w2 BUTESHIRE.

Alehorises.— There are 9 nle or publm-hnu&e&l in the paﬂsh.
the effect ‘of which upoh the meorals of the people is most pernis
cious.  ‘Varions attempts have been inade; from time to time, both
to lessen :their number, ahd to restrain-their licentiousness ; but
the misnamed liberality of the present age opposes all such at.
tempis, as encreachments on the liberty .of the subject.

MisceLLanEos OBSERVATIONS.
There are two things which have frequently been mentioned

as being rather opposed to the improvement of the place: the
largeness of the farms, most of them being of greater extent than
one man can easily superintend ; and the want of resident heri-
tors, or men of wealth and influence, who might either propose or
‘carry into effect any plan for the public good.

It bas also been often mentioned, that a road round the island
would be of vast consequence to the parish ; both to the farmer
in carrying his produce to market, and in collecting his manure
for the fields; to the inhabitants in general in their ordinary in-
tercourse, and to strangers, who visit in the summer months, who
toight be théreby induced to build villas rownd the shore, and
consequently to remain in the place, and ‘thereby increase the
value of the renpectwa propertiés, and add to thé means and re-
sources of ﬂm paﬂsh in general. :
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l.—Turnaaarmr AND NaTuRaL Hlmmr. '
Nm.—-'j‘nn parish occupies the southers part of the. lslmld
“of Buts,” 1t takes ity vaie from a promontory forming its-extreme
" point.to the sotth; talled ih the Gaslic:language Ceami Gardh,
sbich signifies, sormy.end, ot stormy head. .
#*M éndd. Mm--—rk is. 64 nailes:in,; iﬁlith fram pgrth t;u
south’; “and its average broudth is 24 miles. - Itis-bounded on the

ﬂmﬁiand nﬂﬂh-wmhjrthui.ﬂchqf L&mg,m pﬁrt;nf Lod;gﬁul,
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CKINGARTH, ‘#3

and Quien loch, which separate it from the. parish of:: Rothesas ;
and an the east, south, and: west, by the Frith of Clyde..: It isit-
regular in its figure, being indented: by several small bays on both
sides; but it gradually narrows from ity northkern extremity; till it
becomes an'isthmus of & mile and a balf in breadih, beyend which
it forms a peninsula of two miiles in length, termimating in the pro-
montory above-mentioned. : JENETIY L ariuy

Topographical Appearences.~—'The landin general rises consi-
derably ahove the level of the sea. The: principal hills:are Sildhe
.- or Suidhke Chatain (the Seat of Catan), 520 feet high, and -Baint
Blare's Flill, 486 feet.  The coast to- the east and south ‘is for
the most part rocky, in many places rising precipitously at = Hitle
distance from the shore, in ridges that appear to have &t a formér
period served as a barrier to the sea, and te have been sibseguente
ly raised by volcanic action to their present lovel,. . To the west
the coast has, in general, a-more gentle rise, althcugh it exhibits-a
similar appearance of a shore elevated above its original position
The shore is principally sandy, but to the east and south rocky;
and at Kilchatan bay, and on some parts of the west coast, it cone
tains a stratum of blue clay. The bays are those of Aseog, Scous
lag, dnd Kilchatan to the east; add of Scalpsie, Stravanan; and
Dunageil, to the west, . The only headland is the Garroch-head;
which has its name corrupted from the Gaelic Ceann Garbh.

A table, serving to indicate the temperature. and pressvre of the
atmosphere, and the prevailing winds in this parish,. will be found
m the Account of the parish of Rothesay. | TS

The climate is somewhat moist ; but is remarkably healhy, and
wduces invalids to seek it for its singular- mildness. . No: distom-
per prevails at any time, that can reasonably be sttributed to:any
peculiarity in the atmosphere, .or other local cisse ; and eases of
longevity wre very common. .-l O P TN RS e ey

The Frith of Ciyde, which bounds the parish. on the east
south, and west, is 9 miles in breadth betwixt Scoulag bay: on the
east shore, and the nearest: point of - Ayrshire; at Large; and 8
wiles iy breadth betweon Dunagnil déy on the west shove, and:tha - -
nearest:part of the lsland of Arrsns and 80 fathoms-deep hetwint
the Gamoch-head -aud Little: Cumbewe; wivere ithidepth'is: grreats
est. ‘The water is usvally. clear; itsi sabinigs i diiichadl biithe
velume of fresh water preceeding: feoin this: Klyds -gandd Al wiseas
of Cowal in Argyleshire. oo hssalaiaTaEd e $ifadny,

ke inkos oonmeated: it h tho penishl Al of. thedi foresiiog fart
" of its boundary towasdis the ‘pavish of -Rbthbsuly are;iths Rock of
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: 84 BUTESHIRE.

. Ascog; contaiming 75 acres, 1 rood, 28 poles, imperial, of surface;
-Quien Loch, containing, 68 acres, 3 roods, 30 poles; and Loch-
fad; containing about 400 acres.

Geology.~~The soil is in gepneral of a light gravelly or sandy
-nature, thnugh in some places loam and clay are to be found. The
‘predominating rocks are old red sandstone with conglomerate, and
veina, beds, and overlying masses of trap.

IL~—Civir Hisrorvy,

'Of the ancient state of the parlsh little is known. That it was

the scene of important events in times of rapine and bioodshed,
may be inferred from its situation, which exposed it alike to the
northern invaders, and the ravaging hordes of the Ebudm, in
their attacks on the neighbouring coasts; and is indicated by its
ﬁepulnhrai antrqmttes, and the appearances of places of defeace
still remaining. ' That it flourished in population and in wealth, is
to be gathered from its remains of religious edifices, of a date
when the:distinction of any place for its sacred erections was no
bad criterion of the consideration in which it was held for its ge-
neral prosperity. But materials for an authentic history of it have
not been found.
.. Land-gwners.—— The lands, for a period extending to several cen-
turies back, appear to have been held by several proprietors called
Barons—-a local designation still retained. . These have, within the
iast bundred and fifty years, been gradually reduced in number;
sod they are at present represented by four owners of a small por.
tion of land respectively, the rest of the parish being the property
of the Marquis of Bute.

. Eminent_Men.— Of persons mnnect.ed with the parish who attain-
qd,annnenm that has transmitted their memory to posterity, is tobe
mentioned Saint Catan, or Cathanus, whose name is preserved in
the appellation Kilchatan, (Cil-Chatain, the cell or burying place
of Gatan, ). belonging to the bay so called ; and in that of Suidhe
Chatain, a hill_overlooking the bay, and 'pointed out as his seat.
Saint: Blane alsc has bere monuments of bis fame. Tradition as-
signd to himithie. parish as the place of his birth; adding many
particalars. respecting him grasly. fabulous, and not deserving to
be: resorded.. . He is: commonly believed to have been the found-
or.of the:original church of :Kingarth, of which the. ruins remain,
and which is still enllod by bis name ;. an is also. a lnll whu:h a5~
cends from the Garroch-head,

suiflopotkial Register .- The parochial ugutar commences -in tha
. year 1648, from which dale it is continued with partial interrup>
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KINGARTH, 85

tions down to the yeas 1703. -It resumes in 1740, and is agis-.
larly kept till 1520, when it is again interrupted till 1827 ; from
which period, it is complete to the present time, It occupies-five
volumes.

Antiquities,~~Near the north-east shore of Kllchntan Bay are’
two barrows or tumuli, at a short distance from each other. - One
similar, farther along the same shore, was opened some time sitcé,:
and some pieces of old weapons were dug out of it. All barrows of
this descnptmn, it is believed, will be found to contain sepuichml
remsins.

In the peninsula which connects tha northern and snuthem por-:
tions of the parish, half a mile from the east shore; are what have’
been cousidered the remains of a Druidical circle. The circle is’
imperfect towards the north-west; but it is distinctly indicated by
three stones placed upright, at a distance of from 23 to 25 feet-
from each other. They asre from 7 to 84 feet high ‘from:the'
surface of the ground; in breadth from 4 to 6 feet; 'and from 15
inches to 6 feet thick. The circle has been supposed, when entire,
to have been formed by seven stones; but the vacant spioe appéara’
to leave room only for two, and to limit the original number to
five. Nearly hall a mile distant, towards the west shore, also’
stand three stones, which have been variously conjectured to hiive’
been connected with Druidical rites, or to mark a scene of battle;:
and to have served as monuments for persons who fell m -it.
Most probably it was'the latter object for which they were eveets
ed. They are situated oo a plain at the foot of a pently rising:
ground, half a mile distant from the bay of Siravanab, where an
enemy was likely to land; and indicate & position singularly: fa-
vourable for a defending force.” On the other hand, they bave-
little appearance of a Pruidreal erection. ' They are placed-in w
line running’ nedrly from north to south, and aré made to face to=
wards the east and west; and althoogh their direstion has a'slight:
inclination towards being circular, the circomistance. may. havé beoen: -
accidental = and if they formed part of a civrcle it must havé been:
greatly larger thau that above-mentioned. They stand claser, tog;”
than the stones in the former, the distance betwikt' themt lithe'eis:
ceeding 7 fest. In dimensions, the stones are beth pearly alikes
A" mila ‘futthier south, on' theé' west ‘shore; is-the férk of' ﬂﬁﬁ-ﬂm
goil {the ﬁrtf,ﬁed hill, or rock; of the Lowlandars), near- ﬁmhyh
which it gives name. * It is formed: hyll m*ﬁi%ﬁﬁﬁ* Wi
rising with'a steep ascont fmm the nea on tha west sl
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88 BUTEAHINE.

otlarto the north’ and east; ‘narrow -and difficult of aedess towards:
the ‘southy with a level space of some extent on the summit.
Along the verge of this space, towards the west and south, aréths
remains of a wall, built apparently for the defence of the place,
where it wus most accessible, the precipitousness of the rock serv-
ing for w naturdl defonce on the other sides.. ' The external parts
of this wall appear to have beew completely vitrified. The heart
18 formed of sfone partially fused. = The stone chiefly used in the
structurg is whinstons, of which the rock itzelf is composed.. The
station is a very advantageous one. It commands the most natu-
ral, and perbaps the best landing-place on the whole ceast; and
it affords a eomplete view seawards, at onoe of the passage from the
western seasiby Kilbranan sound, and of the entrance into the
Frith of Clyde from the south. - All surmises as to its era or uyse
are now vain.' It bas been vonjectured to have been a: Danish
fort ;" ite: name would rather point it out to have been a hold, oe-
cupied, for whatever purpose, by inhabitants of the nergl:haurmg
eastern or southern coasts, who, m-common with those who dwelt.
1z the interior southern portion of Scotland, were usually describ-
‘ed in the ‘Gaelic tongue by the term a:gmfymg Lowlander, as re-
teined in the designation of ¢his plece.

‘Towatds the eentre -of the peninsula, stands tha ruin. of tha
chureli or chapel of Bt Blane, supposed to have beew founded: by
the maiit‘'whobe name it bears, who ‘flourished about the close of
thie tenth century. That a chureh existed here at a period not
muol: posterior, and that he was cosmmonly regarded as “having
been whenelwctor to-it, there ia evidence still extant to show. Ina
chartdrgiven by Allan, son of Walter the Second, Great Steward of
Seotland, dated before the year 1204, conveying certain graits to
" ‘themonastery of the Clunian order at Paisley, is contained the fol-
. lowingelavsea :*<—5 Algo, for the benefit of the soul of Kig David,
snd'the soul of King Malcohn; and the souls of Walter my father,
stk Bechere my mother ; ard for the salvation of cur Lord Wil-
'll!m; ng iul' Smthnd, m:d hm heim, and' th& salvation of I'.E:fﬂﬂlf

“mﬂw Mmrﬁmﬂ&ﬂmm;mﬁmh o m

p et matris mes Hschene, et pro salu ini nostri W,
"m.i ‘Setaiey et He nﬁhﬂm,ﬂgn-[huzmuii ot bevod e m.
' ot ;oo garta. ooafirmo eidag i Pameclon,. 0t monmchi -
dmmm gpiee ﬁe]ﬂn,gufminmhda Bmmmommhuampell' ia
Cult e “puliiolr b m Han' oy Sckaserra qomon sanetue Blagiosioom diripar ?

mﬁwﬂ Mgm h?hwmnm Reglatrum Mo-
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KINGARTH, i

an mj heirs ; 1 give, grapt, apd by:this my deed, copvey ta,; the
said monastery at Paisley, and: the monks sprving (God therein, the
chureh of Kipgaif (Kingarth),in. the. island. of Bute, with, all the
chapels and the whole parish of that island, tegether with the
whole of those lands of .which the boundaries, said , hawe, beep
fizxed by St. Blane, are still apparent from sea o sea.”, . From this
charter, it would appear, also, that at the time of ;its da.te,t-hpp wags
the parochial church of the whole island. .  The gxtent of the eg-
clesiastical lands mentioned in.the above, grant, it.is not DOV, GAKY
to determine, They may have comprehended the.. whaole penin-
sula; perhaps only the part of it which would be enf off by a ligp
drawn from Dunagoil Bay on the west, passing & listle to the norih
of the church, and terminating at one of the small cmeks ap. the
eastern shore. 'The church stands on a level space raised by, art
considerably above the adjoiming ground, and_enclosed by s, Fﬁg
of massy.stones rudely piled opne over another, 500 fegt, iz circum-
ference. 'The whole of this space is found arched .of built: with
mason work underneath, at a -distance of two feei from the Euffﬂﬂﬂ
Conpected with it by.a built ppssage that seems to h,av,u; begn yn-
der ground, is apother space on a lower level, and surroundgd, h}'
a similar wall 124 feet in circumierence, which is. known hy. the
name of the nupnery. It has been commanly copsideyed to have
. been the site of a convent; on no autbority that has been, diﬁﬂﬂ-
vered, but that of tradition. Both spaces have been ueed for, ser
pulture ; but this ground is believed .to. have beep set aparias a
burying-place exclusively for females; and. the ashes reposipg .in
it have been littie disturbed for ages, although freguent intarmanits
still take place in the other. = A considerable portion;of; the. walls
of the church remain standing, and discover gn.arphitactmes;of
great antiquity, . The elevation on which it is situated, iy approaghs
ed on the north by s flight of steps, leading from a groye .at.a short.
distance, which contains a.remarkable kiad of building, oﬁ ylm:h
the use remains altogether unknowm, Th;s cqansm;.n qel' & wally

in height above ground, and nhvmu,gl}' filed mth mb!qqh w nm& :
depth ; 9 feet thick, and having o prssage or gatewsy, B feot widey
The erection was doubtiess formed with.a view ip gresk. m
It is composed of rude stones, magy ol'jh&m of  immense: 2o,
"The workmanship seems to- m#nmmmmmﬁm
any other p&ﬂ-ﬁ?thﬁw Tuips 5 - but its mm
tion with theee, shmm by marks nuﬁ rﬂmmnmg, ml& mdim ;
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88 ‘* BUTESHIRE.

its having been connected with them, for whatever purpose. - It is
situated at the foot of a ridge of rock, running from north to south,

50 feet high; and forming at each end a junction with an outer
wall, which marked, it is probable, the sacred précincts, and which
comprehends a space of some extent beyond any ruins that remain,

The scene around is one of uncommon beauty. ‘Towards the
‘morth, an amphitheatre of lofty gray rocks secures the seclusion
of a spot, with whose time-worn relics it so well harmeniges. On
the right, the grove with its deep shade forms a grateful object for
the eye -to repose on, while its mysterious associations carry the
mind back to events and ages long past.  Before us lifts up its
dim form, all that remains of a pile, around which is gathered the
depth of interest which its sacred use, its ‘great antiquity, and its
gracéfuloess, even in decay, are so well calculated to create. To
the south is the sea, opening up, in the approach to the Frith of

Clyde, a view of water and cosst, not surpassed in beauty by ‘any
similar scene in Scotland. '

The place of worship for -the parish has long been removed to
a situation’ more central for the inhabitants, on a rising ground,
between: the bays .of Kilchatan and Stravanan. The present
cliureh is an elegant wodern structure, - There is also a small
neat church within: the grounds of Mountstuart, near Scoulag

Bay, still in good repair, that had been some time nsed as the pa-
rish chorch. - - A :

- Mansion Houses,.— The mansion-house of Mountstuart was built
by Jamies, second Earl of Bute, in'the year 1718. The grounds
around it were laid out about the same period in the styleof the time:
‘The plantations are extensive, and contain many trees of a remark-
able size. The Hower garden is an object of great attraction. It
his been formed under the direction of the present accomplished -
Marchioness of Bute, whose taste has adorned it with mAany raré
#od beautifl plants. Such is the mildness of the climate, that
bere are found, in 2 vigorous state, some exotics, which thrive in

- few places in Britain,

*- Together with' Ascog House, built in the fashion of the seven-

. tisbntl ceirbury, ' thers dre several orhamental villas, recently erected,

on the 'north-sast coast of the parish: -
G T T e PopuLATion, .
“deotrding t the- Sarmmed ‘Beatistienl’ Adcoimit, the numbier of itbabitants e
L A s ez e e MRS DOl W RRT: L e
. By thecenous of 1801, it wae 875 . . _
M RTINS TR T g T e

PRIk AR

o R i ot I

af s A 4

<R The University of Edinturgh
i o Thip Utibeesily g1 GRasgdm. 5001wt




KINGSARTH. : &y

"By the censeis of imi By iTn
23 o 48 T
In April uF this }rmr, there being males, 401,
‘ffem!n. 499, 1800, ikin. 840

In the work aboye-mentioned, Mr. Thorbarn states, thlt the
population had decreased in number-by 280 in the course of fifiees
years previous to the year 1791, which eircumstance he zcoounts
for by * the town of Rothesay finding employment. for day-labour-
ers and other workimen, and affording them higher wages than
they can receive in a country parish.” - Since that: period; the most
considerable fluctuation in the state of the population is skown
in the increase of it by 148, betwixt the years 1791 and 1801,
for which no cause has been assigned : the decrease of'it by 144
betwixt the years 1821 and 1831, probably ewing to the enlarge~
ment of farms, and the removal of cot-houses, which took place
about that time ; and the increase of it by 94, betwixt the:-years
1831 and 1840, which is to be.aseribed, partly, to the erection of
several villas in the interval; and partly, it is probable, to the
greater number of farm-servants required by the progress of agri-
cultural improvement in the parish durmg that period.

The number of persens residing in villages, is :——In Kerrynmy
village, males, 29 ; females, 85; total, 64. In Kilchatan’ Bay,.
males, 74 ; females, 79; total, 153, Total in villages, 217.
Residing in the country, males, 208 ; females, 825 ; total, 623,

The yearty average of births for the last seven years has been,
~—males born, 74 ; females, 75; average for each year, 21§. Of
deaths,—males died, 45 ; females, 38; average, 11§. Of mar-
riages, 9. : : |
Average of persons ':;lftd\f-::ﬂ&]}rﬁﬂ-:ﬂu;}, age, %

30 and 50, 202

50 and 70, 64 '

upwards of 70, 27 >
Thnnmbwﬂmmrndmupwuﬂsofﬁﬂrmuuf%hufbﬂhm 37 ]
muwﬂfﬁmﬁ% | ,'"’" igl-
widows, . ; R
Thalwnmhrofthldmmmhﬁmﬂ]h . e FARRE Sty |
Hnmb&nfﬁmhﬂmthﬂp'n:hmlﬁﬂl, - ot e : }.Hv

chiefl ployadilngncﬂm"
Ean uﬁmmhmrmmﬂhnhm& uu

There are 4 fatuons persons, 8 being males, snd }-a fﬁl!ﬂi"i'
2 blind ‘persons, a maia ami 8 femaia, and obe famh M m&f’
dumb. ' 4
The Margitis of Buta- hwu remlnnm i tl:a pmh.ﬂ ant«i
stusrt; and there ard beeidds Wm, three propnewﬂ‘nf haﬂ‘ d’ ﬂw"
yearly value of upwards of L. 50, - A

2 Tha University ot Edinburgh
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po . BUTESHIAE.

Language, &c.—The English language is that spoken in gene-
ral by the inhabitants. ! Persons who have come to maturity un-
derstand commenly the .Gaelic language also ; but its use has moch
detreased within the last forty years, and is now. chiefly eonfiped
te-the dged, -among: the natives of the parish. The 'paopla. are
cultivated in their habits. = They are, for the mout party remark-
able for cleanliness both in their persous and :in their : dwellings,
Their dress -is pldin and decent: ‘The food. of the peasantry
equals, in pleaty and quality, that of any of their degree in the coun=
tey. - Al classes enjoy a full ordinary share of the comforts and ad-
vantages belonging to their situation in life, and appear to be. core
respondingly contented and: happy. In their intelloctual, meral,
and religious character, they afford a fair speeimen of their coun-
trymen. Smuggling is wholly unknewn ameng them : and in no
similar district, probably, is there less of poaching. -

IV..—Inpvsrry.

- The parish contains— S
Qf Innd occasionaliy uader tillage, imparial measure, JHE ucres, 8 roods, 30 poles.
Moor and pasture land, . . 3071 0 21
Land that might, with a profitable application of ea-

pital, be’ brought irlltu cultivation, 1o 877 0 21
natural coppice, 84 A.2 R. 10 F.
Upder wood. . { YOS coppice, 84 A 2 I 16 § 040 0 A

- Total extent, 8325 acres, 1 rood, 2 poles.

The plantations consist of spruce, larch, and Scotch fir, with the

usyal proportion of oak, and other hard-wood ;: and are carefully

thinned, and otherwise well managed. The average rent of ara-
ble land is I'9s. an acre. - '

Wages.— Men-servants receive from L. 7, 10s. to L. 8 of wages

for the half-year; maid-servants from L. 3, 10s. to L. 4; country
artisans are paid from 1s. 8d. to 2s. a day ; and day-labourers, 1s,
6d. a day during winter, and 1s. 10d.. in summer.

. Lave-Stock.— Great attention has, of late, been paid to the rear.

of cattle ; of which the breeds and mode of management are,
mith little variation, the same a8 in  Ayrshizre,' Agricultyre has
wmde rapid advances, especiaily within the last twelre ¥ears. A
complete system of Adraining has been -introduced; the most ap-
" proted rotation. o crops is obwerved: the use of the subsoil plough

s hegipning (o prevail ; and ap enterprising tansotry, sre resdy to.

iroport the most recent discoveries in busbandry. The duration of

loases in mingtown. yeaes ;. a.period generaily. ackpowladged o be
ons -both to landloed and tenant. . The farm-houses. apd

: oﬁcas, for the most part, have been.recently built, and are rOmQATk--

o T J,,rni-.'|:.~r_:".i'r:,I of Edlr:lhurﬂ_h
o Thi Uanivorsity ol GReg o |

e



KINUARTH. b i

ably neat and commodious. ..T'he grounds are.well inclosed, chiefly
with thorn hedges, ' Every.advantage is-derived by £he tenaiits from
the well-known: zeal for agricultural. improvement. of the principdl
proprietor, the Marquis of Bute, and from: the attention -to: thé
welfare and  comfort of all classes uf the: cummumtjf for whmh he
is’ distinguished. TR ¥ d
. The panah contsins cxunl, whmil, hnwevar, .hw nat bacn
wrought, owing, either to a defect in the zeams, or:the facility
with which that article ean be imported. . Lime is abundant;
of which, besides the sopply afforded for the whﬂla alaad, a quan+
tity is shipped for exportation at Kilchatan Bay.: .
Fisheries.~~"The fisheries are chiefly confined to whiting, hads-
dock, and cod; and salmon, the fishing of which has: been: com-
menced within these few years. i
Produce~—'The average gross amount of raw pmducﬂ rmd m
the parish is estimated as foliows: eihis o

Produce of grain of all kinds, viz.

50 acres of wheat, at L. 9 per acre, . L. 450 0 0
140 do. barley, at L. 7 . . 880 0 -5
610 do. oats, at L. 4, 15s. 2887 0 O
—— L422Y O D
330 do. turpips and potatoes, at L. 10 pﬂr BCTH, 3300 Q.0
380 do. bay, at L. 5 per acre, . 1650 O 0
Land in pasturage, viz. T
Grazing for 300 cows, and fattening stock, et L. 2, 15s. ,
each, . 1683 10 0O
Do. for 4‘30 bead of young umck of dlEemm ages,
.at L. 1, 5n. each, . | 525 0 O -
Pusture for 1850 sheep, ut 5. Eﬂch, ; . 412 10 D ikl
Da. hreedmg-marm and yuung hurm:n, esti- ;
mated at 250 ‘0 O Rl
Fisheries, . i . ¥ . : TR AF b
I.Ji_mﬂ" i L] - - : r * . m ' a ‘?

Total yearly valae of rew prodace mised, . 1. 12808 . 0 0
The annual value of tha real property of the parish, i m tha ja&r
1815, as assessed for the property fax, was L. 8820, -
Navigation.—The shipping belongiog to the parish in ail dnq
not exceed 50 teas. Craft of considerable hurﬂﬂnfmm ath&r M
frequent the ports, for purposes of importation and a:gumm
T'o the increase of produce both for hoate ennsymption, and for
the market, the Bute Farmers” Society bus greatly gontributed ; and
under iis spirited encuuragement, ahﬂ glea‘te‘r 1mpmml! luf’
bempeeﬂedmbamada- i AERAI el S WL
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82 BUTESHIRE. .

V.—Parocurar Economy. .

Hnr.&ar -~There is no market-town in the parish. In the year
1708, James, first Earl of Bute, obtained a charter from the Crown
for the erection of the burgh of regality of Mountstuart ; granting
thereto power to deal in mercbandise, and to carry on handicraft
trades, to have a weekly market, and three annual fairs, and to
erect free ports and harbours ; and conferring on it all other privi-
leges enjoyed by burghs of regahty The provisions of that char-
ter, however, were not carried into effect : the thriving royal
burgh of Rothesay, with its commodious h&rbnur, in the neighbour-
hood, probably offering most of the advantages contemplated from
the proposed erection of & new market-town, and port. Rothe-
say is now the market-town for the parish, distant six miles from
the parish church.

. The villages are, Kerrycroy, consisting of a few neatly built
houses at the bay of Scoulag; and Kilchatan-bay, so-called from
its being situated in the bay of that name, and which contains fifty
inhabited houses.

Means of Communication.——There are no public means of com-
munbication betwixt the parish and Rothesay ; and that burgh be-
ing the pearest post-town, the want of a post-office is felt to be a
great inconvenience. There are no turnpikes, but the roads are
good, and adapted for carriages of all descriptions. The bridges
are sufficient; and the fences are attended to. There is a wharf
at Kilchatan Bay, for lading and unlading small craft ; and also
at Scoulag Bay. = The former is about to receive considerable en-
largement, demanded by the rapid increase of agricultural produce

i:;rmd from. this quarter.

., dcelepiastical State—The parish church is convenien tly situat~
ad, four miles distant from the northern extremity of the paru»h
and ‘two mmiles and a-balf from the southern. It was built in the
*jrmr 1826, It has aceommodation for 600 persons. Al the sit-
tings are free ; and ample space remaips for accommodating an in-
Trease ofp-upuhtluﬂ.. The manse and offices were built in the jaar
¥7689. ' 'They were last repaired in the year 1833, and are in &
bﬁlﬁfoﬂiblu state. 'The glebe contains n&arlyl 1 acres imperial, and
Eu been valued at L. 12 per annum.” ‘The ininister’s stipend con-~
luta ol' 4’? iﬂ bolls Itﬂpena] of meal ‘and 10 quarters 63§ bush-
els’ tmpcrnl of bear ; ‘and L. 148, 65 7,50. mioney. = The last
lngmumtlun of the shpaud took place in thiz: year 1814, 'The

. imiodn are u;hl,u:tacl “There i ;s no place of worship but the pa-
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KINGARTH, 93

rochial church. The inhabitants are in genperal a church-going
people. The annual average of communicants, durigg the lnst
thirteen years, has been 281. There is one family in conpaction
with the United Associate Synod ; and one person who is a Roman
Catholie. The rest of the péople belong to the’ Established: Church.
Education.—T'hete are three schools, one of them ;mnw,hial.'
In it the usual branches of education are taught, including Latia
and Greek ; in the others, chiefly English-refiding; writing, and
arithmetic. The parochial schooknaster bas the legal- dccommor-
dations, with the minimum selary. ' Fhe other ' teachers have
school-houses, and dyellings, and a small salary, allowed thiem bjr
the Marquis of Bute ; the rest of their support is derived . from
school-fees, which are moderate. The présent number of schiools
appears to be sufficient for the parish, they being so situated as to
afford access to instruction for the children frém all quarters. -The
. people seem duly to value the blessings of education. . 'There are
few, if any, between the age of six and fiftéen years, who are not
taught to read, and to write at the proper age ; and above fieen,
not one, probably, of the native inhabitants, who has not been taught
to read, and few who- cannot write. A gradual improvtemant in.
morals has undoubtedly accompanied the progress of education.
A parish library, established some years ‘since, affords increased
facilities for the attainment of knowledge, and a growing djsposi-
tion to read is beginning to show itself among the rising generas
tion. In the respective school-houses, Sabbath-schools are. esta-
blished under the superintéendence of the minister; which are- nu-
merously and regularly attended.’ R R T,
Poor and Parochial Funds,—The number of poor at present on
the session roll is 13, besides three persons tecsiving oacysinnal
parochial relief. The greatest sum-given to a pauper duriog.the
year past has beén 10s. 8d. per’quarter; the" smallest i 4n.: The
sum that has been collected at'the church during the same perivd.
is L. 18, 8s. 7d. RN
Aleshouses.—There are six ale-houses in, the parish s three;el
which are in the village of Kilchatan-bay. - Of these ]aﬂ,tm,m
superflyous, and likely to prove injurious to morals, as the mult
plication of such houses, especially in villages, 15 ’ipumblyﬁmjé -
to be. _ L TP AR | ff_r
 FuclThe fuel in gonéral use is copl, which may be parchas:
ed at any of the landing-places, at 7s, 6d. a cart of Taewh
| MISCELLANBOUR ORSERYAFIONS, i o i
In taking a getieral view of the parish at present, compured with, -
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what it was at the tiwe when the former Statistical Account was
written, we cannot fail to perceive that its state has greatly im-
proved. ‘The supérior means of commuanication which it now en-
joys, have afforded it great advantages, . At the period above-men-
tioned, all ordinary mtercourse with the mainland was maintained
by a ferry-boat, plymg once a-week from Scoulag; or a packet
tailing twice a-week from Rothesay-to the village of Largs, on the
opposite coast.* Now, the introduction of steam-sailing -affords
duily' a speedy and cheap mede of conveyance for passengers and
goods, to all the ports of the Clyde; and thence to all parts of
the kingdom.  The change in the food of the people indicates a
mhaterial increase of comfort in their circumstances. Herrings,
which formerly were the chief maintenance of the greater number
of the inhabitants during three-fourths of the year,+ have ceased
to be with any an important article of subsistence. Amimal food

this become general ; and it bas become common for cottagers to -

rear pigs and poultry for their own use. A corresponding improve-
shent is observable in fuel.. It will astonish a farmer, who is ac-
eustomed to make the price of an acre of turnip pay for a year's
supply of coals for his family, to learn, that fifty years ago, * the
farmers being employed the most part of ‘the summer in casting
and leading peats, could not provide manure for their farms.”
“T'be difference is remarkable betwixt the habits and pursuits of
the young men of tha present day, and those of the race that pre-
‘eaded thém. " At the peried we have been referring to, few far-
miard” sonw were bred to farming ; all the young men in the parish
‘were engaged in the herring-fishery ; their highest ambition was
to beéodrae masters of berring-busses; and when they were not

ampleyed in their favourite porsuit, mo wages could induce them

- toleobghge in any other kind of work.§ Their suceessors, at pre-
s8nt, ferhish only fifteen persons for-the-herring-fishery ; ave strong-
Iy sttathied to agriculture, one at least of every farmer’s sons ge-
nerally adopting his father’s oceupation ; are ready, when  disen-
‘gaged $rom their more ordinary employment, to put.their hand to
axy moedfol work ; and ip many cabes, direct their aim stecessfin
40! the' countingerobm, 'or the Jearned professions,  The im-
provenisnts in ‘agrionlture, ‘which : havp been s’ great throughout
the country, within the space of time under our review, have made
thidiv Hanefits to be-espaciilly felt in this parish, . The appearance

o Ol Stacistionl Avcoont: | - 1 ;’bid D g Ibid, g i,
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of the fields shows careful and skilful cultivation to-have areived
at a pitch not often perhaps attained, and seldom excedded; i thie
‘more fertile districts of the kingdom 7 2od n glande at the amount
of the yaw produce, as shown above, compared:with: that: from:the *
former Statistical Account, we gather it to have been at tha:pe-
riod when that account was written, will prove how great an- ih-
erease in the profits of the soil has accompuanied the improvement
N’ Hs management. ' b : RPN

Jeune 1340,

PARISH OF ROTHESAY.

PREEBYTERY OF DUNOON, SYNOD OF ARGYLE.

* THE REV. ROBERT CRAIG, A. M, MINISTER.

——— e e e A T TS

- IL—Toroarapny AND Narvurar Hisrory,

Namée.— RoTREsAY parish comprehends the whole ofthe northern
part of the Tsland of Bate, which gives name to the oounty. The
word Bute ia of treertain meaning and origin, though 1t may pro-
bably be connectéd with the term Ebudw, by 'which the westérh
islands of Scotland ‘are sométimes ‘dencminasted. ‘The anckent
“Gaelic name of this parish, according to the former Aceount; wan,
Cilla * Bhri, signifylng *the ‘Church of St Broke,” - This séems
never to have been its proper mame. (See Feclesiastical History.)
The present nameé is suid to be derived from the Gaelic Rowhssididhe,
“ sircular seat,” or the place where courts were ¥eld, snd Fustice
dispensedl.  “This was ‘Gone iri very ancient tiines on' round ‘artil-

eial mouhds, which are stilf éafled Laws or Metes, in Stotlasdis

Eztent, §e.—The length of thé parish from south fo horth;, ds
9% ‘miles, and the ‘average breadth "8} miles, whick igives i’ ox-
fent of 811 ‘square miles, equal 66' 16;¥33 Scots néres:: “Fve Seots -
dcres, by aetual ‘mieaiuréinénit, are'ascertdined tobe 15,098, 1w
gréutest widthis it the kouth énd, from ‘Begany pointte ‘Arisculpene
point, ‘4 ‘distiihide of By miles. 1t il B :

It is boundel “on thd sotrth by 'the parish of Kingerth, wd! fhee
‘Wést by thi den’ which ‘separhied Bute from Aviuh 4" Kikyre,
on the notth by the kyles of Bute whieh sepavate it frony:tho idis-

-
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