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ofts are favourable alike to the physical and moral health, there
is obviously something in such employments destructive of both.
And if experience has proved them to be injurious to men, they
ire a cruel bondage and degradation to the feebler sex. It is
enough to make one’s beart sick to look upon their wasted figures
and colourless countenances, when cowpared with those who la-
bour for their immediate bread in the pure light of day. But this

evil, we fear, is, from the nature of things, without hope of remedy.
The moral one, however, may be prevented ; and should the root
of it at any time be transplanted into this district, we trust that a
moral and spiritual education will also keep pace with it, that
the people may at least sink rio lower, or become worse than they

are.

December 1841,

PARISH OF KILBIRNIE.*

PRESBYTERY OF IUVINE, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. ROBERT URQUHART, MINISTER.

IL—TorocrarPHY AND NaTuraL HisToRY.
Name.~—KiLBIrRN1E, the ancient as well as the modern name of
this parish, is obviously compounded of the common Celtic prefix
Kil, signifying a church, cell, or hermitage, and Rirnie or Birinug,
the name of the saint to whom the church was dedicated. Though
this saint conferred his name on the parish, his festival or anoi-.
which fall on the 8d of December, has long since been
' forgotten, whilst that of St Brandane, the apostle of the Orkneys,
is still commemorated on the 28th of May, under the modernized
appellation of Brinnan's-day, the great annusl fair of Kilbirnie.

Boundaries and Extent.—The parish is bounded on the north’
and east by Lochwinnoch and Beith ; on the north-west by Largs;
and on the south and west by Dalry. It is of an irregular oblong
figure, in length from south-east to north-west between seven and
dight miles, and of the medium breadth of :about two miles and a-
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* Drawn up by Mz Willlam Dobie, Grangevale, Beith.
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690 AYRSHIRE.

half. The area is computed to be equal to seventeen square - miles,
or 8,576 Scotch acres.*

Topographical Appearance.— The surface of the parish presents
in general a pleasingly varied, if not a strikingly diversified, appear-
ance. It may be described as consisting of two naturally well.
defined sections, viz. a lower and altogether an arable division,
and a more elevated and extensive one, combining with & eonsi-
derable portion of arable land a great extent of green hill-pasture,
- bog, and moorland, The lower section, lying in the position of
north-east and south-west, along the boundaries of the parishes of
Beith and Dalry, is partly flat, especially towards the south-west,
but more generally its surface is varied with gently-marked swells
and depressions. This division, which is nearly four miles in
length, and about the medium breadth of a mile and a-half, does
not, therefore, possess any striking features, unless it be the
bright expanse of Kilbirnie Laoch,_ extending along two miles
of its eastern confines, and the winding course of the water of
Garnock, which flows through its upper part from north to south,
but which, after passing within a quarter of a mile of the south-
west extremity of the loch, forms the eastern boundary of the
lower part. West and north-west of this fertile and highly-culti-
vated division, the ground assumes a much greater variety of posi-
tion and form ; in addition to which, it rises somewhat rapidly, un-
til it swells into airy upland pastures considerably beyond the reach
of cultivation. These verdant uplands are succeeded by dreary
tracts of moss and heath, and irregular ranges of dusky hills, of
an extent equal to fully one-third of the superficies of the parish,
and taken altogether, compose a region, doomed alike by climate,
ipaccessibility, and soil, to hopeless sterility. The lowest land in
the parish is about ninety-three feet above the level of the sea,
and the highest, which is the Hill of Staik, situated on its north-
west boundary, .has an altitude above the same level of 1691 feet.
From the summit of this hill, the most elevated in the district of
Cuninghame, as well -as from several of the. adjacent heights,
panoramic prospects of an extent, variety, and magnificence, may
be enjoyed, unsurpassed by any thing in the west of Scotland.

- v Climate and Diseases,—That the climate of. this district is not

ipsalubrious is sufliciently evidenced by the generally healthy con-
dition of the natives, and the advanced age which many of them
attain. Theprevailing winds being from the west and south-west,

* Scotch measure is invariably slluded to in this Aecount,
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KILBIRNIE. 691

are frequently surcharged with vapour; and as the high lands of
this parish are among the first to arrest a portion of -their mois-
ture, the consequent rains are frequent, and often heavy and con-
tinbous. There are no peculiar diseases incident to the locality ;
the most prevalent are f{evers, rheumatisms, and occasionally con-
sumptions, which can scarcely be attributed to the climate, ings-
muchsas the same diseases are to be met with all over Scotlan.l.
This healthy character will not, however, we are assured, apply "
to the population lately superinduced on that of the village, by
the establishment of two extensive manufactories. Among this
portion of the inhabitants, what with the high temperature of the
{actory, enfeebled constitutions, and inattention to cleanliness,
there is almost ever less or more of typhus fever—an epidemic
that will never fail to scourge the lower classes of society, until
they acquire the good sense of preferring nutritious food to whisky,
and the comforts of cleanliness to dirty and improvident habits.
Hydrography.— There are numerous perennial springs of ex-
cellent water in this parish, but none have yet. been discovered
possessing medieinal virtues; that, especially, of Birinie’s well,
situated about a quarter of a.mile north of the ruins of Kiibirnie
Place, to which it had been conducted by pipes, is alike remark-
able for its strength, and the superior quality of the water.
Rivers,—The Garnock and the Maich, the latter forming the
northern boundary of the parish, are the ouly streams of any note.
The Garnock rises at the base of the hill of Staik, and traverses
the district in the direction of south-east. About a mile and a-half
from its source, it forms a wild and romantic waterfall, called tha
Spout of Garnock, which, after heavy rains, presents an animated
spactacle, strongly in contrast with the immobility and stillness of
the surrounding scemery. Nearly three miles farther down, i
winds in melancholy murmurings round two sides of the precipi=
tous kuoll, .on which are perched the tottering ruins of Glengar-
pock Castle. - Descending thence for a short distance throughia
wooded ravine, it hastens over a rocky chaanel, and after skirting
the village of - Kilbirnie, quietly pours its accumulated 'waters
through a strath of much beauty, in the lower part of the parish.
It then pursues its devious course through the parishes of Dalry
and Kilwinning, -and, after being considerably augmented by many
tributary streams, falls into the sea at Irvive. Like other moun-
tain rivers, a heavy fall of rain renders, in a short time, the Gasé-
®ock an impassable torrent, a little way from its source; while dur-
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662 AYRIHIRE.

ing the summer months, it is frequently fordable at nearly all points
within the parish. Its banks are tame, presenting, in their whole
extent, no charms to the admirer of picturesque scenery ; the imn-
mediate environs of Glengarnock Castie, and of the waterfall,
alone excepted. The right to the salmon-fishing of this river
from the Rough burn, a mile north of the town of Kilwinning, to
the Polgree water, about half a mile below Kilbirnie Kirk, bélémgs
to Blair of Blair, having been granted to that family by the mo-
nastery of Kilwinning, to which it anciently belonged. Above the
fatter rivulet, the fishing of the Garnock is considered free.

-+ The source of the Maich is close by the south side of the Misty-
Law in Renfrewshire. It runs in a direction nearly parallel to
the Garnock, from which it is nowhere more than a mile and a
half distant. After a sinuous course of about five miles in a deep
ehannel, occasionally fringed with natural wood, this ¢ lonely moor-
land river,” enters Kilbirnie Loch from the north, to which it is
by much the most-steady and abundant contributor.

Kilbirnie Loch lies in the south-east quarter of the parish, and
constitutes part of its boundaries in that direction. It is a beaus
tiful sheet of pellucid water, and forms a noble feature in the wide-
spread landscape. Its banks, though tame, are remarkably clean,
and, where not adorned with trees, arable fields slope gently to its
margin. It extends a mile and a half in length, is scarcely half
a mile in breadth, and its greatest depth is about five fathoms and
a half. = Besides the Maich, the loch receives supplies from the
Mains and the Bath burns, streamlets which have their sourcesclose
by the town of Beith; and its only eutlet is by the Dubs Water,
which discharges itself inte Lochwinnoch Loch. It is well stored
with pike, perch, trout, and eel, and is betimes the resort of the
wild duck and heron. - The comparative tranquillity that has hi-
therto hung over this crystalline expanse, will in a short time be
invaded by the noise of locomotive vehicles, and other sounds in-
cident to a great thoroughfare, as the railroad from Glasgow to
Ayr: runs along its east bank. The lach forms part of the estate
of Kilbirnie, although that property does not extend around one-
half of its circumference.*

. Kilbirnie Loch is thus noticed by Bellenden, the translator of Boace: * In
Cunninghame is ane loch namit Garnoth, nocht unlike to0 Loch Doune, full of fische.”
It . was subsequently oalled Loch Thankart. In 1628, David Canyngbame of Ro-
bertland is seryed beir of . David Cunynghame, his father, in the lands and barony of

engarnock 4 et loch de’ Eoch Thanksrt.” Tt belonged to the Cutninghang of
- Glengarbock, Lut the Cravfurds of Kiibirnie disputed their right, and, in the spirit
of the timnes, thewe femilies called out their tenants and retsiners and lLroke one an-
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Geology.*— Viewed geologically, theparishis divided into two sec-
tions, unequalin extent, and widely different incharacter. They are
separated bya line running eastand west. The north division, which
is the largest, occupies an extensive tract of hilly country. It is of
an igneous origin, and belongs to the secondary trap formation,
being compased chiefly of greenstone and porphyry ; but except
to the curious in speculative geology, it presents little that is in-
teresiing. None of the metallic veins usually associated with the
trap formation have been observed. Agates, however, and other
simple minerals, are occasionally met with ; and the vein of ba-
rytes, which is worked in the island of Arran to the south-west,
and at Muirshiels, in the parish of Lochwinnoch, to the north-
east, and which has also been discovered in the parish of Kilpa-
trick, still farther to the north-east, is supposed to traverse this
district. -

But the most interesting, as well as valuable mineral products
of the parish, are on the south side of the line indicated. They
belong to the carboniferous series of stratified rocks, and occupy
an area of about 1500 acres, stretching slong the valley of the
Garnock. Where the strata have been denuded by streams and
otherwise, opportunities occur of investigatiog the sedimentary
wsocks, and this has been done with tolerable accuracy to a depth
of 120 fathoms. At the depth here mentioned, a limestone post
of excellent quality, measuring thirty feet, rests upon a bed of
marl, of unknown thickness. Over the limestone, and extending
twenty-five fathoms upwards, thinner limestone bands of inferior
quality prevail, alternating with shale and freestone. The sixty
fathoms next in succession, besides two layers measuring fifteen
feet each, formed of ironstone nodules thickly imbedded in shale,
comprehend not fewer than twenty ironstone bands, chiefly argil-
laceous, varying in thickness from one to thirty inches, with inter-
vening beds of fine clay, lime, freestone, aluminous schist, aad thin
coal seams. The next thirty fathoms reaching to the surface, con-
tain four workable seams of coal, a few calcareous ironstone bands,
with strata of freestone, lime, and shale.

others buats. A casebetween them is reported, 16th July 1626, (Mor. Diet. p. 10631,)
from which it appears that both partics had the loch included in thair titles, The
Craufiirds -.of Kilbirnie subsequently acquired right to the barony of Glengarnock
and thery was no longer room for dispute on the subjéct. 8ir Jobn Crauvfurd’s right
was ratifisd by Parliament in ]164]. ' : g g y

* The lueid and comprehensive account of thecgeg of the parish bere given has
been moet obligingly conttibuted by Andrew Craig, Isq., Westhicld Houje, Xing-
‘mn!‘ GH‘E‘:’W+ .
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The coal field is found distributed into basins generally of ne
great extent, sometimes detached, at other times passing mto each
other by a ridge or undulation, without throwing off the metals.
The usual dip is one foot i seven. The basins are seldom found
to corvespond altogether in their stratification, and are intersected
in a1l directions by faults and dikes, the one dislecating the strata,
the other merely disjoining them, without altering their level, and
both, from their frequency, adding to the difficulties of the miner.
Of coursé, it wiil appear that the aceount -here given, is:te be re-
garded merely as an approximation to the general state of the mi-
neral deposits under notice.

The coal has been worked for a long time, but never extensive-
}y. The aggregate thickness of the four workable seams is about
M feet. The average distance from the surface to the upper
seam, is 15 fathoms; from that to the second, 6; from the second
to the third, 3; and from the third to the lowest, 3. The up-
per seam is peculiar in this respect, that it is found to assume
quite distinet aspects at different parts of the field. At one point,
it is the bitaminous or cannel coal, now so much in demand for
the manufacturing of gas ; at another, it is the ecommon free
coal-; in other situations, again, both descriptions of coal exist 1
connection, the one overlying the other; and -last of all, the two
eoals are found parted by a few inches of black-band ironstone.
However much the seam may vary in its compesition at different
places, it undergoes no material change in point of thickness, for
as the one kind of ecoal increases, the other is found to diminish.
The three lower coals are composed of free coal : one of them
known as the smithy coal, is prized for the purposes of the forge,
and all of them are good household eoal. :

The freestone of the district comprehends numerous seams, rang-
ing in thickness from an inch to eighteen feet. Some of the quar-
vies afford compact and durable blocks, well adapted for building.
In the flagstone quarries again, pavement of all dimensions is pro-
cuted at little expenditure of labour. i

The limestone exists in great abundance, is worked to a consi-
derable extent, and is much esteemed both for building and agri-
cultural purposes.

The ironstone has pever been turned to account, but is now
under lease with a view to the establishment of 1run-work3. Some
fime ago, a earbonaceous 1ronst¢na, similar to Muschet’s black-

£ The Wniversity of Edinburgh
The University ol Glasgow
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band, was discovered in this and the adjoining parish of Dalry. It
o situated about thirty fathoms below the fourth coal. = It is up~
wards of two feet thick, and yields about 40 per cent. of metallic
son. This and a few of the other bands, it is supposed, may be
made available for the purpose of smelting. Considerable risk 1s
thought to attend the contemplated undertaking, arising especial-
ly from the nature of the coal, which in this district is of a softer
quality than any that las hitherto been employed in. reducing iron
ore. Should it be found necessary to subject it, in the first in-
stance, to the process of coking, much additional expense will be en~
tailed on the manufacturer, and he will thus be less able to compete
with others who do not labour under the same disadvantage. I,
however, the works should prove successful, as it is hoped they
may, their establishment, on an extensive scale, will doubtless add
to the prosperity of the district.

A vein of graphite or black-lead is intersected by the stream
which divides this parish from that of Dalry ; but no attempt, it is
believed, has yet been made to ascertain its quality, or trace its ex-
tent.

Soil.—The soil in the lower or south end of the parish is a deep
alluvial loam of great fertility. ~Ascending the river it gradually
changes into a rich clayey loam, while to the east along Kilbirnie
loch and part of the course of the Maich, itisa light red clay,
resting on a stiff clay subsoil. West of the Garnock, clayey loam
likewise prevails, and occasionally adhesive clay mized with sand,
varied with numerous stripes of meadow ground, almost every farm
in this quarter having two or more acres of this valuable ground.
The soil of the higher grounds being incumbent on trap and lime-
stope, is -light and dry, and its fertility is sufficiently evinced by
the excellency of the pastures. The moorish uplands are gene-
rally moss of various depths, resting on a light-coloured clay, and
the more level parts are much broken by hags and pools of stag-~
nant water.
~ Zoology.—There are no rare species of quadrupeds in this pa-

rish, nor are we aware that any uncommon remains have at any
tine been discovered. The ordinary wild animals of the country,
such as the fox, the polecat, the weazel, the stoat, and the hedge-
hog, are numercus; especially in the higher parts of the parish.
The ofter also frequents Garnock and the Joch, during the spring,
principally for eels, which it seems to livé on ak thdt season.. The
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696 AYRSHIRE.

badger,. too, was formerly to be met with in the glens, but it is no
longer to be found. Hares and the more common species of
game are numerous, and would become more so, were their illegal

destruction more effectually checked. _
Birds.—Besides above sixty of the common birds of Scotland,
several of the more uncommon species are stationary here. Of the
latter, including the rarer summer and winter visitants, the compiler
_of this Acecount is indebted to Mr John Jamieson, Kilbiruie, a
shilful and enthusiastic ornithologist, for the following interesting
list. .

Tetrao Tetrix Sylvia Phoenicurus Rallus aquaticus
Coturnix vulgeris Loxia curvirostra Fulien atra
Thasianus Colchicus Parus caudatus Scolopaz rustieols
Falco peregrinus Pyrchuls vulgaris Tringa pugnax
Buteo vulgaris Fringilla montifringilla Cygnus ferus
Buteo palumbarius — spinus Anser ferus

Strix striduls -~ earduelis Bernicla
Caprimulgus® Europesus Bturnus vulgaris Fodiceps rubdicollis
Lanius excubitor Garrulus glandarius Frocellaria glacialis
Turdus torquatus Aleedo lspida Larus argentatus
Saxicola Rubicola Ardea stellaris Nyroca fuligula

Fishing.— Kilbirnie loch contains trout, pike, perch, roach, and
eel, the latter especially in abundance ; and of the three first very
large ones have oceasionally been killed. ‘I'he Garnock and the
Maich are good trouting streams, particularly the former. There
would, it is believed, be few rivers in the county equal to the
Carnock, in this respect, if the unprincipled destruction of the
fish in-its tributary rivulets, during the spawning season, could be
prevented. Last autumn, one individual caught, by means of a
stake-bag-net, no fewer than 150 stones. A few salmon ascend
the river as high as, and even above Kilbirnie, in November and
December, but they are mostly all destroyed by the nﬁght poacher.
From a variety of cayses, their numbers, it would appear, are year-
ly decreasing. We have been assured that, about fifty years ago,
salmon were to be seen in the latter end of harvest, sporting in
every pool of the river above and below the village, and it is but
rarely now that a few solitary strpgglers are to be seen so high.

Botany.— It does not appear that there is any thing peculiarly
interesting iu the botany.of the parish. In the lower district, ve-
getation is rather luxuriant, and by no means deficient in variety ;
but there are few species of the plants that are generally marked
as rare in Scotland. . The following, however, that are not very
comunon, thay be found here ; :

L 3
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Yoronica seutellata Sambuens ebulos Tormeutilla reptans
Parietaria oflicinalis Allium ursinum Thalictrum flavum
Anchusa sempervirens Epilobium angustifolium  Ranunculas hederaceus
Convolvulus sepium Yaecinium vitls idea ingos
Campsnula trachelivm Adoxa moschatzllina Geranium pratenss
Solanum Dulecamara Saxifraga granulata Hypericum humifasum
Ligustrum meum — hypnoides pmmimen = hirsntum
Sison verticillatum Sedum telephium —_— — palehrum
Cherophyllum odorata Prunus padus Inula helenium
Imperatoria cestruthivm CeTAEuS

The Conium maculatum, hemlock, generally so plentiful, is not
known in this parish, except in one spot near the ruins of Kilbirnie
House, The Malvaceae seem to be entire strangers ; only one spe-~
cimen, the Malva moschata, having been found which could not
be reckoned indigenous. The Ulex FEuropaus, furze, was not
known until a few years ago, when it was sown for a fence.

Plantations.— With the exception of about twenty acres planted
by the late Mr Cochran of Ladyland, some thirty years ago, and
eleven acres on the estate of Kilbirnie, along the margin of the
loch, in 1807, there has been nothing done in this respect, within
the remembrance of any one, worth noticing. A few thin strag-
gling belts and detached rows of trees, consisting chiefly of ashes,
elms, and planes, spreading out in different directions from the
roins of Kilbirnie House, are ail that now remains of the noble
sylvan embellishments of the parks and pleasure-grounds of this
ancient seat of the Crawfurds. There are still a few fine old
trees around the site of the ancient house of Ladyland ; and the
modern plantations on that estate, consisting, in a'great measure,
of chestnuts, planes and firs, are thriving in the very best style. = A
fow farm-houses too, are partially sheltered by immemorial ashes
and planes ; but by far the greater part of them are marked by a
scantiness akin to absolute destitution of such beneficial and orna-
mental accompaniments. There is thus a great deficiency both
of old woodlands and modern plantations throughout the parish—
there being only about seventy-eight acres in all ; a deficiency that
will not probably be fully remedied until the principal estate can
claim a resident proprietor.

IL.—Crvir. History.
There is nothing in the history of the parish that can be stated

apart from that of the more ancient families by whoin it has been
possessed, The few memorabilia of unchronicled conflicts refera~
ble te a period antecedent to the introduction of Christianity, such
as tumull or cairns, have been all, with one’ doubtlul ekception,
removed within the present century. During’ the long’ reign of
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698 AYRSHIRE.

feudal tyrammy, the district of Cuninghame, though oceasionally
disturbed by such murderous feuds as those of the houses of Kil-
maurs and Eglinton, seems, on the whole, to have benefited by the
humanizing influence of the church—one of the largest properties
being that of the Abbey of Kilwinning, while the predatory vio-
lence to which the border counties, and those in the vicinity of
the Highlands, were subject, was here unknown.

Eminent Men.—The only eminent person whom this parish can
claim, is Captain Thomas Crawfurd, of Jordanhill. "'He was the
sixth son of Laurence Crawfurd of Kilbirnie, and Helen, daughter
of Sir Hugh Campbell of Loudon. He was a brave and enter-
prising officer, and his adventurous exploit of storming the almost
impregnable castle of Dumbarton in 1571, is familiar to every cne
acquainted with the history of Scotland during the minority of
James VI This extraordinary feat of courage and dexterity, the
boldness of which, says Sir Walter Scott, was unequalled by the
siege of the Numidian fortress mentioned by Sallust, or the more
modern surprise of Fécamp during the wars of the league, has con-
ferred deserved celebrity on his name. In consideration of this
and other faithful services, Captain Craufurd received a grant of
several lands in the neighbourhood of Glasgow, whence his title
of Jordanhill, besides an annuity of L. 200 Scots during his life,
payable out of the priory of St Andrews. Ie appears to have
commenced his military career at a very early age, as he was taken
prisoner at the disastrous battle of Pinkie n 1547,~—which bloody
event he survived -fifty-six years, The latest notice we have met
with of this celebrated character, into the detail of whose public
life it would be umsuitable to enter here, is in the year 1581,
when the king, by a gift dated at Holyrood, grants him L. 100
Scots yearly ¢ out of the superflue of the third of the bepefices
not assignat to the maintenance of the ministrie.” Much of the
last twenty years of his life was probably spent in retirement,—
the state of the country no longer demanding his military
services. It must, therefore, beto some part of this disengaged
period, that the residence allotted bim by tradition at Kersland,
in ‘the -ailjoining parish of Dalry, the heiress of which he had
married, must be assigned. ,

. In 1594, Captain Cranfurd erected a monument to himself and
his: lady in Kilbirnie church-yard, and ¢ bequeathed,” says Mr
Gleorge: Ceaufurd, the learned historian of the shire of Renfrew,
% his body to be- buried there.”. 'The monument is still entire,
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though much weather-wasted.- It is built of chiselled sand-
stons, and is of a quadrangular form, nine feet long, six feet
in width, and siz feet four inches in height, and is-covered hori-
sontally with the same material. Through an aperture in the
éast end, by the aid of a faint light admitted through a slit in the
south wail, are seen the recumbent statues of the gallant captain
in military garb, and of his spodse in the costume of the times.
On the exterior of the north wall, in relieved characters now
scarcely legible, is the following inscription, every version of
which hitherto printed has been more or less at variance with
the original :—- -

3o . SCHAW .
Tue . Ricur .

HEIR . LYIS . THOMAS . Axp . JoneT . KER . HIS .
CRAVFYED , OF . JOR . Spous . ELDEST . DOC .

* DANBIL . SEXT . DOW « - uTER . TO . RoBenT . KER .
10 . Laveexce . Crav. oF. KERRISLAND .
FvaD . 0F » KILBIRNY ., . i-5.9.4.

In the centre of the inscription is a shield bearing.quarterly
Crawfurd and Ker, and for crest a figure, by its irregular outline,
meant probably to represent a rock, In allusion to Dunbarton
Castle. Captain Craufurd died 3d January 1603, and was buried
close to the inscribed wall of the monument,

Division of Land, &c.—The parish was anciently possessed by
three different families. It is still nominally composed of thiree
estates, or baronies, namely, Kilbirnie, Glengarnock, and Lady-
land; though the twolast have been considerably broken up,~—there
being at present twenty proprictors holding portions of them rang-
ing from 15 to 116 acres. .

1. The barony of Kilbirnie has always been by much the most
extensive of these estates. It occupies the south and most fertile
quarter of the parish, and consists of about 5500 acres, of which
nearly 3000 are arable, meadow and woodland. This barony of
old belonged to a branch of the Barclays of Ardrossan, a faroily
of some distinction in the early history of the country. In 1470,
the line of the Barclays terminated in an heiress, who married
Malcolm Craufurd of Greenock, the founder of the family of
Craufurd of Kilbirnie. Their descendants flourished in high re-
pute for valour, loyalty, and honourable cohnections, in unbroken
succession, upwards of 200 years, when the male descent failed in
the family of Sir John Craufurd, who died in 1661. By bis se-
cond wife, daughter of Lord Carnegie, ke had two daughters, the
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eldest of whom was married to Sin Archibald Stewart of Blackhall,
and the youngest, Margaret, to Patrick Lindsay, the second son
of the fourteenth Earl of Craufurd. Upon the heirs of this mar-
riage, Sir John Craufurd settled the estate of Kilbirnie, on condi-
tion of their assuming the name and arworial ensigns of Craufurd.
Patrick Lindsay and his lady died both in 1680.* Their eldest
son, John, was created in 1703, by Queen Anve, Viscount Mount-
Craufurd, which title he had afterwards changed to that of Gar-
nock. He died in 1708, and his grandson, George, fourth Vis-
count succeeding in 1749 to John, eighteenth Earl of Craunfurd
and fourth of Lindsay, the title of Garnock merged in the more
ancient honours of that noble house. He was succeeded by his
son George, who dying unmarried in 1808, the titles became ex-
tinct, and the estates fell to his only surviving sister, Lady Mary
Lindsay Craufurd. On her demise in 1838, she was sheeceeded
by George, fourth Earl of Glasgow, in right of his descent from
Maurgaret, the eldest sister of the first Viscount Garnock.

3. The barony of Glengarnock extends over both sides of the
upper course of the Garnock, and censists of about 1400 acres, of
which fully more than 1000 are excellent arable land, and the
remainder moor pasture. Nearly 700 acres of the best land of
this barony belong to the estate,of Kilbirnie, along with the supe-
riority of all the rest. = About 420 acres of it are possessed by
nine different proprietors, all of whom have a right in common to
a considerable extent of mooriand pasture.

The most ancient possessors of this barony on record were the
Riddels, supposed to be descended of the Riddels of Teviotdale,

* The deaths of Patrick Lindsay and the heretrix of Kilbirnie are thus detailed
in Law’'s Memorialls : ¢ October 1680. In one week's tyme, dyed, first, the Lady
Kilburnie, daughter to the late laird of it, on the 12th of that instant, and her hus.
band, the laird, second son of the Earl of Lindsay, who gott that estate by marrying
this laird's daughter, dies also vpon the 15th of that instant, hoth of a feaver.
The Sabbath before, they were at the celebration of the Lord's Supper at the kirk of
Beith. On the day they sickened, the laird's dogs went into the closs, and an unco
dog eoming io amongst them, they all set up a barking, with their faces up to beaven
howling, ‘{l:il.ing, and youphing; and when the laird called upon them, they would nst
come to him, as in former times when he called upon them. The death of thir spouses
was much lamented by all sorts of peopie. They left seven children behind them;
within & fpw days afier, the Lady Blackhall, her sister. being infected with the same
disease, {for it was a pestilentious feaver), and coming to Kilbwnie to wait on the
funersils, she also dyes there.” Pp, 165924, It would appear that a considerable
party of the citizens of Glasgow had attended the funeral of these distinguished in-
dividusle, for ov the 2)st December following, the town-council ordained « John
IHobesoune to have ane warrand for the soume of thrie hundreth sextie punds nyune
ahilling Scots, pa be hirn for the expenses and hors hyres of these that went to
e buriall of Kilburaie, bis Ladie, snd to the buriall of the Ladie Blackhall.” Me.
morabilia of the City of Glasgow, 1835, p. 520,
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one of -our oldest Scottish familigs. Of the history of those of
Glengarnock, all that is known with certainty is, that the line ter-
minated in an heiress, who, some time previous to 1266, had es-
poused Hervey Cunningham of Kilmaurs, to whom the peerage
writers have assigned the honour of having gallantly distinguished
himself at the battle of the Largs in 1263. Galfridus, the second
son of this marriage, was the ancestor of the Cunninghams of
Glengarnock. The early annals of this ancient family are, how-
ever, very meagre, and, unless it be to the genealogist, altogether
uninteresting. During the sixteenth century, they become more ex-
tended, and of the feuds, rencounters, and conspiracies in which the
lairds of Glengarnock were frequently and evidently with no aver-
sion engaged, there are many notices recorded. ‘The most rest-
less and enterprising spirit of his race, seems to have been William,
the thirteénth possessor of the barony, who closed his turbulent ca-
reer at the fatal battle of Pinkie, 10th September 1347. His
will, made on the eve of his departure from his house of Glen-
garnock to that disastrous field, an interesting 'document, and
hitherto unpublished, is subjoined.®*  Sir James Cunningham,
the sisteenth in descent from Galfridus, who married Kathe-

* This document, of which & literal translation follows, is preserved in the records
of the Vicar-General of Glasgow. 1t is now in the course of being printed for the
Maitland Club,—the countribution of William Patrick, Esq. of Roughwood je
it Death is certain—the hoor most uncertain. Hence it is that I, William Cunyng-
hame of Glengarnock, taking my way to rencounter our old enemies, and, In the event
of sudden death. make and ordain my testainent and last will. 1n the first place, I give
and leave my soul to Almighty God, the most blessed Virgin Mary, and all saints, and
my bones to be buried where it shall please the Most High. And [ lenve iijj pence
to the fabrick of St Kentigem, and xx pound to be given to a chaplain duly ordained
to pray for my soul in the parochial church of Kilbirny. Also, [ jeave to Sir Ho-
bert Cunyngham, chaplain, x merkis of money ; likewise T leave to the Friars Mi-
nor of Air and Glasgow, sx merkis. Also, I appoint and ordain that my tenants
bave the liberty of compounding their debts, Further, I appoint my egecutors, viz.
Elizabeth Synclair, my wife, and Lady Isabella Cunyngham, my mother only ; and
1 leave my four best horses to my four sons, in such a way that the eldest shall have
the first choice of the same, viz. ay the eldest to cheis first, end that the heirship horse
shall stand to my heir for his choice. I leave to Alexander Cunyogham, my younger.
som, the younger horse called the * seur staig,’ and to John Blair, my son-in-law, the
younger horse, called the ¢ brown staig.’ 1 grant and assign to Elizabeth Cunyng-
bame, my daughter, relict of the late Alexander Schaw of S8auchguy, that sum of 4
merkis, resting upon the lands and buildinge of Sir John Makghe, vicar of Abruth-
yen, I_qinﬁ within the city of Glasgow ; as also that sum of 200 merkis, owing by the
said Sir John, I assign to the foresaid Elizabeth, towards relieving my executrices
of the forensentioned sum of 700 merkis due to the ssid Elisabeth. Moreover, all my
goids, moveable and immoveable; my debts being taken out and paid, I giveand leava
1o my three daughters, to be distributed and apportioned at the will of my executrices
aforesaid, as they shall answer to the Supreme Judge.” This testament was made by the
mouth of the departing, * the xxix day of thé month of Auguost, in :the yemr.of our
Lord, 1547, my manuel submeription bearing testimony, ot Glengarmk." ¥Follown
the form of subscriptios, * William Cunyniogham of Glengarmok, with my band,”
This testament was confirmed, &c. 4th November 1547 : Pl b
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rine, daughter of ‘the Earl of Glencairn, assigned, in 1609, the
lands, of Glengarnock in behoof of his creditors, and went to Ire-
land, where he had got a grant of 12,000 acres of land from King
James VI. A few years afterwards, the estate was sold to Cun-
ningham of Robertland, whose son being unable to keep it, it was
acquired in right of a wadset by Adam Watt, clerk to the Signet,
from whose successor it was purchased, about 1680, by Patrick
Lindsay, husband of the heiress of Kilbirnie, and it has ever since
formed a valuable part of that estate,

3. .The barony of Ladyland occupies the northern quarter of
the parish, and contains upwards of 1800 acres, of which nearly
one-half is arable; the remainder, consisting ol excelient upland
pastures, and a considerable extent of moorland. Of the acrable
ground, about 400 acres belong to twelve different proprietors, the
general extent of whose properties is from 20 to 40 acres each,—
15 acres being the lowest, and 116 the highest that any of them
possess. They have all a right of pasture over the moorland. The
great body of the barony belongs, however, to the heirs of the
late William Cochrane, Esq. of Ladyland.

Of the more ancient proprietors of this estate, there appears to
be nothing recorded. Prior to 1564, it had been aecquired by a
branch of the Barclays of Kilbirnie, for, in that year, David Bar-
clay of Ladyland is one of the jury on the trial of Patrick Hous-
ton of that ilk, for assaulting Archibald Hamilton of Cochano, on
the streets of Dunbarton. In 1592, his son and successor, Hew
Barclay, was apprehended as accessory to some treasonable con-
spiracy for ¢ inbringing of Spaniards to the overthrow of his High-
ness and all professing the true religion.” He was imprisoned in
the Castle of Glasgow, but escaped and went to Spain. In 1597
‘he returned and took possession of the rock of Ailsa, which he
intended to have victualled for the service of his colleagues, but,
being surprised by his enemies, he ran into the sea and was
drowned.®* Hugh Barclay, in his happier days, was the friend
and comparion of Montgomery the poet, and appears himself to
have written verses, as two of his sonnets have been prearved‘,
one of which is addressed to the author of “-the Cherry and the
Slae,” and the other to his friend Ezechial Montgomery.+ The
former of these is full of quaint humour, and shows that the au-
thor was, at-the time of writing of it, in the country, * hotching

s Spotswood's History of the Church_of Scotland, p. 445.

{1 See Irving's edition of Montgomery’s Poems, p.
4
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on & sped,” draiglit in dirt, vhylis wat evin to the skin ;" ragret-
ting bis absence from his correspondent, who, with his friends; was
« birling at the wyne” and  poning Bacchus luggis.” The
Barclays sold Ladyland about 1620, The estate was acquired by
Hamilton of Ardoch, previously to 1669 ; but this family did not
long retain i, for in 1710, it belonged to a Henry Moncrieff, who
granted several charters to the vassals of the barony. It was, shortly
after the above date, purchased by Alexander, ninth Earl of Eg-
linton, who sold it in 1718, to William Cochran of Edge, by
whose descendants it 13 now possessed.

Parochial Registers.—The register of baptisms and marriages
commences in the year 1688, A blank occurs between the O9th
July 1724, and the 5th December 1725, * in consequence,” as is
stated on the record, % of there being no schoolmaster during that
period ;” and another from the same cause, between the 10th Ja-
nuary 1781, and the 16th March 1739. Again, the register of
marriages, from the 8d July 1729, to the 15th June 1738, has
been lost ; but from this date to the present time, there are appa-~
rently no omissions. The registry of deaths begins in 1758, and
is preserved entire. Minutes of the kirk.session commence also
in 1688, but there is an unregretted gap in these impure records,
excepting some illegible scraps, extending from 1725 to 1791.
Money accounts in reference to the poor are likewise preserved
from 1688 to the present time, and minutes of meetings of heritors
since 1823. -

Antiguities,— Yarious tumiili have, at different times, been acci-
dentally explored in this parish, and in some of which urps- filled
with calcined bones have been found, and in others stone coffins
containing human remains. Early in the century, three sione-
coffins, but without the addition of any mound over them, were
discovered on the right bank of the Garnock, about a quarter of
a mile below Kilbirnie Bridge ; one of them contained a large urn
filled with burnt bones ; but in neither of the other two, nor in one
opened about the same time on the opposite bank of the river,
near to Nether-Mill, and close to the base of a large barrow or
mound, were found any relics whatsoever,  About thirty years ago;
the late Mr Cochran, in the course of his agricultural improve-
ments, had occasion to remove a slightly elevated tumules, situat-
ed on the lands of Ladyland, in the centre of which a swoall um
_ was found containing ashes. The urn, until lately, was to be seen
in the Museum of Glasgow College, to which it was presented by
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- Mr Cochran, but it appears now to be either lost or withdrasn
from that collection. In 1836, a stone coffin, containing remains
of human bones, was discovered on the farm of Langlands, about
three-quarters of a mile north of Kilbirnie. The tumulus over
it was by muoch the most remarkable ohject of the kind in this
quarter. It stood on the level part of a field, skirted by the
Garnock on the west, from which it was fifty yards distant. It
was of a circular form, 100 feet in diameter, and six feet in height.
Originally, it had been much higher, but, about the beginning of
the century, a great quantity of stones were taken from its summit
to form a road in the peighbourhood, What remained of itin
1830, was composed of stones of various dimensions intermixed
with earth. Few of these were heavier than a man could carry,
excepting a row placed seven feet within the line of the base, and
some three or four feet apart, each of which might weigh halfa ton.
The coffin or chest, which was formed of six flat stones neatly
fitted together, measured 2 feet 7 inches in length; 1 foot 9
inches in breadth ; and 1 foot 7 inches in depth. It was situated
in the centre of the tumulus, and its longitudinal position was north
and south., It contained nothing but bones very much decayed,
and the greater part of which lay in its south end. Many of these,
on being handled and exposed to the air, crumbledinto dust, but se-
veral of the fragments which have been preserved can be distinct-
ly recognized as belonging to the human species. In the spring
of 1837, every vestige of this primeval monument was removed.

The mound situated at Nether-mill, incidentally mentioned
above, is of an irregular pyramidal form, about 18 yards in length,
9 in breadth, and between 5 and 6 in height. It is, we doubt
not, artificial, and has apparently been formed by excavating the
adjoining bank, which overlooks it. 'This opinion, though not
supported by popular belief or local tradition, is strengthened by the
unstratified appearance of the compaosition of the mound, and by
the circumstance of the stone-coffin already noticed, being disco-
vered in its immediate vicinity., _

Cotn.—In tilling a field last year, near the ruins of Glengar-
nock eastle, there was turned up a silver coin about the size of a
modern shilling. 1t is in excellent preservation, having apparent-
Iy been little-worn, and weighs about one drachm thirty-five grains.
The obverse. bears the Scottish shield and crown, supported by
theletters M. and R. Legend, . Maria . Dei. G. Scotor . Regina.
$6586. . .On the reverse, a large cross, with four less in its quar-
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ters. Legend, In . Virtute. T'ua . Libera . Me. It is of pure sil-
ver, or appears to be so —it feels like malleable iron ; the modern
silver coinage like cast-metal.

Kilbirnie [louse.— The stately ruins of the ancient house or
Place of Kilbirnie, ave situated a mile west of the village, and
overlook a considerable extent of country beyond the valley beau-
ified with Kilbirnie loch, and fertilized by the Garnock. The
surrounding grounds fall gently towards this valley, and are varied
but slightly by a shallow dingle, on the margin of which stands
the ruined mansion.

The building, which has been erected at two widely different
periods, consists of an ancient quadrilateral tower, and a meodern
addition, extending rectangularly from its east side. The tower
is 41 feet in length by 32 feet in width, and its walls are 7 feet
thick. Its height has been divided into four storeys, the lowest
of which is vaulted and without a fire-place. The second con-
sisted of a bhall, 26 feet long, and 18 feet wide, has likewise been
vaulted, and lighted tolerably by a window in its south wall, and
another facing the west, Above the hall have been two tiers of
chambers : but of theirsubdivisions there are notraces left. Access
to the different floors and to the roof, has been gained by a nars
row spiral stair in the north-east angle of the building. A way
fenced with a parapet has gone round the top, all of which has
fallen down, as well as every vestige of the roof, which was proba«
bly of the high triangular form, common to such eastellated man-
sions. It is impossible, from any peculinrities in the masonry of
this feudal tower, to ascertain the period of its construction. The
absence of gun-ports in its walls, a provision of defence with which
every stronghold erected subsequently to the use of fre-arms
was furnished, seems to imply that it was built, at the latest, in
the early part of the fourteenth century, and consequently, in the
days of the Barclays, the most anciently recorded Lords of the ba-
Tony. : ;
The modern part of the edifice was built about 1627, and must
have proved a satisfactory increase of light and airy dccommodation
to that afforded by the sombre tower. It extends 74 feet, is
25 in width, and has been three storeys in height, besides the
attics, the pedimented windows of which have risen above the
lower line of the roof, as have likewise the hanging turreis at the
extremities of the principal fagade.  Much of the exterior walls
of both parts of the building is still entire ; and, as is frequently
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the case in similar ruimous structures, the most ancient part is
the least dilapidated. Most of the interior divisions have, with-
in these few years, fallen down, a few of the vaulted apartments
excepted, and in these the * lazy steer and sheep,” have been
long permitted to find a shelter. The building was entirely de-
stroyed by fire accidentally kindled on the Ist May 1757, and
from which, as it occurred at an early hour of the morning, the
Earl of Crawford with his infant daughter and the domestics,
had little more than time to escape. Eighty years of exposure to
the weather have much lessened, and greatly enfeebled what the
fire had spared ; while, during this long period, all the contiguous
pleasure-grounds have been torn up by the plough, or permitted to
run waste. The noble straight-lined avenue, full twenty yards in
breadth, has returned to a state of nature :—the gardens situated
to the west, instead of flowers and shrubs, are allotted to the rear-
ing of potatoes and turnips; and of the orchard grounds no traces
are now to be found. The high walls with which they were en-
closed are everywhere breaking down, and all the fine old tim-
ber, which had beautified and sheltered * the Place” for ages, and
afterwards added much to the grandeur and interest of its ruins,
has disappeared within the last thirty years.

Glengarnock Castle.—The ruins of Glengarnock Castle stand
on a precipitous ridge or kooll, overhanging the Garnock, about
two miles north of Kilbirnie. This brawling stream skirts two
sides of the knoll, and, as the ravine through which it flows is
fully eighty feet in depth, the position, under the ancient sys-
tem of warfare, must have combined security with the means of
easy defence. The only access to the castle is from the north-
east, in which direction the ridge, upon which it is situated, is con-
nected with the adjeining field. At the distance of thirty yards
from its entrance, a depression in the ground indicates what has
been the course of a dry moat, by which, and a drawbridge, the
approa{:h is said to have been pruteutﬂd. The gruund Ilhm th'ﬂiﬁ
ancient stronghold could, unti} lately, be easily traced, and as a
portion of the exterior walls still maintains nearly the original
height, its appearance when entire, may, with little difficulty, be
yet shadowed out. From notes and measurements taken a few
years ago, it may be described in general terms, as having cumﬂaist-
ed of a quadrilateral tower, with a court of less elevated bumldings
eltendit.ig from its east side. 'The entrance has been from the
eastern extremity of the latter.  Thid fagade is 46 feet long
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and has beem about 24 feet in height. A court or passage, 59
fect in length, lay between the entrance and the tower, on each side
of which has been a range of two-storied apartments. The tower
is 45 feet long, 33 feet wide, and its height has been above 40
feet., Its upper and now ounly accessible storey has consisted of a
hall occupying the whole extent within the walls, and the imbow-
ed ceiling of which has been 20 feet in height. It has been
lighted both from the court and from the exterior walls. One of
the windows overlooks the rugged chasm through which murmurs
ihe Garnock, and from two narrow apertures facing the east, the
eye may yet revel over a beautiful extent of the district bearing
the same name as the old lords of the castle. From the hall, a
narrow circular stair led to the upper part of the building, which
has been surrounded by a parapet wall. The ruins show neither
the arrow-slit nor gun-port of defence so common in similar old
houses. Perhaps the situation was of itself so secure as to render
unnecessary the ordinary means of repelling an attack. The uni-
formity of style in all castellated mansions, erected prior to the dis-
covery of gunpowder, renders it hazardous to be precise regarding
the date of their construction. Few, however, conversant with
such remnants of feudal architecture, would hesitate to assign to the
ruins of this stronghold, an antiquity as remote as that of any re-
mains of masonry in the west of Scotland. It is not, therefore, im-
probable that Glengarnock Castle may have existed in the time
of the De Morvilles, though the conjecture of its having been the
residence of these ancient lords of Cunninghame, appears entitled
to nearly the same consideration as that of its having been the cas-
tle of Hardyknute. '

It may be added, in justification of so minute an account, that
the ruins of this castle will soon cease to be an object of interest
to the loeal auntiquary, or to form a picturesque feature in the
landscape. 'The storms of January 1839 overthrew the north
wall of the tower, containing between 4000 and 5000 solid feet of
masonry ; and unequivocal symptoms portend, that, at no distant
date, the bed of the Garnock will receive the greater part of the
lime-worn remains.

Ladyland House.—The old house of Ladyland, briefly charac-
terized by Pont, cirea 1609, as a *° strong tower,” was demolished
in 1815, with the exception of about 20 feet in length and 25 feet
in height of its north elevation. This fragment is six feet in thick-
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ness, and as compact as the solid rock. A pedimented stone,
which belonged to a door or window of the building, but which is
now placed over an entrance to the adjcining garden, bears the
mitials W, H. 1. B. and the date, Anno 1669, The. date re-
cords, doubtless, the period of some repairs, or perhaps the vear
the estate was acquired by Hamilton of Ardoch, as there cannot
be a question of the existing fragment of masonry having formed
part of the * strong tower” noticed by Pont, and in which, a few
years previously to his visiting the district, had resided Barclay,
the unfortunate friend of Montgomery the poet, as had likewise,
probably, all his ancestral possessors of the barony of Ladyland.
In taking down this ancient strong house, there were found, in a ca-
vity m one of the walls, a little above the fouundation, four small
urns, a painted drinking glass, and a large jaw bone, supposed to
have been that of an ox. The urns were neatly formed of com-
mon clay, three of which were filled with an unctuous kind of earth,
and one of them, besides the earth, contained the breast and side
bones of a chicken. Two of the urns had handles, and all of them
were tightly closed with shreds of trimming or woven cloth, the
most of which, on being taken out, crumbled into powder.  Part
of these relics are preserved by Mrs Cochran of Ladyland, as isa
small coin found in the grounds adjeining the tower., 'T'he coinis
of some compound metal, and bears the legend FESTINA LENTE;
but the date and the impress on both sides appear to have been
effaced by long circulation,

Modern Buildings.—In 1816, the late Mr Cochran built an
elegant and commodious house on his estate of Ladyland, It is
pleasantly situated on a gently elevated terrace or emiuence, ly-
ing along the base of the high grounds in the north-east extremi-
ty of the parish, and commands an interesting prospect to the
south.  The adjacent heights protect it from the north and east
winds, and some fine old ashes, elms, and planes, and thriving mo-
dern plantations, contribute much to shelter and beautify its en-
virons. The grounds and approaches have been designed with
much taste, and are kept in excellent order. Taken altogetber,
this is among the most Eltg]b]{& residences of its class, in this sec-
tien of the county.

There is no other modern building in the parish meriting, by
its architecture, especial notice. It may, however, be stated, that
in 1824 a commodious chapel was huiltf_!;}' the congregatjon of the

i
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Reformed Presbytery; and that; besides a spinning power-loom
manufactory, five stories in height, and a large wmill for spinning
flax,there have been twenty-one two storeyed dwelling-houses erect-
ed in the village, during the last eight or nine years. Several of
the fronts of these buildings are of hewn and polished ashlar, and
adorned with mouldings and carved decorations, creditable to the
tasto and inventive capacity of their untutored architects.

I11L-—PoPULATION.
The population of this parish has long been steadily on the in-

CIreasc.
In 1755, when the first census was taken, 654
1792, . " 70
1801, . . 959
1811, . . 1085
is2l, . . . 1333
1831, . . 1541
1841, - . . 2631

The yearly average of births for the last seven years is 49 of

marriages for the same period, 163 and of deaths, 37.
Families in 1831, - ' 315

employed in agriculture, . . G0
trade and handicraft, 207
Occupiers of land employing labourers, 35
not empleying lahourers, . 25

ﬂ.gria:u'lturﬂ lahourers, . . . . 84
Males employed in manufactures, &a. . . 194
Capitalists, prnf’c.-:slnnal, and other educated men, i2
Number of males, 20 years old, . 378
Female household servants, ' . . . B3
207

. Inhabited houees, . . . +
There are, at present, thirteen proprietors of land of above

L. 50 of yearly value: 30 bachelors and widowers above D0 years
of age; 40 spinsters and widows above 45; 2 fatuous persous ;
and during the last three years, there have been 10 illegitimate
births in the parish.

No nobility reside here, nor have any such resided,since the year
1759 ; and there is only one genteel family of independent for-
tnne nccasionally resident. ~

The increase of the population since 1831 has arisen from the
establishment of a spinning power-loom manufactory, and a mill
for spinning fax, which employ between them about 500 hands.

Atthis date, ( February 1 840) the following crafts and callings form
the active or productive portion of this industrious little community :
—3 agents for manufactures ; 3 bakers ; 6 blacksmiths ;- 100 bleach-
0 colliers: 1 cooper; 17 day-labourers; 150 flax-

ers; 142 carters
13 grocers; 150 hand-sewers; 160 hand-

spinners; 3 fleshers;
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loom weavers; 15 licensed publicans, all of whom do a great deal
too much business ; 12 masons; 3 nailers; 3850 power-loom
weavers ; 10 quarriers; 20 rope-spinners; 4 schoolmasters: 20
shoemakers; 1 surgeon ; I2 tailors; 2 tinsmiths; 138 wrights,
Character, Habits, &c.—In the formter Statistical Account, the
inhabitants were characterized as being * sober, quiet, active and
industricus,” and we doubt not that to this character they still have
generally a good claim. Since the period referred to, there has
been a marked improvement in their mode of living—in their ha-
bits of domestic and personal cleanliness—in their style of dress
—and above all, perhaps, in their taste and intelligence. In all
. of these respects, they have kept pace with the general advance-
ment of the country, without lesing, we believe, any of the
moral and kindly feelings for which they were formerly distin-
guished. Instead of the noisy, and not unfrequently demoralizing
gymnastic exercises in which they used to excel, music has of
late years been successfully cultivated by the operatives, as their
instrumental band sufficiently testifies, and a judiciously se-
lected subscription library might be adduced as another proof
of the intellectual character of the present generation. It cannot
be doubted that, upon the whole, the people of this parish enjoy as
many of the comforts and advantages of society as any similarly
constituted community in the kingdom. Many of them are not
wholly dependent on their employments ; while the resources of the
poor but industrious artisan are not so soon exhausted in small
as in large manufacturing towns. The inhabitants, too, seem ge-
nerally speaking, contented enough with their circumstances,
though a few of them have of late, in becoming politicians, become
dissatisfied not only with their own social position, but, strange to
say, with nearly all the institutions of their country. ‘These con-
stitute, however, but an msignificant fraction of the population, the
great body of which is warmly attached to the existing order in
“chureh and state. To these general observations, we have only
to add, that not a few individuals are to be met with here, alike
distinguished for sound religious principle and good moral practice.
The illegal destruction of game and fishings has, of Jate years,
much decreased in this parish, though there is still, it is said, a
good deal of the former destroyed by persons maintaining a much
more respectable status in society, than that held by the daring

poacher of other years, A~
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IV.——InpusThRY.

Agriculture.— The stalements under this head are given with
confidence, on the authority of Robert Logan, Esq. of Baillieston,
one of the most spirited and enterprising agriculturists in the dis-
trict. :

The parish contains in all 8576 Scotch acres, of which there
were in 1839,

IInder crop, . . . 1280 acres.
In cultivated grass lands and meadows, 2209
Green-hill pasture, . . 1009
Haeath, moss land, water, &c. . 4000
Under wood, all planted, . . B

About 700 acres might be added to the cultivated land, and af-
terwards kept in a state of permanent pasture ; but this would have
to be accomplished by the proprietor, as none of the waste lands
would yield to the farmer a fair remuneration for their improve-
ment, during the curreney of an ordinary lease. 'There are, in the
higher grounds, two undivided commons, one of which consists of
1000, and the other of 500 acres. The right to the pasturage of
the former belongs to different fevars, holding various portions of
the barony of Ladyland, and the latter, by a similar right, is pas-
tured by the flocks of feuars of the estate of Kilbirnie. They are -
of no great value, the land being very poor, and situated fur be-
yond the limits of profitable eultivation. T here is no natural woud
worth mentioning, and to the few detached acres of plantations
there seems to be little attention given—those on the estate of
Ladyland excepted, which appear to be regularly) pruned and
thinned, and their enclosures kept entire. ~We learn, however,
that several acres have been recently planted on the estate of Kil-
birnie, and that it is the intention of the noble proprietor, gradu-
ally to extend this highly ornamental and most beneficial accom-
paniment, especially over lands fit for nothing else.

Rental—The valued rent of the parish in Scotch money is
L.2905, t4s. 1d. The real rent, as recently made out to fix an
assessment, i1s L. 6001, 10s. Sterling ; and of houses and gare
dens in the village L. 1200, 10s. _

Rent of Land.—The average rent of arable land is L. 1, 10s.
per acre, but in the neighbourhood of the village, where the soil
is very fertile, some fields rent as high as from 1.3 to L. 4 an
acrte. The general allowance for grazing a cow is L. 3, 103, ; for
a stirk, L. 1, 5; for a ewe or full-grown white-faced sheep, 16s. ;
and for a black-faced one, 7s.
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Rate of Wages.— An unmarried male-servant within the house
recetves from L. 8 to L. 10, and female servants, from L. 3, 10s.
to L. 4, 10s. per half year. The current wages of women labour-
ing in the field are 1s. per day in summer, and 10d. in winter ;
and 2s. in summer, and ls. 6d. in winter, are the ordinary allowan-
ces for men. During harvest, female reapers’ wages are 10s. a
week with victuals, and men’s, 12s. Masons, last year, when em-
ployed by the day, received from 3s, 6d. to 4s., or for common build-
ing, as high, in some instances, as L. 2, 5s. per rood, nnd 43d. for
the foot of hewing. The ordinary wages of wrights are from s,
6d. to 3s. a day; but they have stated prices for the various im.
plements of husbandry, as well as for every piece of work of which
it is possible to estimate the value,

Live-Stock.~~The dairy cows in the parish are mostly of the
Cunninghame breed, to the selection and rearing of which, as well
as to the general management of the dairy, considerable attention
is paid. The greater part of the cattle fattened for the butcher
are likewise varieties of the Ayrshire species. The sheep pastured
on the muirlands are the common black-faced kind of the country,
and those kept on the arable farms are crosses of various English
breeds. The farm-horses are chiefly of the Clydesdale breed,—
a race distinguished for strong powers, and of an activity adequate
to every purpose of husbandry.
~ The different species of live-stock are at present as follows
horses of all descriptions, 140 ; milk cows, 536 ; rearing and other
varieties of cattle, 679 ; black-faced sheep, 1903 ; sheep of the
English breed, 194 ; swine, 134.

Husbundry.— Agriculture has, for many years, been as well un-
derstood and as successfully practised here, as in any part of the
country. In the lower and more fertile section of the parish, the
usual rotation of eropping adopted is, 1st, oats; 24, green crop ;
8d, wheat, barley, or cats ; 4¢A, clover and ryegrass; Beh, pasture
during three years. On the more upland farms, the rotation still
followed is two white crops, one ef hay and four or five years pas-
ture. This system, though not approved of by modern agricultu-
rists, does not want its supporters, where the dairy is a primary ob-
ject of consideration. _

The following is a tabular view of the extent of crop sown in
1839, and of the annual average produce per acre, in Winchester

bolls ¢ -

-!-_.
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Acres. Average bolls per scre. Amount.

Wheat, . 40 G 240
Barley, . 29 . 5 . 145
Oats, . 677 G . 4062
Beans, . 71 . a8 . 572

Bl74 acres. 5019 bolls.

Acres under turnips, 313 ; under potatoes, 148 ; under sown grass,
978 ; under meadow hay, 135; under flax, 4§.

Wheat was, for several years, much more extensively cultivated
than at present; buf, in consequence of repeated partial failures,
it has been deemed expedient, of late, to restriet its cultivation.
In 1836, there were from 120 to 160 acres under this erop, and
the returns averaged 9 bolls per acre. Since that period, the
average produce per acre has not exceeded 6 bolls. The soil ap-
pears to be too retentive of moisture, and the climate too humid
and cold to admit of this fine grain ever being successfully culti-
vated to any extent, in this quarter. Oats, on the contrary, thrive
remarkably well, and petatoes, with the exception of three or four
years' failure, as well as turnips and beans, yield abundant returns,

The parish is divided into 643 enclosures, and the farms 62
in all, are of various sizes, the arable ones ranging from 50 to 180
acres. ‘The lower grounds are mostly enclosed by ditch and thorn
hedges, and the upper and pastoral lands by high stone walls.
Iifteen of the principal farms have thrashing-mills, and there is
ope corn-mill in the parish. All the Jands are thirled to this mall.
The multare esacted for grinding oats raised on the Kilbirnie es-
tate, is the forty-first peck ; if raised on other lands, it is from the
fifteenth to the twentieth peck.

'The duration of leases is generally nineteen years,—a term con-
sidered sufficiently long to permit the tenant to reap the benefit
of ordinary outlays; but when improvements are lo be made on
an extensive scale, and much hazardous expenditure is consequent-
ly incurred, it might be expedient that this period should be ex-
tended to twenty-five years.

There are still extant a number of the old, mean, and incom-
modious thatch-roofed farm-houses, in the construction of which,
the comfort of the cattle seems to have been as much studied as
that of their owners. These, however, are gradually being dis-
placed by larger and more commodious houses, built after regu-
lar and well-arranged plans. All of those erected on the Kilbir-
nie estate within the last forty years, along with their attached of-
fices, possess every convenience their ocecupants could possibly de~
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sire, while others, built on the smaller properties, present, in every
respect, an equally strong contrast to the dingy hovels they have
supplanted.

Great and striking lmprwementa, by draining, liming, and en-
closing, have been effected in this parish, within the prescnt centu-
ry, by various individuals, and in particular, by the late William
Cochran, Esq. of Ladyland. This gentleman, besides adding
considerably to the extent of his arable grounds, by an extensive
and skilful style of draining, beautified much his estate by clumps
and belts of plantations, and was, by the consequent increased pro-
ductiveness of the soil,in the course of a few seasons, amply indem-
nified for all his outlays. He was, moreover, the first agricultu-
rist in this quarter who introduced the enclosing and irrigation of
waste lands, by which, according to Aiton, in his ﬂgriuu]tufal View
of the county of Ayr, *“ land not worth more than 8s. or 4s. an
acre, produced to Mr Cochran upon 11 acres, 8000 stones, coun-
ty weight, or 4500 stones English, of good hay.” Another por-
tion of his estate, consisting of I29 acres, he raised, by his wode
of improving it, from 1Is. 6d. per acre, to about L. 1 of yearly value.
In all his undertakings he was eminently successful, and most
strikingly illustrated how much might be accomplished within te
compass of half an ordinary life, by art and industry,

# When science plans the progress of their toil.”

Since their introduction by Mr Cochran, agricultural improve-
ments have been widely extended here, all of which received a
fresh impulse, a few years ago, by the succession of the Earl of
Glasgow to the estate of Kilbirnie, comprising three-fourths of
the parish. Several of the largest arable farms on that exten-
sive property, are in every species' of improvement rapidly ad-
vancing to the limits of perfection; while the hope may apparent-
1y be safely indulged, that the period is not distant, when all the
land in the parish, susceptible of profitable cultivation, mi’i be in
an equally improved condition.

Mines and Quarries,—Coal hasbeen wrought here upwards of
a century. ‘The first pit was on the west bank of Kilbirnie loch,
but in 1808, the water breaking in, the workings in this quarter
hiave ever since been abandoned. Shortly afterwards, a pit was
opened in the southern extremity of the parish, which continues to
furnish two-kinds of coal, both of a good quality,. The upper
seam, -which ig of the description-ealled splint coal, is three feet in
thickness, and of an average dapth of filteen fathoms from the
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wurface. Under this seam, at a depth of six fathoms, a very good
slaty coal of about the same thickness as the upper seam, is like=-
wise wrought. Both coals are overlain by limestone, and the re-
gularity of the beds is frequently intersected and disiocated by
dikes and other disturbing causes, denoininated tronbles.” A
sandstone quarry in the neighbourhood of the village has been less
or more wrought, during the last forty years. The stone is of
fine creain colour, and, though a little coarse in the grain, it is very
durable, and well adapted for every purpose of country masonry.
Though this stone is to be had in large masses at the quarry, or
in plates of large dimensions, it not unfrequently occurs in a shat-
tered form, and in that case is almost useless for building. There
are likewise two flagstone quarries open at present, for the produce
of which there is a considerable demand; and limestone, held in
much repute, abounds in the west part of the parish. It is fur-
nished at the kiln at the rate of 10s. 6d, per chalder of 16 bolis,
Produce.—The average gross amount of raw produce yearly

raised in the parish, as nearly as can be ascertained, is as fol-
lows :

Grain of all kinds, . . I.56600 0 O
Potatoes and turnips, . . 8235 0 0O
Cultivated hay, . . . 1251 0 O
Meadow hay, . . - 540 4 0
Flax, ; ' ' . a8 0 0
Pasturage of cattle and sheep, . 3979 0 0O
Mines and guarries aboul, . 255 0 0

L.14,898 0 0

Munufactures.~About thirty-five years ago, a small eotton ma-
nufactory was established here by Mr George Allan. The mill
was burned down in 1881, and rebuilt by him on an enlarged scale;
but in 1834, he sold the building to Mr David Watson, Glasgow,
who has fitted it up as a spinning power-loom manufactory. It is
five stories in height with attics. The spinning-machinery, which
consists of about 4000 self-acting mule-spindles, was fitted up by
Mr Smith of Deanston, on Smith and Orr’s patent principle, and
is allowed by judges to be equal, if not superior, to any in the
kingdom, . It is driven by two engines, one of 32, and the other
of 12 horse power. The work employs in all 350 hands, who-are
paid about L.250 per fortnight of wages, ‘Che men earn from
10s. to L.1, Bs.; females from Bs. to 9s. ; and boys and girls from
9s, 6d. to &s. weekly. The average working time, according to
the Act of Parliament, is sixty-nine hours weekly, or twelve hours
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per day, for five days of the week, and nine hours for the remain.
ing working day.

In 1884 a mill for the spinning of flax was erected by Massrs
Wilson and Jamiesons, in the same locality as the power-loom
manufactory, which has ever since been in full operation. The
machinery is driven by an engine of 16 horse power, and the work
employs 150 hands, who receive about L. 130 a fortnight in wages,
The men are paid from 12s. to L. 1, 18s.; females about 6s. ; and
boys and girls from 2s, 6d. to 3s. per week. T'he hours of work-
ing at both establishments are the same.

On the opposite bank of the river, and at a short distance west
of the above manufactories, is an extensive bleachfield belonging
to Messrs William and James Knox. They commeneced the bu-
siness, at least on its present enlarged scale, in 1829, which they
have ever since conducted with great skill, spint, and success.
They are chiefly employed by the thread manulacturers of Beith,
and bleach, annually, about 140,000 lbs. of linen thread yarn, be-
sides finishing about 1800 lbs. of coloured threads weekly. The
number of hands in their emnployment has averaged, the last three
years, from 90 to 100, whe receive between L.70 and L.80 per
furtnight in wages, The men are paid at the rate of from 12s. to
L.1; females from 5s. to 7s. 6d.; and a few boys and girls, 4s.
weekly. The hands in this employment work ten hours a-day,
or sixty hours per week, and, when working extra time, are paid
proportionately. In addition to this extensive business, the Messrs
Knox have recently erected in the vicinity of the bleachfield a
mill for spinning flax, which, when in full operation, will employ
between 60 and 70 hands.

A rope-work, commenced a few years ago, deserves lLikewise
to be noticed in this enumeration of the several branches of ma-
nufacture lately introduced here. It employs, on an average, 20
spinners, men and boys, the produce of whose labour, consisting
of band and common twines, finds in part a market on the spot,
but the most of which is sent, we believe, to Paisley for disposal.

All these works, besides affording a very fair remuneration and
support to those engaged in them, have brought a great deal of
money into circulation, increased considerably the valee of pro-
perty, and benefited not a little the farmer by the proximity of a
market for much of bis produce, as well as many of the shopkeepers
and resident handicrafismen. There is, however, one class of

. . . N .
intelligent operatives,—the hdud-loow weavers, of whomn there are
pA .
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160 here, who have been long indifferently paid for their worls
and many of whom are occasionally thrown out of employment al-
together, They are engaged on the usual kinds of work furnished
by the Glasgow and Paisley manufacturers, and may make when
trade is ordinarily brisk, from 11s. to 12s, per week, working at
the rate of twelve hours per day. At present, many of them work
from five in the morning to ten at night, and, with all their exertions,
they will not earn above 1s. 6d. or ls. 8d. a-day. It is bighly cre-
ditable to the spirit and principles of the great body of these me-
chanies, that, amidst all their privations, they maintain a respectable
appearance, and that even when stretching their efforts to the ut-
most, in order to gain a scanty subsistence for their families, they
should rarely, if ever, fail {0 bestow on their children the elements
of an education, equal, at least in essentials, to that generally re-
ceived by the offspring of more affluent parents.

There are likewise about 150 females employed by agents for
(lasgow and Paisley houses, in sprigging or flowering muslin.
This branch of industry is very well paid at present, as, without
any outlay or much broken time, an expert and diligent sewer will
earn from 7s. to 10s, a-week, though probably the average gains,
one with another, thronghout the year, do not exceed ls. per day:
This emplovinent furnishes the means of decent support to many
respectable females, and is decidedly preferred by nearly all the
young women, natives of Kilbirnie, to working in either of the
manufactories.

Agricultural Association.—There is no public or private assos
ciation in this parish for the encouragement or improvement of any
branch of industry ; but a few of the farmers are members of the
Ardrossan Farmer’s Society, and others of the General Ayrshira
Agricultural Association, both of which have excited considerable
interest in the improvement of the breeds of cattle, and of the art
of ploughing.

V.—Parocurar Economy.

Village.— The- only village here is that of Kilbirnie. It is
pleasantly situated. on the banks of the Garnock, and nearly
in the centre of the most populous and feriile part of the pa~
rish. It consists principally of a long street lying south and
north along the right bank of the river, and a shorter one extend-
ing westwards from its upper extremity. Two of the public works
are situated on the left of the Garnock, as are likewise a row or
two of dwelling-houses, the greater part of which are only of a few
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years standing. As many of the houses are of recent eonstruc-
tion, the village bears a cleanly and cheerful aspect, to which the
light tint of the freestone used here in building, contributes mate-
rially. The town is altogether, indeed, of comparatively modern
existence, as it consisted, fifiy years previous to 1792, the date of
the last Statistical Account, of only three houses. At the latter
period, it contained *about 80 families or 300 people.” 1n 1818,
the number of inhabitants is estimated by Robertson in his * To-
pographical Deseription of Cunninghame™ at 700, and in 1831,
they were a little below 1000. As there have been two ex-
tensive manufactories established in the village since that date,
and not fewer than 21 two-storied houses erected, besides others
enlarged and repaired, the population at the present day cannot
be less than 1500 or 1600, having thus more than doubled itself
within the last twenty years.

“The houses are, in general, lighted with gas, Kilbirnie being the
smallest town in the west of Scotland thus accommodated. The
gas is procured at the usual rates, partly from the works at the
power loom manufactory, and is partly furnished by Mr John Al-
lan, a spirited individual, who, at his own expense, has erected a
work capable of supplying one-half of the village with the purest
quality of this brilliant and economical light.

Beith, situated three miles and a-quarter from Kilbirnie, is its
post-town, and as it contains branches of several banks, and is the
seat of a monthly justice of peace court, much of the business of
this parish is transacted there. Its market is, however, merely
pominal, but the disposable produce of this, and the surrounding
parishes, finds a ready and ever-absorbing outlet, in the great trad-
ing communities of Glasgow, Paisley, and Greenock.

Means of Communication.—There is a penny post twice a day
to Beith. 'The person who has the charge of the sub-office in
Kilbirnie undertakes the delivery of all letters in the parish. The
turnpike road from Dalry to Lochwinnoch, intersects the lower
part of the parish, in the direction of north-east ; and another to
Largs crosses its breadth to thé west. There are likewise two
turnpike roads leading edstwards, one of which runs by the north,
and the other by the south end of Kilbirnie loch——though there is
no part of the former, and only about a mile of the latter, within
this parish. These and two good parish roads leading into the
interior, give ready access 40 all the arable land, and leave scarce-
ly any additional ancomniudatiag, in this respect, to be desired.
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There are five and a-half miles of turnpike, and six and a-half miles
of parish roads, all of which are kept in good repair. Two carriers
travel once a-week to Glasgow, and on separate days the same
number maintain the commercial intercourse with Paisley. There
are likewise weekly opportunities of conveying parcels to Green-
ock, though there is no regular carrier on this road,~—and from
Beith to Largs, there pass through Kilbirnie twice a week as
many carriers. No stage-coach runs nearer to this than Beith,
nor is chaise, gig, or car kept for hire in the village.

Bridges.—There are not fewer than twelve bridges in the pa-
rish, two of which are in the village and a third hard by it. Se-
veral of these, however, span even in the worst of weather, insig~
nificant streamlets, and are all, with the exception of that over the
Garnock in Kilbirnie, on a level with the roads they connect, and
of sufficient breadth, The one alluded to, besides being unneces-
sarily steep, is by much toe narrow, there being only ten feet be-
tween the parapets. It stood a long time with the ledges partly
broken down, until on a dark stormy night in the winter of 1811,
a native fell over it, and was carried off by the swollen river and
drowned. On the turnpike south of the loch, though by much
the best and most frequented of the two roads leading eastward,
there is no bridge over the river, which is, in consequence, alto-
gether impassable after heavy rains. Pedestrians can, however,
cross it by meauns of a wooden bridge, though that this may some-
times be attended with danger, was fatally exemplified, four years
ago, in the case of a benighted farmer, who, missing his footing, was -
precipitated into the overwhelming waters and perished. The
want of a bridge over this ford has long been feit,~a desideratum
that will probably now be soon supplied, as the railway passes within
less than half a-mile of it, and it is said to be by this line of
road that the communication between it and Kilbirnie 1s to be es-
tablished. S

Ecclesiastical State. — The church of Kilbirnie belonged an-
cienily to the monastery of Kilwinning.-  The Monks enjoyed
the rectorial tithes and revenues, and a vicarage was established
for serving the cure. In the Books of Adjournal, commencing
in 1507, mention is made of Robert Peblis, in Brockly, being con-
victed of a felony done in the house of John Skeoch, capelano in
“Kilbirny. This is the first notice we have met with of a resident
chaplain. In 1548, James Scott was vicar of Kilbirnie, FPrior lo
that year, the Abbot of Kilwinning had granted to the College of
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Justice a yearly pension of L. 28 Scots, from the vicarage of Kil-
birnie, but on the 15th of December, a mandate by the Abbat,
ordering said sum to be taken from the vicarage of Dunlop, 1s ra-
tified by Parliament. At the Reformation, the parsonage tithes
of Kilbirnie were held on a lease from the Abbot and Monks of
Kilwinning for the small sum of L. 8 Scots yearly. In 1567, Mr
Archibald Hawmilton was vicar and exhorter, with the thryd of the
vicarage, amounting to L. 81, ¥s. 2d. He was forfeited in 1571,
for joining with his clansmen, the Hamiltons, in defence of Queen
Mary, and was succeeded by Robert Crawfurd,vicar and reader,
who bad the Aaill vicarage. His successor was Mr John Harriot,
who died prior to 1619, as in that year, Mr William Russell, mi-
nister of Kilbirnie, appears as a debtor in the testament of Alex-
‘ander Boyd, one of the regents of Glasgow College.* In 1670,
Mr William Tullidaff was admitted under the first Indulgence, and
in 1672, Mr Patrick Anderson was eonjoined with him. Mr Tul-
lidaff did not conform to the wishes of the Court, and was in con-
sequence subjected to many hardships. On 8th July 1673, he
was fined in the half of his stipend for not observing the 29th of
May, the anniversary of Charles’s restoration, and in 1684, he and
others of t e indulged ministers were imprisoned. At the Hevo-
lu.on in 1688, Mr John Glasgow was admitted and remained in
the charge until his death in 1721, when he was succeeded by Mr
James Smith, who died 11th February 1733.+ To Mr Smith

* On the 15th Junc 1647, Mr Russell complained to the Preshytery, that Joho
Braidine, one of his parishioners, had called his doctrine ** dust and grey mesl." The
said John Braidine being summoned before the Presbytery for the offence, ** com-
peared 29th June, and ingenuously confessed his fault. ThePreshytery, consideting
how prejudicial such speeches were to the whole ministrie, after mature deliberation,
does ordain, that first upon his knees he make ane confession of his fault hefore the
Presbytrie, and yrafter to goe to his owne congregation, and there in the publie place
of repentance make ane sckoowledgement of his fault likewise ; and Mr Hugh
M*Kaile to goe to Kilbirnie to receive him.”—He submitted, and was absolved.

4 On his tombstone in Kilbirnie churchyard, is the following epitaph, said to have
been composed by Patrick, second Viscount Garnock, and which, as it will soon be
illegible, is considered worthy of being preserved here.

s Bethia Barclay erected this monument in memory of her dear husband, Mr
James Smith, minister of the Gospel in Kilbirny, who died 111tk of February 173

**ﬂdﬁnd though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 1 soe
G ll‘l

Buried here lys a worthy man,
‘Whose life, alas, was but a span ;
He pleasure took by God's command,
To lead us to Emanuel's land.
He was a blessing to our place,
. Where he did preach by power of Grace,
Bidding us Jesus® footsteps irace,
And ffom all sinning strive to cease.

% The Liniversity of Edinburgh
i The University ol Glasgow



KILBIRNIE. -2l

succeeded Mr Malcolm Brown, who was admitted, 30th January
1784, and was in office until his death in 1794, He lived to the
age of 100 years, and was, as 15 stated on his monument, * a man
highly respected, esteemed and regretted.” On the 6th of Auvgust
1795, the present incumbent was admitted.

The parish church is situated about half a mile south of the vil-
lage, and may be considered as thus far removed now from the
central point of the population. Its position 18 not, however,
the subject of any.complaint, as there is only one farm-house
so far distant as three miles from it. It is the most ancient,
and, in some respects, the most inferesting ecclesiastical fabric ex-
1ant in the west of Scotland. The body of the edifice, a simple
oblong, 65 feet in length and 29 feet and a-half in breadth, must
have been built considerably prior to the Reformation, for the
Glengarnock aisle attached to its south-east extremity, is evi-
dently a modern addition, though bearing the date 1697, The
Craufurd gallery, extending in a direction opposite to this aisle, is
the most recently constructed part of the edifice, having been built
in 1654, by Sir John Craufurd, as is recorded in relieved characters
over one of its windows. The church is, however, chiefly remarkable
on account of the carvings in oak with which this gallery and the
pulpit are profusely decorated, and for the numerous emblazoned
proofs on the former, of the ancastral gentility of John, first Vis-
count Garnock, by whose commands all these adornments were
executed in the early part of the last century. Along the front of
this stately family-seat, there are no fewer than sixteen armorial
escutcheons genealogically arranged, besides two elaborate repre-
sentations of the Viscount’s honours. This heraldic display, with
the carved decorations and some ancient monumental remains,
both within and without the church, render it an object unique in
its kind, and one of no common interest to the curious in matters
of heraldry and antiquity. As this venerable fabric will, in a short
time, be inadequate to accommodate the rapidly increasing popu-

To us, alas, he is no more,
His soul triumpbs in endless gloir ;
Why should we then his death deplore,
Who joined has the Heavenl chuoir ?
To make bis charaster compleat,
Nature blest him with temper sweet,
¥ind to his own, to 21l disoreet.
All who do love his memory,
Must Hke him live, and like bim dy,
Then ye'l enjoy eternity, -
In ever praising tha Most High.

AYR. b 4
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lation, it is to be hoped that, instead of being supplanted, it will
be found capeble, when required, of receiving a satisfactory en-
largement. Altogether, it is at present capable of easily accom-
modating 500 sitters. The whole of the seats, with the exception
of five table ones and thirty-two free sittings, belong to the heri-
tors. The table seats, which accommodate 55 sitters, having been
evected or repaired by money borrowed from the poor’s fund, are
annually let for their benefit. .

The following are the only benefactions ever made to the poor
" of this parish. Though neither of great amount nor very interest-
ing, they certainly merit being recorded-—a justice which has not
yet been awarded them, at- least in the usual manner that similar
bequests are elsewhere acknowledged. In 1794, the Rev. Malcolm
Brown bequeathed L.10; in 1813, James Orr, farmer in Cock-
ston, L. 20, the interest annually to be given to the poor; in 1823,
William Kirkwood, a native of this parish, and late farmer in
Knockside of Largs, L.20; in 1829, the late James Gavin, re-
siding in Glasgow, L.50;%in 1831, John Kirkwood, a native of
this parish, and late farmer in Baidland-hill of Dalry, 1.5; in
1834, Andrew Wilson, a native of this parish, and late merchant
in Paisley, L. 5.

The manse is pleasantly situated about a quarter of a mile south-
enst of the church, and within a few yards of the water of Gar-
dock. It is sufficiently commodious and substantial, having, along
with the offices, been built in 1796. The glebe, consisting of
eight acres and three roods of excellent land, lies conveniently
around it, the yearly value of which is about L. 24. The stipend
is eighty-four bolls, one firlot of oatmeal, and L. 127, 4s. 8d.;
communion elements included. The Earl of Eglinton is patron.

There is a neat and commodious chapel in the village belonging
to the Reformed Presbytery, of which the Rev. James Ferguson
iz miniater. It was built in 1824, and has accommodation for 480
sitters, but, as many of the members of this congregation belong
to the adjoining parishes, the usual attendance does not probably

* The words of Mr (avin's deed of scttlement relative to this bequest aread
follows :—* To the parish of Kilbirnie, Ayrshire, fifty pounds after the heritable
property is disposed of, the interest of which to be paid for the education of honest
poor people’s children, each child to be allowed twe years’ education, and the ma-
nagement to be always under the direction of the kirk-session; and which session is
to dispose of the original sum here bequeatbed, in such a way that it may yield the
higheat interest, always secure that it may not be Jost, and at the same time may
never be alienated from the object already specified, namely, the education of as many
honest poor people’s children a3 can be accomplished by the yearly interest of tbe
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oxceed 240. The minister is paid from the seat-rents and from
collections—the amount of the stipend being L. 80 ; besides which,
he has a comfortable dwelling-house and a good garden.

The number of families belonging to the Establishment may be
stated at 231 ; communicants, 3007 families belonging to the He-
formed Presbytery, 60; communicants, 130. The church and
chapel are in general well attended. Of the floating population or
incomers connected with the factories, there are a few families of
Roman Catholics, and several others of no visible religious profes-

sion whatsoever.

Education.—The parish school, at which there is an average
attendance of 60 pupils, is situated in the village. Here are
taught, besides the ordinary branches of education, practical ma-
thematics, book-keeping, Latin, and Greek. . The fees are per
annum—English, 10s.; English, with writing, 12s.; these with
arithmetic, I4s. ; and for Latin and Greek, 20s. Besides his fees,
which may average L.80, the teacher has more than the legnl ac-
commodation, but the salary is the minimum, being L. 25, 15s. 4d.
There are in the village likewise, three private or unendowed
schools, at which the total average number of scholars is about 703
but at all of which, the branches of learning taught are confined to
English, writing, and arithmetic. Nor in this enumeration of the
sources of instruction, should a Sunddy-school, under the super-
intendence of the Rev. James Ferguson, be unmentioned. It ig
well attended, and has been the means of disseminating much re~
ligious knowledge among the youth of both sexes.

None of the young between six and fifteen years of age, who
have been brought up in this parish, are unable to read, and it ie
believed that, with the exzception of a few females, there is not a
native above the age of fifteen, who canpot write, or who isignorant
of the first rules of arithmetic. These facts require no com-
ment; at least, they illustrate satisfactorily, that the people here
are fully alive to the benefits of education, and that the present
race of parents have little to reproach themselves with, in this re--
spect, in not fulfilling their duties. :

Libraries.—A subscription library, establiched here in 1820,
consists now of upwards of 500 volumes. - The books bave been
judiciously chosen, and are ‘chiefly historical works, voyages and
travels. The entry and annual subscription mouney ave each 2a, 6d.-
There is likewise a small select congregational library connected
with the Reformed Presbytery, composed of ‘moral and religious:
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works. It is supported by the heads of families, and the books
are lent gratis to the young people-attending the Sunday-school.

Priendly Societies—A society termed * The Kilbirnie Gar-
dener’s Society,” having for its object reciprocal support during
sickness, was instituted three years ago. It consists at present of
100 members, and the stock amounts to upwards of L. 100. The
entry payment is 3s. 6d., and the annial assessment 1s 6s., paid
by regular quarterly instalments. A member must have joined
the Society five years, before being antitled to any benefit from the
funds ; but after this period, he receives Gs. per week, if bedrid;
4s., if unable to work, but not confined; and in the event of
death, L. 1 is allowed in defrayment of funeral charges. As this
Society is based on principles of acknowledged stubility, it is to be
hoped it may soon be generally supported.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—The average number of regular
paupers on the poor’s fund, for the last five years, has been 13.
During that time, 36 individuals have aooually received oc-
casional assistance. The regular poor receive from 5s. to 12s. per
month. The average allowance to each person annually, is L. 2,
12s. The sum expended yearly in oceasional assistance, is L.33,
6s. 35d ; regular poor, L. 84, 10s, 6d, The sources of supply are,
the funds derived from collections at the church door, averaging
L. 22 ; interest of money, 16s.; rents of church seats, L. 3, 3s.;
proclamation of banns and morteloth dues, L. 5. The deficiency
has hitherto been made up by a voluntary assessment of the heri~
tors on the valued rent, but henceforth the real rent i1s to be as-
sessed for this purpose. In the former Statistical Account, it is
said, *¢ there are few poor, and none that go a-begging ; the poor's
funds are good, and more than sufficient for the parish poor ;"—a
statement totally inapplicable, with the exception of public beg-
ging, to the condition of the poor at the present day. The paro-
chial funds, which, at that period, had accumulated to upwards of
L. 800, have been long since exhausted, while the contributions
of the charitgble and voluntary assessments have, of late years,
proved barely sufficient to meet the wants of the regular poor, and
the still’ more numerous claiymants for occasional assistance.
FPauperism has not, however, kept more than a corresponding pace
with the population since 1792, or if it has, it would not be diffi-
cult to assign its increase to other causes than to any decay of the
virtwous feelings of decént pride among those liable by many ca-
sualties, exclusive of sickness and ald age, to impoverishment.
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While compulsory assessments are deprecated as fraught with ma-
nifold and permanent injuries to the poor and the parishes at large
on which they are imposed, it is strange that, notwithstanding this
belief, voluntary charity will not exert itself to avert the dreaded
evil-—thereby showing, that to ¢ feed the hungry, and to clothe
the naked,” is, we are afraid, regarded by many, even in this phi-
lanthropic age, more in the light of a hateful imposition, than in
that of a sacred duty. But after all that has been said against
this mode of provision, since there must be a tax for such a pur~
pose, * I know of none,” says an eminent authority, ¢ less subver-
sive of industry and morals, than that established in Scotland,
obliging the landholders,” and we would add the house proprie=
tors, * in every parish, to meet at stated times, in order Lo pro-
vide a fund for the poor; but leaving the objects of their charity,
and the measure, to their own humanity and discretion.”*

Fairs.—The principal fair in this place is held on the third
Wednesday of May, old style, and is attended by a great concourse
of people, being the largest horse-market in the west of Scotland.
It is vulgarly called Brinnao's day, which is evidently a corruption
of Brandane’s day. The number of horses exhibited for sale at
this fair, has averaged annually, these nine or ten years past, above
700, the aggregate value of which may be estimated between
L.8000 and L.9000. DBrinnan’s day bas likewise been long
celebrated for the sale-of cooper-work and culinary utensils, such
as platters, basins, ladles, &c. and spinning-wheels and reels. 4
considerable deal of these grticles are still sold, though the de-
mand for turned work for domestic uses is much lessened from what
it was half a century ago, and the wheel and the reel have been
all but superseded. Much general business is transacted among
the country people at this fair :—rents paid, tradesmen’s accounts
settled, new articles bespoken ; and until lately, that shops have
everywhere been established, many household wants were in a great
measure supplied for the year.

There used to be other two fairs held in Kilbirnie, the trades-
race, on the first Tuesday of July, and Crawfurd’s day, on the last
Tuesday of October, both old styles. The former has gone down,
in despite of the efforts of a few interested publicans to uphold
it ; and the other, which was a cow-fair, instituted, it is said, by the
Crawfurds of Kilbirnie, has long since ceased to be a cattle-market,
or even to be observed as a holiday. ' v

* Kames's Sketches of Civil Society—3Sk. x.
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JInns.—There are four inns, where travellers may be comforta.
bly enough accommodated, and eleven ale or whisky-houses, in
the village, and another at a toll-bar, within a quarter of a mile
of it. The latter class of houses might assuredly, for any benefi-
cial purposes they serve to promote, be dispensed with altogether,
They are in a great measure supported by the hard-working arti-
gan and labourer, all of whose expenditure in such haunts of
thoughtlessness and dissipation, cannot otherwise be regarded than
as so much deducted from individual or family comforts, In jus-
tice, however, to the character of at least the native population,
it may be stated that neither hard-drinking nor sottish tippling,

revails to so great a proportionate extent in Kilbirnie, as in many
of the neighbouring towns.

Fuel.—There is, as has been already stated, a cpal-pit in the
southern extremity of the parish, about a mile and a quarter from
the village. Besides the common kind of coal, it furnishes an-
other called splint, much in demaod for the making of gas, and
when the two are used together, they make a quick and cheerful
fire. The former costs at the pit 7d., and the other 1s. per load;
seven and a half of which make an ordinary cart, and ten loads a
ton. A considerable guantity of the coals used here are, however,
brought from the parishes of Beith and Dalry, and cost respectively
on being laid down in the village, 7s. 4d. and 7s. 10d. per ton.
Peats are procured from the high grounds, but are only used in
kindling fires, and cost, including driving, 3s. a cart.

' MisceLLaNEoUS OBSERVATIONS,

The principal agricultural improvements introduced into the
parish within the last forty years may be thus enumerated :—bet-
ter parish and turnpike roads,~—superior accommodation in farm-
buildings,—an intproved system of husbandry, based on an extens
sive and skilful style of draining,—and, as a consequence of this,
a greater breadth of land under tillage, and much heavier crops
raised. To these it may be added, that waste lands bave, to some
extent, been enclosed and irrigated, and others planted ; that
greater facilities are now afforded for the thrashing and disposing
of graio and of the produce of the dairy; and that the breeds of
Jive-stock have been all of late years much improved. These con-
stitute the most striking variations betwixt the present state of the
parish, and that which existed at the time of the last Statistical
Account. ' _ :

The great increase of the village since 1792, as well as the
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causes of its prosperity, has been already adverted to. 'The nu-~
merous advantages of the locality will, probably, from time to time,
induce the establishment of other manufactories ; and it is not by
any means unlikely, that the progress of Kilbirnie in weaith, popu~
lation, and extent, in the lapse of twenty years, may exceed con
siderably all the late advances, striking as these have been. In
addition to what may be accomplished an the banks of the Gar-
nock, should the projected iron works in the south-east quarter of
the parish succeed, another source of prosperity will be opened,
which no one, a few years ago, could have possibly anticipated,—
while the railway from Glasgow to Ayr will confer many commer-
cial advantages on this, and on all the districts it traverses.

Drawn up February 1840 ; Revised December 1841.
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PARISH OF STEWARTON.*

PRESBYTERY OF IRVINE, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND A¥YR.

THE REV. CHARLES BANNATYNE STEVEN, MINISTEILR.

L-—ToroGgrapHY AND NATURAL HIsTORY,
Name and Boundaries—THE name is evidently formed from

the surname Stewart, first used as a family distinction by Walter
iL in 1204. The district of Cuninghame, with others in the
county, being the property of the Crown, was from time to time
vested in the hands of somne powerful family, and Stewarton, among
others, being created into a separate lordship, became the inheri-
tance of James, High Steward, in 1283. In the account of the
charters granted by Robert L, I1., and I1L, there is one by Ro-
bert IIL to John Stewart Earl of Buchan, the Regent's som, and
Elizabeth de Douglas, his spouse, daughter to Archibald Earl of
Douglas, of the lands of Stewarton, and Armsheugh, and Duniop,
in Cuninghame, on the resignation of the Harl of Douglas,

This parish is situated in the district of Cuninghame, and is
bounded by the parishes of Neilston and Mearns in Henfrew-,
shire on the north-east; Fenwick, on the east and - south-east ;.

* Drawn up by Mr Dunean Macfarlane, Schoolmasier.
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