PARISH OF NEILSTON.

PRESBYTERY OF PAISLEY, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.
THE REV. ALEXANDER FLEMING, D. D,, MINISTER.

L—Torocnarity AND NaTurar HisTory.*

Name.—Traprrion has handed down various accounts of the
origin of the name. By one of these, it is derived from one of
Haco's generals, called Neill, who, with his routed division, flying
from the battle of Largs, was overtaken, in a field near Kirkton,
by the Scotch army, and slain. A tumulus, according to the
fashion of the times, was raised over his grave, and a stone set up
to mark the spot, which was called Neilstone ;—and hence the
origin of the name. Anather account is, that, in the reign of
Malcolm 111, Donald, Lord of the Isles, having raised an insur-
rection against his sovereign, was met by Malcolm, and, after a se-
vere conflict, was routed at a place called Hairlaw, on the bor-
ders, or, as some say, in the parish ;—that Neil, one of the clans-~
men of Donald, fled with the remnant of his islanders from the
plain to the hills, whither he was pursued and slain, and a stone,
set up near the village to mark the spot where he fell, was called
Neilstore, which gave the name to the surrounding district.

Both these accounts are pure fiction. We find the name of
Neilstoun given to the district, 103 years before the batile of the
Largs, and 251 years before the days of Malcolm III. The bat-
tle of the Largs was fought in 1260; and the battle of Hairlaw
in 1411: but, in the chartulary of the Abbey of Paisley, we find,
that, in the year 1160, Robert de Croc of Croestoun, assigns over
the patronage of “ NEiLsTouN” to the monks of the Abbey of
« Paisley,” on consideration that mass be regularly said there,

* In the former Statistical Account, the parish of Neilston is made to hold a con-
spicuous place. It was selected by Sir John Sinclair as one of the thiree parishes which

he had translated into French, and transmitted to the French Chamber of Comomerce;
in order to shew the progress which manufactures had made in some of our land-
ward parishes. Whether Meilston—from its vast population, its large and NUMerous
manufactories, its copious springs of purest water, its streams, rivulets, ?m] waler-
falls—holds still, amongst the landward parishes of Scotland, the same high rank it

beld in 1792, is now to be seen.
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“ pro salute animee su@.” The orthography of the name, in this
chartulary, leads to the conclusion, that Neilston took its origin
from a person called ¢¢ Neil,” its first inhabitant ; and the termi-
nation * fun”-—now pronounced town—denoting the dwelling of
the proprietor,—naturally enough gave to his place the name of
““ Neil’stun,” or ¢ Neilstoun—the town of Neill.

Situation, Extent, §ec.— Neilston lies in Latitude 55° 47 15
north; and in Longitude 4° 21’ 35" west. Its form is that of a
wedge or dovetail expanded, its narrowest part being to the
east, and its broadest to the south and south-west. Its length,
by measurement is, 8} miles, and its breadth 4} fully ; it con-
tains 86 square miles, or 24,320 imperial acres. There is
nothing in which those who have written about this parish dif-
fer more than in its length and breadth. Some make it 9 miles
long from east to west; and three miles broad on an average.
Others make it 7 miles from S. E. to N. W., and nearly half
as much in breadth, in a cross direction. Some make it to
contain 18,670 Scotch acres; others only 12,500 English acres,
One copies the errors of another, and makes it * 7 and 8 miles in
length ; and, across, its averages, about 31 miles; containing
19.56 square miles, or 12,500 acres ;”—whilst others make it 10}
in length, and 5} in breadth.

All these computations seem to be mere guesses. The last of
them does not refer to Neilston, as it now is, but as it was in an-
cient times. In this view, the last measurement, 101 x 53, is
nearly correct. Neilston proper, in olden times. included the
baronies of Knockmade and Shutterflat, which, though now dis-
Joined from Neilston, and annexed to Beith and Dunlop parishes,
in Ayrshire, are, nevertheless, still in Renfrewshire, and pay into
that county all their public burdens of cess, &c. Though dis-
joined from Neilston, their civilia still belong to it, being a dis-
Junction “ quoad sacra tantum.” From the eastern extremity of
the parish, at Robert Young’s of Parkhouse, to the Bridge of
Coldstream, or Shutterflat, which separates the old parish from
that of Beith, the distance, by measurgment, is 104 miles fully ;
and taking its average breadth from the Long Loch to Cawpla’-
Dam, it will be fully 5 miles, But the accurate length and
breadth of Neilston, as it is at present, is that noted above.

Bewndaries—0On the east, Neilston i= bounded by Eastwood -
parish ; on the south by Mearns; on the S. W. by Stewarton and
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Dunlop; on the W. by Beith and Lochwinnoch ; and on the N.
by the Abbey FParish of Paisley, which runs parallel to it for
about eight miles.

Topographical Appearances.— Properly speaking, there are no
mountain ranges in this parish, though it has quite a Highland sce-
nery to the west. The surface is exceedingly irregularand uceven.
On its eastern boundary, the land is flat; in the south and west
parts, it is hilly, having an elevation from 400 to nearly 900 feet
above the level of the Clyde, at the Broomielaw. Here and there,
the ground rises into small hills of considerable height. The
highest hills are the Pan, and Corkindale-law, which rise from
B20 to about 800 feet above the sea. These are separated by
a parrow valley, or ravine, through which the great turnpike
road from Glasgow and Paisley runs till it enters Ayrshire. The
Pad range of hills extends for about two and a-half miles; and
the Corkindale-law range, with those of the Ferencze, stretch
from east to west, fully four miles. The Pad range gradually
slope to the valley or ravine, and has a northern exposure, as
does also that of Corkindale-law, whose declivities have a southern
exposure of very great beauty. Through this valley, the water of
Levern flows for miles to the east. To the west, the valley leads
along the lovely banks of Loch-Libo, which, in our opinion, ex-
cells in picturesque scenery, Rydal water in Cumberland !

From the Fad, the view to the east is as prand as it is extensive.
But it is from Corkindale-law where a view presents itself, uori-
valled in beauty and extent by any in the west of Scotland, from a
similar elevation. It commands, in a fine clear day, the half of
the counties of Scotland. The spot on which you stand is a
small piece of table-land, not more than forty yards square.
From this, the hill slopes in all directions. On locking north,
you have Dumbarton rock; the vale of the Leven; Smollet’s
monument ; Loch Lomond, and some of its islets, and Benlo-
mond in the back ground, with the whole range of the Gram~
pians ! Looking east, the city of . Glasgow and its suburbs :
and the whole vale of the Clyde, from Hamilton te Kilpatrick,
with the hills of Kilpatrick, Campsie, and top of Dunmayock ;
the western Lomonds of Fife, Bathgate, and Pentland hills,
and Tinto from his base to the top. From thence you have the

- tract of the whole run of the Clyde, from its source till it joins the
Atlantic ocean. On looking south, you have the Lead, Comnock,
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and Sanqubar hills, with others in Kirkeudbrightshire ; whilst far

in the distance you have, on a very clear day and in a humid atmo-
sphere, the tops of Skiddaw and Saddleback in Cumberland. These
are distinctly seen in this state of theatmosphere, through theravine
which stretches onwards between Tinto and the Cumnock hills.

Lurning to the south-west, a rich and variegated prospect meets
the eye: The pleasure groundsof Eglintoun ; the extended plain
of Ayrshire, with its many noblemen’s seats, and princely lawns,
Irvine spire, the Troon and the mouth of Ayr harbour, with the
lands around it ; Brown Carrick hil), Lochryan, some of the hills
in Galloway; the mountains of Morn and Newry, in Ireland, and
the beautiful rock of Ailsa standing like a sugar-loaf, in the midst
of the ocean, with the 'whole sweep of the waters from Donagha-
dee to Irvine harbour,

In a fine, bright, calm, summer, or autumnal evening, nothing
can surpass the splendour of the scene; especially when there is
alded the muititude of fishing-boats plying on its waters and about
its harbours; the stately steamers going to and returning from
Liverpool, Dublin, and Belfast ; and at times the West India fleets,
with all canvas set, hastening to their destined ports. These, with
the romantic island of Arran, and its lofty Goatfield as a skreen to
it, on the west south-west, form a scene, unparalleled by any with
which we are acquainted, or have ever beheld in Scotland, En-
gland, or Ireland.

Meteorology.—The temperature of the atmosphere here is, at
all times, very various. In the parish, there are three distinet oli-
mates, and, therefore, to have an exact account of the weather in
it, an observatory would be necessary in each of them,

But though we have no public artificial observatory, with its ther-
mometers, to mark the various degrees of heatin the parish, we have
a natural one, which never deceives, viz. the leaf of the poplar tree,
In the neighbourhood of Barrhead, and all the leve! district around
it on the east, which is the firss climate, the weather is much
milder. There, the leaf of the poplar appears ten days before it
18 seen In the second district, which begins at the parting of the
roads to Neilston and Irvine, a little above Mr Cunningham’s re-
servoir, and stretches on to about a mile to the west of Netlston
village ; and in the #hird district, the leaf of the poplar is not
seen for a fortnight after it is out at Neilston. In all these three
districts, the change of climate is remarkable. No one ever came
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to the separation of the two roads above-mentioned, who did not
feel immediately a sensible difference, let the weather be what it
may. The consequences are, the farmer, in the first drstrmt had
his operdtions finished three weeks earlier in spring than thosein the
third, and the same interval, near];,r, takes pl}me in harvest.

Owing to its geographical position, the rain that falls here, with
the high winds, storms, and tempests, which accompany it, is
greater than in most of the parishes around. The parish stands,
as it were, on an isthmus, between the Friths of Forth and Clyde.
From its great elevation, it has the whole sweep of the east winds
from the Frith of Forth to the Atlantic Ocean; and which, in
April and May, [requently traverse it with great violence, But it
is from the S, W. and W. whence our storms and tempests, and delu-
ges of rain, generally come. From these quarters, the wind prevails
nearly three parts of the year. At times, especially in winter, its
power is tremendous, and strikes with such force as if it would
overturn by its fury, not only trees and houses, but mountains
from their base. It seems, on such occasions, to be the land of
storms. :

The cause of these storms and tempests here i1s very obvious.
The parish lies, as already noticed, between the two Friths, or ra-
ther between the Atlantic and German Oceans. The temperature
of the German Ocean, owing to its shallowness and narrowness,
gets sooner cooled and sooner heated than the Atlantic, with its
great breadth and depth of water. Hence the cold winds, rush-
ing from Mount Caucasus in spring, along the Baltic, cool the
German Ocean with great rapidity, and, hurrying to the Atlantic,
to keep up the equilibrium of the temperature there, give us
those m]d chilly eastern blasts in April and May, which, with
their hoar, are so unhealthy.

The converse of this takes place, so soon as the German G-::ean
and Continent get hested, to a higher temperature, than the At-
lantic. The colder winds of the Atlantic, rushing to the east,
where the atmosphere has become rarified, create the storms and
tempests so common in the higher districts of this parish. Rushing
from the S. 8. W., there isnot a single obstacle to break their sweep
from Donaghadee to the Neilston-hills. Hence it happens that
no extremity of weather continues for more than twelve hours,
without modification.

Possessing such a variety of climate, it is natural to suppose that

the parish must be very unhealthy, ‘That it is not more so than
RENFREW. X
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the parishes around, the following tables, constructed in 1828, by
Charles Ritchie, M.D., will demonstrate. . Whilst the state of the
parish remains the same, as then, they may be considered as appli-
cable to its population, and must be valuable, to the statist and ac-
tuaries of Life Insurance offices,

It is true that the state of disease will be modified, increased,
or diminished, by the nature of the seasons: by the different
kinds of food, clothing and lodging ; by moral, or immoral habits,
and by the aflections, or temperament of mind which are cherished
or indulged in. Making allowance for all these, the amount of
sickness and deaths may be pretty accurately ascertained from the
following tables.
' No. L.

Abstract of amount of Sickness in Friendly Societies,

T 7 Yearly Average | Kate poer @ik ]
w | Elg Number. per annum. | ‘Verage. r
S @l &2 _— e
' e [ -
NN .18
SEI2E 2 | L|E] % |3 25 |5F
A= BlZl 3 mia | @ ~ | ='5igs!
|-= ""; ] H FIE =l = ;
) i a—‘., o5 .Iri i
a ———— |I T — T — e | . ———— —
. A Male Bociety of 30 --l
years’ standing, .  13930[414/45  131[13.80] 1.50] 10.5% | 1.14
2,"A Male Society 27 |
years' standing, « 11043/18] IHI 72 6.7010.66] 5.30 | 0.92
3. A Male Society 286
years' standing, . TE41 1360130 120 80(13.84 | 1.50] 11.46 L 24
4. A Male Society 20 | '
years' standing, . 1605/ 147] 8 80.25 7.35|0.45] 9.15 | 0-58 |
Total of Males, 404. (41.69 | 4.11| 40.44 | 3.86 [10.11] .9¢
5. A Female Society 6 "
ears’ standing, ] 328 18] 2/ 54.66) 2.6610.33 4.86 4.60
6- A Female Society 6
years' standing, . 564| 66| 0| o4, [11. Lo L1590 | 1.59
P Total of chﬂl.f,'..._ ) .[lm._ﬁfjllﬂ.ﬁﬂ L83 16.56  2.19 | 8.28} i.9

No, 1I1.
Ciomparative Sickness in different Trades in Neilston Parish.
Number in  Number

Trades. soclefics. stek. Froporition,
Wrights, . 463 25 I in I8R5
Calico-printers, B52 49 lini7.4
Farmers, . 154 a7 1in 13110
: Cotton-spinners, 754 a9 Fim 1227
L.abourers, . 1625 170 Iin #9.58
Smiths, : . 192 b5 l in #.8
Bieachers, " 825 04 ! in 8.77
Weayers, . . 9325 377 I in B.77
Tailors, . 204 432 lin 6.2
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No. 1L

Comparative Numbers of Adults and Children treated in General
Practice during, Two Years,

1825, 1826,
Alales. Females. |Children, Males. | Females, jChildren.
Siok |Died|Sick. DMed|Sick |Dhed Sick.[Died|Sick. Died|Siek. {}l'.l:l'“
JHIJJ;.I_'}T;-M 13 o |28 1 o 1 8 o) iz i & L]
Falbruary, L] 0|24 0| 25 4 b L1 3 0Dq1a 1
March, . il i |13 0] 18 2 18 L] 1E ] O} 10 1
April, . 18] 2|15 o 8] O iz o] #! eli5] 1
May, - 4 2/ 19| 015} 0 4| 0| 13| 0[26 ; 1
June, . G 3| 29 1] 13 2 ] 0] 12 (1] ] L]
July, . o) 1{=23| 2|12| 0 100 o| 8| 016 ] 0
August, . ;17| 0116 2|24} 2 0| 120 0|20 1
September, ity O} i4 I ) 1 io 1| 1l 0l 18 O
{ctober, . 12 1 Ly i id 3 15 0 10 115 1
November, | of I6 o) 1Ll 2 11 1 4 1iln | 2
December, 12 | L] 0 7 O 12 0|13 1 E 12 1
278 | 17 {341 | 12 lasn 1 26 |
No. 1IV.
Abstract of Bunals in Neilston for Four Years.
- J023. | I824.| 1825, 1826,
sl18 5 la g . i & = £ .
1 ] =1 = f b | |8 =
AR EE S HER
S j = '.g:' = I'-'EI -
January, 53 B84 18] 4 9| 13 | 4 ][,I"_]-:_
February, - 2 2l 4|54 867137613
March, " 13l sl 814 6ol olio] 10| 3 7l 10
April, . . algl16 |43l 7l a6f1o]l27 o
May, . Sy 4| 4f 3 7|6 4 10 | 2 I'E i3
Jumne, .« o+ s NN 643 T2 2 4|34 T
July, . slgl 3l2 1] 3 6¢2 8|3 2 5
Auvgust, . . d % T i6p2e 765 103 4 6
September, . 5l A1) |84l 7|74 0T B
October, 5/ 81 13 {0 5| 5 4 & 10 |2 1| 3
Novemmber, fi 10§ 7F 4[1 9 1 10| 2|6 &
December, 1 lﬁ_ Of 21 €l s 70 12 | 5 o ki
3451|105 |1245i8567/63| 130 |341781107
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Of these there Died,

l 1z, ! 1424, Ldzo.  luzd
-Iﬂd'\.._-l\.l\.l“—' I. - ] .I --__

(2] E[ LN ] .
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Under ] year, gl 4] o G &) 10 F 6] B 11
1 and under 2, 10| 8] 19 gl 8| 16 { 5| 8| 13
o 51 8llo| 19 53] 86| 8|13
] 10,| 2| 2] 4 413 712 4] &
10 20,| 4| 3] ¥ 4/ 6} 10 [ 3} 5! 8
20 30, 6] 6] 14 a2ld4] 712197 0
an 40,1 3[ 71 10 20 1210} 4| 4
40 50,1 2 0] 3 6] 4| 10 | 0| 6| @
S0 60, 5 1f & Bl 27 T1214] 6
G0 70,1 4] 5] 0 1] 8| 19 13| 6| %
70 75,1 1| 3] 4 202 436 9
ri fo,) 2111 3 T 813 4
BO B5. | 0 4] 4 2 2¢ 40/ 0! o
85 90,0 4] 0] 4 /2] G| 2 4| 6
20 85,1 1| 1] 2 of 1] 1[0 1] 1
95 100, 0l 0] O ifjo] 1o 2 2
54151 {106 | H?IH.‘!JISH |94 -.-::]m:.f

From these tables, the following remarks are warranted - In
1823, the number of funeraly amounted, in a population of 7000,
exclusive of still-born children, to 129 ; giving a mortality of one
in 54.26 persons annually. In 1824, it was 110, being one in
63.64. In 1825, it stood at’ 130, or one in 53.84 ; and in 1826,
it fell to 107, being one death to 65.42,

In 1825, the number of still-born children was 14, being as one
in 9.28. In 18286, to 6, or one in 17.83. 'These included, the
real bill of mortality of this parish will amount, during these two
years, so high as one death in every 54.47 persons per annum,

It appears from the registers, that a most important difference
obtains in the relative mortality of the upper and lower districts of
the parish. In the former, it amounted in 1825 to 50, and in
1826 to 37 deaths, or to one death only in 66.11 persons per an-
"num; while in the latter (the lower distriet,) the deaths were 74
in 1825, and 76 in 1826, or as l!igh as one in 48,51 persons per
annum. )

The facts which account for this mighty difference, are the
greater density of the population in the lower than in the upper
district; the greater poverty of the iuhabitants, a greater propor-
tion of them being Irish, and almost exclusively oceupied at public
works, in trade, or as common labourers, These will perhaps suffi-
ciently account for this striking contrast in the rate of mortality,
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without obliging us to seek for its causes in those differences of
climate which are peculiar to each district in this extensive parish.

“ The inequality between the males and females is no less strik-
ing. In the former, the deaths during four years were 197; in
the latter, 280, exclusive of children still-born. In the three years
previous to 1826, the number of female deaths, according to the
lists, was 157, or six less to the corresponding number of the other
sex; while in that year, in reality, they amounted to 73, or 39
more than the males, Of these, one-third took place below 10
years of age, and one-half below 30. 'This difference arises per-
haps from registration being neglected.

# The proportion of deaths under 10 years of age 1n 1825 and
1826 in the parish, was, exclusive of 20 still-born, as 104 to 257,
or 1 in 2.47, or about 40 per cent. of the whole deaths. From all
these facts, it is obvious that the probability of human life here is
not great, seeing that two-thirds of the whole population are cut
off below thirty years of age. The average of all the persons dying
here in 1825 and 1826, exclusive of still-born children, was as high
as 34.790.

¢ Important differences also appear in the different classes of
which the population is composed ;—the average ages of the persons
belonging to the agricultural population dying in 1825 and 1826
being 60.05 ; the Scotch manufacturing population being 33.67,
whilst the Irish population was so low as 30.19.” Yet in the upper
wards, many attain to a great age. *

Hydrography.—This parish, being inland, has no friths inter-
secting it; but it abounds with streams and springs of the purest
water. Some of these bubble up from the soil, others from the
solid rock. 'They are almost all perennial, though, in the end of
very dry summers, there is, in a few of them, a less ahundant sup-
ply. At Neilston there are three wells on the glebe, cne at the
Kirkhill, and one at the Butter Well, which have withstood the
most prolonged droughts, and are of the finest water.

The largest spring in the parish is that one * Adboon the Brae,”
which issues from the solid rock, discharging no less than 42 im-
perial gallons every minute, 2520 in the hour, or 60,480 a-day,
or 22,146,200 imperial galions per annum. Itis the chief spring
which supplies the Waterside Bleachfield, belonging to.Andrew

* For a tabular view of the prevalent distempers connected with the district, sco
the. Glusgew Medical Journal, Vol. i.
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Chalmers, Esq. who bimself carries on the work, and who has a
long lease of it.

Streams and rivulets abound in the parish ; but the chief of
them are the Levern, Kirkton-burn, the Brock, and Cawpla Rill.

The lochs are three,—the Long-Loch, Loch-Libo, and Caw-
pla-Loch. The extent of the first is about a mile in length and
haif a mile in breadth, with an average depth of from 16 to 18 feet.
Loch-Libo, in fizure nearl ¥y an oval, contains about 16 acresin length
and 14 in breadth. Its depth 1s unknown ; but it is very consider-
able in the centre. [t is the source of Lugton-water, which runs
west, and, after beautifying the country and extensive pleasure-
grounds of Eglinton, it falls into the Garnock, a little way below
Kilwinning. The Cawpla-Loch is tolerably large in winter, but
small in summer. Neither about it nor the Long-Loch is there
any scenery ; but Loch-Libo presents 2 seene of unparalleled beau-
ty. Its lofty hills, on both sides, are wooded with fine old trees to
the water’s edge. Its oblong or oval figure pleases the eye, while
its smooth and glassy surface, disturbed only by the heron, wild
and teal-duck, swimming and fishing upon it, give it animation,
Standing at the turn of the road, as you ascend northward, above
the Shillford toll-bar, and looking west, when the sun, in a fine
summer evening, is pouring his rays upon it, its effect is enchanting.

Besides these lochs, there are other large artificial collections
of water called reservoirs. 'The Hairlaw reservoir covers 72 acres
of flow-moss, and is 16 feet deep. Comore reservoir covers 16
acres, and is about 24 feet in depth. The reservoir to the north
of the Pad covers 14 acres, and is 16 feet deep. To these we add
the Kirkton and Walton dams, each of which contains a consi.
derable body of water.

The source or feeder of Hairlaw and Comore is the Long-Loch ;
the source of the Pad isa small stream to the west of it. The Kirkton-
dam rises to the south of the Pad, and is fed by the streamiets that
descend from that hill, and the moors to the south-west. The
Walton-dam has its origin from a small rill that takes its rise be
tween the Snypes farm and Upper Walton.

The chief stream, however, is the LeverwN, which has its source
in the Long-Loch, and which divides the parish for nearly four
miles indo two parts. Its direction is first to the north, then to
the north-east, and, finally, from Crofthead to the east, till it enters
the Abbey parish, west of the Hurlet. It passes Neilston and Barr-
head on the north, the Hurlet on the south, and falls into the White

1 The University af Edinburgh




NEILSTON. 317

Cart near Cruikston Castle, so famed from Mary Queen of Scot-
land having fled from it after the battle of Langside. The banks
of this stream, from Waterside Field to the Dovecotehall, is thick
set with population and public works. On its banks, are three large
bleachfields, four printfields, a corn and chipping mill, and six
large cotton-mills, giving employment to a vast number of men,
women, and children,—all active and industrious.

On the stream flowing from the Kirkton dam, there are four
bleachfields, two of them amongst the largest in the county,—one
printfield for Turkey red dyeing and ealico printing-—containing 112
tables, and employing, in all, 500 hands ; two coal-pits, one mill
for net working, which is now enlarging to double its former size,
one corn-mill, and one iron-foundery. On the banks of the Wal-
ton stream, called the Brock, after leaving Walton dam, there is one
bleachfield, and two extensive printfields for calicoes of all kinds,
garments, silk shawls, &ec. &c. Both these streams join the Levern.
The Kirkton, at Cross Arthurlie, after a run north-east of about
two miles, the Brock, after a run north-east, falls into the Levern,
about six or seven miles from its source. The velocity of all
the three streams till they reach the level ground is very cousider-
able. Being shallow, their temperature is at times as high as from
40° to 45°,

Owing to the height of their sources from the plane, there are
on them some fine cascades. Above Midgehole, on the Levern,
there are two splendid ones. There is another above South Arthur-
lie field, and a third at Brownside. But the loveliest of them all are
those at the Killock-Glen. ‘There, in perfect miniature, are seen
the three falls on the Clyde, Bonnyton, Corra, and Stonebyres.

Geology and Mineralogy.— The minerals are the same here in
general as in the parishes around. Lime and ironstone are found
in great abundance, both in the east and west extremities of the
parish. Ores of no kind save ironstone are found here.

In truth, beyond the usual appearances of trap-rocks, this parish
affords nothing new or interesting to the geologist. But, if 1t con-
tains nothing peculiar, it has long been known as a rich field to
the collectors of mineralogical specimens.

The most numerous and interesting of these belong to the zeo-
. lite family. They are to be seen in various parts of the parish,
but are more especially found in the greatest plenty and variety near
Hartfield.

Prehnite 15 the most common of all these minerals to be met

£ The Universtty of Edinbrurgh



318 RENFREWSHIRE.

with near Hartfield. It is there found beautifull y erystallized, hav-
ing abroad, rectangular, four-sided prism, rather flatly feoilled in the
extremities.

The first specimen, examined by Werner, was brought from the
Cape of Good Hope, by Colonel Prehn; hence the name of
Prehnite, by which it is distinguished. It was then not SUPPOS-
ed to be found in Great Britain, but some time afterwards it was
found near Dumbarton by Mr Grotche ;* and since, abundance of
it has been picked up in the Hartfield moss. ‘That the specimen
picked up by Grotche at Dumbarton was carried down, with others,
by the Cawpla stream into the Clyde, and by the Clyde, rolled down
to Dumbarton, is extremely probable, as prehnite is not found
in any other parish in the West of Scotland, known to us. It is
curious, indeed, that its formation should be in the middle of moss.
We have found large specimens of it so imbedded,—and not very
many years ago, sent a most splendid specimen of it, picked up by us,
to the late amiable and talented Professor of Natural History in
the University of Glasgow, Mr Lockhart Muirhead. The cele-
brated Brochaat, it is said, could not rest satizfed till he visited
the place of its formation, Hartfield Moss, and took away with him
some of the finest specimens he could find. +

Analcime, or Hexahedral zeolite, is the most common ofall those
minerals found at the same spot. That it has also been carried
down by the waters from Hartfield, though picked up at Dumbar-
ton, is probable. In general, this crystal presents only one modifi-
cation, viz. the twenty-four-sided crystal with trapezoidal faces of
greater or less regularity. The primitive form of its erystal is a
cube ; sometimes it is found erystallized in cubes, in which each
solid angle is acuminated by three faces. It is ofien found some-
what transparent. One beautiful crystal of this primitive form was
found by Lord Greenock in a quarry near Caldwell. This crys-
tal, though at times seen transparent, is generally opaque. A few
specimens occur of a red flesh-colour, but these are very rare.

Chabasite, or Rhombohedral zeolite, is found in the same situa-
tion, but it also is comparatively of rare occurrence. The primi-
tive rhombohedral erystal is by much the most common. The
mest {requent modification consists in the truncation.of one, two,
or three angles; the truncation itself being often very deep. Itis
usually found white, and somewhat transparent, with a streak of
green running through it, which renders it very pretty,

Red Stilbite, or Heulandite, is of frequent occurrence,

* ¥Yide Ann. de Chim. i. 213. {1 Brochant, i 295,
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Thoemsonite, or Orthotomous zeolite, occurs in great abundance
at the same fertile spot. It presents the usual radiated structure,
with occasionally beautiful terminations.

Laumenite, or Diatomous zeolite, one of the least common of
the zeolite family, i1s found at the same place.

Ores imbedded in the frap rocks which abound here, are
scarcely ever found. Assuredly no veins of manganese, lead, or
copper, are known to us. When examining some stone dikes
built of olden time, with the late lamented and talented Walter
Moody, Esq. of Glasgow, we found stones in which were imbed-
ded rich specimens of copper ore. In none of the rocks we have
examined have animals, shells, or plants been found imbedded or
buried, The only thing found, deeply imbedded in some of ou
coal mines and mosses, are trunks of large trees, in the transition
state to coal.

Soils.—These are as diversified as the climate. There are
three marked and distinct soils in the parish. That on the eastern
division (which is flat land,) is of a dry loamy nature, mixed occa-~
sionally with gravel, and resting here and there upon freestone, but
generally upon a substratum of stiff till or clay. It is fit for all
kinds of crops. The middle district, which is hilly, has for its sub-
soil chiefly rotten rock, or porphyry. Hence its surface is com-
monly dry, and free of wet standing on it. Itis ﬁtter however,
for pasture than cropping; and hence the dairy is the first and
greatest care of the farmers there, as by its produce they chief.-
ly pay their rents, The soil is of the same nature as that of
the Mearns, and produces the finest butter. Its pasturage is ex<"
cellent. The third district is composed of bent moor and deep
black moss ; much of which is capable of great improvement, under
a proper system of draining and planting. The sides of the hills
afford good grazing, and produce as fine cattle for the shambles as
any in the country, whiist the table-lands on the hiil tops with the
moors are excellent for rearing young cattle. A very few sheep-
are kept in the parish. Many swine are reared, but goats are un-

known.
The improvements made on the Hartfield estate show what

can be done on our mosses, moors, and hill-sides: From a few
hundred pounds of rent, when Robert Fulton, Esq. of Maxwel.
ton, the late highly I'E!%Pﬂbtelil pmprmtur of Hartlield, purchased it
from the Milliken family, its rent is now raised, by his improvements
and other means, to about L. 2000 yearly. *

* Five hundred acres of the moss and meor of Hartfield, formarly rented at L. 30,
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By dividing these mosses and moors into fields of fifty acres
broad, and 60 or 70 long,—throwing around each field a strong,
broad belt of planting ; by draining it till it is perfectly dry, and then
laying upon it from 110 to 130 bolls of lime peracre, to lie two or
three years on the sward, before the ground is broken up, and
when it is broken up, (which should be done in November at the
latest, that so the frosts and thaws of winter may operate upon
it ;}——by sueh or similar means, much of it may, by seed-time, be
brought into mould. By this management, erops of corn, barley,
rye, potatoes, carrots, cabbages, turnips and cole-seed, may be
plentifully obtained ; and, under Judicious and well conducted im-
provement, a return had, not of 10, but of 30 or 40 per cent. per
annum.  More than this has been frequently realized from the out-
lay ; whilst from such improvements, many advantages are derived,
such as enlarging the rent-roll; beautifying and ornamenting the
estates, and increasing their value ; exciting industry among their ten-
aniry ; multiplying the means of human food, and_jthereby produ-
cing cheaper markets. If he was deemed a patriot who made two
stalks of grass to grow, where only one grew before, he certainly
has a better title to the name, who makes abundant crops for hu-
man food to rise from the barren heath. We bid Colonel Mure
and Mr Speirs look to what has been done by the late and pre.
sent worthy and respectable proprietors of Hartfield and Fereneze.
They have done much ; but they, too, have still much to do, ere
their moors be reclaimed and made productive,

Mines.-—Saving those of coal, free and whinstone, there are no
other mines in this parish, Freestone is wrought at Upla-moor,
—it is a fine pillar, and of great depth. Whiunstone is wrought
at Brownside to a considerable extent. More than 6000 vards are
taken out of it yearly.

<ovlogy.~—In this department, there is nothing that is rare. We
have all the domestic animals, and of the best kinds, The un-
domesticated guadrupeds are, the fox, the polecat, the weasel, and
the hedgehog. The otter and badger make thejr appearance but
rarely, Grouse abounds in the higher district of the parish. The
blackeock is to be met with, as also pheasants ; and in the middle
and lower districts, partridges are often abundant. Snipes, wild
teal ducks, plovers, and herons frequent all our mosses, and

are now, in consequence of these improvements, says Mr Wilson, 1812, ¢ let at
L. 495" Mr Fuliom persavered, + and out of 675 acres of very deep and soft mess,
450 acres have been reclaimed.” Hence the rise of the rental, as above.
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moors, and Jochs. The common migratory birds make their an-
nual appearance at their proper seasons. The cuckoo and swal-
low, the curlew, lapwing, and stonechat in spring; and in the
end of autumn and beginuing of winter, the woodeock and field-
fare. 'The Birds are, the sparrow, sparrow hawk ; the thrush and
blackbird ; the lark, grey and green linnet ; the bullinch and yel-
low-hammer ; the golden-crested wren; the blue titmouse, the
chaffinch, and starling ; which last, though rare for many years, has
again appeared in considerable numbers.

The water-crow and stonechat are disappearing ; and the long-
eared, brown, and barn owl is found only inhabiting some lone-
ly tower. 'The raven, crow, jackdaw, and magpie abound. The
last is the most ferocious and destructive of all the other birds ; and,
though rewards have been offered for every-one qf them that is shot,
they cannot be rooted out.

This parish is not famous for the breed of any species of cattle.
The only thing in which it is remarkable 1s its breed of milch-
cows. Every thing has been attempted for their improvement.
‘The Ayrshire cow was crossed for a time with the Alderpey and
Guernsey breed.  T'his produced more butter, but less milk, and
the breed was given up, Now the chief attention of farmers here,
in the middle district, is to improve, as much as possible, the Ayr-
shire cows in all their varieties.®

T he fishesinour lochs are pereh, pike, and trout. Trout is found
in abundance in the Long-loch : pike and perch, large, and very
fine and abundant, in Hairlaw reservoir and Loch-Libe ; and trout
is found also in Cawpla-Loch. In the streams, trout of a par-
ticular kind are found, equal in all respects to the char in the
lakes of Cumberland. Great abundance of thesgy and of the
common species of trout, with uncommonly large and fine eels,
are found in the small reservoirs attached to the mill-lades of cot-
ton-mills, and other large bleaching manufactories. When these
reservoirs are drained for cleaning, trout are taken in great num-
bers; some of them from 12 to 16 inches long, and thick in pro-
portion. For a time after the printfields were set down the fish

. ® The writer of this article sold one of the mized Alderney, or Guernsey breed, to
the late William Finlay, ¥sq. Senior, of T'rees, in this parish. She produced, per
week, for the theee flush months, elever pounds of butter ! but comparatively Jittle
milk in proportion. At the same time, the present minister of Dunlop had = large
fine cow, of the pure Ayrshire breed, which gave, during the three flush months,
twenty-one Scoteh pinta of milk in the day, as taken from the cow. These foacts are
well ascertained, and mark the peculior difference between the eross and the pure

Ayrshire breed.
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deserted the Levern. The first emptying of their dye-stuffs and
other dedris into the stream poisoned them ; they were found dead
next morning on its margin in great numbers. They have, how-
ever, long ago returned, though not feeding in that part of the
Levern wherein the debris is thrown. The salmon left it entirely,
and have never, so far as known, made their appearance since the
water was thus polluted, though before they came in numbers to
spawn at the season,

All the insects injurious to vegetation in general, and to fruit-
trees, and to currant and gooseberry bushes, in particular, are as
abundant here as in the parishes around. Every method has been
employed for their destruction, but all in vain. Last year, the grub
and the wire-worm produced dreadful ravages,

Botany.— All the plants used for culinary purposes are grown with
us, and need not here be specified. Those for medicinal purposes
are, foxglove ( Digitalis purpurea,) valerian (Valeriana officinalis,)
hemleock ( Conium maculatum,) tormentil ( £ ormentilla erecta.) The
first is found growing on a bare and rocky soil, small and stunted in
its form and appearance, but most powerful in its applicationas ame-
dicine. Thesecond is commonlythe inhabitant of the low and marshy
grounds about Barrhead. The third delights, like the foxglove,
in a bare and rocky situation, or loves the she}ter of an old dry
dike, where it rises into great vigour ; and the fourth, like the
moorfowl, loves the heather, and is found fiourishing amongst the
heath in great plenty and luxuriance.

‘The plantations are few and scanty. The timber which grows to
the greatest size is the beech, the plane, the ash, and the spruce.
Some of these latter kind are found about Caldwell and Glander-
ton, both of gonsiderable age and size. It is much to be regret-
ted-that plantations at once so profitable and so ornamental, are
so few in this parish.

IL.—Civir HisTony.

In this department the parish is rich. From one of its ancient
proprietors the present reigning family has sprung. In the twelfth
century, Stewartof Darnly married the sole heiressof Robertde Croc,
who at that time held the Lordship of Neilston, Darnly, and Croc-
ston. These he made over to his daughter, from whom sprang the
Earls and Dukes of Lennox, and of whom was Darnly, the husband
of Mary, father of James VL of Scotland, and first of England.

For long, it was a parish of gentlemen, noted for their prowess
and amenity of manners, Crawford, in his * History of Renfrew-

4
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shire,” published in 1710, gives a very full account of the families -
in or belonging to it in olden times. Passing from the house

of Stewart, the Lordship of Neilston, he says, came by marriage

into that of Cunningham of Craigends. It soon went from them,

and was, in the course of years, divided, as now, amongst a num-

ber of proprietors.

A cadet of the noble family of Darnly held Arthurlie; Glan-
derston was possessed by the ancient and highly respectable family
of the Mures of Caldwell ; Neilston-side was held by a descend-
ant of Sir Willlam Wallace’s family of Elderslie ; the barony of
Side belonged to a cadet of the honourable house of Skelmurlie ;
Cowdon-hall was long possessed by the distinguished family of the
Spreiills, and by Sir William Cochrane, afterwards first Earl of Dun-
donald. Not one of all these have now a house in the parish, noran
acre of land in it, saving Lord Glasgowand Colonel Mure. Allhas
changed hands. What astrikinglesson ! ¢ Sic transit gloriamundi.”
One remarkable trait of character in the inhabitants of Neilston
from its earliest history is their ardent love of civil and religious
liberty. In the Reformation they took an active interest. The
persecution of the Presbyterians by the infamous and profligate
Charles 1L, roused Colonel Wallace, a descendant of Neilston-
Side, to march with his followers to Pentland, William Mure,
then of Caldwell, felt his spirit stirred within him at Charles’s
cruelty, and, placing himself as captain of a company of horsemen,
who met at Shutterflat, resolved to march forward to join the army
of the Covenanters at Pentland. The traitorous conduct of Max-
well of Blackston broke up this meeting ; eachreturned to his home,
and though not near Pentland, all who attended it were either
driven into exile, or had their estates forfeited.

The large estates of Caldwell were given to General Dalziel.
Sentence was passed in absence, and this goocd and worthy per-
son died in exile, leaving his pious lady and four orphans, destitute
of all visible means of subsistence.*

Liising in 1819.— With this affair of Shutterflat, we connect

® Of the sufferings of this emineotly devout lady and ber family after the exile
nnd death of her husband,—of their retiring to Glaggow, and supporting themselves by
their own industry,~of their being tranaported to Blackness Castle, and kept in close
confinement for years, under a fhise accusation of keeping conventicles,—of the barsh
treatment they met with there,—40f the Council refusing liberty to Lady Caldwell
to go to Mr Sandilands of Hilderston to see her dying daughter,—ofher offer to take
a guard with her, yea, to maintsin the whole garrison as a guard if they pleased,
while she was deing her last aad duty to her child; of all these facts, we leave Wod-
row to tell, only remerking on the tyranny and cruelty which could refuse so hu-
mane and so reasonable a request to a mother, ’ : :
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the modern history of an event, the results of which sheuld afford
a lesson of useful and awful import to those who fear not God, nor
honour the King, but meddle with them who are given to change.

The 1st day of April 1819 was on a Sunday. Associations for
reform had, on that and the preceding years, been frequent in
England, and Ireland, and Scotland. A regular system was form-
ed, and an active correspondence carried on amongst them all.
The wildest theories about liberty and equality were broached and
promuigated, with ardour and unwearied diligence. ‘The different
Associations had their times and places of meeting regularly fixed.
In these, the Spencean doctrines found willing, and resolute advo-
cates. This Spencean plan was to divide the whole lands in the
nation among the people ; perfect equality in the division being the
rule of distribution, so that no one should have mere than another.
In the meantime, rumours of a general rising of the people through-
out the empire to obtain this end, were circulated with great indus-
try by the radical reformers. Whether the director of the move-
ment intended only a hoax, according to the custom of foolery on
this day of the year, is best known to himself; but this is certain,
that during the night, or early on the Sunday morning, a flaming
proclamation, announcing the rising, was placarded upon all the
church doorsin town and country, stating that the insurrection was
to begin that day in London, and in the chief towns of England
and Ireland, and ecalling upon the reformers here to be ready to
join them, threatening instant death to all who opposed them.

On that Sunday morning, the writer of this could not understand
what attraction was about the church gate. He saw the chiefs of
reform in motion, hastening to the gate, and looking mighty big
when turning away from it. Understanding that the cause of this
excitement was the proclamation referred to, the minister preach-
ed a sermon from the following text: % Put them in mind to be
subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be
ready to every good work, to speak evil of no man, to be no
brawlers, but gentle, showing all meekness unto all men.” This
produced the happiest consequences in-the parish. Except by the
musical band, and a few wrong-headed men like themselves, the
operatives resolved to attend their work as usual. ‘T'o their-ho-
nour and credit be it told, they did so; and it was very remark -
able, that whilst the whole works of the same kind in Lanarkshire,
Dumbartonshire, Renfrewshire, and Ayrshire stood still that week,
not one of all the twenty-two large public works stood idle for a
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moment in Neilston parish. The events of that week will long be
remembered by many. The wholé of the west of Scotland wasin
agitation and alarm, save Neilston, which was comparatively quiet,
peaceable, and orderly.

This effect we mention with exultation, as an instance of the in-
fluence of the pulpit, and the necessity of having not only an ac-
tive and Gospel ministry, but also an Established Church suffi-
ciently large to admit a considerable number of the parishicners
for hearing divine service.

Eminent Men.—"The eminent men connected with this parish
in ancient times have already been noticed. Those in recent times
are scanty ; yet a few have arisen who have done honour to them-
selves and their native place. The whole of the talented family
of the Mures of Caldwell have their family erypt or vault here.
The late Baron Mure, who was eminent i his day, was a Baron
of Exchequer, Member of Parliament for Renfrewshire, a pro-
found lawyer, and an eloquent man, long the Melville for Secot-
land, was born and buried here. His grandson, the present Co-
lonel Mure of Caldwell, promises to be his superior in literary
fame. His ** Disertation on the Calendar and Zodiac of Ancient
Egypt,” exhibits profound research and extensive reading, and
places him high as an astronomer, and eminent as a scholar. His
worth, talents, and literary acquirements must socon raise him high
in his country’s estimation, and give him a name and a place in
society to which his birth and accomplishments deservedly entitle
him.

The late GGeorge Monteath, M. D)., son of Dr Monteath, for-
merly of Neilston, now of Houston, is another individual of whom
the parish has reason to be proud. His attainments in science
were considerable; but it was in his profession where his great
powers were seen and appreciated. His knowledge of the structure
of the eye and its diseases, was minute and extensive, ahd his many
operations upon it eminently successful. His quick perception and
discrimination of disease was the admiration of his brethren in the
profession, and gained for him a well-earned reputation. He died
early in life, in the midst of extensive practice, honoured, respect-
ed, and regretted by all who knew him.

We might say all this of his great rival, Dr William Young,
who was born in the same village, and about the same time, and
started with him in the same professional race. This very ‘distin-
guished individual is now enjoying in Glasgow the most extensive
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patronage, admired for his skill and ability by his brethren, as an
anatomist and pathologist, and highly esteemed by all, *

Not a few ingenious men, skilled in the combination of the
mechanical powers, have appeared in this parish. Some of these
had heads to contrive, but wanted hands to execute. The late
James Dunlop, Esq. of Linwood, united both in himself. He was
allowed by all who knew him to be a man of great ingenuity,
ekill and contrivance, and of admirable taste in mechanism,
and success crowned his well merited reputation. His son, Wil-
liam, promised fair to equal if not excel his late father: but ill
health, for a time only we trust, has stopt his career. Should
health again return, we doubt not to have from him some of those
splendid and useful combinations which have immortalized a Ro-
berts and an Arkwright.

But one of the greatest of those ingenious artisans and mecha-
nics to which this parish has given birth, was the late Mr John
'Robertson, foreman to James Orr, Esq. of Crofthead. A self-
acting mule had long been a desideratum in cotton-spinning for
more than half a century. 'What neither Crompton of Bolton ;
nor Kelly of Glasgow ; nor Buchanan of Catrine ; nor Eaton of
Derby ; nor M. de Jonge, an ingenious Frenchman ; nor Roberts
of Manchester; nor even the talented Mr Smith of Deanston
works, could do with all their skill,— Mr Robertson, single-handed
and alone, accomplished. The process of backing off, which is
one of the most difficult to accomplish in * the self-acting mule,”
Mr Robertson contrived and finished. Mr Smith of Deanston
had, in 1833, renewed his mechabical labours, resolved, if possible,
to contrive and finish a self-actor. He had failed in 1792, with
Mr Buchanan of Catrine, to perfect the self-acting mule which
they had then contrived ; and though, in 1826, he succeeded to
contrive an effective machine for spinning low numbers, yet he found
it could not’be applied to mules of various descriptions in the trade,
as they then were and still are in general use. He therefore applied
his vigorous powers to contrive one, and was making rapid progress
when he came to hear of Mr Robertson’s contrivance respecting

*® Since the above was written, this eminent physician bas fallen a victim to his
profemsion. As physician in the Royal Infirmary of Glasgow, he had been in the
Fever Ward for about two hours, examining about seventy fever patients, when he
caught conceniraled typhus, and in a few days thereafter was no more. Thus fell
this skilful practitioner in his 47th year, Iamented by a city which had long known
and appreciated his worth. His fuperal wos one of the largest almost ever seen in
Glasgow. To his worth and ebilities all the Glasgow papers of the day bore ample

, bestimony,
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the great facility of his machine in the backing-off motion. On
seeing the simplicity and efficacy of the contrivance, and the faci-
lity of Robertson's * self-actor,” Mr Smith was struck with ad-
miration,— what all his ingenuity had not contrived was there. A
proposal for combining the powers of the two machines was made,
and a copartneryentered into by Messrs Smith and Orr for that pur-
pose. Hence, by the ingenuity of Mr Smith combining the two, he
has made a perfect self-acting mule, which will, in that trade, carry
his name with that of Robertson’s down to posterity. Great advan-~
tages will be derived from this machine, by the trade. By it, the
full-grown operative is dispensed with, and only children required
for piecing up the threads, who are now paid one-half more than
formerly. Another advantage is obtained, by the mule producing
about one-fifth more yarn, whilst thé saving upon the wages will
be about two-thirds. A third advantage it gives is, that it brings
the workers more under the control of the master. The vexation
given to the masters by the union of the workers was great. By these
unions, under the plea of protecting their trade, they annoyed and
distressed their employers time after time, with- insolent and un-
warranted interferences and restrictions. It was to get rid of this
annoyance, by a “ self-actor,” that the masters were led to make so
many attempts to dispense with their services altogether, This
they have now accomplished,—the service of children only is re-
quired. This is generally the result of all combinations ; they ul-
timately injure themselves. Another important result of this ¢ self-
actor” is, that by diminishing the wages fwo-thirds, it will enable
the spinners of GGreat Britain to compete successfully in the foreign
market with the cheap labour of the continent. These advantages
must commend this machine to the trade, which, from its simpli-
city, is not liable to breakage, nor to much tear and wear, nor to
much expense in the repair.

Land-owners.—The chief land-owners are, Alexander Spiers,
Esq. of Elderslie ; Colonel Mure, of Caldwell; The Right Honour-
able the Earl of Glasgow ; Sir Robert Pollock of that ilk ; Colonel
Fulton ; Jobn Graham, Esq. of Craigallian and Fereneze ; James.
Dunlop, Esq. of Arthurlie; William Craig, Esq. of Kirkton ;
Peter Sawers, Esq. of Craigingal; and Captain Anderson of
Broadlie, .

TasrLe or Prorenry of the whole Heritors of Neilston,

grest and small, with their valued rents respectively.

Glaoderston and Neilston side ; Caldwell part of Neilston side ; Neil-
son side ; four different parts of Comore ; Glanderston dike ; part

RENFREW. ¥
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¢f the 1..17 land of Arthurlie; ditto, ditto, ditto——Alexander Speirs,

Fﬂq ﬂfEldErﬂ{le| - !u-]?‘d!'ﬂ 9 4
Easter Caldwell ; Wester La.Id-re]l Cowdon Cmnmun_ﬂul. Mure

of Caldwell, - » 1096 13 6
Hertfield—Cal. Fu]mn, - 6831 6 8
Auehmh-ek Dubs, Park and ﬂnghnll, Lu b Lyon {,mas._hnr: o

- - 8 13 4
Mn:w % 1's L}-::m Crﬂ:ﬂ-—-—Srr Robert ];’ﬂ'l]rmk._. = - 120 6 &
Feranere —Messrs Grahams, ) &40 0O 0O
Pollock’s Arthurlie; part of Airstan’s d.m ; part qu 17 land uf' i o —

James Dunlop, .hsq. of Artherlie, - o013 &
Part of the L.17 land of do.—William Lmug, Ksqg. -:ui' Kirkton, o 4 o
Do, do.-Mr Wrylie of Carsewells, - - 8 5 @
Do, do.—Mr Stewart of Carsewells, - - 4T 6 =&
Da. do.— Peter Sawers, Esq. of Netherkirk, &ec. &eo. 44 0 &
Do. do.=-Formerly Andrew Sprouls, Esq.—John Gemmel, ]Lﬂ; M 00
Do do—Captain Anderson of Droadlie, . = an o9 0
Anderson'z part of Caldwell—Heicrs of Wood, - - 30 0 0O
Yart of the L.}7 land of Arthurlie—-Mr Ynung of Snypes, - 25 0 o
Do, do.—John Cuthbertson, Esq. of Carsewells, - 23 16 0O
High Lyon Cross—Heirs of Mr Cuthbertson, - 20 0 0
Kirkland's part of Arthurlie—John Craig of l-urcaniu, - 13 6 8
Dio. dow—Juhn Follock, Ls.q of Gireenhill, - - G613 4
Part of Pollocks Arthurlie mn possession of Willinma Lowndes, Esq. 813 4
Total of the valuation of Neilston Parish, as it now is, - L.4823 & B
Add the Annexations from it to the E"mrm]'uz:ar of Beith and Dunlop.

In Beith Farish ; Shutterflatts—Mr Stevenson, - 59 6 0O
IDo. = Feunrs, 3 7 8

In Dunlop parish, nlq.g I{nu-ckmadc Hnmny_l:ul Mure of Gﬂdelf o2 16 B

———

Amount of valuation in Nellston 'hn-f'nre anaexation, . L.5485 3 4

Parochial Registers.— Our oldest register is one of births and
baptisms. It commences in 1689, and is continued on to 1735. It
is in very bad condition, and two years are wholly awanting. The se-
cond register of births and baptisms, begins 15th May 1737, and ends
June 6, 1784. The third register of births and baptisms begins 8th
June 1784, and ends 14th March 1818. 'The fourth register of
births and baptisms commences 21st March 1813, and is now be-
ing filled up. The first register of proclamation of banns begins
28th January 1737, and ends 10th December 179). The second be-
gins 5th January 1792, and ends 21st September 1833. The third
begins 27th September 1833, and is being filled up. There is no re-
gister of deaths, on which any kind of reliance can be placed. There
is great backwardness to registration here of any kind. Regu-
larity never will be attained, tilla Parliamentarjr enactment enforce
it under penalties.

Antiquities.~In this parish, there are none. Tradition has
transmitted an account of other two rel wus hoyses, before the Re-
formation, besides the' parochial kirk: ™ ~One OF these had beeén
placed at the *“chappell,” —and methar, at-the sequestered spot
called ““Boon the Brae,” near Waterside bieachfield. - The springs
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at both places are exceedingly fine.. They were the holy wells of
the Papists in former times, and, if purity of water could confer
holiness, that name they deserved. The spring, * Boon the
Brae,” issues from the solid rock, and is one of the finest and most
copious in the parish. It is perennial. Of these chappells no
traces remain. Even the walls and foundations of them cannot be
discovered.

Tradition speaks also of a curiously carved .Danish stone; of
tumuli on the Fereneze Braes ; of battles lost and won : of human
bones dug up, enclosed in square freestone urns; of petrified
shells, and impressions of trees and animals, especially shell fishes ;
but all these have now vanished. - Large trees, imbedded deep in
the mosses or mines, are occasionally found, passing into the coal
formation; but than this no other kind of fossil is dug up.
That these have been found in the parish, in ancient times, is
most likely; but if ever they existed, they are now among the
things that were.

Modern Buildings.—There is abundance of building going
on in the parish; but there has been none of late of any conse-
quence, saving Crofthead House, the property of James Orr,
Esq. and Company ; and James Dunlop’s, Esq. of Arthurlie ; both
of which are handsome and elegant buildings.

There are a few other good houses in the parish; such as Mr
Lowndes’s, the Chappell, and Trees. None of the castles of the
old and ancient Nobility remain. Lord Glasgow, Sir Robert
Pollock of that ilk, Col. Mure, Col. Fulton, and Mr Speirs are
non-residents ; and, with the exception of a few of the smaller he-
ritors, the parish is inhabited chiefly by the proprietors or owners
of large manufactories, their foremen and operatives.

Additions have been made to different mills and public works
in the parish, some of which have been increased to nearly double
their original size. A new printfield, for all kinds of calicoes, was
erected in 1835 at South Arthurlie at great expense. At Cross
Arthurlie field, another large print-shop was built ; and additions
have been made to others. - But the most splendid-addition is
that of the Levern mill in 1834,—which consists of five storeys, 10
feet high, a sunk flat, and a garret, and is 113 feet long, and 46
feet wide, and which, joined to the old mill, makes an immense pile
of building. The materials used in these buildings are generally
freestone, though sometimes whinstone, both of ‘which are at hand
in great abundance. - T
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I1I.—ForuLaTiON.
Tasre I
The fﬂllﬁwn;g 1s the state of the population at different times.
ears. Soule,
1605 Families 2683, F1BD
1755 . . . LZ74
Males. Femsales -
1791 1187 1143 390
ia0l 1702 2094 H YR i
K8l MG 2744 4945
1821 641 2008 6540
1531 a669 K477 BO4G
1836 oLg7
Table 1. —Parl;iculars in census of 1831
Inhabited houses, TiZ
By how many Bmilles umupm-d ' . . 1518
Housea now building, N . . 5
unoceupicd, . . 13
Familiea nhieﬂ}r Etnplnyed in agricultore, . 185
manufactures and ha.mhcra.ﬁs, -, 1318
34

All other families not ineluded in these elasses,

FParsons, including children of all ages, mu]m. 354!39 I'umn'll.-:, 4477 ; mm] of
PErsOns, . . B8B4G

L]

Mnlea employed in Agrlcuiture.

Number of males 20 years old, and not older, 1679
Oocupicrs of land employing labourers, . . ¥
not employing lahourers, . ' . 67
Labourers employed in agriculture, .- ; 180
Males employed in manufactures, or in maimg machmery, . . 624

Males employed in manufactures, trade, and commerce, &ec.

Males employed in retail trade, or in baodicrall, as masters or as workmen, all
Number of wholgsale merchants, bankers, professional men, and educated per-

" -

sOn,
MNumber of hhﬂurcr: empiujrcd in lahuur not ngrlcuhur.u.l_. . 204

All other males 20 years old, (excepting servants) including retire] trndcsmcn,
superannuated labourers, and males discased in body or in mind, . 71

The causes of the unparalleled: increase of population are,—
the command of water power for driving machinery; the abun-
dance of the puvest spring water; the nearness to coals; and to
the great storehouses of manufactures in Glasgow and Paisley,

In this parish there dre no towns. The population in the vil-

lages can only be given, ,
Famifes. Individucls,

Neilston will 392 . 1879
Doveeonthall, a.rrhnnd nn{i Newl,nn H.&Iﬂun, 564 . P k=]
West Arthurlie, - . i - 79 ' 414
{Grahamston, . . . 120 . 295
Gateside, and C'tmppeﬂ. . - p 14 . 748
Crofihicad, i . . . 118 . g7
Upla moor,_ 51 . 215
No. of populstion rﬂndmg in the munu-}r of all elm

a7 . 1302

as farmers, cottars, handicrafts, &e. .
Such were the numbers at theend of the year 1835 and be-

gioning of 1836, when the census was carefully taken by theelders
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of the parish, assisted by Roman Catholics and sectarians.  Then
the whole population was, as stated, 9187, making an increase in

five years of 1141 soula.

The average of births for the last seven years, is . 158%
of d.:.mhs, . _— . 155§
of I}mrr}'lgeq, 7179
number of persons ur.uiur 15 yeurs, 2807

of individuals, or families of m:iependent
fortune mot known ; many appearing to have independent
fortunes, who, in reality have less than nothing, though mak.
ing a great show.

The number of the prn‘[i!‘:lﬂ-ﬂrﬂ of land abdove the }"Eﬂl"]r value of L. 50 ara, 18
families in 1831, . 1518

Ar{:rnge pumbier of children in each ﬁm'ly, ¥ . . 35
Number of inhabited houses in 1837, . . 085
of uninhabited houses and othera now hl_nlﬂmg'r . o7

The number of insane 11, fatuous 5, blind 8, deaf aod dumb 9 tnt.ﬂ[ ;L)

The strength, size, and complexion of the m_grmaf inhabitants*
have long been remarkable ; and some of their descendants, aa the
Spreulls, Craigs, Andersons, Cochrans, Gilmours, Muirs, Stew.
arts, &c. still possess these qualities in a great degree. They are,
many of them, tall, stout, able-bodied men; some with fair, and
others with dark complexions, but intelligent features. ¢ It was
asserted,” says the writer of the former Statistical Account, * by
a late military gentleman of this neighbourhood, who was well
informed, accurate in his observations, and who had opportunity
during many years of his life, whilst in his Majesty’s service,
to see the subjects of most of fhe different powers, and some
of the finest troops in Europe, that John Stewart of Moyne was,
for stature, strength, and exact proportion, and good looks, the
completest figure of a man he had ever seen.”

In the hilly part of the country, the offspring of the original
inhabitants are still robust, strong, healthy, and intelligent; often
living to a greatage. In a kirk-session of thirteen members, there
are seven whose present ages are 495; of these, two are 81 each,
two from 76 to 78. T'wo persons not in the session died at the
advanced age of 104 and 105. The latter was father to Mr James
Fulton, one of the elders, who is now 81 years old.

The habits of the people in general are sober and industrious ;
e class, that of the scher, intellectual, and moral, is exceedingly
sleanly ; the immoral and irreligious just the réverse, The clothing
»f the men is warm and comfortable, and every way bespeaking
zood conduct; whilst the style and manner of dress of the virtuous
ind well-behaved females, is not only in good taste, but, owing to
‘he purity of the muslins they wear, peculiarly clean and neat:

Considering the wages which the people receive, they can, ac-
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cording to their condition in society, enjoy, in a reasonable degree,
all the ordinary comforts of life, with many of its luxuries. A great
number of the operatives have from 16s. to L. 1, and from L. 1 to
L 1, 10s.; and some from L. 1, 10s. to L. I, 15s. and L. 2 per
week. Yet true it is, though strange, that those who have only
from 16s. to L. 1 are more independent, and infinitely more com-
fortable in their clothing, furniture, and supply of the table, than
those who have from L.1, 10s, to L. 2, aye L.2, 10s. a-week. The
one class is generally frugal, sober,-and contented with their sitna-
tion and circumstances. The other is dissipated, prodigal, literaily
wretched and poor; ill fed and ill clad, discontented with their
condition, and with every thing and every body around them.
Those of the one class give themselves to the duties of religion,
the other to politics. The latter would reform every thing, yet re-
fuse to reform themselves, Amongst a people given to politics,
the moral and religious character is lost. The one absorbs the
other, and the magnitude of eternity is lost in the littleness of time,
The squabbles of factions are preferred to the peace of God, and
the party howlings of this world’s policy to the songs of Zion.

In a parish abounding with cotton-miils, print§ields, and bleach-
fields, where men, women, and children are cooped up together from
five in the morning till seven at night ; where indecent language is
often heard, and evil example often set before them ; where no op-
portunity is afforded the children to acquire solid kunowledge, and
where time is wanting for the adults to improve their minds by
reading and reflection, how is it possible that such a population:
can in general be intellectual, moral, and religious? If we are to
enjoy a healthy state of morals, the present and futare generations
must be trained up in the fear oft he Lord, and obedience to his
commandments, If these are neglected, every generation will
grow worse and worse, till society become wholly corrupted and
debased, and we sink, as a moral and religious people, from among.
the nations of the earth, Indeed 2 radical change of system must
take place throughout all the branches of the COTTON trade, where,
at-present, children are employed, if ever we are to become an
intellectual, moral, and religious people. Government must inter-
fere,—our old religious system of education must return,— children
‘must be taught, and none permitied to enter into any of these

works below the age of twelve or fourteen years, and until they.
bave.learsed to read their Bible and say their catechism. :
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IV.—InpusTny.
ﬂgriﬁrfm:l"{! s

1he number of acres, standard imperial measure, in the parish, which are either cul-

tivated, or oceasionally in l'.ll'lag-e - 1602 4 o
The vumber of acres which have never been nullwa.tcd. and which re-

main constantly waste, or in pasture, - 4240 3 30
The number of acres that might, with profitable applu.-nl:nun of capital,

be added to the cultivated land of the parish, whether that land were

alterwards to be kept in occasional t..lllﬂge, or in plzmmnent pasture,
maorses, &e. - 3478 0 O

Mumber of acres undar wm}d natoral or planted, &f: - 885 0 0

The kinds of trees planted are in general indigenous, saving the
larch and spruce, and a few others. The management of them is
very much approved. Periodicul thinning and pruning, &e. is
general.

Bent of Land.—The average rent of all arable lands in the pa-
rish is L. 1, 10s.; the average rent of grazing, is at the rate of
L. 4, 10s. per ox or cow grazed, and at the rate of 9s. per ewe or
full-grown sheep, pastured for a year.

fiate of Wages.— The rate of labour, winter and summer, for dif-
ferent kinds of farm-labourers and country artisang--is,—for farm-
labourers, 10s. per week, in winter,—in summer 12s, ; for country
artisans, masons in winter, 2s. 6d.,—in summer 3s. 6d. ; carpenters
from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. per day; tailors, from 9s. to 10s, with their
meat per day ; shoemakers, 12s. per week ; hand-weavers from 8s.
to 10s. per week ; smiths from L. I, Is. to L. 1, 10s,

The price of the raw material, March 1837.— Meal per peck,
1s. 4d. and L. 2, 6s. per quarter ; oats per boll, L. 1, 2s.; barley
per boll, I. 1, 9s.; wheat, imperial quarter, L. 1, 13s.; potatoes,
L. 1 aboll, Henfmwﬂlirﬂ measure ; turmps, L. 2 perton ; rye-grass,
L. 5 per 100 stones ; meadow hay, L.4 per 100 stones; manure
from 4s. to 5s. a ton; lime, 16s. per chalder. _

Live-stock.—'The Highland or black-faced sheep and the Leis
cester are the only ones bred here. In the whol® parish, there are
nnly about 100 of the one, and 50 of the other. No attention is
given to their improvement, as the famler dﬂpends nothing upon
them for his rent.

. Husbandry.—'The same kind of husba.udq,r is here pursued as
in- Lanarkshire and Ayrshire. The chief-thing attended to is the
dairy ; and for the improvement of it, ingenuity, skill, and axer.
tions, are perseveringly directed. There is little land in the pa-
rish which is not susceptible of great improvement. Accordingly
a Society, in 1826, was instituted, called the * Neilston and neigh-
bourhood Agricultural Society,” of which Captain Anderson of

£ The Universily of Edindrurgh x Sl I i- ﬁI



334 RENFREWSHIRE.,

Broadley is treasurer, and who is setting a noble example on his
own farm of what skill and eapital can do with industry, and per-
severance. Formerly, it was the garden of the sluggard ; since he
began his improvements, it has become a fertile field, delightful
to look on, _

By draining the waste land, where it is wet and spengy, as also
the moss and moors, and throwing broad belts of pianting, as no-
ticed already, around them at the distance of fifty acres, and plant-
ing clumps upon the knolls and sides of the hills, making the sur-
face of the mosses and moors level, and then throwing on them,
after being . thoroughly drained, from eight to nine chalders of
lime, and letting them rest in this state for two or three years,
and at the end of the third, in October or November, turning
them up with the spade, so that the frosts and snows of winter
may form a s0il on them, and then in spring sowing your seeds,—
a-crop of oats, or potatoes, or turnip, &e. would amply, in two years,
- repay the outlay, with profit. Where it is dry bent moor, this
is not necessary. In this case, irrigation, clumps, and belts of
planting, with six or seven chalders, would, after the heather has
been burnt, and the surface cleaned, and roots of heath rooted out,
be all that was necessary to secure an ample return for expenditure.

The general term of leases here is nineteen ysars.

The farm-buildings and enclosures here are generally good.

Coal Mines.~—Coal is found at various depths, and of very
different quality and value. In one of them there was found,
Ist, a coal of 7 inches, 7 fathoms from the surface 3 2d, coal
of 12 inches, 10 fathoms farther down; 8d, coal of 6 inches,
19 fathoms farther down; 4th, coal of from 3 foet 8 mches, to
above & feet at 21 fathoms, which is the main coal. There is
.also great variety in the quality of the coal. In a coal of 2% feet
thick, the following varieties were found : 8 inches of it gas coal,
8 inches smithy coal; and 8 inches of fine coal; the remaining 8
inches were bad, indeed. E

The dips are also various, ‘The level dip is first due E.; then
turns to the S. E.; then takes another turn, and dips to the N,
The dip to the 8. W. gives the best coal, where it lies generally
_-in troughs; but the splint- or hard coal is that which is most
-sought after by the public.

The thickness of the ceal in the one pit is 4% feet, and in the
other about from 8 feet B inches to 5 feet. * No veins, or dikes, or
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¢roubles have yet been met with in the working of the coal; never-
theless, all of them to the east seem to be a troubled field, where
the metals are found in all directions,

The quantity of coals put out per week by the three pits may be
above 1200 tons, at 7s. 6d. per ton. The wages of the colliers are all
equalized. The worst as well as the best pltmen receive 5s. per
day, or L. 1, 10s. a week, or L. 78 Sterling per annum |

Produce.~~"F'he average gross amount of raw produce raised m

the parish, as nearly as can be ascertained, is as follows :—
Produce of grain of all kinds, cuitivated for the food of man or the

domestic animals is L.53821] 7 4
Potatoes, turnips, cabbages, Leet, imd other ]Jlalltu cultwntcd in the
fields for food, . 12757 0 O
Hay, whethar meadow or eu Itlvnhed 9840 0O O
Yand in pasture, rated at L. 4 per ecow; or Fuil-gruwn 0X, grmd for
the reason, and Je. per ewe orfull grown sheep pastured fur the year, g5 0 0
Cows 1088, average mlliung #E¥EN plnta a day for elgI‘lt months, at
8d. per pint, . *1.283 1 0
Coals per year, and quarnuﬁ, Ke. . 24 OG0 i)
Miscellaneous produce not enumoerated under amy of the .ﬁ,:regumg
heads, . . . - . 412 10 0O

Total yearly value of raw produce raised from lands, sheep and cows, 1. 127,258 18 4

Manufactures.—These form the chief distinction of this parish,
About the year 1767 or 1768, the idea was entertained of making
the parish a manufacturing one. The Rev. Mr Henry Miller, a
man of great spirit and enterprise, having succeeded to the fine
fortune of his late brother, the celebrated bookseller in the Strand,
London, projected an inkle factory, and established it, with some
of the influential heritors, as copartners,

Shortly after that, about 1773, the printing of calicoes was begun
at Fereneze, on the banks of the Levern. It was at that time
deemed a great work. Itsextent may be easily conceived from the
excise duty paid, and its yearly expenditure. The first was about
L. 3000 Sterling, and the second about L. 2000 yearly. It con-
tinued long the only printfield in the parish. Bleachfields became
the rage, and these in their turn,—many of them, at least,—have
become printfields, so that now the bleachfields and printfields, as
seen abova, are equal in number,

Bleachfields.— The first bleachfield was formed about 1778; by

- thelate Peter Adair, Esq. of Cross Arthurlie. e had been bleacher
at some of the Lismore fields in Ireland, his native country. De-~
sirous of change of place, he came to Scotland. In sailing up the
Clyde, nothing struck him so much as not to see a single bleachfield
on its banks. To set down one, he thought, would be a good specu-
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lation ; and, looking out for a suitable spot, he pitched upon that
one at Cross Arthurlie, which is still in the family. The site
proved at once his discernment, taste, and sound judgment. He
was soon followed by an host of imitators.

Cotton-spinning.— Cotton-spinning began here in 1780. The
first mill was set down at Dovecothall, on the banks of the Levern,
on the site of the old corn-mill there. It is a small building, (still
standing,) containing three storeys, 8 feet each in length ; is 34
long within, by 24 broad. This mill was the second cotton-mill
in Scotland, and was built by Stewart, Dunlop, and Ceo,

The suceess of this mill induced the building of others.. Gate-
side mill followed in 1786 ; Broadlie in 1790 ; Arthurlie in the
same year ; Crofthead in 1792 : and Mr Graham’s in 1801,

These mills were originally of considerable size ; but since their
first erection, some of them have been built anew, and others have
had large additions made to them. By these additions, most of
-them are twice as large as before. Take an instance ; the old Le-
vern mill, the second in Scotland, was built, as said, in 1780, and,
according to Mr Wilson, was 78 feet long and 28 broad. T this
there was added another mill in 1800, of 128 feet long by 323
broad, having five storeys in it, and to this there was, in 1834,
added another addition, of 113 feet long by 40 broad,—the whole
forming now an immense pile of building.

But an idea of their extent, and the value of the produce put
out by them, will be best seen from the following statement, fur-
pished partly by James Orr, Esq. of Crofthead, William Craig,
Esq. of Kirkton, and othars, spinners on the water,

Number of mule spindles in sll these six mills, . 77,828

throstle spindles, . . . 1344

; . . . 250

Avnual value of produce.

Mule yarns, 1,583,558 b No. 46, at 1a. 5d. per 1b, . L. 2168 i1 o
Throstis do. 68,586 24, s 244, 4229 8 0
1,858, 444 L. 116,390 19 0
Produce of 230 looma per year. 1,447,160 yards at 33d. is, . 27611 17 @8
Total average produce annually of mules and looms, . L. 139,002 18 ¢

The number of hands, men, women, and children, employed in
the several branches of cotton-spinning, bleaching, and calico-
printing, with their respective ages, will be clearly seen from the
following table :—
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Tasre L -
Shewing the men, women, and children, employed at the cotton
mills, power-looms, printfields, and bleachfields.
Under 12 yrs. Under 18 yrs.  Above 20 yrs.

- Total of all
Males. Fem, Males. Fom., Males. Fem. Ages.
Cotton-spinners and i
power loom weavers, 397 39 220 ] 206 i 1850
FPrinters, &e. . 200 IS0 195 122 511 33 1343
Bleachers, . . i7 20 49 2582 126 259 712

Amount of cach age, 344 207 ° 464 799 o33 967 3714

Tasre 1L
Abstract of the whole capital of the different works, with their

rents, amount of wages paid per annum.

Capital. Hental. W;ﬁfs.

Of Princhielda, . £9B6850 0 0 £191 o 0 £ 305 * O
Bleachers, . . 000 0 O 1925 o O 14118 9 6
Spinneis and power-looms, M,570 0 O 2500 0 0 51,575 12 ©

Amount, . £X164220 0 0 £73856 o 0 £09263 1 8

Since these tables were framed, the only two returns which had
been delayed, have been handed in. The one is from a small, the
other a large printfield. From their being single, a pretty correct
idea may be formed of the immense capital sunk, the wages paid,
and the amount of rent and expenditure. In the one, the capital
sunk is not given, but the average wages weekly are :—to pattern
drawers, L. 1, 15s.; to block-cutters, L. 1, 4s.; to printers, L. 1,
1s. ; to tirers, 2s. 8d.; to labourers, 12s.; to women, 6s.

The amount of wages paid monthly is about L. 160, == L.192} 0 0 per annux.
The rent paid yenrly is . . . . 150 .0 O

Paid per annum, . L.2070 0 O
T'he amount of the other kinds of expenditure must be propor-
ticnably large, yet this is amongst one of the smallest printfields
in the parish. The other, which is one of the largest, will give
an idea of the expenditure of those like itself.
After describing the kinds of work that is done there, tha re-
port states that * 500 hands” are employed in it.

That the capital employed in erecting it was . . L)}208D & 8
That the yearly e:peninture in carrying it oo is about’ . 20000 0 0
And its rent about . . . 50 o o
' Sum total, L.o2500 0 0
To the sunk capital of the bieachfields is to be nd-tled that of one whose retyrn

had not been made when the table was drawn up.
Sunk capital, from L. 4000 to L. 5000, averugz, L.4600 0 ©

Ilent, . 250 ¢ 0
anﬂ about . s R 2060 10 @
L7410 10 ©
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In the returns from one of these works, it is stated, that ¢ the
management of them has been found a much more difficult task
for two or three years past than it wont to be; and that a spirit
of insubordination and dissatisfaction seems to be spreading rapid-
ly amongst the working classes.” The multitude of combinations
formed, and the baneful effects of them, upon themselves, their fa-
milies, and society, strongly corroborate this statement,

The number of working days in the cotton-mills are six,—and the
number of hours in the week, sixty-nine, Those of the printers,
in summer, are from six in the morning till six in the evening,
while those of the bleachers are from eleven to twelve hours per
day, or seventy-two hours per week. In all the works, the chil-
dren work the same hours as the men. That the wages afford a
fair remuneration and support to those engaged in these works must
appear evident from the high wages that are paid them, and the
vast sums they spend in drinking. However much it may be dis-
guised or denied, these works have a powerful tendency to affect
both-health and morals. Among them, you rarely find an indivi-
dual of the strength, size, and fresh complexion, which distinguish-
ed the ancient inhabitants. ‘They are comparatively small, sickly-
complexioned, and are old men, apparently, at forty-five years,
Few see threescore and ten,

Of their morals, iy general, we cannot say much that is fa.
vourable. Nevertheless, we gladly bear witness that there are, in
these works, many exceptions, of persons who are as intellectual,
moral, and religious, as any of the same class in the cominunity.
Shortening the hours of the children’s labour, and giving them,
before they go into these works, a thorough Christian education
and Christian example, with a strict, but kind surveillance of
the masters and overseers, appear to us to be the only means of
correcting and improving the system.

‘The above details of the state of our manufactures and agricul-
ture, with their produce and wealth, will give some general idea
of iis resources. But a better idea of these will be attained by

collecting them together.

Taking the jand as sunk stook at twenty years' purchase, 24,320
Inpevial acves, . - - . == L. 436,400 0
House and leaseholders’ and farmers’ property, at twelve years’ pur-
chase, make, sunk capital of L.164,920 in public works inaludad, 248,750
M paid by ;‘h: public works per mm&m, - - 98,263
' ital in farming-stock of borses an cows, queys and colts, margs
undmtll:ipﬁr foals, sheep and lambg, - 4 !’_ - 19,180
Produce of pasture for eattls of all kinds and theep, . 1421 }
4
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Sunk stock for lime and manure, - - 1.6040 B8 O
Produce from all kinds of grain raised in IH$H, - - 58211 7 4
from potatoes, turnips, and hay of all kinds, - 124757 0 »
of the dairy, 1088 cows, - . - 26,283 1 o
of mines and quarries, &c. &o. - - 24,960 0 0
Miscellaneous produce not enumerated, - - 412 0 o
Rent-roll of the parish or landed income per annum, - 18475 5 &
Hental of 515 double or divided houses, average rant, L. 4 for a room
and a kitchen == 1630 houses, . - 6520 0 0
Sunk capital on the public works, viz. on the six Lﬂtt-:m mills, which
originally cost about L. 112,000, but now taken at 60,000 0 0O
Suck capital on printfields, - . - SHES0) 0 ©
on bleschfields, - - 39000 O 0.
Amount of wages psid masons, #:lp:lll:ﬁ, blacksmiths, shosmakers,
weavers, tailors, saddlers, and d.uljr lalrourers in the parish, 3433 12 0
Sunk cspital on mines, - - 3500 0 O
Tons output per week, 1000, at 8, per ton. - - 20806 0 O
WBE{:-; per annum to the colliera, &c. - - - 462 10 O

Such is the wealth of this parish, as nearij as can be stated
fromn the returns made by the masters of public works, by the
master artisans of the different trades, and by the active and per-
soral survey of an intelligent and skilful farmer, with respect to the
produce of the land acd dairy, and amount of stock,

V.—ParocHiaL EcoNomy.

There are oo towns in the parish; but the villages of Neilston
and Barrhead may be considered as approaching to that character,
"Though there is now a population of 9187 in the parish, there is
neither a magistrate, nor police, nor jail in it 'The whole is
kept in order by active Justices of the Peace, with a constabulary
at their command. There is a small-debt court held in Neilston
and Barrhead, alternately, once every month, by the Justices. On
these occasions, they have their legal assessor and clerk. Neiiston
18 not a market-town. The nearest market-town is Paisley, but
there is no occasion to go thither for any thing almost that is need-
ed, Every article and convenience of life is to be had in the parish.

Means of Communication.—In consequence of the new turnpike
roads that run through the parish, and three daily coaches, com~ -
munication, internally and externally, isenjoyed tothe fulleat extent,
-—to Paisley and Glasgow and Edinburgh on the east, and to Kil-
marnock, Ayr, Irvine, and Saltcoats or Ardrossan on the west,
One of the roads from Glasgow to Irvine runs through the whole
length of the parish, as does that from Paisley, through Neilston
village, to Stewarton, Kilmaurs, Kilmarnock, and Ayr. The
length of these two turnpike roads in the parish is fully nine miles,

The road that leads to Irvine from Glasgow by the Hurlet, -
Barrhead, north of Neilston and Uplay Mder, is a most splendid
one. Formerly, there was no road from Paisley to Kilmaraock bus
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the old mountainous one by the south of the village, which cost
little ; but this new one cost the trustees, in taking it up the Le-
vern to Loch-Libo, about L. 18,000, This road is almost a com-
plete level, and passes through a very pleasant country. The
bridges are in number 22, and are all kept in excellent repair by
the diligent and faithful surveyor of them, Mr Thomas Anderson,
post-master of Neilston.

Though the cess-money amounts to L. 500 a-year, yet the debt
on the parish roads is 1.130. This arises from the excellent state
in which they are kept. So late as the year 1770, there was scarce-
ly aroad in this parish. Every kind of raw material, such as grain
of all sorts, lime, coal, or the produce of the dairy, had to be car-
ried on horses’ backs. In taking the produce of farms to Glas-
gow, two days were occupied, one in going and the other in re-
turning. Except in the drought of summer, or the hard frosts of
winter, the people in the moorland districts got neither to kirk
nor market; for the parizsh roads were impassable, and then there
were no turnpikes. Indeed, till about the year 1790, there were
only three turnpike roads in all this county ; and these, by being
carried over hilly and rough courses, were very tedious and unplea-
sant, and often unsafe to travel on. All this, however, has happily
been done away with; and Renfrewshire can now boast of roads
and foot-paths equal to any in the kingdom.

As yet, there are neither canals nor railways in the parish ; but
if the present mania for railways go on, we shall probably have one
from Ayr, Troon, Kilmarnock, and Irvine, running through the
whole length of the parish. Nature has pointed it out, and come it
must some day, instead of the proposed circuitous route by Dalry,
Lochwinnoch and Paisley. From Irvine to Glasgow, it is almost as
straight as the crow flies, and without a hill; and from the Troon
to Irvine, it is a dead level. Nothing can be more direet, if it be
wished to unite Glasgow with the west coast. = Before travel-
lers from Ayr, Troon, Kilmarnoeck, or Irvine could be at Loche
winnoch by the proposed railway, they would be in Glasgow.

"To facilitate communication, there are two post-offices, one in
Neilston, and the other at Barrhead, yielding annually to the re-
venue about L. 160, independently of the twopenny-post letters,
Wkhen the post-office was first established in Neilston, its arrivals
and departures were only thrice a-week, on the Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, and Saturdays. Now it is an every-day post here, as well as
in Barrhead. o _ L
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Considering the population, the revenue L. 160, may appear
small ; but when it is observed, that all the twenty-three masters
of public works lift, every lawful day, their letters at the Glasgow
and Paisley post-offices, it will appear a gredt sum, as coming al-
most wholly from operatives and servants. But what farther proves
the growing greatness and wealth of the parish is, that last year, a
branch of the Glasgow Union Bank was established in Neilston.

Eeclesiastical State.—The ecclesiastical state of the parish of
Neilston is altogether peculiar; and unlike that of any other land-
ward parish in Scotland. Though having only one church it has
two congregations; one of the congregations has free sittings, and
so might the other, if they chose. But some of them, fond of giv-
ing away their money, or seeking favour with the heritors, or from
some other cause best known to themselves, pay seat rent, though
now, comparatively, a very trifle.

The situation of the parish church is perfectly convenient for the
greater part of the population, though the distance of its extremi-
ties from the church is considerable. The western extremity 1s 54
miles, and the eastern 3. But the western is thinly inhabited, in
comparison with the eastern, which abounds with villages and a
dense population.

The church by the former Statistical Report of 1791, is said to
have been built in 1762, But this, like many things in that report,
is inaccurate.* Instead of being built then, it must have only been
repaired. The window on the north wall, which is a specimen of
the finest Gothic architecture, must, in the opinion of an eminent
architect, be 400 years old at least. It was repaired, and had an
addition made to it in 1797-8, and got a thorough repair in 1827.
Its present state is deemed good by many; but its walls, being
without band, and its roof heavy, render it unsafe when the storm
rages, or when the church is crowded, as it often is.

In olden times, some important benefactions were made to the
poor, and the names of the benefactors put on boards, which hung
on the walls on the right and left side of the pulpit. But these
were removed when the church was repaired in 1797-8, and have
never been restored. Nor is there any need ; the whole of these
benefactions having long ago been taken in totﬂ, and applied to ﬂ’l‘l‘.!
pnnr, and to the enlargement of the church in 1798,

* As an instance of the inaccuracy of this Report, it ma bﬂ u-'l.:ﬁ-i:ﬂm.i.. that the
church is there stated to contain 1000, whereas, after an addition to'it of 391, or
thereby, it only holds 830, :
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N

The number of persons o whom the church affords accommo-
dation is 830. By filling the passages and stairs, and cramming
it choke-full, it may hold about 940 persons of ordinary size. This
is the whole accommodation for a population of 9187 souls, the
great proportion of which is warmly attached to the Establishment,

As to the mode in which the sittings are held, some explanation
18 necessary, In one sense they are all free, in another, none of them
are free; "The heritors hold all the seats as theirs, and claim a right
to admit or keep out of them all and sundry, just as they please|

The parishioners, on the other hand, maintain that they have no
right to the seats ; that, legaljy, heritors have only room for them-
selves and -their families; that the church is not built solely for
their use, but for the use of, at least, two-thirds of the examinable
persons above twelve years of age in-the parish; that when a new
church is to be built, they must build it of the proper dimension,
furnish a minister to it, pay his stipend, and the officers of the church;
provide a precentor, Bible and Psalm Book for the minister, com-
nfunion elements and cups, and salvers, and tablecloths, and a laver
for baptism ; in short, that every thing is to be provided by the
heritors for the celebration of divine ordinances in the church, free
of all expense to the parishioners; not out of the private funds of
beritors, but out of the church’s patrimony in their hands, appoint-
ed by law to be appropriated to that purpuse.

By what right, thien, or by what law, it is asked, have heritors a
claim to charge seat rents in landward parishes? If, by law, they
may be compelled to build a church free of expense to the parish-
joners, that all may Et_ljﬂ_',r the benefit of divine worship, where is
their right to charge seat rents? Is not the doing of it legal and
snjust 7

‘These views of the question led the parishioners of Neilston ulti-
mately to oppose such a demand. From 1798, geat rents were
demanded. In that year, a system of setting them up by public
auctiva in the church commenced. As it proceeded, heart-burn-
ings and animosities were the results. The demand being great,
aud the supply small, some of the seats rose to L. 1, 11s. 6d. per
sighteen inches, so that the average rent, for at least twenty years,
wag 12 4d. a sitter !

* This prodaced murmuring and complaints. . But what could
they do? They could not save themselves.. They had no other
schoice, bt either to submit to this illegality, or to leave the
church, and, with their families, to be deprived of divine ordi-
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nances in the parish. At last, they laid their heads together
in 1826, a year of -bad trade, when most of them had nothing to
live upon, and no money to pay for seat rents,—and resoived, that
none of them would take one another’s seats; and that next Sabbath,
the day after the public roup, they would go to their seats as usual.
Hearing of this determination of the seat-holders, the heritors pro-
cured an interdict from Sheriff Dunlop, ¢ against all and sundry
from entering the seats of the church without the herito®' autho-
rity,”’—which could only be obtained by paying seat-rent.

On this, the church was deserted, and the minister, unwilling to
preach to bare walls and empty benches, went to the tent in the
church-yard, and there, in the open air, summer and winter, for
eight years, preached unto his people., Litigation, oppressive
and keen, in the church courts, commenced against him. But he
never ceased to defend himself and his claim for free sitting, till
he obtained a triumph by the subjoined judgment of the General
Assembly in 1830, drawn up by that eminent lawyer, John Hope,
Esq. Advocate, then Solicitor-(General.®

In the face of this declaration, which is sufficiently plain and
explicit, the heritors of Neilston continued the interdict, and let the
seats as usual by public roup, to whomsoever would take them.

By the Act of Assembly 1828, the minister was ordered back

to the church to give sermon. This he did. In the forenocon he

preached to the heritors, their families, and tenants, and in the af-

¥ Parties buiug f'uli:,.' Iu_-nrr}, wore removed.  Afier r:e-a.r.nning1 the General Ag-
sembly, without a vote, pronounced the following deliversnee :—The General As-
sembly having bad this petition under consideration, fenl bound snd called apon, a8

the guardians of the spiritual interests and ecclesiastical rights and privileges of the

people of Scotland, solemnly ond firmly to assert the right of parishioners respening
church acconnuodation, to the full exteot to which they are entitled to the same, un.

der the established constitution of the Church of Scotland. The General Assembly

do assert and ynaintain, ss one of the undoubred rights and privileges of the church,
that accomnodation in parish churches cannot be made the subjest of profit or in-
come of any sort by the heritors, to whatever purpose they may be applied : and the
General Assembly do distinctly, assert, in vindication of the privileges of the te,
that in parish churches, regularly built by heritors in country parishes, in implement
of those legal obligations imposed on the possession and enjoyment of thelr prie
purty, the surplus area allutted to heritors, after accormmodating themseives, their
tenants, and others residing on their estates who have a right o accommodation in

the same, is destined for the spccommodation of other parishioners, and ought to be

po Rppropriated, subject to the fair allotment and distribution to such parishionoss ue
moy be preferred by the heritors; and the Geperal Assembly do solemnly protest
ageinet any clsim or pretension of right on the part of hevitors to /2 such sur

ares, or any-part of the area of the church, in such eases, or to draw any income from
the same, to whatever ohjects the same may be applied ; and do aseert and maidtain,

that soch pretension is contrary to the principles of our ecclesiastical eanstitution, .

"and iaconsistent with the rights and privileges of the people of Scoilend, s originally.
intonded and secured for their instruction.™ : Aot ¥
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ternoon to the operatives, and all others who were ‘interdicted, and
would not pay rent.

In the Court of Session, the people’s claim for an ample and ex-
tended enlargement of the church, sufficient for two-thirds of the pa-
rishioners, was refused, and the minister cast, with costs.  Avail-
ing himself of the support of the General Assembly, and recom-
mendation, in 1831, by their Procurator, to try the case in the

. House of Lords, the question was .carried thither, and lost as
to the enlargement of the church. But, in afinning the judg-
ment of the Court of Session, the Chancellor threw out, mciden-
tally, some strong condemnatory expressions about letting seats
in landward parishes for rent, and especially the indecency and il-
legality of having the auction in the church. On this, and on
the deliverance of the (Jeneral Assembly, the minister and his in-
terdicted flock returned to the church,—took quiet possession of
its seats in the afternoon, and have continued ever since to do S0,
without paying, or being called upon to pay, a penny of rent.

.Such are the steps, the minister and parishioners of Neilston
took to get quit of such an enormous, grievous, and illegal impost ;
and every landward parish should imitate their example,

From 1826 to April 1833, they were in the civil courts at im-
mense expense. The church and the nation were alive to their
plea. Multitudes of parishes were in the same state of destitution
as to accommodation with that of Neilston. Had we succeeded,
they were all ready to claim additions. At losing our cause, not
merely disappointment, but despondency, was felt and expressed.
Tha General Assembly, at its first meeting, took up the cause.
The minister received the thanks of the Assembly for his zeal,
and labours, and great exertions in the cause. The Assembly
ordered all his expenses in carrying on the suit before the Lord
Chancellor, to be paid; and Dr Chalmers, fired with a noble
patriotism and Christian zeal, took up, and is now carrying on
““ church extension” with a spirit and, success worthy of him,
and of the people of Scotland, who have answered Ais call, and
are generously contributing for the ereetion of new churches.

The only difference betwixt Dr Chalmers’ plan and Dr Flem-
ing’s lies in this. As to church accommodation, or church exten-
sion, their views are nearly the same. But not so, in the other
parts. Dr Fleming’s plan included and would have secured en-
dowments, and {)amchial schools for the new parishes. In this,
his object was mnot to call upon any one to put his hand in his
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pocket for a penny. He pointed out as a _fund, the bishops’ rents,
the surplus teinds, and the sinecure salaries of the chaplains and
deans of the Chapel-Royal. Not the half of these sums were con-
ceived to be necessary in order to build and endow all the churches
and parochial schools which might be needed. Let these be
taken and properly appropriated, and Dissenters, voluntaries, and
enemies to the Church of Scotland, will have no reason to com-
plain, as not a farthing of the funds required will come out of their
privafe purse.

The manse was built in 1766. It was deemed a splendid build-
ing, with one of the finest landsecapes from it, in the westof Scot-
land. It bas been frequently repaired. In 1809, the repairs on
it, which were the last, cost betwixt L. 600 and L. 700. The ex-
tent of the glelm 1s scarcely 8 actes, including house and gar-
den. Its value is not more than L. 20 a-year.

The amount of stipend 1s 16 chalders, oune- half meal and one-
half barley, according to the highest fiar prices of the county.
But the barley is paid not by the county, but by the Linlithgow
boll, which reduces that half of the st,:[ppnd six and a~half per cent.
below the county bell, a thing which 1s held unwarranted and
unwarrantable by the Act of Parliament, and in the doing of which
the Court of Session, as the writer conceives, became legislators,
and not the executors of the law. By this modifying of stipends,
roinisters are paid neither by the fiars of their county nor Linlith-
gow. They pget the flars of the one and the measure of the other,
which, in practice, is a grievous hardship to the clergy : making a
loss, in Renfrewshire, of six and a-guarter per cent. even when the
fiars in both counties are the same; but it is still more grievous
when the Linlithgow fiars are equal to, or higher than those in
Renfrewshire. But still more :—The court, in modifying stipends
according to thie Linlithgow firlot or boll, is conceived to be set-
ting at nought the act of Queen Anne, 1707,—called the Act of
Union,— which abrogates the Linlit gow firlot, and every other
measure for grain but the Winchester bushel. Its words are, chap,
xvii,—* That from and after the Union, the same weights and
measures shall be used throughout the United Kingdom as are
now established in England,” &ec.

There iz only one Seceding chapel in the parish, belongiog to
the United Associate Synod of the Secession Church. The mi-
nister is paid from the seat-rents and collections chiefly. Salary
about L. 150. There are neither Episcopalian nor Roman Ca-

.
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tholic chapels in the parish, nor any other dissenting or sectarian
meeting-houses.

The number of families, also the number of persons of all ages
above twelve, attending the Established Church, the chapels of
Dissenters and Seceders, Episcopalinns and Cathelics, with the
number of theirsittings, and communicants in their several churches
and chapels where they attend, will be found in the following

table :—

Dienowmination Fam. Indiv. Sittings Com. Abuve 12 Prop. of Sits.
Established Church, 1226 G395 982 laas 4452 .1 in 190
Dissenters belonging

to Associat Synod, 171 1240 215 205 S80 25,9 do
All other Disscirters, 128 645 o6 162 427 3.9 do,
Roman Catholics, 2006 1091 165 S5 762 15.4 do.
Beloug to no church, J4 164 oo

1764 9187 1060 2390 6379  11.5ia 100
: Fem. Indiv. Sita. Com. Above 12 Prop. of Sits
Farmers, &c. 0nE L 381 270 518 806 in 100
Tradesmen, &e. 242 1890 680 717 1249 85.9
Total having sittings, 440 2629 1061 987 1767 41.9 in 100
Fotal having ne sittings, 1324 G668 1403 4612
Total population, 1764 2187 1061 2300 G379 .5 in 100

Abstract of the whole: Established, 6395 ; Roman Catholics,
1091 ; Burghers, 10392; Episcopalians, 236 : Relievers, 154 ;
Independents, 36; Methodist, 830 ; Reformed Presbyterians, 29 ;
Universal, 15 ; Jews, 5; no church, 164 ; total 9187,

Iieligious Societies.— There are six societies for charitable and
religious purposes, two of which are Sabbath-school associations ;
besides & number of Friendly Societies.

Sueh is a minute but accurate account of the ecclesiastical state
of this parish, with its struggles, successes, and defeats, for free seats
and ample accommodation. In the mighty exertions that are going
on for church extension, they took the lead, for at least twenty
years, and therefore hope to form one of the gems in that crown
of glory which is preparing for Dr Chalmers.

Education. — The number of schools in this parish is 13,
‘Fhere is only one parochial school. All the others are private
or unendowed. Thereis none supported by individual subscriptions,
In the parochial school, are taught English, writing, arithmetic, ma-
thematics, geography, Latin, Greek, and French. There are three
others where Latiu is taught with the common branches of educa-
tion. Besides these, there are five schools attached to five of the
public works, where the children gre taught reading, writing, and
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arithmetic, and there are four female schools where the common
branches of education, with needle-work are taught. The num-
ber of scholars at all of these schools amounts to about 1000,

The parochial teacher has the maximum salary; but his garden
ground is deficient. When the present school and school-house are
finished, he will have one of the finest school-houses in the county,
and double the amount of accommodation which the law allows him.

Though education is cheap, there are numbers of the young
between six and fifteen years of age_who cannot read or write, and
not a few upwards of fifteen years of age who are in the same situa-
tion. Their number cannot be ascertained precisely, as thev are
often unwilling to acknowledge their ignorance. They are chiefly
Irish. These persons bitterly lament their want, and, with the
great body of the people, are keenly alive to the benefits of edu-
cation, and anxious to have their children taught., The number of
schools and scholars in the parish is the best evidence of this.

What 1s wanting In such a wealthy parish as this is an aca-
demy placed in a central locality between Neilston and Barrhead,
Grahamston and Newton Ralston, where the higher branches of
education would be taught by well gualified and approved teachers.
This is a desideratum which the present minister has long pointed
out as well worthy of attention.

Notwithstanding the prevalence of education, it must be affirm.
ed that among the lower orders of the people, dissipation, the
profanation of the Lord’s day, and uncleanliness, are as common as
ever. The Sabbath schools bave not made the youth more observant
than beflore of the fifth commandment. Respect for superiors is
seeiningly laid aside; and the conduct of boys, adults and men, at the
elections for a member of Parliament, has only to be witnessed, to
convinee any one that education has not purified their hearts, bet-
tered their dispositions, humanized their feelings, or rendered their
manners more courteous.. Politics, faction, and party spirit, at
such times, seem to take Christianity out of their hearts, if it
ever was in it. Kindness is only preserved for friends; and the
most rancorous and savage dispositions are cherished for enemies.
Their cry is liberty; yet the liberty they take to themselwes
they will not allow to others. Indeed, education never has,
and never wilt have, any real permanent effect on the mind and
manners of mankind, unless it be a Christian education, which
alone can bring forth the fruits of righteousuess,—* Glory to God
in the highest, on earth peace, and good will to the éhildren of men.”
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The manners and morslity of the better classes have, in general,
been ameliorated, and the decencies and proprieties of life are
better observed. Cursing, swearing, drinking to excess, were,
thirty or forty years ago, very common in these classes. The pro-
fanation of the Lord’s day was carried often to a great lengt :—
it was a day of feasting to friends from the city. - At such feasts
deb.nchery reigned ; and nothing was more common than to see
the guests of some returning home drunk, singing and roar-
ing, blaspheming, and disturbing all the neighbourhood. Now
searcely anything of all this is either seen or heard. But the evil
habits they have parted with, are taken up by multitudes of the
. working classes, who glory in their shame, and whose vices appear

still more frightful, by wanting the amenity of their superiors. We
speak of the irreligious and ungodly which abound here, as in all
manufacturing pgrishes ; but, as said already, the externally decent,
and apparently pious and church-going population, equal in intelli-
gence, intellectual improvement, and moral and religious habits,
any classes of the same rank found in the country.

Literature.— There are no parochial or other circulating libraries
in the parish. Through the influence of the present minister one
was got up, and continued for many years. It was pretty exten-
sive, but, owing to circumstances unnecessary to be detailed, the
library was sold, and the proceeds distributed amongst the sub-
scribers, The * Levern's Mechanics’ Institution™ has, to a certain
extent, supplied its place.. It has a library, in which some of
the best publications are to be found, relative to science and the
arts, and especially to mechanies,

Charitable Institutions.— There are in the parish one Society
for charity, and seven Friendly Societies, whose object is the re-
lief of their members when sick, or reduced to poverty. Some
of them have been in existence since 1797 ; others were instituted
in 1799, 1805, 1806, 18149, and 1821. Hitherto, their happy
tendency has been to promote industry, and excite the desire of
independence, whilst they remove the humbling idea arising from
parochial or eleemosynary charity,

Poor and Parochial Funds,— The average number of persons
receiving parochial aid from the poor’s fund, from Fe bruary 1836
to- February 1837, was 168, out o a population of 9187 souls,
The gross expenditure in 1886 was L. 595, 12s. 24d., ;hing
Upon an average nearly L. 8, 10s. 11d. to each per annum. This

sum of L. 595, 12s. 23d. was raised as follows By collections at
3
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the church doors, L. 18, 15s. 8d. ; proclamation dues, L. 13, 18s. ;
hearse and mortcloth hires, L.5, 0s. 2d.; effects of a pauper
deceased, L. 41, 13s. 41d.; assessment, L. 518, 15s. 0d.

There is no disposition among the pooraestraining them from
seeking parochial relief Those that are born and bred in the
parish, and whose relatives and friends are in comfortable circum-
stances, feel backward to ask relief from the funds, counting it
degrading; but the English and Irish poor have no such feeling,
and often make clamorous solicitation to be put upon the roll.

Fairs.—These are in number 5. Four of them are held at
Neilston ; three of them for cattle, on the third Tuesday of Fe-
bruary, May, and October, old style; and the fourth for horse-
racing, &e. on the fourth Tuesday of July, new style. At Barr-
head, there is a fifth fair held for horse-racing ; and a cattle-market
on the last Friday and Saturday of June, new style.

Inns.—The inns and alehouses are in number 58, and the
quantity of spirits sold in them will be the best answer to the
query, *“ what are their eflects on the morals of the people P
That quantity for eleven months only was 19,403 -gallons, most
of which is consumed on the Saturday evenings, and on the Lord’s
days; five hundred gallons more, the excise officer supposes, are
used, though not in his ledger, and which he is unable to detect,
making in all, 19,908 gallons, at 8s. 6d. on an average ; and the
amount on this average for the eleven months is L. 8458, 15s. 04d.
This expenditure proves the high wages which the people receive ;
and the demoralizing effects which such a quantity of spirituous
liquors muss have upon their morals and habits, may easily be
supposed.

‘uel.—The fuel used is coal of various descriptions,—one kind
for dowestic use, another for the furnaces of the public works,
and a third for making gas. Some of the first is obtained at the
Nitshill pits, and Paisley collieries, about the distance of three
miles from some, and four or four and a-half miles from others,
Most of the latter is got at Hurlet, and the other pits in the pa-
rish, and the splint or hard coal for the gas is obtained from
Muirkirk, a distance of thirty miles.

MisceLLaNEoUs OBSERVATIONS,
The variations betwixt the present state of the parish and that

which existed at the time of the last Statistical Account, are as
numerous as they are striking. Saveits situation. and extent, its
hills and crags, nothing almost is the same now asin ¥790. Every
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thing has undergone a change. The soil has been improved and
fertilized, and the climate rendered milder and more genial, by
draining and drying the land, and by sheltering belts and clumps
of planting. In 1790y there were only two small cotton-mills, one
printfield, and two bleachfields. In 18387, there are six large cot-
ton-mills, eight printfields, and eight bleachfields, besides a variety
of ather works. In 1790, the population was 2330 souls, in 1836
it was 9187, In 1790, there were only one Episcopalian, one
Roman Catholie, and six Dissenters in the parish ; in 1836 there
were, Episcopalians, 236; Roman Catholics, 1091; Dissenters,
1296 ; total, 2623. In 1790, there were 429 sittings for a popu-
lation of 2330 souls; in 1836, there were only 830 sittings for
a population of 9187. In 1790, there were only three schools in
the parish ; now there are thirteen, besides five at mills, and four
female schools for reading and sewing. In 1790, the school-
master’s salary was only L. 8, 6s. 84, ; now it is about L. 36,
with an excellent school-house and small garden. In 1790, there
were no Justices of the Peace, save one ; now there are nine, five
of whom are residents, In 1790, there was no Justice of Peace
Court ; in 1837, there is one held the first Monday of every month,
alternately at Neilston and at Barrhead. In 1790, there were an-
noally killed from thirty to forty cows; in 1836, there were slain 380.
In 1790, the killing of a lamb was a rare thing, and the flesher
went round amongst the better sort, as he called them, to inquire
who would take a leg of it ; in 1836, there were slain in the parish
168 lambs, 778 sheep, 654 veals, and 20 swine. In 1790, the
roads were scarcely passable, but in the droughts of summer, and
hard frosts in winter ; but now, owing to the conversion of the
statute labour, the country roads are excellent., In 1790, there
was only one public road through the parish to Dunlop, Stewarton,
Kilmarnock, and the whole of the west country. It was exceed-
ingly hilly and steep, in many places, and kept in bad condition.
In 1837, there is a splendid turnpike road, which leads through
the whole length of the parish to Itvine and the western coast.
This road, which runs up the course of the Levern, and along the
beautiful banks of Loch-Libo, is almost a dead level from Glas-
gow to Irvine. The making and alteration of this line of road from
the old one, cost, it is said, the trustees about L. 18,000. There
aré on it and the other turnpike roads in the parish, in all, twenty-
two bridges, great and small

Another great advantage would accrue to the inhabitants of Neil-
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ston and the coal-masters of the east, especially to Mr Dickson
of the fire-work, were a rallway to be carried from the canal at
Rochil to the west of Barrhead, or Mr Cunningham’s field. Such
a railway would pay well, from the immense quantity of coal used
at the numerous public works in this parish, and by its inhabitants.

In 1790, there were no stage coaches running from the parish to
Glasgow, or Paisley, or Irvine. In 18386, there were four, viz. the
Levern Trader, the Perseverance, the Sons of Commerece, and the
Union stage-coach from Irvine to Glasgow, by Loch-Libo. Ali
these started in the morning about nine o’clock, and returned in
the evening. On Thursdays, two started, one from Neilston and
Barrhead, and returned in the afternoon.

Thus easy and ample means of conveyance are afforded to the
cast and west, and north. Still, a very great advantage would be
conferred upon the manufacturers and masters of public works, if
the tolls were lowered. About twenty-six carts from the public works
and carriers of Barrhead and Neilston, besides others, pass four
tolls a day, the rates of which are very high. In 1790, there were
only about five or six publicans; in 18386, there were hifty-eight.

But the greatest of all the changes made on the parish, is in its
rental,—which in 1790 was little more than L. 3000, —while now
it amounts to L. 16,473, 5s. 9d. In 1790, the value of the whole
land in the parish at thirty years’ purchase was L. 20,0005 it s
now at the same rate L. 494,250.%

The improvements required here are,—that our fown should be
created a burgh of barony, with 1ts magistrates and police, and a
good, strong, and efficient jail. Next, the parish church should
be enlarged, or another built at Barrhead ; for how ecan it be cx-
pected that a man excluded from religious instruction and divine
ordinances, can be a good moral man ¥ Yet here are 9187 all ex-
cluded, save 830. Can this state of things lead men to * fear
God, honour the King, and meddle not with them that are given
to change 7

Excepting the flow mosses, it appears that at one timé or other
this parish had been all under cultivation ; and by proper draining,

* We omitted above to advert to the management of dunghills, which is susceptible
of an improvement of the highest importance, This improvemeant would be, to build
them in the form of a hay stack, and square,—and to have a trench around them, and
a well at the bottom of it, where the drippings of the cows in the byre may fall. The
dung to be spread evenly on the * middes,” then watered with the drippings from
the well ; and with the straw covered from the sun and wind. Let this be done daily,
ﬂ.n-;l in spring the * midden" will cut like a piece of new cheese, and be doubly valu.
abie,
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the moss is capable of being improved. ‘There are great facilities
to this from the ready means of external commumecation, and the
abundaot cominand of manure, lime, and coal. But lime or manure
are of no use till the mosses are drained and levelled, and cleared of
bent. Thelime, to the amount of eightor nine chaldersperacre, wili,
after two or three years rest, call its productive powers into action §
and, by judicious management and cropping, the improver will
not only have the delightful feeling of making a new creation to
spring up on his property, but of adding to his wealth, and en-
creasing the comforts and happiness of the labouring classes.

The suceess of Colonel Fulton, (though there were no other
example in the parish,) is anmimating and encouraging to the rest
of the heritors, who have abundance of moss to cultivate, which is
as susceptible of improvement as either Colonel Fulton’s, or Mr
Graham’s hills of Fereneze. A word to the wise is .enough. Let
those who are fearful of the expense, and the doubtfulness of an
ample return for their outlay, ponder well the following extract,
taken from the Ayrshire Agricultural Report, drawn by that ta-
lented and skilful improver, William Aiton, Esq. late of Strathaven.

“ If,” says he, ¢ the noble families of Loudon and Dumfries,
and other proprietors of the soil, would pay attention to that spe-
cies of improvement—bent-moss—-1n any degree suitable to its im-
portance, their revenues might be greatly augmented, the industry
of their tenants amply rewarded,+and the food of man, from these
quarters, greatly multiplied. 1 know no way in which so great a
return can be obtained with so little advance, and so great cer-
tainty, as in the improvement of the bent-moss. When purchasﬂa
of land are made, the proprietor is contented with a return of 3%
or 4 per cent. of the price he has paid; but by a judicious and
well-conducted improvement of bent-moss, 20, 50, and in many
instances 100 per cent. per annum, may be obtained for, all the
money advanced on that species of improvement,—--a profit so great,
the satisfaction of enlarging their own estates, and increasing their
rent-roll, without diminishing that of any other person; exciting
industry among their tenantry ; multiplying the food of man, and
the resources of the nation ; will, I sincerely hope, rouse all who
- have bent-moss on their estates, instantly tp set about the reclaim-
ing of it. It is by far the most profitable, and at the same time
the most patriotic species of improvement that can be pursued.”

March 1837.
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