PARISH OF SORBIE.

PRESBYTERY OF WIGTON, SYNOD OF GALLOWAY.

THE REV. ELLIOT W. DAVIDSON, |

THE REV. A. FORRESTER, § MINISTERS.

L.—TorocraPiry aND Naruvray HisTory. )
Name.~Sonsig, the modern nameof this parish, was in ancient

times written Sourby,—a term of Saxon origin, and indicating
Sour-habitation, which has been explained as applying to the old
Castle of Sorbie, and to the nature of the cold marshy seil on its
- western side. *

The present parish includes the three old parishes of Sorbie,
Kirkmadrine and Cruggleton, each of which had its own separate
church till the middle of the seventeenth century, when they
were united into ome, under the name of the parish of Sorbie.

Eatent, Boundaries.— The greatest length of the parish is 6
-poiles ; its mean length about 43 miles; its greatest breadth is 6
miles, and its mean breadth about 83 miles. It contains about 16
square miles. Itis bounded on the north, by the parish of Kirk-
inner; on the south, by Whithorn ; on the west, by Whithorn
and Glasserton ; and on the east, by Wigton Bay.

Topographical Appearances.— The figure of the parish is ren-
dered very irregular by a conical section of Whithorn, which pe-
netrates its southern side, at one point, reducing its lengih to three
miles, and its breadth at another point to one mile. Sorbie con-
taine neither mountains nor high hills, but it is beautifully diversi-
fied by unequal surface, its little hills and valleys, with their woods
and the sea adjoining, forming in many places a richly varied land-
scape. There is nothing pecaliar in the form or connexions of
the valleys, with the exception of one which follows a pretty
regular direction from west to east, commencing at Dowalton Lake,
and terminating at Garlieston Bay. None of the hills are much

-

* Chalimers’ Caledonia, Vol. iif. p. 427.
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raised above the level of the sea, but several of themn are sufticient
ly elevated to present a bsautiful panorama of. the surrounding
couniry, including Wigton Bay, the Solway Frith, with the Cum-
berland hills receding behind it, and also the Isle of Man. On
the farm of Palmallet, on the south-eastern shore, where the const
is rocky and abrupf, there are two caves, simost contiguous, which
are walled and arched by solid rock, and floored with beautifully va~
riegated stones. The one has the appearance of an oblique fis-
sure, and is about 120 feet long, 100 feet high, and 86 feet wide.
‘The ‘other is somewhat funnel-shaped, being widest at its en~
trance, and may be about 120 feet long, 40 feet high, and 15 feet
wide.

The extent of coast, mcluding all its windings, is upwards
of two miles. The shore is sandy and flat on the north-gast, and
in Garlieston and Rigg Bays. At Eggerness point, it is rocky,
but not very high. From the south-eastern extremity of Rigg

Bay, however, to the point where it joins Whithorn, it is bold and.

precipttous, rising in some places nearly 200 feet- above the level
of the sea. The principsl bays are Garlieston Bay, Rigg Bay,
Innerwell Port, Orchardton Bay, Port Allan, and Port Whagpple.
The principal sands are those of Orchardten, Culscaddan, apd
Innerwell ; and the chief beadlands are Innarwell Point, Egger-
ness Point, and Cruggleton Point.

Meteorology,~-The monthly or annual temperature of the at-
mosphere has not been accurately recorded in this parish, but we
may state, what is common elsewhere, that in winter the cold is
more moderate, especially along the sea coast, than in the more
inland parishes. The thermometer in the shade has, during the
present summer of 1831, ranged from 64° to 74° and in the sun it
has been upwards of 100°. The pressure of the atmosphere, as
indicated by the barometer, ranges from 29 to 30§ inches. Qur
prevailing winds are from the west, south-west, apd south ;. but in
spring and the latter end or autumn, we have often a long period
of east wind, which is generally accompanied by dry weather.
The state of the weather is sometimes prognosticated by a cloud
resting on Cairnsmoor, a high hill in Kirkcudbrightshire; which,
after a long period of dry weather, affords a pretty sure sign of a

change to rain. A dark hare stretching from the south to the west,

and studded with small white clouds,is remarked as often preceding
rain ; and an appearance in the atmosphere, here called the % wea-
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°% . WIGTONSHIRE.

t-h.rg‘aw,“ which resembles the rainbow in colour, butis much-short-
er, and hangs' in a vertical line, is sometimes pointed out as indicat-
ingra change. Al strange tumbling motion of the crows in theair,
by which they imitate something like the sound of wind, has been
paid to precede stormy weather, and rain has also been prognos-
ticated by the more shrill ery of the sea-birds which alight on the
lands along the south-eastern shore. Our climate is characterized
by considerable vartety of heat and c¢old, drought, and humidity,
but it is upon the whole good. Perhaps we may say that i has
rather a tendency to humidity, which, however, is well suited to
the nature of the soil, and rarely too abundant in summer. There
are no diseases which can be traced to any peculiarity in the cli-
mate of this district.

Hydrography.—The parish, as we have already stated, is
bounded on the east by Wigton Bay, which extends upwards of
ten miles along the coast. The narrowest part of the Bay, as
connected with this parish, is about 4} miles wide. This is from
Orchardton to Carsluth Point. From Eggerness Point to Borness
Head, it is 8 miles wide; and its greatest width, from Garlieston
Bay, or Cruggleton, to the point of Ross, is 10 miles.”® The co-
lour of the water is bright green; where it is not rendered muddy
by flowing over sand. Its transparency is very considerable, es-
pecially on the south-eastern shore, where, we are told, the fish
have been seen at the bait at the depth of 18 feet. Its depth is
varicus. Between Eggemess Point and the Ross, it is from 80 to
50 feet. In Garlieston and Rigg Bays, it runs from 20 to 30 feet,
The saltness of the water is considerable at Cruggleton, but de-
creases as we advance up the bay, in consequence of the fresh wa-
ter from therivers. The tide is derived from the Western Ocean,
by way of the North Channel, and may be styled a northern arm
of the great tide of the Solway. It flows about six hours, and ebbs
during the other six.

There are numerous perennial springs diffused over the parish,
which afford a copious supply of excellent water. On the north-
western border of the parish, there is a very fine fresh-water lake,
called Dowalton Loch, * from M*¢Dowall, the name of a fami-
1y, who were proprietors of it, and who lived near it. - It is about
9 miles in circumference, and from 6 to 20 feet deep. From

Y Md Btatistical Acecount.
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this Inke there issues a small stream, which runs from 'west: to
east, through a rich valley, and falls into Garlieston Bgy:d

Geology ard Mirerciogy.~In many parts of the parmh, .puti:-
cularl:,r on the north and north-west, there occur numercius bilts' tif
transition rocks, varying io exient and thickness, ‘These are dis
ed in horizontal and variously inclined positions, and follow a divees
tion from porth-east to south-west.. There is no granite, with the
exception of a few detached bloeks, from two to three feet long.
which present themselves here and thers on the surface, We are
not aware that any fossil organic remains have been found, belong-
ing either to the animal or vegetable kingdom. Neither ores. nor
any important minerals have been discovered in the parish. - The
soil consists, for the most part, of a dry, brownish earth, mixed
more or less with till or gravel. In some of the valleys, a' heavy
loam occurs, but its extent is inconsiderable. The subsoil eon-
sists of fill, gravel, and whinstone. In several districts marl was
once found under beds of moss, from one to three acres in éxtent;,
but the greater part of it was exhausted about fifty or sixty years
ago, when it was dug up for the purpose of manure. There are
no mines of any kind in the parish,

Zoology.—Sorbie eontains none of the rarer species of animals.
Fozxes once existed among the rocky cliffs on the sea coast, but
they are now believed to be wholly extinet. A great many years
ago, very large bullock and deer’s horns were found in a bed of marl
at Palmallet. This parish, in common with the other parishes of
the Mahers, is distinguished for breeding that peculiar gpecies
of black-cattle, denominated Galloways, which are well known
throughout the country, The horses are mostly of the draught
kind, but their breed is rather mixed. There is nothing very re-
markable in the quslity or value of our sheep or hogs. Pike; per-
ches, and eels abound in Dowalton Loch, and trouts are found in
some of the larger streams. The fishes found in the sea ars chief
ly salmon, herrings, cod, and mackerel, all of which are of import-
ance in an economical peint of view. 'There are no insects whick
are not comimon to other parts of the country. Those which'are
most destructive to vegetation, in general, ere the wire-worm and

b. Those which are most injurious #o fruit-trees are the ca-
terpillar and the wasp ; the former attacking the fiower, abd the
latter the fruit, A counsiderable variety of shell-fish is found on
the coast, such as the oyster, lobster, ¢crab, &ec. but none of these
are sought after for economical purposes.

e
& The Wnivorsily of Efnhurgh '|'-i_ :_ ray
The Universiy of Glasgow : A VA




26 WIGTONSHIRE.

. Botany.—Sorbic wag, in. 1796, first visited for the purpose of
botanical research, by Mr. Mackay, then curator of the Botanic (Gar-
den in Edinburgh. - Thres years. ago, it was again examined by Mr
Gloldie, wha found s number of the rarer species of British plants,
and reckened it an excellent station, though it had not been previ-
ously mueh noticed. The plantations display a beautiful variety
of trees, such ss the cak, ash, beech, birch, alder, plane, larch, 8.
10 all of which the soil seems quite congenial. In- Lord Gallo-
way's pleasure. grounds, these are some beautiful specimens of lau-
rel, evergreen oak, horse~-chestnut, and T’ urkey oak. Some of the
laurels rise to the height of 31 feel, and are considered among the
finest ia Scotland. There is one Turkey oak, planted not more
than fifty years agoe, which deserves to be particularly noticed for
its beauty, and for the rapidity of its growth. The circumference
of .its branches is about 156 feet, and the girth of its stem mea-
sures® feet 5 inches, . The soil here is also peculiarly adapted to
the growth of evergreen shrubs. = In his Lordship’s garden, peach-
es and figs are successfully cultivated on the open wall, even
upon south-west aspects. Here, also, there is a vine which merits
potice for its size, and the quantity and quality of its fruit, Its
gtem measures 18 inches in circumference, and the spread of its
branches is 40 feet. It produces about 346 bunches, each averag-
ing 1} Ibs. and some of the individual berries are 3} inches in cir-.
cumference.

: _ I1.—Civir Hisrory. .
The only ancient or modern historical accounts of Sorbie

which we have seen, are contained in Symson’s Description of Gal-
loway, the Old Statistical Account, and Chalmers’ Caledonia.
From mone of these does it appear that there are any historigal
" avents of great imporiance connected with this district, ‘We have
not seen any waps, plans, or surveys of Sorbie ; nor are we aware
that-any resident individuals possess letters, papers, pictures, or
any other documents of iffterest, tending to illustrate the biography,
hiatory, or antiquities of the parish.

Bminent Men.—The only literary character connected with
Sarbie by birth is Patrick Hannay, the poet, who lived in the
ssventeenth century. We copy the following account of him
from. Murray’s Literary History of Galloway.* ¢ Patnck Han-
nay was a: younger son of Donaid Hannay of Sorbie. It may
be inferred that he had received an academical education : for in

' * Liverary History, im. page %ﬁ

-

= The University of Edintrnergh
The Unsversily of Glasgow



‘SORBIE. : iﬁ'

the titte-page of lis Elegies, he styles himself A. M."”: .- Mr Bllis,
in his Specimens of the early English Poets; hus ressarked, thist he
appears to have served in a military capacity, wader Sir- Andrew

Gray, a Colenel of foot, and General ¢f Artilleryto the King of Bo-

hemis. One of his publications bears the following title, “ -T'we
Elegios on the Death of our late Soveraigne Queene Amnb, with
Epitaphes, written by Patrick Hannay, Master of -Arts.” Another
is entitled “ A Happy Husband ; or Directions for a Maid to chuse
her Mate, together with a Wive's Behaviour after Marringe. By
Patrick Hanpay, Gent.” Lend. 1619. Bvo. This composition:is
appanded, with a separate title~page, o Brathwyte's Deseription
ofa Good Wife. It was afterwards imserted in a collection of
Haonay’s Poems, published in the year 1622, and containing
“ Philomela, the Nightingale, Theretine, and Mariana, Elegies,
Songs, and Sonnets.” We have been informed that, within these
three years, a copy of his poetical worka was sold in London for
L. 42, 10s 6d., and that there was prefixed to ity a portrait of the
author, which was regarded as a waluable illustration of the state
of the arta at the period when it was taken,

Land-noners,—The chief proprietors of Sorbie are, the Earl of
Galloway (to whom the greator part of the parish belongs) ; Sir
Andrew Agnew of Liochoaw, Bart. ; the Earl of Stair ; and Mr Ha-
thorn of Castlewigg. _

Parochiul Registers.—'The parochial registers are net volumi-
nous. The date of their earliest entry is 1700, 'They were. pro~
perly attended to for some time at first, but afterwards not se care-
fully conducted. Of late, however, they have been regularly kept,

Ancient Ecclesiastical State.~-We have already stated that the
present parish of Sorbie inciudes the three old parishes of Sorbie,
Kirkmadrine, and Cruggleton; but we are told by Chalmers,*
that in the twelfth and thirteenth -centuries, Sorbie itself formed

-two divisions; '‘Great Sourby mnd Little Sourby, each of which
had its own-chureh. The union of these two churches was after-
wards authorized by Giibert, the Bishopof Candide Cass, and took
pliace betwixt the years 1235 and 1258, The cure of Sorbie, thus
united, was served by a vicar, and ‘belonged to the monks of Diry-
burgh, till the Reformation, at which period it was let for In 202
yoar.4 Of the ancient churches of Great and -Little Sourby.so
vestige is now remaining, but the sites of two churches are still

]

* Caledonia, Vol. iii. p. 427, 1 Ibid, p. -#2€.
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38 WIGTONSHIRE,

piﬁnted-hut, the one at Culneag, on the north-west, and the other
-ut Gilfillan, near the middle of the'parish; and on these we think
they must have been built. .
-«2The, aneiont -parish of Kirkmadrine forms the eastern district
of the present. parish of Sorbie. The church of this parish be-
Jonged to the prior and: canons. of St Mary’s Isle, and the cure
wiig setved by a vicar, - About the year 1562, the vicarage was
veported to be worth only L. 10 yearly.* The church appears
to have been rather small, exceedingly plain, and without windows.
Its ruins are still to be seen on the farm of Penkiln, surrounded
by & clump of trees, which also incloses the church-yard. .Here
sorne families in the parish still bury; and it may be noticed that
some of the bones, occasidnally dug ap at the opening of a grave,
are remarkably large. | _
 ‘The ancientparish of Cruggleton forms the south-eastern district
of the present parish, Its church belonged to the priory of Whit-
Horn, and the cure was served by a vicar, In 1562, the vicarage
of Cruggleton was said to be worth L. 16.  After the Reformation,
the Bishops of Galloway received the patronage of this and the
other two parishes; and after Kirkmadrine and Cruggleton were
joined to Sorbie,, they held the patronage of the united parish, till
the sbelition of Episcopacy in 1689, when it was vested in the,
erown.+ The church of Cruggleton appears to have been larger,
and better built than that of Kirkmadrine. The greater part of
the walls is still extant; and the interior of it is occasionally used
as burying ground.

. Antiguities,—The Castle of Cruggleton, which gave name to the
parish in which it stood, was built on the verge of a precipitous part
of the sea coast. Nothing now remains of it, save part of an arch,
and -the foundations of some of the walls ; but there is enough to
shaw thaet, in ancient times, it must have been aplace of great Blze
and strength. - The spot on which it stood is a kind of promon-
tory, formed by a small bay on each side, and is elevated about 200
foet perperidicular above the level of the sea. The fosse encloses

wards of an acre of ground, and is still quite distinct. . It is
‘188 yards long, and about 12 yards wide. We have mnot been

. ghle-to ‘#scertain the precise period at which the castle was built,
but we are told by Chalmers that it certainly existed in the thir-
teanth ceniury; and that it was the property and domicile of John

* Caledonis, Vol. ii. p. 429. + Ibid. p. 4285-0.
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Comyn, the Earl of Buehan, -as one of the heirs parcewers of the
Lords of Galloway. The same author farther informs ion,® fhat
iz 1292, John Comyn, the Earl of Buchan, cbtained from Edwendd,
8 license to dig in the ruinsof the Calf of Man, for lesd,'to coveroight
towers of his eastle of Cruggleton, in Galloway; that John Gnmyn
was afterwards totally defeated by King Robert Bruce, who sein-
ed his estates and castles; and that the castle of Cruggleton was
involved in the rain of his family. - It existed asa ruin beford the

year 1684. The castle is now on the Bﬂtatﬂ of . Sir Andmw .&gn--

new of Lochnaw, Bart.

The old Castle of Eggerness stood upon a bold part uf the munt,
on 8 head-land of the same namé, and must have been a plm of
considerable strength. Scarcely any T&Etlgﬂ of it now remaips,
except a part of the fosse, and its h:stury is involved in entire ub-
ﬂcunty

The old place or tower of Sorbie is a beautiful ruin, aurmund-
ed by wood, and situated about three quarters of a mile from. the
parish church. It appears to have been a place of siréngth.
There are the remains of a fosse on the eastern side, where the
land is rising 5 but from the nature of the ground on every other
side, we think its chief defence must bave been formed by a sheet
of water. The Hannays pﬂqsessed this estate and Castle of Sor-
bie, together with other lands in Wigtonshire, in the reign of
James 1V., and continued here during the seventeenth'icentliry. 4
The estate of Sorbie now belongs te ‘the Earl of Galloway.

Modern Edifices.~—The only modern edifice in ‘Sotbie worthy:
of particular notice is Galloway House, the seat of the Earl “of
Galloway, which was built about seventy or eighty vears ago. We
quote the following account of it from the Old Statistical’ Account.
“ Gallowny House forms part of a landscape truly beautiful and
grand. Garlieston Bay is on the north, and Rigg Bay is on the
south of it. From its windows are seen the richest fields ; an in-
dented coast, adorned with growing improvements; a tluster of
isles, and the lofty mountains of Cumberland snd Man, appearing
at a prﬂp&r distance. The principal rooms are‘spacions, nmi tlm
library is stored with many thousand valuable volumes™

The houses of the villages are in general well built. - Thero'ans
three mills in the parish. The materials generally employed in

building are whinstone {of which Sorbie furhishes an’abimdant sups -

ply), and American pine, which is annually imported.

* Cpledonis, Vol, ki, p, 372. 4 Ibid. p. 589,
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306 WIGTONBHIRE,

! : I11.—PoruLATiON.
From the records of the synod of Galloway it appeared that, in
1697, the pepulation of Sorbie was 480. - In 1755, it was 956,

The amount of population ss shown by the cennw ‘of 1781, was 1071
e ) lm { ] .-lﬂg'l
' 1811, 1965

1821, 1319

1831, 1412

“The number of males belng A5, females, 758

The gradual increase of the.pepulation 1z to be attributed
mninly to improvements in agriculture and shipping, but it must
be observed that, within the last forty or fifty years, a considersble
number of Irish families have settled in the parish, and have con-
tributed to augment the labouring classes beyond what these
causes could have otherwise effected. Their existence in the pa-
rish is.therefors to be attributed more to their capacity of subsist-
ing on an inferior scale of comforts, than to the healthy stimulus
of an increase in the maeans of subsistence.

The number of the population st present residing in villages, ia 757
. in the country is 653
The yéarly averages of births for the last 7 years may be reckoned sbout 57
: deaths, - " - o4

T oF oot ader 16 years of age Is about 497
1@ BVE pumber of persons under 15 yeara of age is about

r8e : betwizt lg and 30 - 316

30 and 50 - 317

&0 and TO - 175

upwards of 70 - 43

The Earl of Galloway is the only nobleman who has & place of
residence in Sorbie; and there are no families or individuals of

independent fortune living in the parish.

The npomber of proprigtors of land of the yearly value of L. 50 snd upwards, is 4
whmarried men, bachelors, and widowers, upwards of 50, is %

" . unmerried women vpwards of 45, -
Number of families, - - - - - 209
chiefly employed in agriculture, - 140
, in trade, manufacturey, or handicraft, DO
Avernge number of children in esch family, 4
Mumber of inhabited houses, - 250
: buses uniohabited or now building, 2

Number of illegitimate births during the last three years, 7.
The people, on the whole, enjoy, in a reasonable degree, the
comforts and advantages of society, and are contented with their
gituation and circumstances. Their intelleetual, moral, and reli-
gious character is good. ,
. There is no poaghing in game, or in the salmon-fisheries, and
po. smuggling .carried on ip the parish.
e IV.—IynusTRy,
Agriculture.— o
Number of acres standard impgrial measuro in the parish, which are
either cultivated oe oocasionally in tillage, - 1772
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-

Numbar of actes whioch hmr: never been -suitivated, and wihich remain
cansantly waste, or in pasture, - 744

Number of acres that miight, with a profitble application oF i, b
sdded to the coltivwted land of the }nﬁ. 'bﬁh‘“n:]fﬂ land

were afterwrards to bel:eptm mmamnlltllhge,mlnpﬂmmt

pastute, SRR
MNumber of aoves in o stete of undw::dud mmmau, - ﬂ
under wood,

We have already mentioned the vartety of trees planted, nud it
may here be noticed that the yearly thinning and permdtml fil-
]mrg of these is judiciously conduected.

" Rent.—The average rent of arable land per imperial acre is L.7.
The average rent of grazing may be rated at L. 8 per orx or cow
grazed, and at 15s. per ewe or full-grown sheep pastured for- the

ear,
d Wages.—-The rate of wages for a farm-labourer per day is
1s.-8d. ; do. per year without victuals, L. 25; do. per year with
w-::tuals, L. 11. Rate of wages for a mason, house-carpenter, or
mechanic, per day, 2s. 6d.; do. for a ship-carpenter, 3s.

Prices~ The average price of wheat per imperial bushel is 63.
9d. ; of barley, do. 4s. ; of oats, do. 2s. 4d. ; of potatoes, do. 7d.;
of turnips per cart, 3s. ; of hay per stone of 26 1bs. 7d. The price of
2 good cart, L. 10; of an iron plough, L. 4, 105.; of a couple of
harrows, L. I, 15s.; of a drill-harrow, L. 1, 10s.; shoeing of a
horse, 2s. 6d.

Live-Stock.—Qur common breed of slleep is rather large, but
considerably mixed. 'The cattle, as we have already stated, are of
the Galloway breed, and much attention has been paid to l:he:r im-
provement. ‘Their colour is mostly black, and they are without
‘horns.  They are generally sold when two or three years old, and
taken to the Dumfries market, where they are agﬂ.in sold for the
English markets. ~

Husbandry.—The state of husbandry, in this parish, is highly int-
pmmﬁ. Oats and barley are the grains usually cultivated. ‘Wheat
is raised only in small quantity. :Within the last tem or twelve
years, turnips have been extensively and profitably cultivated for
feeding sheep. 'The sheep, for this purpose, are purchased at the
Falkirk trysts, and, when fat, are generally sent to the Liverpool
market, with which the parish enjoys the advantage of a regulsr
steam communication. Bone-dust was introduced as 3 manure,
about two years ago, and the green crops raised on it, as well as the
following crop of grain,. have been of superior quality. - Kt costs
2s, 6d. per bushel, and from twenty-five to thirty-five of thnm ‘8re
Iajd . on the acre. ¥
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32 WIGTONSHIRE.

The general duration of Jeases is'nineteen years, which term is
generally believed to be favourable to the occupier. The state of
farm-buildings and enclosures, in the parish, is exceedingly good ;
and we cannot say that any serious obstaclés to improvement arise
eithier from the want of capital, or the want of encouragement from
proprietors. _

-« Fisheries.— There is a salmon-fishery at Innerwell Port, the rent
of which is about L. 200 per annum. At this place, berrings,
mackerel, cod, and other kinds of fish are also frequently caught,
About three years ago, herrings were caught, in considerable
quantity, off Garlieston and Cruggleton. Some of the boats made
nearly L. 30 each by their fishings, during the season, which in-
duced the people of Garlieston to build about twenty little boats for
the purpose of following the fishing ; but the want of success expe-
rienced during the two last seasons, renders it doubtful whether
this branch of industry will continue to be prosecuted for economi-
cal purposes.

‘Produce.—The average gross amount of raw produce annuaily
raised in the parish, may be rated as follows:

Producea of grain of all kinds, - - - L.5175 0 ©
. of potstoes, turnips, and other plants, - - 1776 0 0O

of hay, meadow and cultivated, - - - 1084 0 ©

of land in pasture, - - - - 4052 O 0O

of the annus! thinning and periodieal felling of woods, - 187 ¢ O

of fsheries, - - - - - - a5 0 0

Total yearly value of raw prodoce, L.12,636 0 O

Manufactures.— Fhere are two branches of manufacture esta-
blished in the parish ; the one, a damask manufactory, in the village
of Sorbie ; and the other, a rope and sail manufactory, at the vil-
lage of Garlieston. The former employs about 91 hands, includ~
ing: those who spin; the latter employs about 10. At both of
these, the men usually work ten or twelve hours per day, and six
days per week. ‘The damask manufactory is of nearly fifty years’
standing, and is much famed for the superiority of its fabrics and
patterns of double damask. The goods are all used by families
of the liighest rank, as they are wholly made from the best Dutch
flax, hand-spun ; and the nobility of the county take such ap in-
torest in the suceess of the manufactory, that the quality of the
goods is koown through the most of Scotland and England. In
1800, 4 suit of damask was sent (for the first time) to the annual
competition in Edinbutgh, before the Board of Trustees, and it
gained the highest premium. - The articles produced at'the rope
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and sail manufactory are used both for shipping, and for the diffe-
rent purposes of rural economy. Both branches of manufacturs
afford a fair remuneration and support to those engaged in them,
and produce no bad effects on health and moeals, _ :

Navigation.—Garlieston is the only shipping-port in the parish
which vessels usvally frequent. The harbour was very much en-
larged and otherwise improved some years ago, and is now ca«
pable of affording shelter for thirty vessels. At high tides it con-
tains about eighteen or twenty feet of water. There are fiftesn
vessels belonging to the port. Four of these carry 100 tons each ;
and the remaining eleven average 48 tons each. Besides these,
two or three foreign vessels occasionally trade to the port. Ship:
building has been carried on rather. actively at Garlieston. during
the last fifteen years. 'We may state, that, in the course of that
time, fourteen vessels have been built, some of which earry 100

tons,
V.—PARQGH;AL Ecoxomy.
Market- Town.—Serbie contains no market-town ; snd there are

no fairs of any kind held in the parish. The nearest market-
town is Whithorn, which is about four and a-half miles distant.

Villages.—There are two villages in the parish; Sorbie, which
1s about two miles from the sea; and Garlieston, which is beauti-
fully ‘situated on a bay of the same name. The former contains
170, .and the latter 587 inbabitants. In these two villages there
are thirteen public-houses ; and the effects of these on the morals
of the people are uniformly injurious.

Means of Communicetion.— The parish enjoys ample means of
communication, both by sea and land. There is a3 penny-post
established at Garlieston. Sorhie village has daily communica-
tion with the post-office of Wigton, Good roads traverse the
country in every direction ; and Garligston harbour opens up an
important avenue to the markets of Liverpool, Whitehaven, and
other places on the western coast of England. _

Ecclesiastical State.—T'he parish church is situated at the village
of Sorbie, and is about four miles distant from the extremity of the
parish.  Its situation may be said to be convenient for the greater
number of the inkabitants, the populous village of Garlieston be-
ing only two and a-half miles distant. It was -rebuilt about the
year 1750, and thoroughly repaired in 1328. It affords accom-
modation for nearly 500 persons. Most of the seats in the lower
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34 WIGTONSHIRE.,

patt of the church are apportioned to the farmers ; the remainder
below and the galleries are free to the other inhabitaits of the

parish. - The manse was rebuilt in 1778, and enlarged about the

year 1813, The glebe contains 9 acres, and its yearly value 1s

about I.12. The amount of the stipend is L. 242, 4s. 104d. in

money ; snd 2 firlots, 1 peck, 22 lippies of meal, and the same of
bear. No communion elements are allowed, the teinds being

exhausted. There are no chapels of ease attached to the Esta-

blished Church. There is one Independent chapel in the parish,

The minister of this is paid by his hearers, and receives about

L. 68 per annum. There are no Episcopalian or Catholic chapels

in ‘Borbie. ; )

The number of families attending the Established Church 1s 152
number of persons of all ages attending Established Church, 671 ;
number attending the chapelsof Dissenters, 214 ; numberattending
Catholic chapel at Newton-Stewart (thirteen miles distant), 55.
Divine service at the Established Church is generally well at-
tended. 'The average number of communicants at the Establish-
ed Church is about 240, There is cne Bible Society in the pa-
rish, the yearly contributions of which may average about L. 15.
The yearly average of church collections for the poor is about
L. 80.

Education.— 'Total number of Schools in the parish, b; pa-
rochial schools, 1; unendowed schools, 4. Among these there
are two female schools, one of which is supported by Lady
Galloway, and conducted upon the Lancasterian system. The
branches of instruction generally taught in the parochial school
are, reading, writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, geography, La-
tin, and Greek. One of the schools of Garlieston has been
long famous for navigation, and the practical branches of ma-
thematics. The parochial teacher possesses the legal accom-
modations.  His salary is L. 25, 18s 83d.; and the amount of
school fees may be rated at L. 64 per annum. The yearly ex-
pense of education at the parochial school is as follows:-—Reading
of English, 12s.; reading and writing, 14s.; arithmetic, 16s.;
Latin or Greek, 20s.; book-keeping by single entry, 20s.; book-
keeping by double entry, L.2, 2s,; mensuration, 7s. 6d.; trigo-
nometry, 7s. 6d.; navigation, 21s. The number of the young
betwixt six and fifteen, who éannot read or write, may be about
six, and these we believe to be mostly of the lower Irish. We
know of nome in the parish upwards of fifteen whe cannot read or
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write. ‘'The people are in general alive to the benefits of educa-
tion, and manifest a strong desive to have their children well taught.
We do not think that any additional schools are required in Sor-
bie. . The increased facilities of education have certainly effected
a corresponding increase in the knowledge and refinement of the
people, but the state of morality is much the same ss it bas been
for many years. Among some of the lower classes, indeed, the
native virtues of our character have been invaded by the contami-
nating influence of the lower Irish, whose poverty and degradation,
in no instance, contribute to elevate the standard of morality.

Poor and Parochial Funds.——The average number of persons
receiving parochial aid is about 80, and the average sum allotted
to each per year is about L. 2. ‘The aonual amount of contribu-
tions for their support is about L. 60. Of this sum L. 30 are cal-
lected in ihe chuech, and about L. 30 received as donations from
the proprietors, There is no other regular mode of procuring
funds for the poor, but the inhabitants of the parish are in the
habit of giving them additional charity in meal, and other articles
of food, two or three times a-year; and the relief afforded in this
way is more than equal to that obtained-by the annual contribu-
tions, There is a disposition among the poor to refrain from seek-
ing parochial aid ; but this feeling is by no means so marked as it
once was, and its deterioration we ascribe partly to the hurtful ex-
ample of the lower Irish, and partly to the ready relief afforded to
the poor, in times of unusual scarcity and distress,

Fuyel—The fuel used in Sorbie consists of peat and coal. The
peat is procured chiefly from the neighbouring parish of Kirkinoer,
at 2s, 6d. per cart-load ; and the coal is obtained from Whitehaven,
Workington, or Maryport, at 16s. per ton.

MiscerLLaNEOUS (JBSERVATIONS,
Since the date of the last Statistical Account, agriculture has

undergone a very marked improvement. (reen crops are now
generally raiséd, and are found to be advantageous, both for the
prefits which they yield, and for the improvement which theyope-
rate upon the land. Turnips, especially when eaten off by sheep,
are followed by superior crops of grain. The general rule of farm-
ing is still what it formerly was ; that is, to have one-third of the
land in til]age, and two-thirds in pasture. The average rent of
land per acre is now more than double of what it was forty years
ago, and almost all the arable land has been under caltivation.
Upon the whole, the systema of husbandry pursued in this parish
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is fully as much improved as the present state of things will admit
of, and our facilities of internal communication are as great as can
possibly be desired. The villages have increased in size and po-
pulation. Garlieston, from its ship-building and the improvement
of its harbour, has increased in commercial importance. -The
knowledge, taste, manners, and dress of the great body of the peo-
ple, have all been obviously much improved within the last forty
years; and the happiness and comfort of the labouring classes
might be still farther promoted by an enlightened co-operation of
landlord and tenant, to prevent the influx of Irish labourers, and
preserve the rate of wages from sinking too low. This would ad-
vance even the lowest classes in the parish to a point in the scale
of living, which, in seasons of dearth, would admit of their making
sqme retrenchments in order to subsist on the profits of their own
industry ; whereas, at present, in times of scarcity, they are either
reduced to want, or compelled to subsist on the voluntary contri-
butions of their more fortunate neighbours,—a state of things,
which, in so far as it prevails, exerts the most debasing influence on
the genuine spirit of independence.

Revised December 1838.

>0 Th El

The Umiversily of Glasgow




