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spirituous liquors in the village, and eight in the country part of the

parish,
The great number of public-houses, and the low price of whis-

kv, are prejudicial alike to the temporal comfort and moral condi-

tion of the population.
Fuel.—The only fuel used is coal. The Weston or Crawford-

ston colliery is three and a-half miles from Torbolton. The coal,
which is of excellent quality, costs at the pit 6s. per ton of 20 cwt.

At Adamhill, two miles from the village, light or cannel coal
can be obtained at 6s. 8d. per ton of 20 cwt.

January 1842,

PARISH OF CRAIGIE.*

PRESBYTERY OF AYR, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. JOHN STIRLING, D.D. MINISTER.

————m

I.—TouroeraPuy AND Naturar History.
Boundaries, &ec.— This parish { is bounded onthe north by Ric-

earton and Galston ; on the east, by Mauchline ; on the south, by
Tarbolton, &ec.; on the west, by Monkton and Symington.

Topographical Appearances.—'The hills near the church, with
the exception of a craggy rock jutting out here and there, are co-
vered with verdure to the very summit, and although comparatively
low, being only about 500 feet above the level of the sea, the view
from them is both extensive and beautiful. The- parish contains
a part of the suppressed parish of Barnweill, the greater part of the
stipend of Barnweill being transferred to the support of the minister
of Stair. The parish is, in a direct line, about seven miles long,
and one and a-half miles broad on an average.

IL—Civin HisTony.

Paroehial Registers.— Thesé are, 1st, A register of births and
baptisms. The first baptism recorded is in 1679, and for many
years this register appears to have been irregularly kept. The
:births commenge to be recorded along with the baptisms in 1807,
.and from that time the record is kept pretty regularly. 2d, A re-

- ® Drawn up by Mr James Watson, schoolmaster.
+ Craigie parish and that of Ricearton were formerly united, but were disjoined

In 1647,
d
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gister of proclamations of marriage, commencing in the year 1679,
—not regularly kept till 1776. 8d, A minute-book of the transac-
tions of the kirk-session from the year 1775, kept regularly. 4eh,
Cash accounts of the poor’s funds from 1788 regularly kept since
1804. 5th, Minutes of meetings of the heritors commencing in
the year 178Y7.

Land-owners.— The land-owners of the parish, with their respec-
tive valuations are,——

1. Jaues Campbeil, Esq. of Craigie, s L. 1102 11 4 Scots.

2. John Ferrier Hamilton, Esg. of Cairnhill, . 720 15 0O
3. William Campbell, Esq. of Netherplace, . 394 10 B

4, William %mith Weill, Esg. of Barnweill, . 305 10 2 .
5. Richard Alexander Oswald, Esq. of Auchencruive, 200 14 4
6. John Kennedy, Esq. of Underwood, . o 9 1
7 The Rev. 1}r Julin Stirling of Foulton, . 62 ju 2
B. George Sheddan, Esg. of Knockmarloch, . 42 0 0O
9. John Awnderson of Mosside, . . 37 2 &6
0. George James Campbell, Esq. of Tredsbanks, . 23 0 0
11.- MacAdam Catheart of Craigengillan, ‘ 4 50
Total Scots valuation of Craigie parish, ‘ L. 3215 14 3

Mansion- Flouses.— The mansion-houses in this parish are three;
1st, Cairphill, which consists of two parts separated by an area
or sinall space between. 'The oldest part is a tower that has
already stood the storms of several centuries, and is still in good
repair and habitable, and, like other ancient edifices, has been
strongly built. The other part is comparatively modern. 2d,
" Barnweill is a neat house, built about half a century ago. 8d,
Underwood is also & commodious house, built about fifty years
ago, and now occupied by the proprietor and family.

Only two of the heritors at present reside in this parish.

Antiquities.—Craigie Castle, a very ancient building, was at one
time the residence of the Wallaces of Craigie, but is nowin a
slate of dilapidation. ~The castle has been surrounded with a
moat enclosing about four acres of land ; and the entrance into it
was at the south-west side by a drawbridge.

There still exist some artificial mounds, (named law-hills) on
which, in former times, persons guilty -of crimes, real or supposed,
are said to have been tried ; but some of them appear to have
been military encampments, especially the one on Barnweill hill,
and another near Campcastie. |

I11.—PoruraTion.

Amouat of population in 1801, - - 786
1811, - - 767
tEEI! L - m
1831, - A A24
1841, - - 7i9
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IV.—IwpusTrY.

This parish is entirely agricultural.

There are three limestone quarries, and there is one tile-work,
lately erected, which produces good tiles, and is of great advan.
tage to the farmers.

The parish contains coal of different kinds, beth what is termed
dross and ecannel coal. The coal has been wrought in several
places, and at different times, and at one of the works very lately,
but the working is now discontinued as unprofitable.

The parish contains about 6300 imperial acres, all fit for cul-
- tivation, except about thirty acres of hills. There are also about
forty acres of meadow, on which water is kept during winter for
the use of corn-mills. Part of the hilly ground might be culti-
vated, but whether profitably or not, is doubtful. About thirty
years ago, the uncultivated hilly land was double of what it is now.

There is only one corn.mill, viz. Heughmill. The loch at-
tached to this covers about twenty acres of the meadow-land.
There are other two lochs, viz. Fail loch, partly in this parish,
and partly in Torbolton ; the mill driven by the water of this loch
is in Torbolton parish. Loch Brown is partly in three parishes,
viz. Craigie, Mauchline, and Torbolton. The mill driven by its
water is in the parish of Mauchline. This loch covers nearly a
hundred acres, and is not dry in summer: and perhaps more than
the half of it is in this parish.

The rental of the parish may amount to L. 7700 Ster!mg, and
the average rent per imperial acre, exclusive of woods, is L.1, Bs.

The length of lease is generally nineteen years. A general im-
provement in agriculture has taken place ; ploughing is neatly
executed, and the corners of the fields, and sometimes the borders
of the hedges delved where the plough cannot reach; many of the
grass-fields are cleared of thistles and other weeds, and the hedges -
generally are well kept. But the greatest improvement is that of
furrow~draining. One of the proprietors, in order to have the drain-
ing on his property thoroughly executed, pays the whole expense of
draining, except the carting of the tiles, aad charges his tenants
about four per cent. per annum on his expenditure; another pays the
tiles at the kilns, charging the tenants 1s. per thousand tiles, which
comes to nearly five per cent. per annum ; other proprietors assist
a little, but the greater part of the draining is at the expense of
the tenahts. :

The farm-houses are substantial apd commodious About a
a3
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half of the farm-houses are now slated, and three of them are of
two stories.

Produce.~—
Acres. Acres, Acres. Amount in imp. acres.
In pasture, 3613  In oats, 1426 Inbeans, 128 = 5167
rycgrass, 720 wheat, 13 potatoes, 102 = 8BS
meadow, 100 barley, G turnips, o= 131
and in wood, 167 planted for ornament or shelter, . 167
Total land in the parish of Craigie, 6300 acrea.

The average size of the farms is about 90 imperial acres, The
sbove is exclusive of the turnpike and parish roads, and of that
part of Loch Brown that is flooded in summer, so that the whola
contents of this parish are above ten square miles, The produce
of the oats per acre is from thirty-two to sixty-four imperial bushels,
average forty-eight bushels per acre, The average produce of
beans is twenty-four bushels per acre. Potatoes average about
eicht tons per acre ; turnips average about sixteen tons per
acre: ryegrass weighs about twenty-six cwt. of 112 lbs. each;
and meadow hay weighs about twenty-eight ewt. per imperial
acre on an average. Pease are included along with the beans,
Perbaps there may be five or six acres of pease. The barley is
mostly sown for family use. Little flax is sown, and few field-cab-
bages are raised, perhaps not more than an acre of each.

T.ive-Stock.— The live-stock is as follows : 148 horses and mares
fit for work ; 25 bulls, 7569 milk cows; 437 young caws, including
queys, stirks, and calvesto be reared ; 293 sheep, mostly of a mixed
breed ;: and 145 swine. The milk of the cows is for the most
part manufactured into sweet milk cheese, and the yearly produce
of each cow is from 23 cwt. to 3% cwt. ; the average is 8. cwt.
The whey is mostly used in feeding swine.

V.—PanocaiaL Economy.

Feclesiastical Stute.— The church was built in 1776, and the
manse in 1308 and is in good repair. The stipend consists of
sixteen chalders of grain, one-half catmeal, and the other half
barley, paid by the fiars price of the county, and L. 10 to pro-
vide communion elements. The glebe contains about five acres,
and is worth L. 10 per anoum. The patronage belongs to James
Campbell, Esq. of Craigie. |

One hundred and twenty-eight families belong to the Establish-
ed Church; 3 families belong to the United Secession; and of .
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768 AYRSHIRE.

other ® families, part go to the Established Church, and part to
the Secession.

Education.— There are twe schools in the parish, the parochial
school, and ene in the south-west end of the parish, at Under-
hills, near Barnweill, and no additional schools are required, a
the east end of this parish has the advantage of schools in the vi-
cinity, one in the parish of Galston, and another in the parish of
Mauchline. The school-room at Underhills is given free of rent
by the proprietor,-and the teacheris supported by the school-fees,

The parochial school-house was built in 1807. The school-
master’s salary is the maximum ; and the average amount of school-
fees per annum for ten years is about L. 20 Sterling, making the
schoolmaster’s income about L. 54 per annum, exclusive of house
and garden. '

Friendly Socicties—There are two Friendly Societies for males
only, and their expenditure yearly is from L.60 to L.70.

Poor.—The average number of persons receiving parochial aid
is 12, who are paid monthly from the poor’s funds. A few others
receive aid occasionally. ‘The average sum paid to each of these
twelve is L. 4, 25, 5d. per annum, ‘I'hree of these have about
L. 6 each; the rest have considerably less than the average. The
annual average amount of contributions for relief of the poor for
the last nine years is L. 51, 19s. 1d., viz.

Church collections, . L.30 17 74
Interest of a fund, L. 7, "_h 244d. , p:r'ﬁa, L 2 l‘h J4d. . 917 &
Mortcloth dues, 1.,.:: 9id. ; Proclamation dues, &e.. L2, 3s. 2 18 Si
Cash refunded., 1. 2. 18s, Iﬂd : c:r.rm. L. 2, 118 74d. . 5 10 5%
Contributions from the heritors, . . . 215 24

Total average amount of contributions made for relief of the
poor of Craigie, . . . . L.51 19 1

February 1842,
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