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ches iaught are more varied. It isonly ia the religiovs and moral
habits of the people that I fear there has been no correvpouding

advancemant.

November 1839,
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PARISH OF IRVINE.

FPRESBYTERY OF 1RVINE, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYH.

THE REV. JOHN WILSON, A.M. MINISTER.*
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l.—Torocraray AND Narvrar HieroxT,

Estent, &e.— TuE parish is upwards of four miles-in iength, and
where its width is greatest, it is nearly two miles broad. On the
east and south-east, it is divided from the parish of Dreghorn by
the river Annick. It is divided from Kilwinning, on the'west, by
the Garnock ; and on the north-west, by a small stream called the
Redburn. On the south, the river Irvine separates.it from the
parish of Dundonald; and on the north, it is bounded by the pa-
rish of Stewarton.

The parish abounds in seams of coai. Good building stone is
found in vatious districts ; more especially, there is an extensive
quarry near the town, which has long been famed for the supply
which it affords of very superior oven soles.

Il.~=Civirn HisTorv.

Tmoti,~Irvine, formerly written Irwyn and Jrwine, is baautifully
sitnated on the north bank of the river Irvine, and not far from. the
confluence of the Irvine and the Garnock. By the river from
which it takes its name, it is separated, as already. stated, from.the
parish of Dundonald. But although the ancient burgh is sa.sa-
parated, the extended or parliamentary burgh embraces a partion
of the parish of Dundonald. In. this portion, are the mouth sad
the harbour of the river Irvive. Before the barbeur of Port-Glas-
gow was erected, Irvine was the place te which were brought the
goods imported by the merchants of Glasgow. In a work publish-
od in 1620, and entitled ¢ Timothy Pout’s Cunningbam Lopagre-
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phized,” this barbout is called- * the. chieff porte of ye country of
Cunningham. The porte and bharbry being now muc¢h decayed
from qwhat it was anciently, being stopt with shelves of Sand which
hinder the neir approach of shipping.”

As appears from the map which accompanies Pont’s work, the cen-
fluence of the rivers Irvine and Garnock had mnot taken place at
the time to which it refers, for he deseribes the Garnock as emp-
tying itself into the sea, about two miles from the mouth of the
river Irvine, Indeed, long subsequent to Pont’s time, the sea came
up close to the town, and vessels were loaded and discharged at
what was then and is now termed the Seagate. Within the me.
-mary of persons now alive, the sea has receded considerably on this
coast ; and very cousiderably since 1620, for the lower part of the
Seagate is now pearly half a mile from the sea. Some time sub-
fequent to the period at which Pont wrote, Thomas Tucker pub-
lished & report in 1656 upon the settlement of the revenues and
customs in Scotland. He had been sent by the government of
England, for the purpose of introducing order into the collection
of the revenues of the excise and customs, and was appointed one
of the commissioners of the Seettish board. 'The district concern-
ing which he was to report, consisted of * Glasgow, Newarke, Green-
ocke, Fairly, Culburgh, Saltcoates, Bute, and lastly, Irwyn.” ¢ Ig-
WyYR, says be, ¢ & small burgh towue lying at the mouth of a river
of the same name, which hath some time been a pretty small port;
bilp at present clogged and almost choaked up with sand, which
the western sea beats into it, soe as it wrestles for life to main-
taine a small trade to. France, Norway, and Ireland, with herring
#od- other goods, brought on horseback from Glasgow, for the
purchasing timber, wine, and other commodities to supply theyr
becasions with. The vessels belonging to this district are, viz, To
Glasgowe, 12, viz. 3 of 150 tons; I of 140; 2 of 100; 1 of 50;
S0of 88:;: 1 of 16: 1 of 12.— Renfrew, 8 or 4 boates of five or six
tanues: & -piece.. . Irwin, 8 or 4, the biggest not exceeding sixtoen
tonnea”” e . . - i
- This report by ‘Tucker exhibits the stats of trade as very- small
and ganficed; in 1656 ; but about the’ beginning of the last cen-
tury; i-appears 1o bave inereased very considerably-—as there were
818 bubreld . of herrings exported in the year 1715, the bounty al-
lomed, on which amounted to L.843, and. in the. year 1720 there
wiord M0 2,888 pounds of tobaeco exported, the drawbacik of duty
om. whioh. amounted to-L.26560. - About this period; and fora good
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many- years afterwards, smuggling appears to have been carried on

vory extensively and in a very daring manner. ' It appears-by the .

custom-house books at Irvine, that the custom-house there was re-
peatedly broken into and robbed of large qua.ntltma of seized
goods by bands of armed men, and that several people in the bet-
ter ranks of life were ‘concerned in these lawless proceedings
Latterly smuggling "was chiefly confined to whisky from Arran;
but of late years, this illicit traffic has almost entirely ‘¢oased.
According to the official returns published by Chalmars*in his
Caledonia, Irvine was the third port in Scotland in the yeat
1760. ' Port-Glasgow, including, as it then did, Greenock and
Giasgﬁw, was first, and Leith second, in the importance aris-
ing from the pumber and tonaage of vessels. In Leith ai that
period, there were 79 ; whilst in Irvine, there ‘'were 77. vessels.
The subsequent increase of trade has been very considerable:
At the present day, all vessels belonging to the coast of Ayrs
shire, from Troon point to Largs, inclusive of Saltevats' and Ars
drossan, and all vessels belonging to Arran, are comprehended
within the port of Irvine. Of these vessels, by far the greatest
number belong to ship-owners resident in Irvine, who employ them
in carrying coals chiefly coastwise and to Ireland, but not unfre~
quently to France, Maita, Gibraltar, and other placés in foreign
countries. 'The imports consist of timber chiefly, but vecasiomals
iy of grain from America, and of grain and butter fromy ' Treland
in great quantities, The timber from America yields the great-
est part of the revenue of the customs, and the average amount
may be stated at L. 2700 annually. The ccals exported from the
port and distriet exceed 276,000 tons anuually. The nimberof
vessels belonging to the Port is 118; their tonnage mounﬁ 0
15,756 ; and they are navigated by 958 men,

Irvine ranks amongst the most ancient of the 'royal burghhin‘l’
Scotland. . In » charter granted by King -Robert in 1308, it

mentioned as a place. of great antiquity. * In a subsequont ohirter

granted 1823, there is reference to a charter in favour of this bowyl,
granted in the rmgn of Alexander 1L, early in-the thirteunth vba

tory. | The antiquity of the burgh: and its impottance 4 GHGIEN
times, .are ' also evident from:a charser by: King  Nolue 115

ﬂated 8th April 1872,  This charter-boars e have:prociuded '

% an-inguest at the King's command; concernisg n dispuite Betwoll
Agre and:frwing; anent their bonedaries ant: lrmmﬂﬂw

shich it -was.clenrly: found, lfhu, ummmmmm
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622 A¥BSHIRE,

in possession of the whole bareny of Cunningbam and of the ba.
rony aof Largys, annexed to the liberties of the said burgh, pro suis
tam mercandisis of mercimoniis in cisdem libere exercendis,—as
was clearly gstablished by charters of his Majesty’s predecessors
shown ip inquest, &c.” = From these and other documents, it alse
appears that the jurisdiction of the magistrates of this burgh ex-
tended formerly over a wide territory ; and embraced even erimes
of 4 capital nature. The burgh records contain accounts of nus
merous justicinry courls beld in the burgh, for trial of capital
erimes.  Among others, may be mentioned a justiciary eourt, of
which there is a full detail, held at Irvine; 20th Qctober 16235,
“per Allanum Dunlop urbis preefectum dieti burgi,” for < trial of
Alexander Banks, sone of Robert Banks, flesher, for the slaughter
of Gilbert M¢Alister, heilland man, slain in Stevenston yesterday,
and broyght in by the Earl of Eglinton, as baillie of Cunningham,
and repledge it from his court to the jurisdiction of this burgh as
ane of yair inhabitants,”

Gaenerally speaking, the peculiar and distinetive power of loeal
magistrates was restricted almost insensibly, as the laws of the
country were consolidated, and adininistered on more comprehen-
sive pringiples. Of this fact, there is a striking exemplification in
a case reported by Fountaiphall, as to the trial of certain mer-
chants in Irvine in the year 1712

It _had been the practice of the Irvine merchants to smuggle
Irish corn, stealing it in by night, “ at many secret creeks on the
shore.” Thowas Gray, merchant in Irvine, and others, were di-
lated before the justices as criminals for this offence, and for their
contumacy o not appearing, were fined in L. 100 Sterling each,
under the penal statutes against the importing of Irish meal
Gray suspended, and stated various important pleas: 1sf, That
the burgeases of lrvine were not subject to the jurisdiction of the
county justices; and that the magistrates had the power of repledg-
ing ¢hem. - This plea was repelled, and the right of repledging
found to: be in desvetude. - 2d, That it was not competent to refor
the feot on whieh the charge rested, to the vath of party. . This
was aloo Tepetied, and the courtfound it provable by oath, as well

'ﬂ:h ury and tha like. - 8d, That the fine was most exorbitant.

Thie-enust fiond that the offenders should not be all classed alike;

for-one whei:had only brought in a boll or two was not 1o be so

devply fond, as ho who bed brought n .an hundred, and-had re-
#erstpd his: transgression, ‘and & poor man’s fine was nat by Magns
. 4 :
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Charta to be so great asa rich and wealthy transgressor’s,-—there-
fore the Lords reponed them to their oaths, and prorogated the
diet, and allowed the ordinary to consider-the quality and frequency
of the transgression, with the circumstance, condition, and the
ability of the party, and accordingly to modify and adjust the fine
as he saw fit. Says Fountainhall in the conclusien of his report,
“ This umportation of meal is good for the poor, plenty making it
cheap, but it sinks the gentlemen’s rents in these western shires;
which of the two is the greater prejudice to the bulk of the na-
tion, problema este? Where we must likewise balance the loss and
damage we suffer by the exporting so much of our money in specie
to a foreign country to buy it, which diminishes eur own, pro tante.
But if the victual was purchased in Ireland by exchange of our goods
given for it, that takes away that objectidon, founded on the export-
ing our money.” Boswell v. Gray, 20th January 1712, Mon, Dict.
p- 388, '
The revenue of the burgh is derived chiefly from landed property.
In the year 1697, it amounted to'L. 15567, 2s. 7d. Scots, aad the ex-
penditure to L. 1431, 6s. 7d. Scots. In the year 1840,'the revenue
amounted to L. 1675, 6a. 11d. Sterling, and the expenditure 'to
L. 1667, 1bs. 4d. Sterling. The sources in which the revenue
of the burgh originated are distinctly pointed out in several char-
ters. In some measure, these sources have been dried up; but to
what extent or by what means, it is not easy to determine, There
is & charter in favour of the -burgh, dated 8th June 1572, by King
James VL, in which he grants to the said burgh, ali revenueshelong+
ing wo churchmen within the territory of the burgh, for the purpose of
erecting  school in Irvine. -In this charter, he refers to annual-rests

levied from certain farms, also to tenements, orehards, gardens, erofts, -

fruits, and dutiea; but of the value of these grants, no definite eg~
Umate can be formed. These, all and sundry, were united and incor-
porated, us ordained by James ia terms of this charter, ““ benceforth

and hereafter to be called Our foundation of the school of Irvine”
" Buch was. the. destination of the revenues belonging to chyrchmaen,
and more especiaily to the Carmelite friars, within the larritory.of
the burgh.. . What was {formerly deoe in fulfilment of - this design
doea not. appenr from any known docementa 3 but in part paymesit
of an acndemy built by-subscription in Irvine;:at.the espense of
L. 2100 Sierling, aad baving a royal:charten, meney. has- lapely

been expended by.the burgh te the:amouut of. L. J8HE devid, .
Selaries: for. the encourngement: of teachess ip:this neadamy-ese
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alvo paid, annually, out of the same funds. Besides, this yearly
éxpenditure is increased by the burden imposed on  the town,
of defraying the charges for occasional repairs of the building.
Apart aitogether from what remains of the possessions belonging
in the olden time to the Carmelite friars,—the town has other
property and other sources of income, to which.references are made
in the charters, and more especially in the charter granted by
James VI, dated 1st May 1601. :

The situation of the town ie not only beautiful but very salubri.
ous, and presents in every respect a most desirable place of residence,
With the exception of an assessment of a very limited amount, for
the support of the poor, there is not a local burden. The main
street is wide, well-causewayed, clean, and handsome. - Through-
out the town, the houses, generally speaking, are exeellent and
commodious : in the suburbs, there are several well-built villas;
and in the immediate vicinity, there are sites eligible in the bigh-
est degree for building. Now that communication by steam -car-
riages, with Paisley and Greenock and Port-Glasgow and Gilas-
gow, is both frequent and rapid, parents may easily avail them-
selves of the advantages afforded here for the satisfactory and in-
deed complete instruction of their children in every branch of clas-
sical, commercial, and ornamental education. Doubtless, the
commubication so happily opened up will bring these advantages
under the consideration of many, so as to induce ‘them either to
settle with their families in - Irvine, or board their children under
the care of ane or other of our accomplished and efficient teachers.

Among the principal buildings, the Academy deservedly claims
the firet notice. . This large and elegant edifice was built in: the
year 1816, It contains seven very commodious apartments, and
stands in a fine open and well-aired swuvation.  The teachers are
threée ih number, and all the ‘chief branches of education are
taught. There are, besides, various private educational establish-
metits in-the argh. The present parish church may next be no-
ticed’: ' a large and well-proportioned ‘building, erected in the
year 1774; with an elegunt spire attached.  The church.is esti-
msdted to ‘comtain: 1800 sitters.  ‘The patronage is ‘vested in- the:
Bavl of Eglioton. ' There are also congregations in Irvine in con-
neckiori with the Relief, the Associated Synod, and the Baptists.
< "Phe Town-bours was built in 1745, Besides court hall and
otinéil c¥ambers, it containg two rooms formerly. ubed for civil
Aaltiors;  and -thres wpnﬂmm;as for crivpinata, with plirmuﬁﬂs
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ghop, and public library. T'he debtor’s prison has this year ( 1840,)
been discontinued in consequence of the New Prison Act; and
the only jail in the county for civil debtors is now at Ayr. Cri-
minals are seldom confined in this jail beyond a few days; when
longer imprisonment is found necessary, they are usually trans-
mitted to Ayr. : .

A Saving’s Bank was instituted in Irvine ie the year 1815, and
such has been the rapid progress of this excellent institution,
that, in the year 1839, the sums deposited amounted to no less
than L. 1050 Sterlingi’ ‘The depositors consist mostly of indus-
trious mechanics and servants. -
. In ancient times, there was a magnificent market-cross in the
centre of the town, but it was taken down in the year 1694, The
principal stones of that edifice were applied in the erection of the
present meal-market in 1694 and 1695. .

There were also two ports or great entrance gates into the
town, the one extending across High Street from the west end of
the Glasgow Veunel ; and the other across the street called Eglin-
ton Street, near to the house now belonging to James Allan,
weaver. . . ) : —

Irvioe appears to have been vigited by a severe plaguein 1546,
in which year a commission was granted by Queen Mary, with
consent of the Earl of Arran, her tutor and protector, and. govers
nor of the kingdom, to the magistrates of this burgh, grantisg to
them very extensive powers for enforcing the necessary regulations
a3 fully as eould be done by the Lord Justice-General.: .- -

The preseot bridge of Irvine, across Irvine water; was built in
1745--6, by Thomas Brown, at the contract prigeof 1. 850 Sterling;
it was materially widened and improved in the year. 1827, under
authority of an act of Parliament. i :

The town is well lighted with.gas, from a work erected by pubs
lic subserjption in 1827. | . _ Lt )

“ The Seagate Castle,”” says Rebertson-in his Topographical
Account of Cunningham, * is a'ruinous Jabric of considerable anti-
quity, It belongs to the Earl of Eglinton, and is supposed to
have been intended as the jointure-house of the Dowager Ladies
of that family, There is no date upon it; but, from the circums
stance of the united arms of Montgomery and Eglinton being en~
graved yipon:a cebtral stone, in a vaulted chamber in.the lower
story, it must . have been built since the.union of these two fami~
liea by.marriage i 1361 ; .and that it-could net be.much; latep
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626 AYRSHIRE.

than that period, may be inferred from ils structure as a house
of defence, in which are many arrow-slits for bows, but no gun-ports
for cannon or other fire-arms, which were introduced into Scotland
about nearly the same era, and were never omitted in fortified
places erected after that time. In this old castle there remains
still quite entire, one of the most perfect specimens of the Saxon
or Norman round arch, that is perhaps now to be met with in
Britain. It is erected over the principal gateway into the house,
A square tower, in one of the corners, is evidently much more an-
cient, as may be concluded not only from the style of the building,
but from the stone being greatly more decayed from the action of
the weather.”

The present Parliamentary constituency of the burgh is 258;
and the muncipal constituency of that part of the burgh within
the royalty is 182,

The municipal government of the burgh is vested in a Provost,
two Bailies, Dean of Guild, Treasurer, and twelve Counecillors.
There are six incorporations of trades, holding under charters or
seals of cause from the magistrates and council, viz. squaremen,
hammermen, coopers, tailors, shoemakers, and weavers. At pre-
sent the numbers of the diffegent trades may be computed as
follows :-~Squaremen, about 94; hammermen, 32; shoemnkers,
87 ; tailors,:80; coopers, 4; weavers, 300.

' The principal inns are the Eglinton Arm’s Inn and the Queen's
Arm’s Inn. There are three annual fairs in Irvine,—first Wednes-
day of January for horses ; first Tuesday of May for cows ; third
Monday and third Wednesday of August for horses,

‘The number of hand-loom weavers in the town and parish of
Irvine is about 400, Their earnings vary according to their re-
spective abilities and steadiness ; but the following statement may
be viewed as a fair calculation ;-—

+ 100 employed, earn weekly . L.0O 5 O each,
70 . . . . . 0 &6 0
70 * '3 . . " 0 8 0
m ¥ L ' * L] ﬂ ]ﬂ 0
S50 " . e ™ 012 0
m - [ - - - u 14 ﬁ
Ay el e
400 62 15 O

Averaga wage, L. O 0 2
There may be about 200 females employed in winding weft or
preparing it for the weaver, and the eamings of this class may
average Gd. per day, or 8s. per week. The number of females

3
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IRVINE. 627

engaged in ornamental needle-work, may amount to nearly 2000.
While learning their art, these persons make very little, but when
they become expert workers, they will earn from 10d. to 1s. 4d.
per day; and the length of their day, in general, is from seven in
the morning to eleven or twelve at night. *

Eminent Men.— The celebrated Mr Dickson, to be after men-
tioned as minister of Irvine, was a poet; and, among other poems,
he published the hymn, well known under the title of * O Mother
dear Jerusalem.” But, a poet of higher genius and greater name,
is also claimed by Irvine as one of her sons,—James Montgomerie
of Sheffield. At the period of his birth in ¢ the Half-way,” the
street so called was part of the suburbs of the royal burgh of Ir-
vine, and was held as part of the parish guoad sacra ; and although
the district referred to is now a distinct parish in these respects,
it lies within the parliamentary burgh as now constituted. IFate-
ly, when on a visit to his native place, Mr Montgomerie was pub-
licly received, and entertained with every possible demonstration
of respect by the magistrates and inhabitants. At the time of his
birth, his father held the pastorate over a small section of the
Moravian Church, assemblipg in a chapel within the Half-way of
Irvine.

Over this burgh the celebrated Robert Barclay presided as pro-
vost; and in the reign of Charles L, he was one of the Commis-
sioners to the English parliament. .

In Irvine were also born the late John Galt, Esq. well known
a3 an author of considerable popularity ; and the Right Honour-
able David Boyle, at present the distinguished head of the Court
of Session,

1I1.—PorurATION.

Tha population of the town and parish of Frvine in 1831, : 5200

MGIEB, Y - 1 [ - - L m} '

;:?‘lwzl:n..lﬂ:g1r . . " - . . x ﬁﬁ?&g

apulation of the country part of the parish . =

Malea in the country, . . s ’. . . 333

Males within the royalty ) - - . . 1981

Fercales within the burgh, . s . 3 . 25636

=" Population of Irvine, Tth June 1841 :

Males, in burgh, . . _ . 1985

Femalea, . . . . 2487 -
Lo ] ) Total, . : 4672

Landward district, Irvine parish, . . o0

Halfway |:lli.i-trim, {gross), . . . . .
Parlisméntary burgh and parish total, . . 8377,
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628 AYRSHIRE.

iV.—InpusTRY.
T.ands in the parish of Irvine.—
Earl of Eglintom. Arable. Wood.
Policy, . 68 218 . H O O
Seagate 'fard 1 019
- Stone Castle, . 56 120 . 4 00
Little Stare, . 80 0 0 . 2 8 0
Sl:u.nernuir. a 48 0 &5 . 9 3 B
Lawthorn, - 16 1 8 . 14 1 0
Armsheough, . 120 0 O . 8 0 0
Enndgrau. . 8 2 3
120 1 0O
‘.H’ether Ermmlands, 80 3 82
East Do, 45 3 9
Bourtrechill, . Bl 0 5 11 3 0
Fencedyke, . 61 3 9 1 2 0
Seven acrea, . 1§ 311
Cherryland, . 51 8 35
Rodding bill, 71 121
Holehouse, 49 1 31
: Annicklodge, 20 2 5 . 11 017
Burgh of Irvine, . . 462 O 25
Ceolonel Fullarton, . . . &) 0 0
. Towerlanda, . BO & 0O
Stewart's heirs, 65 ¢ 0
Kidsneuk, : . a4t 0 0
Lochlands, ' 45 1 0
Balgrays, . 280 0 0 70 0
Chamber houses, 29 O a7
Lochwards, . 17 8 39 P,
125 0 25
Howmill, . 25 0 0
Divot park, . 8 00
Dalrymplewards, 8 0 0
Gullil and, &%e. . | P g 0
Major Todd, . 4 5
Adem Paterson, . 4 2 4
GIEIIE, &ﬂl - 14 D u
Small feus, . 12 0 O
Unfit for crop, . als5 0 0 497 0 0O
JOnder wood, 125 0 0 157 0 ©
Roads, waters, dl]:ea, Ee 125 0 0O ].5? o 0

2014 O O acres. 36‘?3 0 ﬂa:rﬁ

- 'The rental of arable lands in the parish amounts to L. 5273,
. which gives per imperial acre L.1, 15s. 7}d. -

There are some inclosures let as high as L. 6, 6s. per imperiai
acre. 'Thé general rate of small inclosures near the burgh is from
L. 4 to L.5 per imperial acre.- The rate at which farms are let per
acre, varies from L. 2 to L. 3, 15s. according to quality of soeil.

The lands are all let for a fixed sum per annum, and all on leases
for pineteen years.

The tenant, in most cases, pays all public burdens, execepting

cess and minister’s stipend.
There’is but a very small portion of lend in the parish let ex-
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TRVINE, 629

clusively for pasture, and what is let is generally let about L. 4
per acre. 'The land described as unfit for crop cousists mostly
of drifting sand, and affords a very scanty pasture for a few cows.
All the other land in the parish is arable, and has heen under
crop. The soil in the most part of the parish is light sand ; towards
the middle, it is of a sandy loam, and towards the higher or north-
east, it is a heavy clay; on the whole, it is fit for any kind of crop.

Produce.~— The annual amount of produce may average about
(9550 quarters of grain,) 25,900 stones of hay, and 3440 bolls of
potatoes, besides turnips, 8&c. There are from 40 to 50 nien and
as many women employed in agriculture, with about 60 horses.
The number of dairy cows in the parish is ubout 370,

V.—Parocuial EcoNoMY.

Ecclesiastical State.— The church of Irvine is an oblong square
of 80 feet in length, and 60 in breadth. There is an elegant
steeple attached to it; and the interior was fitted up for the ac-
commodation of 1800 sitters. It was built in 1774 ; and it un-
derwent a great repair in 1830. Around it, there is a large bury-
ing-ground ; and a field, between it and the river, is in the pos-
session of the heritors, which they intend to annex to the church-
yard, when it becomes necessary to do so. No part of the bury-
ing-ground is held as the property of private individuals. The tomb-
stones of several eminent persons distinguish this burying-ground :
and of these may be mentioned the tombstones of Mr Alexander
Nisbet, Mr William M*‘Knight, and Dr Richmond ; and that alsa
of James Blackwood and John M¢Coull, who were hanged in
1666, by sentence of the Commission which tried those who were
engaged in the affair at Pentland.

Among these tomb-stones there is one erected to J ohn Peebles
of Broomlands, Provost of Irvine, who died in 1596; and there
are several others nearly as early. _ :

Originally, the church of Irvine belonged to the monastery of
Kilwinoing : and at the time of the Reformation, the vicarage was
held by Thomas Andrew, by whom'its value was stated at 200
merks yearly. The first Presbyterian minister of Irvine, Mr
Thomas Young, was inducted in 1570. He was. gucceeded by
Mr Alexander Serimseour in 1598; and in 1610 he and several
of his brethren were charged by the Lordsof Secret Council with
the crime of harbouring ¢ John Campell alias Fadder Christos~
tome, ane known trafficquing priest,” Mr Scrimseour in 1618 was
succeeded by Mr Dickson, who was deprived of his office by the

-
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630 AYRSHIRE.

Court of High Commission; but was afterwards restored through
the influence of Alexander the Sixth Earl of Eglinton, Mr Dick-
soit was translated, and became Professor of Divinity, first at
Glasgow, and subsequently at Edinburgh, where he died in 1662.
His place as minister of Irvine was filled by Mr Alexander Nis-
bet, whose character is well stated in his epitaph, as written by
one of his brethren in these words :—% Grande aliquid vult
nituit, gressuque docoro ; grandius in magni dotibus ingeniji.”—
After Mr Nisbet, Mr George Hutchison became minister of Ir-
vine. Not giving obedience to his bishop, he was first silenced by
the Parliament in 1662, and subsequently, in the same year, he
was banished from Edinburgh ; but, upon their passing the act of
indulgence, he was authorized by the Privy-Council, in 1669, to
exercise the ministry at Irvine, where he died. Contemporaneously
with Messrs Dickson, Nisbet, and Hutchison, Mr James Fergu-
son was minister of the adjoining parish of Kilwinning, and in
copjunction with these eminent individuals, he formed the design
of publishing brief expositions of the Scripturea. In part, this
plan was carried into effect.  Mr Dickson, infer alia, published his
“ Expositio Analytica omnium Apostolicarum Epistolarum.” M
Nisbet published an exposition of the two epistles of Peter, and
also an Exposition of Ecclesiastes. From the pen of Mr Hutchi-
son, the public received an exposition of the Book of Job, of the
Minor Prophets, and of the Gospel according to the Evangelist
John. ¢ By all this, it appears,” says Mr Patrick Wacgner, “ that
the people of Irvine had a long amd clear day of the Gospel
among them,”—*< and,” adds he, * I beg prayer in their behalf,
lest, because of their barrenness, the kingdom of God should be
taken from them.”

At the time when he wrote the sentences now quoted, Mr Pa-
trick Warner was minister of* Irvine, baving succeeded Mr Hut-
chison in 1688. The tone of these sentences seems to indicate
the existence of an unfavourable impression on his mind, as to the
misimprovement of their privileges on the part of his people. At
all events, we know that Mr Warner met with great discourage-
mwents from them in the prosecution of his ministry. Greatly op-
pressed by these discouragements, he submitted the reasons of de-
mission to the presbytery of Irvine in 1702.%

* The reasons of demission were the following =
¢ It is not"unknown to many in this presbyterie how heavie the charge of this con-
gregatlon hath Lein to me for a long tyme, and what yeasons I have to give in 5 de-
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Imperfect when compared with the result to be desired, and
even with the result of Christianity in our day, was the state of

mission thereof, which alse T have some tyme offered, but hitherto have not bein
taken off my hand ;—and now I am therefore constrained more earnestlie to presse
the same for these reasons following :— \
1s¢, I never was legallic settled minister of Irving, having ehtered amongut them
before our legall settlement, to preach only in & meeting-house to no many as then
called me, which I then looked upon to be only for ane interim, aod did not expect
the libertie wee then had would have continued shove a year or two ; snd if I had
thought it would have been of langer continowance, would never have undertaken so
lieavie & charge.

24, My acceptance even of that call was upon eandition and assurance given me
that | should bave a helper (for which 1 refer to the records of the presbyterie, ane
extract whereof is herewith produced.} But that condition not baving been fulfilled

during the whole space of fourteen years (though they have now the legale stipend of
which they had no prospect when that promise was made) I am no more bound by
my scceptance of that call, which was but for ane interim, and upon that condition.

3d, Having latelie perused the call given, I find more than the one-half of theee
who subseribed it either dead or removed out of the plsce, and near the one haif the
ﬂ;lhule fumilies removed, so as neither they nor any of their posterity to be found In
the p]nm!'.

4ih, Others are come or brought into their roume, the outeasta of all the parishes
about, and some from very remote places, either aitogether without teatimoniatls, ox
bringing very lame ones, and though I have bein for many years complaining of
this to the magistrates, yet hitherto have bad little or no redresae at ail. But, onthe
cantrary, they have reecived such as burgesses, whom the session unanimouslis voted
should not be receivod as members of the congregation, so that a relation of pastor
and people is made up between me and a great mmany of the present inhabitants of
Irving by meer force and compulsion, without aliowing me the libertie of giving my
consent thereto, which yet 1 conceive is necessary to make up that relation.

Sth, My hands are not strengthened in the suppressing of sin and wickedness ;
but these too much encouraged by connivance and other wayes.

6k, I am now aged above 60, my strength decayed, and my voice too weak for so
numercus a congregatione. '

th, T sm not willing to mention other grievances’; some of them are known to
this presbyterie. But, in short, animosities sre come to so great a height (though I
hope I can vindicate myself as baving given no just provocation thereto), that neither
can I expect that the Gospel will be received kindly off my hand by some, nor have
I the freedom to edminister the sacrament of the Lord's SBupper amongst them while
these remain ; yea my hands are much weakened in preaching of the Goapel.

To these reasons I orave libertie to add more, if neid be. And, in the meantime, do

"not presse this preshyterie to any inorderly procedure in the affair, but allow them to
intimate to the congregation, that 1 have here given in such reasons for the preshy-
terie's acceptance of my demission, and require them to give in their anawers thare-
to, if they have eny, sgainst the next presbyterie day. But withall, earnestlie obtest
the presbyterie to do me justice, when they have vonsidered how weighty and rele.
¥ant my rensons are. eoth July 1702

Accordingly, in February 1703, as wo learn from the manuseript sermots of Mr
Reid, minister of Stevenston, he declared the church vacant by appointment of pres.
bytery. The following passage from the discourse which he preached in the church
of Irvine, on the oocasion to which reference is now wade, may be guoted as giving
a view of the actual state of religion in this country at that time.

% How faw now-a-days esteem ministers in love for their work's sake [ how many heat
the catch, and wait for their halting ! what unjust reproaches and aspersiofio sre tl:iy
many times loaded with ; and, how readily are the enemies of a minister belioved,
even by the bulk of professors ! Talk of hire what you will, how are his proceediogs
and conduct misconstructed? What discovragemaents of this sort does your present
minister labour under, owing partly, from the unacconntable ignorance and weakness
of some ; partly, from the enmity and malice of others ; but chiefly from that decay
in religion und love to it that the most part of professors are lying under. And bere,
3, I cannot but take notice of the little love and esteem some of you, wt least, in thix
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religious knowledge and practice ia the days to which we have now
referred. - Both among the laity and the clergy, superstition was
prevalent to an extraordinary and lamentable extent. ‘Their loud-
est and most plaintive wailings were raised against the sin of
witcheraft, so that about the period of which we have been writ-
ing, persons suspected of it were prosecuted with persevering in-
dustry by the people; and, at the instigation of the clergy, they
were punished by the executive, with unrelenting severity. The
leading cause of the fast which the General Assembly appointed
in 1849, was the supposed prevalence of witchcraft. Confession
on the part of the accused was the only attainable evidence of s
definite kind, and its validity was never questioned by the judges.
Of proceedings in such cases, several instances are stated in the
records of the presbytery of Irvine.* The only effort made in
dealing with the accused was to bring them to a fuller acknow-
ledgement of their guilt. This being done, the day of execution
was appointed. Of the 224 April 1650, the record of the pres-
bytery of Irvine bears, that, % the presbyterie, finding that the sin
of witcheraflt was growing daillie, and that in the several paroches
meikle of the hidden works of darkness was discovered and brought
to light in the mercie of God, and that severalls were apprehendit
and 1o firmance for that sin, did meet occasionallie this day to heir
aod receive the confessions of seme, of the said sin of witchcraft,

place bave shown for your humble and godly pastor, which grievances he hae these
several yoars been labouring under in this place, how little his heart has been ancou-
raged and his bands strengthened in his work. The unkind trestment he has met
with from some is tvo well known in this neighbourhood. 1 especially instance
those base, sourrilous, and caluminatory papers that some in this place dropped aghinst
him. Those papers contained reflections so shameful and vnjust that the authors
durst not avow them. It is probable there were but a few at penning of them, and
pomibiy some of those fow may be present ; and I wish there bad besn as few at pains
to spread them. But it is not the first time that sinners bave been at pains to glory
in, and spread abroad their own shame : however, it was your minister's for-

‘$une to be as generally known as the papers were ; 80 that the memory of them lies

to day, not as & blot upon him, but upon this place. It was the wish of mapy st
shis time, who had a regard to their reputation, that more had been done by the ma-

i of the place, to testify their abhorrence at such a base practice. How wasit
possible 4o keep the ministers of synod and presbytery, who had ocnasion to see these
papers and to hear of them, and the concern the people of Irvine bad in their ministers
1 say was it pomsible to keep them from tEese reflectiong upon it ? OB ! but the pev-
plo of Irvine musi be sadly degenerated! Would your forefuthers have treated an
Bonest minister of the gospel at such & rate ? 1 have heard them, here, you will ob-
sorve, L shall not apeak of your sspersivns publickly, and by some amongst you, up-

no the ministers of these bounds, &c."—Manuscript sermons in the posaession of

ThorasaWhytte, Esq. 134, Princes Street, E-dinburgk.
- ® The records of the presbytery of Irvine are incomplete. The first volume ex-
tant is from 2d of June 1646 mgd July 1650. The succeeding volume is not ex-

-tant.  The mext of those preserved is from 17th August 1687 to 18th April 1699,

The volume next in succession is wanting, -and the one that follows is from 26th
September 1710 to 16th June 1730,
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that they might recommend the same to the Lords of Privie
Counsell for the issuing furth of a commission of assyse to sit up-
on the said persons, and after hearing, the presbyterie does judge
the confessions of the persons following, relevant to be recommen-
dit.” Then follow the cases of Margaret Cooper, Janet Robison,
and Catherine Montgomerie ; all of whom confessed * the renun-
ciation of their baptism, carnal copulation with the devil, and the
taking of a new name from him.” Other cases of similar import
might be extracted from the record of the presbytery of Irvine;
~but we pass on to another source of information, as to the preva-
lence and treatment of witchcraft in Irvine, about the period uns
der consideration. This source is found in the Memorials of Mr
Robert Law, page 219. During February 1682, silver plate was
stolen from the house of Major- General Montgomerie. A female
servant was suspected, but while she repelled the suspicion with
indignation, she proffered her services for the discovery of the
stolen goods. On a certain day, according to our author, she
“ goes down to a laich cellar, takes the Bible with her, and draws
a circle aboui her, and turns a riddle on end twice from north to
south, or from the right to the left hand, having in her hand nine
feathers, which she pulled out of the tail of a black cock, and hav-
ing read the 51st psalm forward, she reads backward chap. 9, ver.
19 of the book of Revelation, he appears in a seaman’s cloathing
with a blew cape, and asks what she would; she puts one question
to him and he answers it, and she casts three feathers at him,
charging him to his place again, then he disappears at this time.”
Two successive times, there is a similar appearance of the devil,
who i1s twice met in a similar manner, when she found herself pre-
pared to disclose the place where the stolen goods were secreted,
and in the place mentioned they were accordingly found. For
this service, the Major-General committed her to prigon, where she
confessed the charge of witcheraft, and told them she had learned
the art from Doctor Colvin, who used to practise it in Ireland.
Upon the retirement of Mr Warner in 1702, Mr William
M‘Knight. became munister of Irvine, and remained in this situg-
tion till 17560, when he died.” His successor, Mr Charles Banna-
tyne, was translated from Kilmorie in Arran, and died soon afler
he laid the foundation of the New Church in 1774.  Duriog the
preceding year a church was formed in Irvine, in connection. with
the Synod of Relief. The first stated pastor, of this new church,
viz. Mr James Jack, was not ordained till 1777. - The vacancy
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occasioned in the Established Church by the death of Mr Baa.
natyne was filled up by the appointment of Dr James Richmond,
who closed his ministry in 1801. During his incumbency, and in
the year 1782, Mr White, the second minister of the Relief church,
was ordained to that office, and in 1783 he was deposed for error
in doctrine and for contumacy. _

His errors were adopted under the influence of a Mrs Buchan.
It appears from the autograph letters of this woman, and from
the correspondence of some of her followers which we have sesn,
that, by herself and by them, she was considered as being the spi-
rit of God dwelling in flesh,—as being, in short, the incarnation of
the Holy Spirit. From the terins of the libel against Mr White,
we learn that by him, and as we infer by her, it was held first,
that sin does not adhere to tha believer ; secondly, that Christ tast-
ed death for all men; and thirdly, that, whilst the bodies of Saints
under the New Testament are the temples of the Holy Ghost,
the Saints under the Qld Testament were not favoured with this
distinction,

"T'o the horour of the inhabitants generally, and more especially
of the Relief congregation, her doctrines and pretensions excited
feelings of abhorrence. Petitions were presented to the Ma-
gistrates, in which, by Dissenters as well as Churchmen, the ma-
gistrates were called upon to apprehend her, and proceed against
her as a blasphemer. They did not do this: but they pro-
cceded to dismiss her from Irvine. ¢ To protect the woman
from insult,” as we learn from the Statistical Account, by Dr
Richmond, * the magistrates accompanied her about a mile
out of town ; but, notwithstanding all their efforts, she was
groasly insulted by the mob, thrown inoto ditches, and other-
wise ill-used by the way. She took up her residence, that
night, with some of her followers, in the neighbourhood of Kil-
maurs ; and, being joined by Mr White and others in the morning,
the whole company, about forty in number, proceeded on their way
to Mauchline, and from thence to Cumnock and to Closeburn, in
Dumfries-shire, singing as they went, and sayiog that they werego-
ing to the New Jerusalem.” Mrs Buchan, by one of her adhe-
rents, is stated to be * The very woman prophesied of in the 12th
Revelations as the great wonder in Heaven.” It appears the de-
lusion was not confined to Irvine, as in one of the letters mention

is made of the Rev, Francis Kelly at Northampton having * con- -

fessed her” (Mrs Buchan) “in the fullest manner to be of God."
L]
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This was done in May 1784; but the woman soon died, and the
establishment being broken up, the imbecile fanatics, who had fol-
lowed her, returned to their former places of abode. Mr White
was deposed in 1783, and Mr Peter Robertson was ordained. as
pastor of the Relief church in 1784. During his ministry, the
building was enlarged ; and Mr Robertson died oun the 30th Ja-
nvary 1819, He was succeeded by Mr Archibald M¢‘Laren, who
was ordained on the 28d March 1820, and died on Saturday, 11th
September 1841.

Dr James Richmond, author of the former Statistical Aiccount
of Irvine, died in 1804, and was succeeded by Mr James Hender.
son, who died in 1820, The present incumbent was admitted to
his charge on the 22d June of that year. Up to 1785, the sti-
pend of this parish was seven chalders of vietual, chiefly meal, and
near L, 100 Scots. The augmentation granted at that time was
L. 400 Scots. The last augmentation was granted on the 19th
June 181G, and commenced with crop 1816, As then granted,
the stipend consists of 18 chalders of victual, with L.10 Ster-
ling for communion elements. Originally, the glebe was about
one and a-hall acres, but subsequently an addition was made to it
of six and a-half acres. The manse, which is commodious and
handsome, was built in 1820, :

The Secession congregation in this place was formed in the
- year 1800; and in 1808, they called the Rev. Alexander Camp-
bell, and he was then ordained among them as their first minister,
The place where they assembled for public worship at that time
was found inconvenient, and the building of their present place of
worship was commenced in 1809, and was opened in January
1810. It is a neat and commodicus chapel, and seated for 800,

A small place of worship was opened by the Baptists in the
year 1803, under the direction of the Rev. George Barclay, their
first minister. He died in 1838, and was suceeeded by his son-
in-law, the Rev. John Leechman, A.M. Having sold their for-
mer chapel, Mr Leechman and his friends erected another more
commodious and more conveniently situated.. It is fitted up to
hold 600 persons. .

- Hamil’s hill chapel, built in 1836, The Rev. Robert Smith,
minister. Seated for 850 persons. In government, the church is
tongregational—and in opinion, it is distinguished by holding the
universality of the atonement, the pre-millennial advent of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and his personal reign.
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The population of the parliamentary burgh and parish, as already
stated, is 8377 ; and for this population, church accommodation is
provided in the following ratio: Sittings in the Established Church of
Irvine, 1800 ;in the Secesston Church, 800 ; in the Relief Church,
915; in the Baptist Church, 600 ; Mr Smith’s chapel, 350. In
addition to this accommodation for one-half of the whole population,
the community is partly indebted to the liberality of the Church
Extension Committee in providing additional accommodation in
the parish church of Fullarton, to the extent of 850.

Education.—In the Academy which has been already noticed,
there are three teachers, and accommodation for pupils to the
amount of 500 ; in the commercial Academy, for 150 ; accommo-
dation in Mr Smith’s school, 150; do. in Mr Clark’s, 120; do. .
in free school, 120; do. in smaller private schools, 100; total,
1140. Superadded, with the aid of L. 500 from Bell's Fund, ac-
commodation, in Fullarton school, for 150 ; total, 1290,

FPuor and Parochial Funds.— According to a suggestion made
by Robert Moatgomerie, Esq. of Craighouse, banker in Irvine,
each congregation in Irvine has, for many years, supported its own
poor,—whilst the poor, not in connection with any congregation,
are supported from a fund obtained by assessment, and from rents
of property belonging to the kirk-session, from the fees arising
from proclamations of marriages, mortcloth dues, and other parish
funds. Of this fund, one-half is levied from the landward he-
ritors, and the other half from proprietors and occupants of
houses in town. Of paupers not connected with any denomi-
nation of Chnstians, the average number is about 75 ; and the
average expenditure for their relief, inclusive of temporary
and extraordinary cases, is about L. 896 per annum. The dis-
bursement of this sum is superintended by a committee, com-~
posed of three heritors, the provost, and two magistrates, with the
clergymen and two elders from each of the Established and Dis-
senting congregations,—and a committee anpually appointed by
those householders who are assgssed. 'T'hese appoint a sub-com-
mittee, and an aqverseer, who is aliowed a salary of L.10 per an-
num. The co-operation of these public bodies is harmonious in
the highest degree, and in every respect satisfactory to the com-

munity.

_ Nquemﬁ»erll 841,
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