the
parish has been stated at 43,968, Of these about 217 are under
the plough, and about 163 acres more might be profitably cultiva-
ted.  Above 270 are planted and beautified with thriving young
wood.  About 43,086 acres are constantly waste, or in permanent
pasture, whereof 120 are meadow. Hard and soft wood alike
rejoice in the soil ; and were the lands only proteeted indeed from
the flocks, we could almost believe “ that every foot of ground
would again spring up in natural wood.” There are besides about
2700 acres now enclosed.  Of these there are one or more fields
of greater or less extent on every farm.

The parish consists of twenty-nine farms, there being no coni-
mon lands now.  Of these, nine are only occeupied by resident te-
nants, the remaining twenty being led farms.  Those tenants who
do reside amongst us are mostly bachelors,—vespeetable in the
world,—and as wealthy and well-doing as the pressure of these hard
past times will admit.  But the day seems coming when every
farm must have its own tenant, with his growing and flourishing
young family around him, like the shepherds and shepherdesses of
our border legends,

Rent of Land, §e—The hills and low lands taken together,
though in general fertile and productive, as far as the climate will
admit, and rich as pasture, vet, owing to the distance from mar-
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kets, and to the nature and guality of the food reguired for
the flocks, &c. let at an average of from 2s. 6d. to 135s. an aere.
A cow can be grazed for 40s.; an ox for about 43, ; and a sheep
for 5s. through summer and winter: the grazing of an ox being
about nine times the annual grazing of one sheep.

Breeds of Live Stock, §e.— From the time of King James,”
savs Mr Hogg in his Statistics of Selkirkshire, * down to the year
1785, the black-faced, or forest breed, had continued to be the
sole breed of sheep reared in the district, and happy had it been
for the inhabitants had no other been infroduced to this day.
However, about that period, the farmers in the castern division of
the county began to introduce the Cheviot breed, which, for the
space of ten vears, continued 1o creep westward, by slow degrees,
till the vear 1796, when the demand for Cheviots began to in-
erease so rapidly, and still to go on progressively, till it absolutely
grew little better than the tulipo-mania that once seized on the
Duteh.”  Ettrick had soon her complement of this new breed,
They first appeared on the farm of Crosslee.  Shordly after they
were to be seen spreading and feeding on all our pastures; and
in spite of the indignation of the old shepherd at the razh conduct
of his voung master, the black-faced * ewie wi” the crooket horn™
was banished entirely from her native hills,

On two or three farms, a few vears back, the * old black-laced”
had again made their appearance ; bur they begin again to de-
erease 3 for they find they are onls weleome where the © white-
faced gentry” will not thrive.  Notwithstanding the regrets of the
¢ shepherd,” therefore, we rathec think the Cheviots will continue
to be our permanent friends and favourites.  The number of sheep,
as near as we ean guess, may be about 26,000, The cattle
here are of inferior concern. The cows are gencrally short-
horned, or of the Avrshire breed.  Highland kvloes are begin-
ning to be introduced on two or three farms, to pasture among
the flocks on the hills, The practice is most commendable,
They feed on the leavings of the sheep.  "I'hev bring the rough
pasture to a bearing for producing a more plentiful erop of pas-
ture-grass ; and a double advantage 12 gained, for a double erop
is maintained and obtained, while the whole pasturage on which
they feed is emriched, bettered, increased, and prepared for a
plentiful revival on the following spring.  The whole number of

black cattle at Whitsunday (1832,) was 389, and of horses 58.
i
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Produce—~The average gross amount and value of raw produce
yearly raised in the parish may be as follows:

108 neres oats mivd barley, at L. 4 per acre, - - L. 432
O —— potatoc aml terndp, - - = - - 31
54 grass, at L. 3 per acee, = . - - 12
T —— meadow, ot D2 T per aeee, - . - Ky

R LE

F2NGHF = pasture, - - - - -

L. 127405

Pustoral Socicly.—* "Fo facilitate the provement of live
stoek,” says Mr Alexander Laidiaw, an observing and intelligent
farmer, < the first pastoral society was instituted in 1818, by the
enterprizing exertions, and under the inmediate patronage, of Lord
Napier. It van now reckon amongst its members the greater
part of the landed proprictors of the county, besides o good many
patriotic gentlemen of the country.  And it has not only been uni-
formly supported by every respectable farmer in Selkirkshire, but
also by many of that valuable class of men in Peebles, Roxburgh,
and Dhumfries-shires.  This society not ondy stirs up a spirit of
emulation amoeng farmers 0 general, but serves also as a school
where the voung farmer will see the real and appavent properties
of live stock potsted out by the judges, but alse Aear the relative
advantagres and disadvantages of almost every breed fearlessly dis-
cussed at the annual general meeting.”  The society meets an-
nually, and generally oo the 18th June.  The mectings are held
at the three following places, viz. one yvear at Newark, near Sel-
kirk ; another at Tinnies, in Yarrow 3 and the third at Thirlstane

Fair grounds, in Ettrick, *

V.~=Panocniar Focoxomy.

Muerfeots, Roods, §e.— The nearest market-town 1s Mofiat, at the
distance of sixteen miles. But Selkirk, the county town, about
cighteen {mtles} from Ettrick Kirk, and Hawiek, about the same
distance, are the chief marketing places. The post town is Sel-
kirk. Letters and newspapers, &ec. are conveyed twice a weck
by a regular carner belonging to the parish ; and there are, be-
sides, two from Selkirk, two from Hawick, two from Edinbuargh,
and one from Galashiels weekly during the summer months, There
are about thirty miles of road in the parish on which any ear-

* A= to hoprovoments in s povish, we vefer the veader to o voluwoe on this sab-
Jueet by Lord Napier, published in T822, and entithed, © A Treatise on Praetieal Store
Farming, us applicable to the mountainous vegion of Ettrick Forest, and the Pastoral

Dhistriet of Scotbnd in general”
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ringe may travel.  And the trustees, under the unremitting super-
intendance of Lord Napier, are still making and mending. ¢ T'he
romds and bridges,” says Mr Hogg i his Statistical aceount of
Selkirkshire, * were never put into a complete state of repair till
the present Lord Napicr settled in the country: and to his perse-
verance Ettrick forest is indebted for the excellence of her roads,
now laid out and finished i every practicable direction.  With an
mdomitable spirit of perseverance, he has persisted apainst much
obloquy and vituperation, and from none more than the writer of
this article.  But honour to whom hononr 1s due, Lord Napier has
effected wonders; and the late impervious Littrick forest may com-
pare, in the beauty and efficiency of her roads, with any meountain
district in the unmited kingdom.”

Feclesiastical State—~"The church is in nearly the centre of
the parish.  Two or three fimilies are distant from it mere than
six miles, vet some of them are almost as regular i their at-
tendanee, as the day returns, for public 'l\'-tlt‘h'-ilil). It was re-
built (and enlarged) on the smme site nine years ago. It is very
neatly fitted up withmn; chaste n its style; commodious and com-
fortable. It is seated fo contain 450 free sitters. The manse was
huilt within these last twentv years.,  Itis also in good repair, and
comfortable. How different from the time when the ineumbent
eould with difficulty obtain divets and heather to thack it and make
it habitable! The glebe contains about twenty-three English acres;
ten of which were lately allowed as pasturage or grass glebe. The
whole may be reckoned at about L.20 a-vear. The stipend, in 17545,
converted to money, was L. 65, 25, 2d.  Immediately prior to the
30th of June 1808, it consisted of L. 103, s Fid. in money,
with two chalders of oat-meal and two of barley, together with
1. 8, 6s. 8d, as allowance for communion elements (see Sursey of
Selhirkshire, 1829).  The present stipend is fifteen chalders, or
174 quarters; 6 bushels, and } gallon anperial measure, half meal
ancd half barley, with L. 100 Secots, or L.8, 6= for communion ele-
ments, The average vearly amount of stipend converted to mo-
pey miy be L.230.  The locality (interim ) of the parish of Ettrick
and Buecleuch commeneced with crop and year 1821, and was mo-
dified in February 1822,

There are no chapels or dissenting meeting-houses amongst us,
but there are several Dissenters,  There is a family of four of the
Relief persuasions  There are above thirty-two united to the Re-
formed DPresbyterian Synod, the ofd fight of which DBoston speaks,

£ The University of Edinburgh
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who form a part of the congregation of Ettrick and Eskdale, They
have sometimes sermon here, though they have no stated minister,
house, or place of meeting. There are two score and ten belong-
ing to the flock of the United Associate Syned, In all, there
may be 15 families of Dissenters.  Their general place of worship is
in Selkirk: but as the distance is so great, many of them attend the
parish church as regularly as the most of our most regular attenders.

The parish church, it would appear, from the old records of the
parish, has been generally well frequented, though we do not know
if we might say well attended.  After the admission of Mr Bos-
ton (in 1707), there is a complaint by him on record, of the
« indecent carriage of the people at the kirk, going onf and in, and
wp and down the kirk-yard the time of divine service.  The clerk
was therefore appointed to go cut after the first psalm in the fore-
noon and afternoon, to see if any be found about the church-yard,
&e”  Afterwards, the elders were enjoined to * prevent or correct
the abuse.”  But what was to be expected of a people shut up from
the whole world.  ‘I'he road to their county town was little better
than the channel of the river.  They had long heen destitute, too,
of all the means of improvement. ¢ There had been little know-
ledge of religion among them,” savs Boston, “ till the time of con-
fusion and persecution ; so that John Anderson in Gamesclench
told me of a time when there was not a Bible in the church, ex-
cept the minister’s, his father’s, and another””  There was be-
sides this, a vacaney of four years from the time Mr M+*Mihan
left the parish till Mr Boston was scttled among this people
as their pastor, though every tenant had applied to his laird
again and again, to endeavour to have them supplied with a Gos-
pel minister. The kirk of Ettrick is, however, now well attend-
ed.  When Mr Boston dispensed the sacrament for the first time
(July 16), in 1710, he says © he had only about fiftv-seven com-
municants belonging to the parish”  When he dispensed the same
ordinance for the last time, (June 13) in 1731, the number of com-
municants was 777.%

* Bostan gives the following intevesting aceount of the solemnity, “ The tokens distri-
buted to conununicants were about 777 3 the eolleetion on the three deys L. 77, 13, ddd.
Scots. There were abiout nine score strangers in Midghope ; four seore of thern William
Black, hustand of Ishel Biggar, entertained, having baken for tem half a bollof weal for
bread, bought 45, 100, worth of wheat bread, and killed three lambes, and made thirty
bieds.  And I believe their neizhbour Isbel's brother would be much the same. This
T record onee for all, for a swateh of the hospitality of the parish; fur God hath given
this people a largeness of heart, to communicate of their substanee on these and other

£ Then Undversity of Edenburgh
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As before the times of the Bostons, so after their days, the
people of Ettrick had not for any length of time any regularly
stated pastor.  One was translated to another parish, a second died
in early life, and a third soon acquired evil habits, and lived to an
advanced age, leaving a “bare subsistence,” to a helper, who resign-
ed his charge always just as soon as he could find another open
door.  He has now been dead between twenty and thirty vears, yet
the writer of this article is the twelfth incumbent from the elder Bos-
ton, in the period of very hittle more than a century.,  The people
of Ettrick, therefore, have had many changes by no means favour-
able to spiritual or mental improvement ; yet we can say, that our
congregation, consilering our population, is by no means incon-
siderable, and that our communicants have inereased, and are in-
creasing in numbers every year.  When we first dispensed the sa-
erament in this place, cight years ago, the number of communi-
cants belonging to the parish might be about 118, Last vear
(August 26, 1832), they had advanced to the number of 147,

Lible Society— A Bible and missionary society was instituted
here in 1819, “having for its object the dizsemination of the SOrip=
tures, without note or comment.” The present Lord Napier is
president of that society, and a great proportion of the heads of
families, both ehurchimen and dissenters, have enrolled themselves
as members.  There is an annual sermon preached i behalf of its
funds.  The average of the collection and subseriptions for the Inst
four years, 15 L. 11, 125 4d. and these have been generally equally
divided between the Edinburgh Bible and Missionary Societics,

Liducation.— There is one parochial school.  Mr John Beattic,
a teacher of this school, died about seven years ago, his father
and he together having been schoolmasters in the parish for
the space of 101 years.  There are no other stated schools in the
parish. A woman may be scen sometimes giving lessons to a fow
small children.  In the house of a shepherd may be found some-
times also, a boy or girl teaching the children of two or three fumi-
lies united.  Qur scattered popudation, indeed, is unfivourable to
the education of the young ; vet we believe, there is not one above
six years old who has not been taught the first lessons of reading,
and been instructed In the principles of religion. The present

oecasions alsa.  And my heart has long been on that oceasion particulialy concerned
Fir 5 ].l]-.'hﬂilll.l; onn their sulstanee, with sieeh o natuval coootion as iF thr,-}' el Froen Dre-

gotten of wy body.  Thime within a wile of the choreh still had o grester weight on

snlemn neersinmes. ™
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teacher is the first in the parish who cver received a classical edu-
cation. All the branches usually taught at a parochial school
may now be obtained here. The school salary is the maxi-
i, and the amount of school fees, &e¢. may be about L. 15 a-
vear. The schoolmaster has all the legal accomnodations allow-
ed to teachers, if by this be meant school-house and garden.  The
people are alive to the benefits of edueation; and we believe, that
they are not far inferior to those of any parish of the same kind in
the south of >cotland.

Library~— A parish library was instituted between {wenty and
thirty vears ago. It was long in a weak state, but still it stood
and gained strength : now it is vigorous and progressing.  There
are helonging to it between thirty and forty members, and it con-
tains nearly 600 volumes, A list of its proprietors, with the laws
of the soviety, and a catalogue of the books, were printed in 1824,
a thonation of five guineas being presented by Lord Napier for that
purpose, who is also himsell a member, and who, with two or three
other proprietors of the parish, have presented to it some very va-
luable volumes,

Poor,~=Regular assessments appear to have been introduced in
1725, and have continued ever since.  In 1791 # the number of
persons receiving alms was fifteen : the assessment upon the heri-
tors for their support L.37, per annum.” The nunber of persons
at present on the roll is five, among whom is a well known charac-
ter, the original of the < Davie Gellatly of Waverley.” The assess-
went for the present vear (1833), 1s L.23, 19= Ldo with an addi-
tion of L. 4, allowed as collector’s fee.  DBut the average mumber
of paupers for the last seven vears is 7, and the average sum
of nssessinent for the same time is Le 41, 155, 2d. The church
collections have been generallv appropriated to assist the indus-
trious poor.  For the last year, these collections have amounted to
nearly L. 16, but the average sum of the last seven years may be
stated at little more than L. 10,

Prisons.—Though there be no resident magistrate or lawyer
generally in the parish, or ready way of getting legal redress, yet
there is a small prison * the round house,” near the fair grounds,
It is placed there, however, pechaps morve in ferroven than in panas,

Firirs.— Here there are four fairs held annually.  One in the end
of March for the sale of grit rwes ; for the hiring of servants, and
especially for the hiring of shepherds.  Another held m the end
of Julv, ealled the lant firir, where wool and lambs are disposed

= Then Uindvorsily of Edinburgh
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of, and a great deal of other business transacted.  The third s
in the month of September, for the sale of draft ciwes and small
lambs, and for the purchasing of tups and fat sheep. This is the
largest of the four, and is a verv important market both for the
seller and purchaser. From 8000 to 10,000 head of stock have stood
in ity and many of them exchanged owners.  The fourth, called
the Little fair, is held in November, and is principally for selling
and purchasing fat sheep for marts, Sometimes, also, stock for
keep 1s exposed and disposed of, and ocensionally a master inay find
a servant who has been disappointed at the general time of hiring.
No custom has hitherto been levied, and we hear that it i1s not
likely that ever any will be exacted,

dnns.—Two years ago a new mn was built on the banks of the
Ettrick, near the old mansion of Tushiclaw. It is neatly fitted up,
and has several comfortable apartments,

Fuel—Peat is the usual fucel; and it can be eut for about a
shilling the cart-load. But coal is beginning to be a favourite,
and many would prefer a * coal fire,”” were it not for the expence,
on account of the distance from which the material is to be brought.
But we are glad to see the long-contemplated road across the
Moorfoot hills at length commenced. It will be of immense ad-
vantagre to the distriet of Yarrow and Ettrick in the importation

of eoal and lime,

1ir’l — MirscELLANEOUS (OBSERVATIONS,

“ I remember,” says an old man of eighiy, * when there was not a
cart in the parish, nor above Smglee, (ten miles below Iittrick
kirk), and but onelittle enclosed park behind Thirlestane.”—¢ They
carried the manure to the fields, and the peat from the hills in ereels
on horses hacks,” now there are about thirty-six carts and twenty
ploughs, and on every farm one or more enclosures.  Formerly
there was au.’llﬂ_ge at Ettrick House, containing thirty-two fami-
lies ; now there is hut one house inhabited by a slmplu,rd, built on
the ruins of an old tower, which perhaps gave rise to the name.
Two elders generally resided here, and out of a list of sixteen poor,
seven had their residence in Ettrick House.  Of the ¢ ten pro-
prietors of the parish,” saysthe writer of the last Statistical Account,
““ none reside in it.” At present, Lord Napier, the patron of the
church and parish, lives amongst us, and from his seat as a centre,
life and cultivation are spreading and diffusing their happy influ-
ence all around us.

# The University of Edinburgh
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“ The Scotch fir,” says Dr Russell, ¢ is abmost the only species of
wood to be seen here, and that in very small quantities,” Now there
is almost every forest tree of every name, mixing with waving pines
antd firs, in all the varieties of their shades and eolouring, The
seat of Lord Napier is embosomed in woods, and many of the farm
steadings and snng cottages on the Ettrick, are fringed and skirt-
ed round with a few lovely yvoung trees.  Improvement of this kind,
indeed, 1= spreading all around us, in something like the impercep-
tible stealth of creeping ivy. "The black-faced sheep depastured
our hills forty vears ago; their crop of * wool,” suys Dr Russell,
“ was of the coarsest kind, and little adapted for manufacture; a
stone of it being worth little more than six shillings,” Now the
Cheviot breed is introduced, and 15 in wuch repute ameng the
generality of the store-farmers, both for its wool and for the
reception it meets with in the fat market. © The farmers in former
timos,” adds the above writer, * fled with their flocks into An-
nandale for shelter and provision during the winter storms :
Now they no longer ** build up semicireular walls of the dead, to
sereen the lving,” but have stells or reunds into which the shep-
herds gather them when the threatening snowapproaches, and have,
besides, a store of Jeg-kay on the hills as a supply for the flocks
in case of a severe and continoned storm. ¥ The lochs, partly in
this parish, and partly in Yarrow, (says the above-quoted writer,)
formerly lay like two dark deep dreary pools; shut round with an
insuperable barrier,” and, though abounding in fish of various
kinds, were rarely visited.  Now, 5t Mary’s and the Lowes, sur-
rounded by verdant hills, and associated with many romantic
legends, form a scene alike interesting to the angler and the lite-

rary pilgrim.

September 1833,
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GENERAL REMARKS ON THE COUNTY OF SELKIRK.*

This county, the most mland of Seotland, s bounded on
the north by Peebles-shire and Mid-Lothian; on the east by
Roxburghshire ; and on the south by the shires of Roxburgh and
Dumfries.  Tts igure is so irregular as to contain but a small area
compared with the greatest length and breadth. The extreme
length from the source of the Ettrick to that of the Caddon is
about 30 miles: and the extremie breadth from the Borthwick
Water to the foot of Glensax is nearly 20,

Tupographical Appearance.—Viewed from a commanding height
the whole eounty scems erowded with hills, among which neither
a house nor any mark of human life appears.  In the lower parts
of the district, where the ecountry is more open, and the surface un-
dulating, cultivation occupies a considerable breadth, covering the
minor hills, and skirting the base of the mountains; but in the
hirher parts it is confined to narrow strips along the streams, and
w0 deeply seated as to be invisible to the eve from any of the ad-
jacent summmits,  The valleys are too narrow to be called dales,
and are simply named from their rvivers.  That of Tweed, being
more important, has obtained the name of Tweedside ; but, in the
common language of the country, as if the smaller rivers had not
a side on which a habitation might be placed, it is said of the
people, as af they hved in waters, ¢ he lives in Caddon, he
vomes from Ale, or he belongs to Ettrick, or to Yarrow.”™  The
hills vary in elevation from a few hundred to two thousand feet.
They have an appearance of smmeness in their general chavacter,
but they have often a considerable variety : in particular those
around St Mary’s Loeh and the Loch of the Lowes, where they
rise in steep dark masses, especially towards the head of the glen,
having their own tops concealed o clowds,  The county has also
some of the least agreeable scenery which the eyve of man ean en-
dure, that of a cold plain black heath ; which lies between Borth-
wick Water and the Ettrick, and which is relieved only by small
lakes of no character, serving only to suggest the swampy nature
of their situation.

Rivers.—"The Tweed gives ten miles of its beautiful course to
adorn this county, and the Gala four miles, along the north-eastern
boundary. The Ettrick, which joins the Tweed three miles higher

* These remarks have been furnished by the IRev. N, Paterson, Minister of Ga-
lashicks.
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than the Gala, is properly the river of the county, dividing it nearly
in the middle, and having a course of about thirty miles within it,
The Yarrow flowing out of St Mary’s Loch, ends its short and
sweet career in the Ettrick, near the town of Selkirk.
Mountains.—The best idea that can be formed of the moun-
tains of this parish, may be gathered from what they appear ouce
to have been, viz. one large high bed of greywacke and elay-slate,
now cut by the larger rivers into long-shaped divisions, and cross cut,
by the smaller streams, to aless depth, and into smaller and rounded
divisions.  In the rocky pool there can be no question as to a recent
cut having been made ;5 and there stratum answers to stratum on
the opposite sides; so is it with the whole valley wide or narrow.
The dip of the strata is various ; but the direction, from N. W,
to S. E. is so uniform that it might serve for a guide to the wan-
derer in mist.  There are exceptions, however, to this uniformity
in construction and in materials. At Newhouse Lynns, seven
miles above Selkirk, the rocks forming the banks of the Ettrick,
rise to a surprising height and perpendicularity.  There the strata
deviating from their plain courses are strangely incurvated ;3 an ap-
pearance likewise presented at Newark, where the Yarrow, in the
same manner, has quarried its rocks for the benefit of the minera-
logist. The component matter of the hills, at the western extre-
mity of the county, on the borders of Peebles-shire, where ex-
tensive layers of porphyry alternating with thin strata of slate and
granite are found, appears also to be changed.  The whole county,
from its great multitude of hills and stremns, allords the best illus-
trations of the coincidence of vallies, and of the exact proportion
that subsists (the rocky substances being so much the sume) be-
tween the descending torrents, and their respective grooves.
Turnpike Roads and Carriages.—The Edinburgh and Carlisle
road by Galashiels and Selkirk runs eleven miles within the county.
The public earriages on this road are the London mail, and one
daily Stage-coach. Belonging to the same line of road are nine
miles of turnpike from Crosslee by Yairbridge to Selkirk.
No coach passes this way, the road being hilly, and that by Ga-
lashicls being preferred.  From Hollilee, on the borders of
Peebles-shire, to Gualashiels are nine miles of turnptke. On
this road there is one daily coach from Glasgow by Lanark to
Kelso, From the borders of Pecbles-shire, in the parish of Tra-
quair and passing-through Etterick, is a road of twenty-five miles
lately made twnpike; but partly maintained by Statute labour.
3
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On this road, tolls are exacted only of travellers not belonging to
the county.  Carriers, but no coaches, pass this way.

Tolls.—The tolls are let annually by public roup.  The rates arve
for a chaise, 1s a gig, 6d. a rider or a cart, 3d.  The amount of
revenue for this vear is L. 1089, including one pontage for the
new bridges over Tweed and Ettrick, which yields L. 125.

Character of the People.—"The description under this head in
the aceount of the parish of Selkirk is applicable in general to
the population of the county. It may be added, that all persous
above six or seven years of age can read,

The following table of the ages of the population has been
taken from the returns made to government in 1821, *

Uneler 5, - 074 From S we G, - J2
From 5 1o 10 - 1) GO ta T, - AT
10 te 15, - T48 TU to B, - 127

15 Lo 540, - [aih] B oo IHY, - as

) to N, - 1o o) re 10K, - 7
ot A, - it 100 and upwards, - 0

Ji¥ ra 50, - bt —
i d

Miscelluneous Observations.—The arable land of the county les
on an elevation of from 280 to 800 feet. Nooe of it, therefore,
is the best as to elimate.  Yet it 15 a remarkable faci, that the
agriculture of this county is equal to any in Great Britain.  Wheat
abounds in the lower distriets, and has been raised at the height
of 700 feet, to what would be ealled a good erop in the Lothians ;
and considerably higher, near to the head of Ettrick, oats, tur-
nips, barley, and clover hay thrive in regular rotation.  We could
wish much that the dwelling-houses and farm-buildings in this
county were as worthy of commendation as the agricultural skill
which is every where displayed in it

* Tu this enumeration are included those small parts of the parvishes of Ashkick,
Tnverleithen, DPechiles, Roberton, and Stow, whielr belong o tle couniy of Sclkirk,

I'he ratios, however, may be held to apply to the four parishes before descrilasd, as
forming the vounty of Selkirk.

Sl DT . F

B The University o Edinburgh
The Univeradty of Glasgow

e AT S e ey

=



