ISLA-ND OF ARRAN.
PARISH OF KILMORIE.*

PRESBYTERY OF KINTYRE, SYNOD OF ARGYLL.

. THE REV. ANGUS MACMILLAN, MINISTER.

dhe i 0 L FOPOGRAPHY ARD NATORAL Hisrory, :
+ Name.—Kilmorie, the name of the parfsh, is derived from Kill-
mhiure, i.e. St:Mary’s. . Its most: southern extremity is in lati-
tude: 55° 20/ 80% and in longitude 4° V7. I extends from
Largybeg Point on the soyth, te Lochranza water on the north, a di-
vect distance of about twenty-four miles. - The ruggedness of the in~
teriorrenderstravelling through it impracticable, and the consequens
pircuitousness of the road, which winds along the shore, increases
the actual distance between the extremities of the parish to neap.
Iy thiry miiles. .~ Its average breadth is @ miles, and its area about
10,600 Scots scres. - Hs figure is semi-elliptical ; the greater axis
. setendiwg  from the southern to the northern extremities, in &
- siwmight: lisie, ;passing. through the centre of the island, and divid~
#ng thin parish, through  its whole lengih, from Kilbride parish;
the cimanfirence runing slong the- shore, bounded, on the:south,
from Largybeg Point o the Brown Head, by: the Frith of Clyde,
waparating ‘it from’ that pari of Ayrshirs called Carriek, from which
- about sixteon miles distant ; and on the east, from the Brown
Haad to-Lochranza, by the Sound of Kilbrandon, sepamting it from
. kimtyre, from which it is on: an average: six miles distant,. . .
s he: axable.land -is | shiefly: confined  to - the: vicinity - of - the sea
rooesh o 0n the south, . it lies on an ;giafated terrace about half-a-
1. Jnile beoad; having a:precipitous sea bank in frent; aod heath-elad
. bille.igi the beck ground. - On the east, the vale. of Shisken, the
2« zowsk fertile nnd bost cultivated partof the islaad; rmins a gonsiders-
. bl distance into' the: interior; and contains above 1700 Scots aeres
- pfamble laad: . Jrom; this. tor: Lpchmnge, the seil. is. in. goneral
| oieiley snd:the.ground sieep and. nbeven. In the see bank, which
LIAEEE ey ”%ﬁu‘ﬂmﬂm%&uﬂhpﬁd{mﬁm
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we have mentioned, and which. is also found at Shiiken, there
are wumerous caves and fusures; some of them very spacious.and
romantic. - These will be more particularly described under an-
other division of this account. The extent of ccast is about 30
-miles, and is in geméral bold and.rocky, especially at Dippen,
Struey, Brown Head, and Drumidoon. The principel bays ‘are -
those of Kilpatrick, ‘Machry, and Lochranza ; but it is only in the
Jast that there is either shelter or anchorage,  The principal
headlands are Dippen, (a land-mark well-known to all: who navie
gate the-Clyde,) and the Brown:Head. - Off this; and abount a mile
from the shore, lies the Iron Isle, a sunken rock of considerable
length, but only visible at low water. About the same diatance from
land, and opposite Kildonan, lies the low and green island of Pladda,
on which a lighthouse 40 fest high was built about the year 16060,
A mew, higher, and more-elegans one was built in the year 1624,
The former one was allowed to remsin, and thus, by showing two
lights, the one abo¥e the other; Pladda light is distinguished from
Cumbrae, which lies about twenty-two miles farther up the Frith
These lights are stationary, and erected upon sepurate: towers,
the one above the other. They appear like two stars of the first
magnitude at the distance of four .or five leagues, or at lessey
distances, according to the state of the atmosphere. - When maem
in.one line, they bear from each other, north and souths:. .=
The temperature of this parish, and other parts of the wmtumﬂ
surrounded by the sea, is understood not to be 0 warm i summen,
nor so cold in winter, as that of other places in the same paialiel,
and of the sameelevation, én the east coast, nordoes the medulm tenin
perature vary so much here, as it does in the broadest pnrhﬂf Br.i- |
tain, toward the south of England, where: it is ot distand:
the ses. - Sall less does it vary so much asit ‘does o the ssipe
railel on the opposits continents of Europe 'and America. '!t
air is keen and bracing 3 the climate dry and salubrioos; fﬂt‘l‘hﬂgh :
the height of the mountaine attract the ielouds, :and'icause-mord
rain-to fall here than in parts which ave:ioss hilly,: yet the e -
‘yousrivalets which nin down their sides; and flow throvgbrtlioglins, -
oo carvics it avay, and thus the eountay is fnow fronk ulithoss ¥k
pours which: urise from stagnunt waters, awd: M'ﬁ Mﬂﬁ-
mwhi&pmml in bow wd humﬂﬂim b b
v+ Thopderstorms are by no-nviney of idet
summer.Jtis imposible to convey: mmmw ,
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@ratdeur. and-awful solemnity of such & seene. - -Snow-gtorme also
oecasionally happen ; but, comning as- they do from the north-east
and .east; and-having, consequently; .to.cross a great .oxtent of
oountaing beform they reach this island; they are, in great mea~
Sirey spent before they arrive. ' Sometimes, however, the ground is
wovered with snow to a considerable depth ; but though in the deep
¥acesses and ravines of the granite. mountains. it lies deep, and long,
iyet-it seldom lies Jonger than a fow days in the low grounds, and

- <an the sea-shore. it is speedily dissolved, s :
@i The following metearo logical Table has been obligingly furnish-
wd.by Robert Stevenson, Eaq.: Civil-Engineer. It is taken from
the : journal kept at Pladda. Light-house, situate in the county of
Jhuate, in 66° 30 north latitude, and 5° & west longitude, elevated
130 feet above the medium level of the sea, containing monthly and
Annual averages of the observations made daily for the year 1836,
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- u:The sireams, orrisulets, awing to the mountsinons characiir, of
- dbnsisland, are numeroys ;. msny of them. of considesable. size snd
 Epiitya and. all aflarding geod spert teibe.angler.. Some of them,
i their: connse, form ahacagles, of grest height. and. beauty,. Thnose
- B0ntAnvarving of sotide ere the cascades. of, Easiore; .on Auchip-
o otz ava. Esacomban,:an. Leven waten, ; The, former .ncaas
siopally presents cpbenomcsen of singular and-beautiful appeqty
B g o T o YT T PO
Ahnintorion,, Khaseiol most-nete.aen Luch fotsacabons. s soils
i Jength, beit very narrow, and Loch Tanna, about two miles in
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vength, likewise very narrow forits. hmgth ¥ the former cﬂahrﬂﬂ
for:its salmon, the latter for its trent... :
Lochranza is the only salt water loch-m tlla pamlu It. is abai.tt
a mile in length. . .Near its bead; and on theisouth side, & sal
low peninsula projeets into the loch, and forms within, a commodi-
ous basin. nf great depth and. security. . On the peninsula: stands
the ancient castle of Lochranza, once a royal hunting residencs;
but now roofless, and fast falling to ruin. ' During! the seasdn:of
herring-6fishing, Lochranza.is a place of great: resort. < Feid or
three bundred boats may often be seen lying. st mlinr, drying
their .nets in the bay ;.and seldom will & lovelier #ight be ssen
than when, in the summer evening, they-inové simultanecusly ouit -
of the loch, separating as they advance, o shoot thmr nets on' the
ﬁshmg-gmmtd AR
. Adeology and M:mfegg‘-—-«ﬁrmn has. been muﬁh rmrtad o
by geologists. and mineralogists. . 'Within the limited compais
of thia aceount, we can:do mthmg more than. give a:brief sketeh
of this part of the subject, and .in doing so, we shall endeavaur1é
connect, as mach as possible, the local with the scientific: arvange-
ment. For this purpese, we shall commence at the north end-of
the parish. There the hills are all composed of the primary fom
mation, which extends from Lochranza to Torsa. “:To thé south of
lorsa, the country is more level, and the strats Enll!‘&]j' of- tha nﬁ«
condary formation.. o 00T oo G o YT
Giramite.—Benvarian and Glenc&tﬂcul.—ﬂ'rha granite o thuw '
rish is of & much finer grain than that in Gﬂ&lfell and tha a&gﬁ-
cent hills. . HTEyERE
Mica Slate.— Mica and chlorite ﬂl.n.te arbaud alnngﬂm !boiir :
from Lochranza to Iorsa, and forar the htﬂs in: timt dﬁtﬁu! mmt :
they come in contact with granite. = gt
Clay . Slate~— Argillaceous  and . clay -slate app-énr I:mt in’ m
smatt detached apot on' the south-went nf Imhi'an:u a It*tsw&r; i
abundant in the neighbouring parish. . . i i j
- Conglomernte : comes uext i vrdes; and mny«be dﬁm to'g
-mtaga adong the: shory, from: Jorsate: Kinghi: ﬂbﬁ,&dnd%
the. mmd&ry billy above Shisken.:/ The: ingredios Fhat vt
4mte: its composition are. ﬁ-ngmh d{adqmmw
wacke-slate, quarta, a little jasper, and: ssadstone: Thess arefc L2
nerally. rounded, as if worky by attrition,s undisseeidein bivgi 1
mﬁﬂmn WMWMMM* 43 H‘-d-}“ 'f'i’fii
mamphmmmm- prpfomoriite; bl oRUAR
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#cabove. it, - This rock is found in great abundance from Machry
to.Dirumidoor, and also at the eastern extremity of the parish. The
beds are: tually of great thickness, and very much melmed as they
appeoach the primary sandstoné.

White sagdetone, a. variety considered by some as distinct from
the former; lines:the coast on the east side of the parish. - It con-
sisks of -numerous beds a few foet in thickness, separated. by thin
Jayers of shiwer... - The thickness of all this series of beds combin-
o4t ganpot be less than 1000 feet. : This species of rock is very
extausively. distributed, extending along the shore from Shisken to
Dlppgn, n tllﬂtancu along the coast of twelve miles, and throughout
its whaole course is visible, save when covered with ﬂ?eﬁymg rocks,
such as porphyry, or trap, or when intersected by veins of basait.
it is not confined to the sea shore, but extends backward into the
interior. beneath the secondary bilis, to the other side of the is-
labd; as may be seen where'the water courses have worn away the
oweclying soil or rock. - The dip of the strata is to the south, and.
varies from an angle of 20° to 48°. -

-« Arap Rock,~~The varieties of this class of rocks extend over the
';amndlry sandstone, and -are so numerous, and pass into each
ather in: such a wanuer, that it would be more than uzeless to at-
sempk & description of all that mineralogists have enumerated, and
r_hich are-to be found in this parish.

#7Greenstone sbounds most aboutDippen rocks.
:: Ditkanof - hault and greensmne intersect the whole southern

i Ihﬂl“‘h i Lo deiask
- v T e tma‘byuf tmp called cJ:r&ltone abounds in Plndda, and ip
. ghaibills! of the ddjesent part of the island. -
e Myr&nmhil the a.bma varigties  of .trap” rocks Iuva their

porphiyries near the same locality. The. variety most worthy .of
. ot is that called .clinkstene porphyry, which is of a grey co-
- Joor, and-found on: the farm of - Dmmndmﬂ, and ti:-e hxll to the
. lr.mﬂi of it:¢jlled the Brownhead. ©
P hhnhﬁnnp porphyry s s atriking fﬁum in the mmamlagjr of
Wﬁh_g!wh ‘grest abundance i the vicisity of King's
%m Toimnes, in . veins.of grest. thickness. . Tt sometimes
- 0D ~' _' : Wtuwhatmbymmmlkﬁhm’n-

,_*g:-:'-e Fidiwi=

i %Mw&rﬂm in-the po.mh
¥ .at. Glenloig, and Claghan. sipn,
G - mm }bm-nppmg ﬂqlﬂost.
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act purity. = No teaces of shells, or of.any other fopyil remaine .
are to be-found init. . Hence, it is beliaved to be uf"oidﬁrhm-
tion than that found at Corrie, and other parts of tha island.: -

Independent minerals.~—In granits, rock-crystals; talc, m
stilbite.—-Jn frap rock, prebnite, mesatypa, chalosdeby: il i)

Names qf the rochs and simple minerals in ¢haiparish : Guﬁim.
(No gueiss is any where found in it), mica slate, chlorite slatw,
clay slate, copglomerate, breccia or puddingstbiley. red. aandstons,
white sahdstone, clinkstone, greenstons, basalt,: basadtie-porphyry,
greenstons -porphyry, chnkstana—purphyrg, p:mbsﬁoﬂwphhmﬂ»
porphyry.

Simple Minerals.— Roﬂk-nrystal taic, aptduta, utllhltn, pm:hmtu,
mesotype, chalcedony in pitehstone veius.

.All varieties of soil-are.to be found in'the pnrmh. Hpnrm
shore it is sandy or gravelly ; heynnd this,.it s generally: chma
and in the vicinity of the hills, which are. mwham ahove = mﬂa
and a-balf from the ses, it is mobay. The atrathﬂ Eﬂnng tha ﬂﬂg
sides are rich loam.

The only mines wrought in the| p:mah, are: tht limmunn qunr-
ries of Clachan and. Glealoig, and these..but.fo s limited extent,:

¥

owing partly to their difficulty. of access, partly. to: their distanoe ;

from tha arable land, but chiefly to thé want of fual $o: !mrn l:h
stoneé.. EEVEE
Botany.— Arran is a feld, that ima h:l:hnrtu bﬁen hent httit ml-
tivated by the botanist, , It is seldom  that-he bas,penetrated : its
wild and saquestered glens, or clisbed its alpma haightss: bt
when at any time he hasdone soy he has:been. amply; mpuﬂxﬁr
bis toil ; and I doubt noty when it is.fully expldred;.iwilk b foumil
gs rich in plasts: as in minersls. : We.dubjdin. n'lut‘r ﬂf -ty ilent .
planu ﬂﬂwpnmb with: their lesalities,: 6. [ Lavdiep Siti

Al ine Plants..” SR T _u}.;m_

EIEIEI Inm www&f m:d. “"-'.-"Jt.

M;ehemiuhjl in Ben B e
Thalictrom pn:xm e UhtimﬂW' ks i“f

- Bnb-nipma Plantsi o0 witedonilind 5
Lw Clachnige: 100 .. Loholia, Bioitwanng:. Mh‘%ﬂ oy ;--"-' :
palud Kildonan. " Yioln caniia. . ':

ipipactis-ensifolia, (eXtYeely tré%;’ ~ Biassiod iondatic' m, M‘W
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< Fom four last Were not known to exiss i the island till a “faw
yms ago; when they weve discovered by a young gentleman be-
longing to the parish: - They are extremely rare; so mieh so; that
the only otlier plaves ‘where they are known to exist in Britain, are
the Mull of Galloway, and the Head of Houth in:Iveland. : The
Iur.ﬁgm ay‘mﬂm '8 very seidom foemd in @ wild state:in Bcnt-

Thﬂ forﬁntﬂ whmh ﬂﬂverad th-e Lalund s0 late as tha time of I]Ban
.[}amid Munro, who published his tour through the Hebrides in
the:yedr 1567; have almost entirely disappeared ; and no attempt
has as yet been made. to replace them. The only spot of the pas
rish' that has been planted is a large tumulus on the farm of She-
dog. The trees are very healthy, and mnsrdenng the small body
thigre is of them, and the exposed situation im which they stand,
thrive' remarkably well.- Were parts of the hill-sides covered with
- plantations, end: c]umps of trees mterspemed through the low-
dands, -especially along the banks of the rivers and streamiets, it
would relieve the country of the bleak and naked aspect that it now
p:mma, #ad increass both the beauty and the valwe of the property.

RKoology.~The destruction of the forests has: proved fatal to-ali
snimals of prey; if such at any time existed in the island, and
slireatens . 40.prove equally se to thosa of ‘the chase. - Foxes,
badgem, polecats, weasels, &c. which are common in the adjacent
@ctntien. of Aye and Argyle, are here unkrown: The. red-deer,
ahid to. have beeni onde very abundant in the parish, ave nowonly
ant bat rarely, to be met with in the wild and- solitary heighte. of
#tlenespig, Glnnmrsa, and Glenfas. . Hares ave proity numesouss
hud:rabbits abousd ‘among the downs on the ﬂﬂﬂ—ihore, abd: tim

hlg-hur ol ghe intarior: . .

. [Fhe native breed of horses, uattle, and aheep, hns anumky dﬂ—
B a.ppeared within the last twenty years, and a new and much improved
- ome beeniintroduced in Heetead: This ehange has been effected
. -paetly by imiportution, and pm:ﬂy by cmsamg, but chlﬂﬂj by the
lntter mode.
ks "Ehe miativs. breed of hamg, aup}msed ‘to have in it & dosh -of
Wﬁh.. oo, was diminutive, but rémarkably sure-foated,; haniy,
5L, . ‘That at-present used, approximases-Bearer in size
| ml!y:qnm {0 thei Azrshire breed ;. which bmug honviwmbatr
i daradeptio -lfniha-:pw of dgricultare; - bl 41 et i
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and supposed to be' of Norwegias nﬂgm. ‘This lias been dhpp]ﬂn'h
ed by the black-faced ; and it agein, in one instante, butto'a cons
$iderable extent, has been crossed with:¢the Cheviot. ' It was fe-aracl
that these wounld not:be sufficienmly bardy for the:climate, but “se
far:as the experiment has gone, 'they. have not in any degres &
teriorated, but have fully realized the expectation of the fartoer; -

The native breed of eattle, seems to have been: a mongrel ‘of
Galloway, Ay, and - Argyleshire, with-:little‘attention - &ither
to size or symmetry; they were comsequently reckened ‘in'thé
market of an inferior description. - Very:considerable attention
has been paid to their improvement since 1819, in the first instance
by the proprieter, .who introdueed bulls of & superiorbreed from
Argyleshire, giving the free use of them to the tenantry. - Siwed .
that period the tepantry themseives have taken an interest inthé
matter, and the improvement has been most marked-and rapid:
Should the same system be persevered in for a few years'longer;
Arran will not be behind any part of the H:ghlands incits bﬂﬂn&
of black-cattle,

Goats are now kept only on one farm, and here tbay haﬂ: i{lﬂg
since ceased to milk them..

'The roe, the wild bosar;: and capercmlme. are said to have hﬂﬂl
at one time very abundant in the partah ‘and the:fact of its being
part of the Rﬂyal hunting domain, gives credibility to:the tradition's
but they have been long since ‘extinct.  Black-game and gredse
swarm in ‘the most unbounded . profusion. - Thbé plarctighn i
found on the tops: of the ‘ granite inounteins, and- partridges are
sometimes met with on the low-lands of the Southefid.: . Flovers
and starlings are common. Eagles, kites, hawks of various: kimtn,
owls, and carrion-crowss were' so at- obe'tihe Hikewise; ‘but since
the -proprietor has given a premium for their destruction, they

have nearly been extirpated. - 'Fhe 'smaller birds, such as spar- i

rows, bullfincbes, f&e: have become vastly ‘miore mumerous gince

these enemies of their kind have boen destroved, - ;. -
Several species of snakes: are found: in the woodu glam, npd

woorlands adjoining the arable ground ; but seldomiFfever in the ' .

heights of the :interior, ; Tl:ia bi.rgeot ol' them uhetwm th:ma-_' :':"

andfuur foet long: T ST
"Front and. lnlmmi are; ﬁ:-lindm ﬂkr&dmwwﬂﬁe 4l

hkﬂ-, g&nd:salwon in Loph ddvss ~Newhor mlww*n' bl

atmpdant m:thoy worsifdesiy: yearsagels ke detveinety Ptth o |
sng te therwant of Mwmww 3
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48 ' - BUTESHIRE,

of lime in sagricsdture. The salmon enters the rivers in July, and
returns. in, October. - No. fishiogs are:let.. . .. AR

. Seals and otters are found. along the shore. The sea around
the whole, parish. is -well- stocked with fish of all descriptions.
Haddock, whiting, mackerel, seath, snd cod abound.: Ling and

turbot are caught offthe Southend ;. but the fishermen engaged in

taking them are almost all from the Ayr coast. Lobster and
‘crab fishing is cartied on by the natives about Kildonan, for the
Glasgow market. At the Northend, the herring-fishery is carried
on with great spirit, skill, and success by the inhabitants, who ‘in
% great measure depend upon it for their subsistence. -
Lonchology.—The following is a list of the. rarer shells of the

parish, drawn up by the. Rev. Mr - Landsborough of Stevenston. .

Arphidesma compressum | Nucula nugleus

Bulla lignaria Lucina flexucas Terebratuls aurits
n kaibrioey ; Bcalarin clathrus Aptarte compressa
ria Turjond - Telling sqealids Yeous cassina
Trochos magus - - CTaEEA Cardium exiguum
Fuses. corneas Yenune fascinta madiaom
Amphidesina pabsscens Venerupis-virginea Pectucculus pilosus,

—— gdeolive

I1.—Cavir HisTony,

There are few events of historical interest connected with this

parih, excopt such as rre common to the other islands of the He-
_ beidds, till the time of King Ruobert Bruce. After his disastrois
wdefeat at: Methven, and his perilous escape at Dalry, he retired
with -a fow of :his most influential and intrepid adherents to the
‘snallisiand of Rathrin, on the notth coast of Ireland, There, under
.. the protection of the Lord of the Isles, he spent-the winter of 1807,
sighing, as he viewed the dark and distant hill§ of his beloved
dountry; o e PR LoE el : §
AL 5 : "% 0 Bootland, shall it ere be mine, : )

To wreak thy wrongs in battle line,
To ralse my vietor hands, and see,
+ Kby bills, thy welop.thy poople. frae |
BTMM of bliss is all I erave,’
dbwrist my labibure, and the grave."Lovd of the Srier.

On the return’ of spring, hé crossed ‘over to Arran, whither he
. wihoy o s wling, -+ s il e

.- i ?’i' ':*.'-.--:-;'_:.':};,f.f “Hﬁ'iﬂmmum who ﬁnﬂ-iﬁﬁ P‘h: .
_ ‘ i And rome in dewbtful hope g, " P | DRy T f s T
: !HkﬁlﬂﬂhﬁMﬂdma{i ‘Arran, ho could live coriosal-

bad deshipréceded ty Lerd James Douglas and Sir Robert Boyd,
3 ' EE AR i bt ;
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strength ; to fan the embera of hberty that still lived in the
bosoms of his countrymen, and be at hand to take advantage of
any false movement on the part of his foes, or any favourablé one
on that of his friends. During his stay on the island, he-made a
cave, on the sequeostered shore of Drumidoon, the place of his

_usual mfiidence. How long he remained here is uncertain, but it
was sufficiently long to attach the inhabitants unalienably to his

interests. A body of their number fought under his banner at
Bannockbumn, and for services then rendered, or kindnesses for-
merly shewn, after his accession to the throne of his ancestors, h&
gave many of them grants of land on the island, one of which is
held by the lineal descendant to this day.

The circumstances of his'departure ‘are somewhat differenily
related. . Tradition, which always affects the romantic, narrates,
that one morning, while musing in bed over his past misfortune,
and his future prospects, he ohserved a spider vigorously endeavour-
ing to raise itself to the roof of the barn in which he lay. . Once
and again it failed in its attempts, just as many times as he had
done in his, to regain the throne of his ancestors. Though often
baffled, vet it still persevered, and ultimately succeeded. Ani-
mated by this prophetic incident, alone, and disguised as a min=-
strel, he crossed over to his maternal castle of Turnberry, in.Car-
rick, then garrisoned by the English under Percy.  Should he
find matters favourable to his cause, he was to make a signal to
his friends whom be left behind, by lighting a fire on an eminence
above the castle, on seeing which they were to follow him, . In-
stead, however, of finding them favourable, he found them ;quit?
the reverse. 'The grrrison was strong and vigilant ; his partisans,
few, feeble, and dispirited ; and even his own hereditary vassals
indifferent, if not hostile. " _ _

« Long lurssssd by oppressar’s bayd,

Courage and, futh Eﬂ! the hndi .

And over Cavrick, davk and deep,

Had sunk dgection’s iren sloop.rr Lord qf.ma Taley. .

The mmstr-el muuargh was - therefore on the- eve of mturmug, Fhﬂp
Providence achieved: ﬁ:r bhim what his own prudam would mot:
bave permitted him. te attempt- ; A fire was raised. for. some’ nﬂ:mr
purpose on the very spot whore the premmﬂad -signal was_ o
have: been lighted. :Aware:.of ths: maaqm Bewies - ﬂ)ﬂﬂ#«lbﬂ
night on the beach, that be might apprise his-lripnds of the Miige
take, before their arrizel coild be diaoerered by the suemy; Fhey
reached the shore before mmm:&&%mm

BUTE. -
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and thougl' assured that any attemipt to surprise or carry the
castle, or to raise the country, was desperate, and thc-ugh dissuad-
ed, it is said, by-their royal leader, and urged to return in silence
‘to their former retreat, they resolutely refused to qu:t. the land of

their fathers, till they had either freed it, or fallen in its rescue,
“ Answered fierce Edward, * Hap what may, Y
In Carrick, Carrick’s lord ehall atay ;
I would not minstrel told the iale,
Wildfire or meteor made us quail,
I will not eredit that this land,
8o famed for warlike beart and hand,
The nurse of Wallace, and af Eruce.

Wil long with t granta hold a truce,’
¢ Prove we otr the brunt will kide,”

B:r Bﬂ d—so Hnye-wm Lennoa ecried,
—s0 vowed the leadm all.

Su.'t Bruce resolved—* And in my hall,

Since the bold Southern make their home,

The houar of judgment soon shall eome,

When with a rough, and rugged host,
Clifford may reckon to his cost.” "—Ibid.

" The manner of Bruce’s departure, as related by the accurate Lord
Hailes, in his Annals of Scotland, is circumstantially the same
with that banded down by tradition, with the single exception of
the task of exploring the country, being committed to a confiden-
tial messenger, instead of being undertaken by the King in par—
“gon,
" The sequel of the story, which forms one of the brightest pages
in the annals of Scotland, belongs not to this part of the work.

At a subsequent, but more recent period, Arran supplied an
asylum to ‘another, who like Bruce, was outlawed for his rebel-
Hous adherence to the Royal cause of Scotland. After the dis-
‘comfitare of the rising of 1745, the Honourable Charles Hoyd,
son of the uofortunate Lord Kilmamock, who expiated the part
he took in'it, on the Tower Hill of London, fled to this parish,
where he lay concealed in the farm of Aucheliffin, till he found an
opportunity of escaping to France,© While living in this gloomy
and sequestered glen, he happened to fall on a chest of medical
books, and amused himself by the study f that science, which he
afterwards turned to benevolent aceount. -wikfler a residence of
twentjr years inFrance, he returned to his ‘Mifliwe eountry, and fixed

: I!i‘s tesidonce at ‘Aberdeen,? This is the ‘Person whom Boswell
meritions  as ‘havisg réceived Himself and Dr Johnson, when on

. -fher the Baktiof Brrol: -+
Wi the! atchptmn of the grants mentiened abova, as made by
‘Rivg Wobért, the property of the island sivce the tm uf Alex-

m *
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ander I111., who wrested it from the Danes, by the defeat of Haco,

continued in the crown till the reign of James IIL The greater .

part of it seems to have been kept as a- hunting .domain for the
Kings of Scotland, whose residence was the Castle of Lochranza.
In 1384, Arran is mentioned by Boethius as the property of Ro-
bert, till great Steward of Scotland, afterwards Robert II. When
ravaged by Donald, Earl of Rothes, and the Lord of the Isles, in
1456, it was.the possession of James Il.~~James Il on the mar-
ringe of the Princess Margaret to Sir Thomas, son of Lord Boyd,
erected Arran into an earldom, and gave it as a dowry to his
sister. Afier her discreditable divorce from Sir Thomas, she was
married a second time to Sir James Hamilton, and the same por-

tion given her as on her first marriage. Arran thus’ became, in

1474, the property of the family of Hamilton, in which it has con~
tinued till the present day. The unentailed part of it, extending
from Jorsa to Lochranza, was baqueathed by the late Duke Dou-
glas to his only daughter, the Honourable Mrs Wesatenra, to whom
it now belongs. The only other proprietor in the parish is John
Fullerton, Esq. of Kilmichael, who holds the property of White-
farlan, by the grant of King Robert.

Eminent Characters.— The Rev. William Shaw, author of the
first Gaelic Grammar and Dictionary that were published, was
born at Clachaig in this parish. In this arduous and patriotic
undertaking, he was honoured with the patronage and advice of
the then Earl of Eglinton, and the celebrated Dr Samuel Jobhn-
son. As it claims to be the birth-place of the first Celtic scholar,
go also it claims to be the death-place of the first Celtic bard.
Ossian is said to have died here. - ;

Antiguities and Natural Curiosities,—There are a few Danish
forts, Druidical circles, obelisks of unhewn stone, and tumuli of
considerable magnitude, scattered through the parish.

By far the largest and most important of
the Doon, on the farmiof Drumidoon. The seazcliffs in front
form a defence Wﬂ-ﬂ{ perpendicular.  On the land side, theas-
cent is steep, and ‘il the summit, on the edge of this inclined

these fortifications is

piane, there is a wall extonding from: the cliffs on the ope side; 4o

¢he cliffs on the other #ide, enclosing & level area of several acrol
containing what appears to be the ruins of rude habitations.: 'Bh.g
wall; which was dry built, is now fallen, and-a great: gusgtitiof
the stone carried away for drains, dikes, e.i; but sﬂﬂ*homw
vory extonsive, and thie guteway distinctly discernibile. . ta:i s
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There is another, but much smaller one, called Tor-achaisteil,
- on the farm of Sliddery. = Though generally regarded asa Danish
fort, its size, situation, appearance, and name, seem rather to in-
dicate that it was a castle or circular building, roofed in either for
refuge or defence. ' Druidical circles are found on many of the
moors, and the moss which generally surrounds them prilges the
places to have been at one time covered with wood. The most per-
fect and interesting of these is that on © Shiabh-nan-carachan,” on
the farm of Tormore, It is called * Siudhe choir Fhionn,” or
Fingal’s cauldron seat. All structures or monuments of magnitude
are invariably ascribed by the Highlanders to the gigantic race of
Fingal, whose stature and strength, if estimated by their works,
"completely cast the sons of Anak into the shade. On this circu-
lar row of stones, the cauldron of Fingal is said to have been stp-
ported, and if its depth bore any proportion to its diameter, it might
have served for a boiler to the largest steamer that has yet crossed
the Atlantic. In one of the stones that form the circle, there is
a perforation, evidently artificial, and well worn on the edges, to
which Fingal tied his favourite dog Bran,

Immediately adjoining this circle, stand three upright columns
of rough unhewn stones, about 5 feet in height and 11 in cir-
cumference. A fourth has long since fallen, or been broken down
by the surface, and attempted to be made into mill-stones; but
they seem to have been speiled in the making, for they still re-
main on the spot.  As one-third, at least, of their entire length
must be under ground, that cannot be less than 20 feet. They
consist of primitive red sandstone, and millstone grit-—a species of
rock that is not to be found in situ near the spot. They must,
therefore, have been carried from a considerable distance, up a
long but gentle ascent, to their present position,’ The conveyance
of such immense blocks, from such a distance, and by such a way,
 would require more skill in mechanics than is possessed by the pre-
" seot. inhabitants of the parish, Tradi_tiqﬁtherefﬂre, ascribes their
erection to Fingal, and his followers, thotgh: by scme it is consi-
dered as- more probably due to the Secandingvians, who long pos-
sessed the islands of the Hebrides, and whose wative country is
" thickly set with such massive movuments. : In the moss around the
eminenpe on which these obelisks stand, large trunks of oak trees
are found imbedded, whick show that the place was 'fnrmeri:,_r a
foresty and which has been held as proof that this was a fase of
Dryidical devotion. . We know: that the. Diuids perfornred their

.'-J_-" B kR T THe University of Edinbyral £
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religious worship in groves, and that columns and circles similar to
those that here exist mark the place of ite celebration. Stone-
hegne, and all similar remains of aﬁ:iqﬂity, will ever be attributed
to the Druids,—yet they are found in countries-such as Scandi-
navia and Scotland, where we have no evidence to-show that they
ever eaisted. We have no information of them, except what is fur-
nished us by the Roman writers, who state, that their prmclpal
seats were in Gaul and Britain, and that they worshipped exclu-
sively in groves. The mobuments of antiquity ealled Druidical
wers clearly erected for public purposes, whether legislative,
judicial, festal, sepulchral, or sacred, and consequently vary much
in form and dimensions. A copious account of those found in
-Sweden has been published by M. Secberg, the most distinguish-
ed antiquary of that country, but unfortunately in his own native
language. One of these described by him is remarkable, as -the

stones of which it is composed are arranged in the shape of a ship,

some of the rows representing the position of the masts, others
the yargs, &c. evidently indicating the burial place of a distinguish-
ed naval officer. The probability of these remains in Seotland
being of Scandinavian origin, is ‘heightened by the fact of their
being chiefly found on the coasts and islands that were most fre-
quented by the Norsemen. :

Similar obelisks are found in different other parts of t.hn parmh
but they are evidently monumental, such are those at Maregrioch,
Auchinear, &c. &e. In the. former place, there are two coluomné
about 80 feet distant. Between them there is a parallel:row of
smaller stones, forming:a parallelogram about 4 feet wide. At a
little distance, a smaller area is enclosed in a similar menner. - The
larger is said to be the grave of one of Fingal's heroes ;- the smalied
that of his dog. - Both were opened some time since, but found to
contain nothing but dust.and stones. Instead: of the: side ‘stories
forming the parallelogram being replaced in their: former: ﬂtuatlﬂﬂ,
as interesting monumagts. of antiquity, ali that mld be- mm“ad

were catrried away for | ldmg

There are also. many cairos or tumuh in the pansh *I‘ha
largest. in Secotland is-said: to be that at Blackwater Foot. -1ty
now much dimivished in size, owing to the great quaniity of stones
that bas been carried away from it for dikes, drains, liouses, fee.
but .when entire, it was. said. t0 measure scross upwards! of ‘900
feet. - To the north of ity and. not far from:Sliabh uecarachan; -
is another, ssid to mark the spot where': Fingaliheld Yis eoustiof -

i " - ’
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justice, = The stone on which the culprit stood is still pointed out,
and called the Panel’s stone. In the neighbourhood is the farm where
he celebrated his feast of shells. His daughter’s grave is shown on
the farm of Drumidoon. It is an immense unhewn trough or flag-
stone, resting horizontally upon vertical stones at each end, deeply
fixed on the ground. On being opened, there was only found in it
an urn containing ashes. The urn was broken in the opening, and
the fragments carried off by those engaged in the operation.
The place was evidently one of sepulture, for around it are a
number of vertical stones, which, by their arrangement, clearly in-
dicate their object. About the middle of Glen-in-tshuidhe, ‘and
by -the side of the old road, a cairn, now moss-covered, callad
suidhe Challum Chille, marks the spot where St Columba sat down
to refresh himself with his disciple, when travelling through the
island, evangelizing its heathen inhabitants, Another cairn, called
Aran, or Ar Fhinn, on the shore of Catacol, marked the spot
where Fingal defeated the Norsemen under Manus, son of the
King of Sweden, whence some say the island took its name. The
present road has been cut through it, and its materials used for it
formation, so that now not a vestige remains to mark its site.

- dteligious Houses.—The ruins of the Convent of St Bride, ce-
lebrated by Sir Walter Scott, in his Lord of the Isles, as the lone-
ly residence of the Lady Isabella, were but recen tly to be seen at
Lochranza. The very foundation has lately been razed and re-
moved, and not a stone now marks the cloisters, where dwelt the
Maid of Lorn. - The ruins of an oratory or cell belonging to. a
monk called Jokn, and containing the remains of the saint, stand
on the farm of Balnsculs. Near it, and in the middle of the
burying ground at Clachsn, is the grave of St Molies, ¢ the bare-
headed servant of Jesus.”  His first residence was in the lale of
Lamlash, or the Isle of Molios; but he afterwards removed to
Shiskan, and fixed his residence where now repose his remains. He
diod heve at the advanced age of 120, Oq:the stone which covers
his grave, and which is said to have been: Brought from Iona, the
figure of the saint, arraved in the robes of a mitred abbot, with
chalice and. crosienin his bands, is not inelegantly sculptured, - Till
- within the last: fifty. years, it was customary for females aftar their
confinement, to repair 1o the grave of the:saint, and there. deposit
wpon the stone a ailver piece, as a. thauk-_aﬂ'erigg for - their reep.
very. ... The nuins of another chapel are to be seen on the farm: of
Binnicarragan. - This. seems to have ‘been .in former tiinea: the

L [}
e
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place of worship for the district, and around it that for. interment,
tili the removal of the former to Kilmone, Tafants sre still bu-~
- vied in it, and the wall that enclosed it may still be traced by its

ruins, but the only monument of them which lie beneath, is a stone,
beautifully carved. A well, once celebrated for its miraculous sa-
natory virtues, stands at a short distance from the chapel.

Castles.— Lochranza Castle, now roofless, and fast falling in
ruins, stands upon a small green peninsula, near the entrance of
the loch. The date of its erection is uncertain, but it -is enume-
rated in 1380 among the royal castles, as a hunting-seat of the
Scottish sovereigns. It was afterwards inhabited by the Montge-
meries of Skilmorlie, the ancestors of the family of Eglintoh, who
possessed a considerable part of the north end of the parish, but
lost it in wadset to the family of Hamilton. Kildonan Castle is
" a square tower, standing on the edge of a precipitous sea~cliff, op~

osite to Pladda. It scarcely deserves the name of a castle, and
seems rather to have formed one of a line of watch-towers, extend-
ing from the entrance of the Clyde to the Rock of Dumbarton, It
was originally the residence of a family of the name of Macdonald,
to whom the adjoining lands belonged. From these, it passed to
the Stewarts of Kilquhully, in Bute, who sold it, with the rest of
their properties, to the Marquis of Bute, from whom it was lately
purchased by the Duke of Hamilton.

Natural Curiosities.— The natural curiosities are numerous, hut
those most deserving of notice are the caves and cascades. Of the
former there are many, but the largest and most romantic ‘are
the Monster'’s Cave, at Strueyrock, which is-110 feet long, 40 feet
broad, and 80 high ; the Preaching Cave at Kilpatrick, ami
_ King’s Cave at Drumidoon, the retreat and residence of King Ro~

bert Bruce. It is 114 feet long, 44 broad, and 474 high. On
the side-wall, and near the entrance, were inscribed the letters,
M. D. R. These are now almast, if not aitngather, daleted by.the.
action of the weather, and the scribbling of visitants. But at its
southern extremity may'still be seen, rudely eut, a bunting scene,
said to bave been done by the fugitive monarch, as. fgurmtive of
his own condition, when he made this lonely cavern the .place of
his abode. Several other representations are said to have.govered
its walls, executed by the same hand ; bot they have all. been
“either enl:irely erazed, or rendered untrambla by those of more re-
cent writers. It has ldtely been. cleared of its accinoulated filth
and rubbish, and a wall'built around its ettrance, to: prevent. the
still remaining memorials of persecu myn!ty from bem‘g m;ui'&ﬁ, o
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or.sffacod by the wantonness of strangers. There are a number of
other caves beside it, some of them of equal magnitude, though
of less interest. . One of them is called the King's Kitchen ; ano-
ther his cellar; a third his stable, &c. The cascades we have
noticed elsewhere,

Land-vroners.—The only heritors in the parish are, His Grace
the Duke of Hamiltos ; the Hon, Mr Westenra; and John Ful-
lerton, Esq. of Kilmichael, whose rentals are ;:—

The Duke of Hamilton, . . L.6600 & 0
Hon, Mr Weatenra, . . . S 09
J. Fullerton, Eeqg. . . . 110 0 o

) Total rental of the parish, L. 0at0 o0 o

Parochial Registers,—There are Separate registers for session,
baptisins, and marriages, kept at Kilmorie, Shisken, and Loch-
ranza. Those of Kilmorie are the earliest, the fullest, and the
most accurate. The others are kept for the convenience of the
inhabitants, at places, where, from the great extent of the parish,
and the distance of the parish church, places of worship have been
érected, and the ordinances are administered, either by the clergy-
man or his'sssistant, Those of Kilmorie commence in May 1701,
and are regularly, fully, and beautifully kept till May 1729. From
this date till 1762, they are lost, with the exception of the scroll
mihutes of a fow meetings of session in 1736-7, on loose leaves
stitched together, but almost illegible. From 1762 il the pre~
sent date, they are ‘regularly and carefully, though not very taste-
fully kept.” - The two first volumes, whick are by far the most in-
teresting, are quite loose in the binding ; the edges much 'worn in,
and a good deal of the writing gone. 'The words that are lost could
still be ‘sapplied from the context, but, unless they Era'speedily
transeribed, from the decaying state of the paper, they will soon
be entirely destroyed. ' | '

A grain-mill at Shedog; a distillery at Lag, and a lint and wool-
mill at Burican, are the only public works in the parish.
T L —PoroLation,

- We have no aecessible means of-ascertaining the state of the
population’ pridr s 1791, though doubtless the rent-rolls would
furnish’ data for'a pretty accurate approximation, ‘as far back as

| they extend.

“ B0 1701, it amoutited 1o 2630
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‘The decrease of population in the last ter years was owing. to
the introduction of a new system of agriculture, by which the bam-
let or runrig svstem-of cultivation, which universally prevailed
through the parish prior to 1815, was entirely abolished on the
property of the Duke of Hamilton. Separate lots of land were
then given to -each tepant ; and many farms which were formerly
leased by eight or fifteen families, with as many cottars, were given
to one individual. In one instance, as many as four hamlets, each
gontaining & number of families, were depopulated, and converted
into a sheep-walk. Some of the ejected inhabitants emigrated to
North America, but by far the greater part of them removed to
the towns of Ayrshire. :

The pepulation is entirely rural. There is not one village in
the parish. .

‘The annual number of births during the seven years, from 1825
to 1831 inclusive, is 97 ; and the annual average number of mar-
riages during the same period, is 19. There iz no register of

deaths kept.
The number of persons under 15 yenrs of age, 788"
betwixt 15 and 30, . 462
: 80 and 50, . 349
50 angd 70, -1 |

upwards of 70, . T4
Bachelors and widowers upwards of 50 years of age, B0
Unmarried women upw. of 45 years, . 70

Insane, 2; fatuous, 6 ; blind, 2; deaf and dumb, 1.

Character of the People—Iu their persons, the people are ger
neraily tall ; at least they are above the middle size, athletic.and
very well made. Their features are open and regular, .and their
limbs remarkably well-formed. The women are decidedly tatlér,
handsomer, and better-looking than in most paris of the COUBEKY.
These remarks apply generally to the whole parish;, bat they more
particularly bold with regard to the south end of it. -Iu their man~
ners they are courteous and affable, having little of the awkwand
embarrassment which the Highland peasantry generally manifost
in addressing strangers and superiors. .. In. mind, they are distine
guished for . their sound sense, intelligence; acuteness, aod liveti-
ness.. . In business, they are active, enterprising, and. judicious,
Like all islanders, they are geberally inclined to a selaring e,

and. their proximity to the ports of Greenock mnm.g,

ford them ample opportupity to indalgs their ‘mariioes; prapatish
ties. - Baing genomlly-steady, honest, and. good seamen; smuh: of

them as have a nastical education, are: §ool promoted £o;tBe, coms

. J
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mand of vessels, and many of them latterly become themselves

owners. :
In few parishes is there a greater respect paid to religion, or a

more regular and devoted observance of its ordinances. A com-
petent and correct knowledge of the peculiar and fundamental

doetrines of the gospel is very generally. possessed, and among
them are to be found not a few spiritually-minded, lively, and in-

telligent Christians, adorning the gospel they profess, by a walk
and - conversdtion conformed to its precepts. After the revival
which took place in the parish under the ministry of the late Rev.
Neil Macbride, in 1812, there was scarcely a family in which the
worship of God was not maintained morning and evening, but, we
regret to say, that now it is by no means so common.

Many of the games, profane customs, and superstitions * pecu-
Har to the Highlands, formerly prevailed in the parish, but these,
together with the vices of drinking, swearing, &c. in a great mea-~
sure perished in the revival. We regret to say, that, among the
riging generation, who give little promise of walking in the foot~
steps of their fathers, the latter seem to be again reviving. Both

* The following extract from the session-records of Kilmorie will illustrate one
of the superstitious customs of the Highlande. It was by no means peculiar to this

island : . %
5 Session at Clachan, September 4, 1709, —Janet Hunter being formally summon-
@d, and called, compenred, and being questioned anent the report that was given forth
on her, that she used a charm for she discovery of theft, by turning the riddle, she
plainly confessed that she did use it ; and being farther interrogate what words she
used, sbre Teplied that she nsed oo words ; and being asked if she did not sa R
Pater, by Dayl, it was such a person,” she replied that she did vee these worda, and
none slse; and being farther int te, if the riddle did turn a¢ the naming of any
of those persons suspected, she replied that it did actuslly turn at the naming of one
and being interrogate further, who employed her, abe raplied it was Barbara M+ Marchie,
in the same town, who employed her ; and she being farther interrogate, if she had
any otbier body with her at the mid exorcite, she roplied that there was one Floresoce
M* Donaid, servitrlx to Hector M*Alister here, who was holding the side of the
shidars with her. Yt beéing farther interrogate, if she thought there was any fault or
#in in ity she replied that she thought there was none in it, seeing she used no bad
words ; and she being farther interrogate if she knew who It was that turned the
riddia, she aniwerad that she did not know : but devtnred that it was not she, not
the other who held it with ber, s0 far 55 she koew;: and it being told her that if.
nedther of them two turmed it, that it bohoved to be either God or the devil that
tornad it ; to'which she . replied that she did ot think it was God, and ahe hoped
it wea not the devil ; wherefore the minister laboursd to convinee her of the horrid
sin of this hellish art, and the heinousness of it, and how she had gone to the devil to
s #bd bow she might be guilty of biaming invocent: per-

gerkniow of socret ¥hE

mﬂﬂm horging her to lay ber sin to heart and repent; shs was removed, . And

the ¥ her confomdon into ‘comsiderntion, with the hatefulness of the
practies, and after mature deliberation, having the adviee of. the Presbtery,

wisked
on the ke affuir, they do unanimonaly appoint her to make her compearunce hefore
i "mmﬂmwwwm&!m repuntance, and for

thie colgregetiom

L mﬂmm e wuch mcts, they refer her to the sivil magistrate, to be
as shiall be i i 'him, either ¢mﬂﬂr ar unially s and she bei

mhw-thu-ngmw vt e ot o g o mnd b g .
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sweaaring and intemperance are become much more pmvalent thnn
they were twenty years ago.

In dwellings, dress, and diet, the people have of late years ba-
come very much assimilated to the peasantry of the low country
adjoining. The only striking. difference is in the head-dress -of
the married females, many of whom still continue to wear the high
cap, or mutch, instead of bonnets, They, in general, enjoy as
many of the comforts, and feel as few of the privations of life, as
others in the same station in more central parts of the kingdom:.
Absolute destitution is a thing unknown among the very pmrest.,
and the great majority of those who are above pauperism, enguy a
competency of the necessaries of life. -

Poaching is rare. Hlicit distillation prevailed till- a very recent
period, to a very considerable extent, but within the last ten years,
very decided measures were taken for its suppression, and it is now
almost entirely done away, Its demoralising effects were not des
veloped here so prominently, as in other places, frem the circum:
stance of its not being considered a disreputable pursuit, and there
being few, if any, in the parish, who, at some period of their lives,
were not engaged in some department of smuggling. To the
smuggler no stigma was attached on account of his &mploynient :
on the contrary, it was considered rather an honourable oceupa~
tion, as exhibiting an intrepidity and art that. acquired for.their
possessor a distinction in the minds of his companions. - 1t was in
the darkest night, and in the most tempestuous weather, when po
cruiser would stand the gale, that, in his little skiff, the smuggler
transported his cargo to the opposite shores of Ajrshlre. i

Language.—The language universally spoken is the Gaelic,- A
fow families from the Lowlands have of late years settled in:the
parish, and this, together with the increased facilities of communis
cation with the low country, has diffused a more general knowledge
of the English than there: was thirty years ago. - There: ave few,
if any, under thirty years of age, of either sex, who 'do not undeér-
stand it, but still the Gaelic: .continues: the language of . commdn
conversation. ‘The English is certainly gainihg: ground ; but weé -
do-not: think:that it has displaced the Gaelie to: any: mmdambh
extent, though there is hl.tle doubd: hut itz thn course- nf umn
wﬂl have this efféct. . iatie o syt i B

: I?.—-—Inwwmn kit i
' Agnm-—'l‘he parish ‘contains sbout: m&m m:ﬂf'
arable iand, and about 68,350 waste: aud i pastise; ;- Ehoow. pivielt:
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~of . the latter might be profitably brought under cultivation, hasnot
been exactly ascertained, but it is evident that it can only be a
very small fractional part. Nearly the whole of this tract was, till
within the last twenty-five years, in a state of undivided commeon,
to which all persons, be they cottar or farmer, might send as many
sheep and yeld cattle as they chose. .Hence it sometimes hap-
- pened, that the cottar had more stock on the hill than the farmer
who paid ten times his rent, and always, that both had upon it
-nearly as many times more than it could feed in summer, or they
could fodder in winter. In these circumstances, no attention could
be paid to rearing, and the consequence necessarily was, that both
sheep and cattle were diminutive and ill-shaped. Of late, the hill,
a5 well as the arable ground, has been divided and appropriated,
and the effect upon the stock has been most beneficial.

Within the period above-mentioned, there has been the most
marked improvement upon the dwellings, offices, mode and im-
plements-of husbandry, together with skill in the art, and beauty
#n the workmansbip.

Formerly the dwellings and offices formed an irregular cluster,
or hamlet, built generally of dry stones, pointed with mortar, The
Hwelling-house consisted of two apartments, the uppermost being
the best, and the lower the kitchen, Both formed one end of a range,
of which the byre formed the other, and a door in the middle was
common to the inmates of both. Between them, however, there
.was a partition of wicker-work, plastered with mortar, and white-
washed. - The thatch was either of heather, or of fern, or of both, in
alternate layers, very coarsely put on, and secured by heather
Fopes; laid across- and athwart, kept tight by stones sus-
pended to their ends; at the eaves. . There were no vents. The
fire;was upon a stone in.the centre of the apartment, and the
snoke was ailowed to make the best of its way by the door, the
window, and s aperture for the purpose in the ridge of the roof.
T'he offices, which were either attached, or contiguous to this prin-
cipal range, were of the same matesials and construction ; and it
i ‘ohwious that peither eould be very durabla or comfortable,
<1 b ithe: lands:were: undivided, and unenclosed. . Each farm: was

~ Jemsad by ¢ aumber of  individuals, - sométimes by as many as ten
- and ffteeny. who were jointly and severally liable for.the rens.  Each
farm. was thus a sociotas aramdi, or. tawaship,- containing as many
Fomilies, lwring sach an aqual interest-iipits cuMivation; each field
being subdivided into as muyd-#ripsu. sepsrated by 8 narrow ridge,

,. i i il i;‘.?:thIniwrr:-HynfEdiﬂé-H"ﬂh; b B 2
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called a * bone,” where the stones; weeds, and other rubbish ga-
thered off the land were accumulated. These stripes. generally
changed possessors every second or third year, according to ar«
rangement of parties. The milch cows grazed in common upon
the pasture lands, which lay between. the arable and the hill com-
mon ; but when the crops were secured at the end of autumn,
sheep, cattle, horses, and swine, ranged at large over the whole
farm. It is obvious that this associated form of cccupany preclu~
ded all draining, enclosing, laying down in grass, &e. ; in short,
presented an insuperable barrier to all improvements either of
stock or of land, These large farms have in most instances been
divided into a number of smaller ones, which have been let to one
person, .on leases varying from seven to nineteen years.. Anp ops
portunity and impetus have thus been given to individuel industry
and enterprise, which has not been lost.  On each of these lots;
comfortable dwellings and commodious offices have been built. A
great quantity of waste land has been reclaimed, partly by the
spade, and partly by the plough ; the whole, in most e
theroughly drained, and subdivided into fields of suitable size b;f
quickset ditches.

The arable land, under the former system, was divided into m..
field and outfield. The latter was exelusively devoted to. white
crop, which was taken off in succession, as long as it would return
more than the seed, and then suffered to lie lea for six or seven
years, when it again underwent the spme exhausting process. The
infield rotation was, 1. potatoes;. 2, oats or bear, with manurey
3. mashlam, or oats, or beans and peas mixed ; 4. bear with max
nure; 5. peas; 6. oats; 7. bear, with maoure; then jpotatoes
as before. This rotation was by na means uniform, but veried
- with the quality of the soil, and the .quantity of the manure they
had te use.. Tihe bear was generally sown in beds; nnd -the seed,
instead of being harrowed in, was covered over w_ith earth -fruma

trench, - The present rotation is, 1. ocats ; 2. green-crop; &
bear, or oats ; a few sow barlﬂy or whaat, ; 4. rye-g'mm 3~ Be two
or three years in pasture. ' Tt

The Duke of Hamilton, to whnm pmperty ultmra the': lmmra-r
ments apply, affords the greatost facilitios, and holds out theufs
most enpcouragemelits to’ improvement, by sharing iha"ﬂ:;mm :
directing the operations; and rewarding:their: proparamutim.

- The implements of liushandry were formérly: uﬁhﬂnﬂﬂi :
and of the simplest and rudest daaucnpnhu. The pluugh mﬂlﬂf
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62 BUTESHIRE.

waod, exeept the - coulter, sole and share, and most coarsely and
elamsily constructed. ' No stone, however much in the way, or
however near the surface, was ever disturbed. To break the
plough was therefore a thing of annual, or perbhaps weekly occur~
rence,—& thing that they regularly calculated upon, for which
thiey made prudent provision, and which caused them little delay
in their spring operations. An assortment of beams, stilts, &e.
was always on hand, and what was broken in the forenocon was
either repaired or replaced by the evening. The harrow con-
sisted of three bills, generally having iron, but sometimes only
wooden teeth, and so very light, that the harrowing was fre-
quently a more tedious operation than the ploughing. The plough
was drawn by four or six horses driven by one man, while two
others followed with spades to level down the inequalities of the
furrow and delve up what the plough did not turn. There were
mo carts in the parish till about forty years ago, nor indeed were
there roads to use them on. In their stead, they employed cars or
sledges, formed of two parallel trams, about four feet asunder,
joined at the further end by cross bars. The horse .was yoked in
it as in a cart, but the trams, instead of being supported on wheels,
slid on the ground. On these creels were fixed, in which they put
whatever they had to earry, :

The haroess was of a piece with the carriage. A thick withe
of strong straw or rushes, twisted hard together, served for a col-
lar; two bent pieces of stick fastened at the ends with a leather
thong, or birch twig, for haimes; a hair or rush rope for halter,
and all the other parts in keeping.

The implements and harness are now the workmanship of regu- .
lar tradesmen, the latter generally imported from the low country,
Iron ploughs are common, carts universal, and farming operations
carried’on with the same-ease and order, as in the more advanced
agricultural districts of Scotland. - The introduction of these jig-
provements is partly owing to the younger members of familiss
going to service in'these districts, “and thus learning the system
there pursued, which on their return they continue at home,

" Rent, §o~~The average rent of the atable land is L.1 peracre ;
the average grazing of a cow orfull grown ox, L. 2; and of an ews;
49./6d. per annum.  Labourers wages, ‘1s. 64 per day ;' masons, -
Bu.04. 3 wrights, 25, 6d.; tailors; 1s. 64, with ~victuals ; weavers

vo 6d. per yard for liben, 5d for-harn, 4d: for plaiding ;' shoe.
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makers charge 1s. 3d. with victuals for makmg a pair. of shoes;
servants receive the same wages that they do in Ayvshire: :
. Fisheries— The herring-fishery is carried on st the porth end
to a considerable extent, and the white fishing on the south, but
on a very limited scale, owing partly to the want of enterprise in-
those who pursue it, and partly to thie difficuity of getting the fish
carried fresh to market. There are no fisheries rented in the pa-
rish.
Produce.—The average gross amount of raw produce rmsad -
in the parish, as nearly as can be aacartamed, i3 as follows :

Grrain of all kinds, 'I"hﬂ-t, oats, mﬂl.l, hurleh &e. - . L. 8420
FPotatoes, o J000
Butter sud cheese, . T . . . . 750
Blark osttie, . . . . . 2150
Sheep and wool, . . . . 18756
Bwine, . . . . . Vi
Fowls end eggs, 460
Herring and white fish, r:aughl; I::g 60 bm.ts, L.35 mh, 2100
Shell-fish, lobsters, &e, . 100

There are about 90 boats belnngmg to tha parish. Of these
the largest is about twelve tons burthen, the average four and a-
half. Those engaged in the hemag-ﬁshmg employ three men,
the others two.

An agricultural society was instituted on the island, about eight
years ago, which, by its premiums for ploughing, reanng, and erop-
ping, has contributed, more than anything else, in forwarding the
improvements in stock and farming operations. It has excited
among the farmers a spirit of emulation, which has urged ‘them
to make improvements that even self interest would not have i im-

pelled them to.

V.—ParocuiaL Ecoxnomy. :
There is neither markéet-town nor market in the. parish, Al
the disposable produce must therefore be exported to the :
site towns of Ayr, Campbeiton, and Ardrossan,~-the nighést of
which is twelve, and the most ' distant eighteen miles, of an' open
and boisterous sea. There are no harbours : at least nobe whish
a vessel can enter, except at high water, and the largest of them
will not, even then, admit vessels ‘of more thao fifteen tons, .Thers
is a packet-boat from Southend to Ayr, and another from Bladk:
water to Campbeiton, ‘'which have each of them ‘o skl s.njmy
levied froin'the tenantsy in' proportion to, aud along nthﬁwﬂr*ﬁnh
At-the ‘former place two' converging whin dikes' forvs &' -
. basin, in which the packet: lies, and-at the litter; - skl hasbont
was constructed by the parhamentary’ conmiauom Mﬂéﬂn‘; 2
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¢f them can agcommodate more than half' a dozen vessels, nor ad-
mit them, except at full tide. Should they approach the coast at
any other time they must stand off till it flows, and, however tem-
pestuous be the wesather, they have no nigher place of shelter
to run to than the one they left. It is therefore with consider-
able -davuger and damage that the communication with these ports
is carried on. Commodious barbours, that could at all times of
the tide admit vessels ‘of thirty tons, are very much required at
both these places, and might be constructed at ne very great ex-

. pense.

Roads.~ An excellent parliamentary road extends from Black-
water Foot to Brodick. Two other roads, almost equally good, ex-
tend, one from Blackwater Foot, along the shore, to Largybeg, the
other from Benecarigan across the island, to Lamilash. 'This last
was made by the inhabitants, at the expense of the Duke of Ha-
milton, generally by those of them who had fallen behind in ‘their
rents, diring the transition state of agriculture, and who by this means
paid.up their arrears. The former of them was made, and both are
upheld, by. the statute labour and three additional days, which,
by their leases, the tenantry are bound to work at roads, mili-
dams, and water-courses. The labour is directed by an overseer,
who calls out the different districts in rotation, superintends the work,
and sees that it be properly executed. Bridges have been erected
over all the rivers and streams on his Grace’s property, with the
excoption of Blackwater, Machey, and Iorsa, which lie on its
cenfines, and contiguous .to that of Mrs Westenra. On this the
roads are very indifferent, and there are no bridges.

There is no post-office in the parish. The nighest are those of .
Brodick and Lamlash, both subordinate to Saltcoats, from which
the mail is conveyed to both twice a week in winter, and daily in
summer; by a steam-packet belonging to the island,

.. Beclesiastical State.— The parish church was rebuilt on its ori-
ginal site at Kilporie in 1785.. 1t is a long, iow, narrow build-

g, with Gothic windows and. a gallery in both ends. The latter
. edected in.i824. - An aisle or outshot, with galiery, was added in

1810, It accommodates 832, and all. the sittings. are_free, and
frioat, of them unappropripted. .. Its situation is: far from central,

- M mix mniles. frow the southern, and twenty-four from the north-

N akseanpisy. -of the .patish,.. . The. copntry. around. it is, pretey
Sengely: ml.ulmpd,m there axe. plhar parts, abous eight miles digr
ity thuat are oquﬁym Tﬁm also, thare isa: churnh n‘hsral)wmu

rm
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worship is performed by the parish minister every third Sabbath,
it was rebuilt on its original site at Clachan in 1805, at the ex

of the parishioners and others, among whom it is divided; and 'by
whom it is upheld according to their respective subscriptions. ‘It is
seated for about 640. ‘There iz another church at Lochranza, buiit
in 17985, and seated in 1835 to accommodate about 300 ; chiefly at
the expense of the people. A licentiate of the church regularly offi-
ciates in it, and acts as catechist or assistant to both the ministers
of Arran, taking charge of the northern extremities of both parishes,
{from Iorsa in the one, to Corrie in the other. He is paid by a mor-
tification made for that purpose by the Duchess Anne of Hamilton
about the year 1700, amounting to L.27 per anpum: Small
as that sum now seems, and inadequate as it now is, to procure more
than the mere necessaries of life, it was, at the time it was given,
fully equal to the stipends of the beneficed clergy of the island,
The farm of Coillemore, on which the incumbent resided, was at
a later period attached to it, at & nominal rental ; but during a re-
cent lengthened vacancy, it was let to another tenant, and has not
since- been restored, nor any equivalent given in its roam." All that
now, therefors, theincumbent has to subsiston,is the original sum éf
L.. 27, with the interest of accumulated vacant stipend, amounting
to L.13, 11ls, which, being at the disposal of the kirk-session of
Kilmorie and Kilbride, is generally, though not always, given to
the officiating minister at this station. - Unfortunately, the deed
of mortification expressly prohibits the ordination of the assistant,
and, being engrossed in that of entail, cannot- be altered. This
want of ordination is felt to be a very great grievance by thie fahas
bitants, who must travel a distance, many of them of twenty-four
miles, before they can obfain sealing ordinances. The :Lord%
supperhas been but twice dispensed in the distriet,~~first in" 18345
during the incumbency of the Rev. Neil M‘Bnde, and 1339,
by the Rev. A. Macmillas,

The manse of Kilmorie: is the -original’ one, bmtt ihoﬂly aﬂ:w
the Revolution, and is said to be the oldest now inkabited in- Saots
land. . It was at fiest roofed with thateh, but; being’ burnt in ¥730;
it was repaired and:roofed ‘with slate..  'With that é’:mertin'n, it haw
received little repair, and no addition; sines its erection. 1 isia
very indifferent condition, but, thoagh-condempad upwardsof fethy
years since, no application has.ever been made:for 3. new-onel - The-
giebe is about 11 wcres and 8:7oods, inclusive: of chidreli-yund wadl
garden, ‘and n#ﬂﬂhm Lo d# iaemwﬁ miﬁpﬂﬂ it‘l"-'_
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chalders, half meal, balf barley, and aversges L. 210. The far-
mers of the south end district, i. & from Largybeg te Corriecravie,
give each of them annually a cart of peats to the clergyman.

- The patronage of Kilmorie belongs to the Duke of Hamilton,
and that of Lochranza to bis Graece, and the two ministers of
Arvtan conjointly. That of Kilmerie, originally was inthe Abbey
-of Kilwinning, and in 1600 the parish was united to the Presby-
tery of Irvine. The names of the clergymen who have succesaively
been its ministers, are the Rev. Dugald Bannatyne, who was trans-
lated to Irvine; Charles Bannatyne, hisson; James Stewart, tran-
slated to it from Kilbride ; John Hamilton; Mr Smith ; Neil
Macbride; Dugald Crawford; Angus Macmillan.

In so0 extensive a parish, the attendance upor public worship
must necessarily be much affected by the weather. When that is
favourable, the church is sometimes insufficient tv contain the
congregation that assembles ; and when this is the case, which is
now much seldomer than it used to be, the minister preaches in a
tent.  During the ministry of Mr Macbride, seldom or never was
it conducted in the church, and even in winter, when it was, ¢rowds
stood outside the doors, that could not be accommodated within-
A spirit of indifference prevails among the rising generation, that
painfully contrasts with that which animated their fathers, in re~
gard to the means of grace.  Still the attendance, though far from
what it onece was, i1s as good as in most parishes of the same popu-
lastion:  The average number of communicants for the seven years
preceding 1881, was 1060, The number of individuals belonging
to Batahlished Church, 8878; other rellgmus denominations, 17.

There are no religious associations in the parish, nor are collec-
tions regularly made for any, except the Assembly’s schemes. The
average amount for each of them is L. 6. ,

¢ Bducation,—~There ate 12 zchools in the parish, viz. four pa-
rochial, two on the Assembly’s scheme, and in the remaining six,
the teachers are either salatied by the inhabitants of the district,
or paid by the fees of the scholars. The branches generally taught,
ate, ‘Gaelic and English remding, writitig, apd arithmetic. In the
ial and Assembly’s schools, io addition tb.these elementary
" branches, Eoglish grammusr, book-keeping, navigation, gengrs-
phy, and maihomatics are taught.  The salaries of the parochial
- tagtthers. are respectively, -Kilmorie, L 17, 10s. 5 Shisken, L. 15;
Ioacher, Euf; 16k ;- Lachmnen, L0, 10s.  .All, with:the excep-
tioh of:. keschar, have ales dp;&ﬂ:ag-hmm gerden, and glebe.,
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The fees in all the schools are, for reading, 2. per quarter) vead-
ing and writing, 2s. 6d.; these with arithmetic, 3a.; pavigation
end book-keeping, L. 1 per course. ' '
There are none between the age of six and fiftesn. but.who either
can, orare learniagto rend ; and thegreater numberof those of fifteen
can zlso write. From fiftean to fifty there are nove but ean read,
-and the must of them can also write. There area considerable nun:-
ber of .individuals above ffty who capnot write, but few, ‘if awny,
who cannot read. There is a universal desire among the people
to have their children taught, at least the elementary- branches of
education. The number of private schools in the parish is clear
evidence of this fact. The endowed schools are more numerously
attended ; the teachers better qualified, and the children better
taught. Of these at least three additional are required ; one at
Machry water foot; (the one at Imachar more fully endowed) ; one
at Auchemore; and one at Benan.
'The establishment of the Ganeral Assombly’s sohools in 1828,
formed ‘a new and interesting era in the history of education in
-thie'parish. The intreduetion by them of a more rational, effi-
cient, and expeditious system of education, speedily supplanted ‘in
the others that formerly pursued ; while the energy displayed by
their teachers, and the spirit infused by them into the children;
the interest and pleasure they made them take in what they be-
fore falt to be an irksome task, and the rapid. progress they con-
sequently made, gave a stimulus, while il set a pattern to thode
others, which has cornpletely changed their character and appear-
ance, 'This, tugether with the religious instruction communicated,
in a manner that makes what they repeat intelligible to the pupils,
will, it is hoped, exercise a salutary tnfluence on the rising generation.
The teachers of the Assembly’s schools merit the highest com-
mendation, for the assiduity, ability, and zeal exhibited by them
in theirprofession, and sustained unabated for upwards of eight years,
during which they have been established, The school taught by
Mr M*Kelvie at Little Mill, deserves special notice, and is de-
cidedly the best in the parish ; indeed, it is seldom that its equal
will be found any where. _ ¥t :
Poor and Pavechial Funds.— The average number of persons
receiving parochial aid for the last ten years, is 75 ; and the ave-
rage sum allowed each, is 16s. = Some get as low as Gs. and 8s.;
and some as high as L. 2. The average apnual smount of ehupch
coliections during the same perigd, is L. 46. This sum, with the
proclamation dues, which annually average 1. 8; and ﬂz!a interest
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of L. 50, bequeathed by the late Major Macalister of Sprinkbank,
15 the only provision for the support of the poor. Application for
parochial aid is decidedly considered degrading, and none but such
a3 ara paupers io the strictest sense of the term apply for it. So
long as the funds for the support of the poor are furnished by the
congregation, the provision is regarded as a public charity, and
relief from this source is therefore the last resort of the indigent,
but were it levied by assessment, it would no longer be viewed in
this lightt The love of idleness would speedily overcome the
pride of independence, and there would then be as much avidity
manifested to seize upon it, as there is now aversion to accept of it.

Fairs.—There are three fairs held in the parish, all for the sale
of horses, viz, one at Lag, and two at Shedog.

dnns and Ale-houses.~—There are three inns, viz. Lag, Shedog,.
and Lochranza ; and three ale-houses. Here, as elsewhere, their
inflvence is pernicious, which is still the more grievous as their ex-
istence is unnecessary. More individuals addicted to apirits are
to be found in their vicinity, thun anywhere else in the parish,
though we cannot say that in the whole of it there is one drunk-
ard,

- Fuel.—~The fuel universally used is peat, which is found in great
abundance on the hills throughout all parts of the island. A few
of the larger farmers who are close upon the shore, and at a dis-
. tance from the peat-moss, supply themselves partly with coals (rom
the opposite coast of Ayrshire.

May 1840,
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