PARISH OF MARKINCH.

PRESEYTERY COF KIERKALDY, SYNOD OoF RFIFE.

THE REY. J. SIEVERIGHT, MINISTER.

I.—Torouraruy aNDp Naruran HisTory,
Boundaries —-MARRINCH is bounded on the neorth, by the pa-

rishes of Falkland and Kettle; on the south, by Dysart and
Wemyss; and on the east, by Keonoway and Leven. The ge-
neral form of the parish is quadrilateral, the lines of boundary
being pretty regular, except on the eastern side, which is deeply
indented by the parish of Kennoway,®

Name.—The church and village of Markinch are situated on
the summit and declivity of a gentle eminence, which, at a remote
period, has, doubtless, been surrounded by water, but in more re-
cent times, by a deep morass, which, though now drained, and in
many parts covered with buildings, may still be distinetly traced
throughout its original extent. If it is cunsidered, then, that, at
the commencement of the present era, the whole country was co-
vered with & dense and impenetrable forest,—the approprigteness
of the name will be sufficiently apparent, Mark or Merk, in the
language of Scandinavia, signifying a forest, and Ynys or Insch, in
ancient Celtic, an island.—hence the Celto-Pictish name Markinch
or * Island of the Forest.”¢

Within the insular limits we have thus described, are included
the knoll or eminence on which the church stinds, towards the
south ; and Markineli hill, towards the north ;—the two being cons
nected by a sloping ridge, along the summit and sides of which, the
primitive habitations were necessarily constructed ; but since ‘the

' There has lately beon publisbad a wel] executed map of the parish by Mr James
r, land-surveyor in Maridach. BTy
The more sncient orthography is Merkinch, In West. Goth, Muerks signifes
A Emit or boupderythe Angio-Saxon, Meare, the mme—tius, Mooredawd, soal.
':;:ﬂhh fines terrmbart both, nnppmhmd,mdnﬁnﬂ;:'{wu illl"-rh oyivi, np theo iu
®oTdn-farests in ancient tisoos ofiqn farming the ipal boundsrine hﬂﬂm :
different conntries and mates, and their miner territorial mb?lfgﬂnm. This js one of the -
fow words; whish, with Httle variation in sonod | o , are b o i
g, sncirot and modern.  West. Goth, Mark, Marke, xolg, Bmer.  Fib
Merki; ‘Aog. Bax. Mesre; Ial. Mark, MGrk; Ger. Marck; Engl. Mdrk; Beg
g::;“'t » Mare; Armor. Mare; Fr. Marque; Bp. and I Marcs ; Fers.
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drainage of the marshy ground in the neighbourhood, the village
‘has extended itself on all sides, and now contains a population of
1300 inhabitants. Being neither a royal burgh, however, nor
burgh of barony, its annually chosen magistracy is but a nominal
thing ; while want of funds, and much more of the avthority neces-
sary to levy an assessment, has hitherto prevented the adoption of
those measures of internal police and embellishment, which are
really indispensable to the health and comfort of a crowded and
increasing population,

Extent.—-The extent of the parish is about 6 miles in length.by
5 in breadth. Its superficial area may be estimated at 10,200 im-
perial acres.

Topographical Appearances.— The general aspect of the country
is varied and picturesque. From the Lomond Hilis, as a back-
ground on the north, it slopes gently toward the south and east.
The parish is intersected by four fertile valleys, watered by as
many streams, which unite towards the eastern extremity. The
valleys are separated by corresponding ridges of low hills; each
chain rising graduslly above the other in the direction of the sum.
mit level. Nor are thriving and extensive plantations wanting to
beighten the natural beauties of the landscape,—and the varied
succession of hill and dale. The proportion of wood is conside-
rable, and being principally of the ornamental kind, and in the vi-
cinity of gentlemen’s seats and villas, it is so disposed as to pro-
duce the most favourable effect.
 Geology.—In this department we shall confine ourselves to &
plain statement of facts, abstaining as much as possible from spe-
culative conelusions, and avoiding all reference to conflicting theo-
ries.

. We first notice the remarkable range of low hills, composed of
fine sand and water-worn stones, skirting the northern side of the
valley of the Leven, These hills vary in height, generally ac-
cording to their distance from the course of the stream, or lowest
level. Those of them that are isolated and detached, form an
acute angle with the axis of the valley; that-is, supposing the
valley of the Leven to run in & south-easterly direction, the emi-
nences in question extend lengthways, almost due east and wesb:
The southern slope will be found to be in almost all instancss
very gradusl, while the declivity towards the north is gs invariably
" bold and abrupt. Hence, if our observations are correct, we think
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the conclusion obvious, that these elevations have been generated
by the action of u tidal wave, ascending in the direction of Loch
Leven, and having a lateral action diverging from the Frith of
Forth, as the central line of direction of the great tidal streami.
Hazarding the opinion, that these hills were formed by the action
of an ebbing and flowing current, we find undeniable prﬁufs of
marine agency in the marl beds which lie within a few feet of the
surface, at the distance of less than a mile from the p'arish church.
These beds wvary in thickness from 3 to 4 feet, and consist en-
tirely of marine shells, among which the Mpytilus, Buccinum, and
Cardium aculeatum predominate. In connection with this fact,
we have to notice the incredible numbers of water worn-boulders,
of all sizes and dimensions, found upon and near the surface, or
imbedded in the diluvial clay of which the subsoil is composed.
These rolled 'masses. compreliend most varieties of the primitive
rocks, among which, basalt, greenstone, and porphyry predomi-
nate. Granite, goeiss, and micaceous schist are next in the order
of abundance. None of these rocks are found in situ for mﬁnjr
miles, and then only in a westerly direction. The clay in which
these boulders are imbedded, is nearly, if not altogether, devoid
of organic remains, while their appearance clearly betrays long
exposure to the action of a powerful earrent. Whence, and in
what manner, these boulders were hrﬂught into their present po-
sition, and in such incredible numbers, it is difficult to r.:-::ugacture 3
unless we may suppose that they bave been transported thither
by a powerful current flowing from the westward, continuous in
duration, rather than of the nature of a sudden and transient erup- -
tis, ‘This conjecture derives countenance from the fact, that-
the boulders are imbedded in the clay at various depths, and that
those of them that belong to the trap famnly, differ very :'ﬁaantqarmllg.r
in their character, from the great trap vein or dike by which the
parish is . intersected from east to west, and which is _ﬂf the por~ i
phyritic kind, spotted with nodules of su]phuret of -iron, and 'with 2
micaceous lamine. This remarkable dike is traceable from the il
Leven, about a 'mile. south of the village, intersecting the Balgo® S
me coal—heid, in & straight line to Kingsdale, near Kennoway; 3
whare it is prutruded. At the poiat where it crosses the Balbirs e ek
me: coal basin, near. Plasteter’s Inn,iit; is, said . to form -a solid. :
ﬁﬂmpact masy, 30 feet in thickness. ' In’ appmar:hmg the trap,:
the coa) is thrown | up ina mmuk&bﬁ&mnn&r,,tdf at Jask it.is. eut -
o altegathier. A bove carried ﬂoﬁh ' thé de;ith of 100, 3&;%.
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658 FIFESHIRE,

on the south side of the dike, traversed successive beds of clay,
sand, and gravel, but no indications of eoal or of rock of any kind
were discovered. The trap is projected through the great bed of
sandstone, on which the whole of this part of the country reposes,

Sandstone.— The cousistency of this-rock varies from a minute
breecia to the utmost degree of fineness and hardness; the colour
from a deep yellow to the purest white, The colouring matter is
derived from iron in a state of chromate, with which the superin-
cumbent soil is strongly impregnated. The dip of the sandstone
beds seems to depend almost entirely on accidental circumstances,
The strata are found in all positions from the horizontal to the
vertical. In many instances, it is found in what the quarrymen
term f’unearfs, that is, in solid cone-shaped masses of immense di-
mensions, unstratified, and without cleavage in any direction. In
this state, on ‘being broken up, the surfaces often present a blis
tered or sintry appearance. But this is pecaliar to the fine-grain-
ed and harder qualities of the sandstone. The coarser sort is re-
gularly stratified in layers of uniform thickness, easily separated by
means of the wedge and lever. It is in this kind that organic re-
mains are almost exclusively found. These remains eonsist of
cacti, and trunks of trees protruded perpendicularly ; the roots re-
posing sometimes on the coal beds below, but for the most part
without trace of branches or leaves, Impressions, however, of the
bark, branches, and leaves of trees are not unfrequent on the sur-
face of the strata,

Organic Remains.— With regard to fossils, we may state that
.'-'Fgetab]e remains are found in the greatest abundance and va-
‘Tiety in the softer bituminous and harder shales, and in the slate
clays. They comprehend principally impressions of the leaves and
stems of plants, and are common, we.believe, to the whole coal-
field on the eastern shores of Fife,

:.’I:ﬁmmiagy.——ﬂasides the conerete and stratified rocks already
briefly enumerated, the department of mineralogy supplies speci-
mens of rock crystal containing various extraneous substances
Crystals of quartz of great beauty are oceasionally found in the
sandstone and trap rocks ; to these may be added, though mor
rarely, nodules of agate, carnelian, chalcedony, and jaspen®

dronstons.—Ironstone is found in the parish in great abundance:

* For in i i E e
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Soon after the publication of the last Statistical Report, a company
from Newcastle, projected an iron-work on the Balgonie estate.
Much expense was incurred, and the scheme had a sufficient trial,
but ultimately proved unsuccessful, and the enterprising indivi-
duals engaged in it suffered considerable loss. It has long since
been abandoned. ‘The stone, however, containing in some por-
tions as much as B0 per cent. ore, has frequently been exported
to the Tyne for smelting. At present the working of it inter-
fores with a seam of coal, and is entirely suspended.

Balbirnie Coul.—The coal so denominated lies on both banks
of the Leven, principally on the estate of Balbirnie, but partly in
the lands of Rothes and Coull, in one continuous seam. A por-
tion of the field belonging to the Earl of Rothes has at different
times been leased to the proprietor of Balbirnie, who possesses pecu-
liar advantages for working it, as the greater portion of the coalthat
is level free, and also more than half the under level, are in the Bal-
birnie estate. This coal was wrought at a very remote period, but
not extensively, previously to the year 1780,—when the nature of
the field was more accurately ascertained by means of bores,—
proceeding from the old wastes in the direction of the river, from
whence a mine carried across the metals, rendered the field level
free to a very considefable extent. In fact, no other means of
drainage seems to have been resorted to for a period of forty years,
during which time upwards of 365,000 tons of coals are computed’
to have been raised and sold. The Balbirnie coal is now-drained
by means of water-engines on the Leven; that on Coull by a
steam-engine.

The field is somewhat irregular in shape, but approaches most
nearly the figure of an ellipse or horse-shoe. It is what is called
& Trough Coal. The dip of the Balbirnie seams is very irregu-
lar. QOn the east side it is sometimes 45°, on the west 12°. The
seams are three in number, and in thickness as follows :— 14, Up-
per coal, a soft cherry, 1 foot & inches; 24, Main seam, cherry
and splint, 4 feet 6 inches; 84, Under coal, cherry, 2 faet.

The following is a section of the strata passed throogh in sink
g & bore on the south crop, near Newton Bridge, abont half a
mile from the village of Markinch : '

Fath. Fe. In. - Fath. Fe. In,
1, Burface, ; 0 1 6 4 Grawel bed,
2. Sand, mixed with gra- 5. Dark biue bigas, |
ey« e k., O 4 . 6 Whitish fivealsy, -
8. Brown elay, mixed with 7. White fressione .

whinstone, - 7 3 8 | partings,

Efd 4 T Thir Universty of Edinbuergh
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, Fath.,  Ft. In. | Fath, Pt In.

8. While soft till, - o 2 7 15 Bleas, with gray frose
8. Bleasn, with griy frea- stong bands, | - 3 o 0
stone landa, - 2 i i 16. Blue.-coloured bleas, O 3 8§
10. Grayish freeqmn{-, with i7. Coal, 0 1 ©
L puriings, i 4 8 18. Brownish fﬂzmﬁ-ne, {) i 2
11, Dark-colovred pur:mr, 0 0 3 19 Coal splint, - 0 1 11
182, eray freestone, with = )L Soft hlea piruﬂg, - ) I |
parting, - i 3 10 21, Coul - 0 3 8

. 13 Cend, W} 1 10

14. Bisck r.’.'ﬂ'ﬂurﬂ'd till, 0 0. &4 i Fathorns, 21 1 - 14

- But the strata vary in thickness, as well as the coal seams, at
~ dlfﬁ.rﬂnt points in the field. I genéral the depths from the sur-
face to the different seams may be set down as fullnws-;—-Frum
surface to upper seam, 17} fathoms; to main coal, 23 do.; t
under coal, 30 do. : : i

At Balbirnie the engine is erected on the main seam, with a
draft of 25 fathoms, two fathoms being cut below the coal for what
is called a sump or well, so that there are no shafts 30 fathoms
deep. Cuts are carried right and left from the bottom of the shaft
to the upper and under seams, the depth being 25 fathoms, or 50
yards, as poted above. This engine stands on the ‘lowest part of
the seam, the coal rising on either side of it. The whole field is
thus rendered accessible to the miner, if we except about twenty
acres of the lower seam, which can only be drained by ap addi-
tion of power to the water-engine, and by sinking the shaft seven
fathoms deeper. Various bores have been made with a view to the
discovery of new seams of coal, but without success. One in par
ticular, from the pavemeént of the main coal, near the centre of
the coal-field, was carried down to the depth of 67 feet 4 inches,
till interrupted by a bed of stone, so hard, that in a whole wesk
only six inches were bored through, and the attempt was, there-
{urﬂ, re]mqulshad i

"Fhe average price of Balbitnie coal may be stated at 8s. per
ten; butithe price varies according to the’ quality.

The.colliers, in"addition’ to their daily earnings, are alluwa-:i 2
free house and garden. : Coals for their own use are charged to
them at the’_.hﬂmng rate. . ‘The following talile will give a compa~

" vative view of thel rate of wages for the years specified. We pre-
4 mike that a single - collier. ig re{:kuﬂed to hew at gn avﬂmge tee.
geiih IOﬂdﬁr par diem. -

AR 1770 to lmw 1790 to- 13}0:0 1810t 1620 to 16509

e E:; Yearb, -lgsg l?ﬂ% 1790 1809, 1819, 10, 1630,
w;lnﬁm poa iui, :Eh.ﬂg{d. . 114, &.lﬁ s.aﬁt 3.3,;

. .. ws .
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Dislocations and Obstructions.—'The trap dike by which’ the
Balbirnie coal-field is intersected, has already been noticed under
the section of (Geology, as well as its effocts in throwing up and cat-
ting off the coal seams. A similar vein of trap cuts off the gi;:.f} to
the north of Coull engine. Oeccasional hitches are met with in all
parts of the field, raising or depressing the strata, but without offer-
ing any very serious obsiacles to the operations of  the miner.
The upper coal being only 18 inches in thickness, and the diffi-
eulty of sufficiently enlarging the galleries, from the nature of the
strata in immediate contact with it, being very considerable, the
men suffer severely from a confined and hampered position, and
from bad atr, so that their general health and appearance are there-~
by, in process of time, sensibly affected. Asthma and consump-
tion are the complaints to which they are most liable, and at the
age of thirty many of. them look old men. Formerly, when en-
gaged on the main seam, many reached the ages of sixty, seventy,
and eighty. Now, what with the thin seams, bad air, and an un-
guarded use of ardent spirits, it is rare to find an old man among
them,

Balgonie Coal, the property of James Balfour, Esq. of Whit-
tingham, has been worked for centuries. In the old valuation of
the county in the year 1517, Coaltoun is mentioned as one of “ the -
pertinents” of Balgonie. The waste may be traced for several
miles along the line of bearing, and the coals have been exhausted
in the same direction to a depth of 14 fathoms, as far as the free
level admitted. In 1731, a water engine was erected, which drain-
ed the coal to the depth of 30 fathoms, but in succeeding years,
this engine was overpowered by the increased accumulation of water
from hitches, and the tacksman to whom the field had been leased
‘substituted a windmill farther on the crop. - Operations were car-
tied on in this way till the year 1743, when it was found impos-
sible any longer to compete in the market with ‘the Balbirme
coals, ‘and the working was consequently relinguished. This sus-
pension continued for more than forty years, till at last, in 1785,
more powerful engines were erected, and the coal throughout the
whole field rendered accessible to the former depth of 30 fathoms,
but still only reaching to the 9 feet or upper seam. . This coal is
presently worked at Thornton, near the bridge of Orr, by steam
power. The Balgonie is known to ba a continuation of the Dy-
sart coal. ‘The strata dip towards the south-east, and consequent-

dy crop out in north-westerly direction, at an nuglwnf from 25° to
ki ST AR TN : j.
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21°, or a rise of 1 in 24 or 3; but the angle varies at different
points; in the field at Thornton, for instance, the rise is only 74°
or about 1 in 8. '

There are two seams of coal along the whole line of bearing ; the
depth on the level is from 25 to 35 fathoms to the first, or what is
commonly called the 8 feet seam, which consists of

Ft. In.
1. Splint coal, . 2 d
2. White Dwulic atone, - 0 6 Hard at first, but falls when exposed to weather.
3 Spar coal, - 1 3
4. Bame as pecond - o 4
5- H'Eﬂd Eﬂ'ﬂ]. - H ; é
6. Stone as second - 0 B
7. Bottom coal, _. 4 4} not wrought.
iz 5

Deduct 2, 4, 6 stone, 1 6

Thickness of coal, Feet 10 11 -

But a material alteration takes place in the thickness of the
Balgonie upper seam after crossing the hitch at Thornton. Ob
the south or Dysart side of that point the total thickness increases
to 13 feet 10 inches as follows:

Ft in.
1. Splint coal, - a 0
2. Daulk stone - a g
3. Spar coal, ’ - } 3 } Roof.
4. Btone, - - 0 4
5. Head cosl, - 3 10
B. Mid stone, - o 8
7. Bottom coal, - b 2
B. (iround stone - a B :
8. Ground coal, ’ - 1 T } Pavement.
' Feet 16 O
Deduct stone, Nosa. 2, 4, 6, B, @ a
Thicknesa of coal, Feet 128 10

The second seam, commonly called the seven feet coal, lies 10
fathoms below the vine feet coal above-mentioned, or to a depth of

. Fe. In,

1. Hesd coal, - 1 2

2. Head stone, - 0O G

3. BUtm EDI.L - - .E 10

4. Stone, - . K1) 10

5. Road cosl, - - 1 0

6. Seona, - - - 0 6

- 7. Reugh coal, - 1 2
T L ; Feet 7 4]
Deduct atene, Nos. &, 4, 6, 1 H{i
Thicksess. of coai, Feat 5 2

Th_ﬂ common inode of wuriﬁng the coal at Thornton is what is

a1
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techoically termed * stoop and througher.” The working rooms
are 13 feet wide, and the pillars 15 feet ; the width of the rooms
contracting on nearing the erop, or where the roof is insecure.
The average number of colliers employed may be stated at 80.
They are paid at the rate of 24d. per load of 20 stones Dutch, for
large coal, which sells at Is, per load. The small coal costs 13d.
per load for hewing, and sellsat 6d. The sale was originally con-
fined to the country demand, busg latterly the manufactories on the

Leven and Orr waters, and in Kirkaldy, have drawn their supplies.

from hence. With more powerful engines for drawing off the
water, the coal seams on Balgonie may be regarded as inexhaust-
ible, as they dip to the east, and are never found to rise to the sur~
face in a direction opposite ta the line of bearing.
I1.—Civi. Histronry.
Antiguities,— Markinch Hill.—This remarkable hill, on the
southern slope of which the village is partly built, is an object
alike interesting to the geologist and the antiquary. It is com-
posed of a fine sand, intermixed with water-worn stones, and rises
to the height of about 100 feet above the level ground in the vi-
cinity, extending in a coutinuous ridge from east to west about 300
yards, At either extremity it sinks abruptly, and is flanked by two
smaller eminences, that to the west terminating in the marshy
ground along the line of Balbirnie Park wall, while that on the
east is separated from Dalginch Law by a deep and narrow ravine,
through which Balbirnie burn flows. The southern slope of the
hill is sufficiently gradual, but on the northern side it is naturally
precipitous, and has been rendered more so by the labours of art,
The whole of this side of the hill from the base upwards is cuot
into terraces, which seem to have been continued round its extre=
mities. On that towards the east, indeed, they may be stilt dis-
tinctly traced, but towards the west they are obliterated, the hilt
having been cut down, partly to allow a passage for the road, and
partly for the purpose of obtaining sand and gravel. ‘These ter-
Faces, six in number, are of an average breadth of 20 feet, and rise
each above the other in regular gradation from 10 to 12 feet.
Thﬂ}' overlook a level field of ahout twelve acres, which, before
being drained, must have formed an impnssable morass, 'Lhere id
0 very definite tradition why or when thess terraces were formed.
The woost probable conclusion is, that they are the work of the

Roman invaders, who, uader Agricola, overran this part of the

“ountry, eovering it with .entrenchments and fortifications, as a

43 The University ol Edinburgh
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basis for more distant operations. For advancing this opinion in’
preference to any other, our reasons are briefly these :——1sf, Tn o

militery point gf view, and according to the modes of warfare then

in use, the position is one of the strongest which the whole coun-

try affords. The natural advantages of its situation, indeed, must

have rendered it nearly impregnable with but & handful of defen-

ders, while, as a fortified camp, it was capable of receiving several le-

gions. - 2dly, It forms one of a chain of similar fastnesses, most
advantageously situated for commanding the surrounding coantry,

for mutual suppert, and for keeping up a direct communication

with the coast and with the interior. 8d, The extent of the works
above described, the great amount of labour and industry required

for their completion, and, above all, their form and regularity, se
little in unison with the rude and desultory habits of the aborigi-
nal inhabitants, and so unsuited to their savage modes of warfare;

while in all these respects they very exactly characterize the en-
torprise and skill of their invaders, and their superior advancement
in the art of defensive warfare,

- Maiden Castle— At the eastern eatremity of the parish, and in

the immediate vicinity of the village of Kennoway, are to be’seen

the vestiges of ancient fortifications, running along a narrow but
ﬂpmeﬁhat elevated ridge of sand-hills, commanding the surround-
jog plain. In the ease of an invasion from seaward this would na-

turally have been regarded as the first defensible position, being
scarcely two miles from the mouth of the Leven, and forming the

key to the iuterior of the country towards the north and west

Whether the Scots, Romans, or Danes were its first occupants it

s now impossible to determine. That it has been the scene of

some bloody conflict is evident from the number of stone-coffins
contalning human bones, that have been dug up in the immediate
neighbourhood, - Farther westward, in the direction of Markinch,
weapons of war, peculiar to the Romans, have from time to time

been found. ~The highest point of the ridge in question rises to
the height of perhaps 80 feet above the small stream which runs at
the foot of:it.. On this knoll, the Pretorium or citadel, known by

;Eﬂ,namlér of the Maiden Castle, has stood. Its form has beep

that of a square, and it measures about 80 paces across. = Accord

. ing to Besethius, this was a castle of Macduff, Thane of Fife. Ha

description. of it is sufficiently precise, and is valuable as the o8

plausible. record concerning: a spot, that has once evidently been o

Jowe importance. . ¢ Supersunt inter Divi Kenethi templum ¥
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Levenam amnem, eadem in regione, arcis septenivallis olim septs
totidemque fossis uti nunc est videre, vestigia ; ubi bujus clarissi-
mi viri post eum vitd functum posteritas longa secula habitavit.”*

Dalginch, which lies to the east of the village of Markinch, at
the distance of a quarter of a mile, is the reputed site of snother
of Macduff’s castles. ' Its more modern name is Bruuton,+ snd -a
subterranecus opening from the present house, but which has long
been closed, is'said, in popular tradition, to communicate with the
Maiden Castle abuve-mentioned, which is distantin a straight line -
between two and three miles, The supposition is teo absurd to
admit of being reasoned upon. However, that, at a comparatively
recent period, Dalginch was a place of considerable note, wili ap-~
pear by the following extract from the Ancient Digest of Scottish
Laws, known by the name of Regiam Mojestatem, ascribed, we
believe, to the vsurper Macbeth. . SEEE

“ Ad quee loca tenentur Warranti venire.”
CeX X, '

s Jlae sunt loca ad quse warranti debent venire ut res calumnia-
tas legitime warrantereat. In Gowrie, apud Sconem. In Star-
month, apud Chmy, &ec. In Fife, apud Dalginche. Hac sunt
loca capitalia Scotia comitatatium per totum regnum.”}

Family Seats.— The most ancient residence of note in the pa-
rish is the Castle of Balfour or Bal-orr, so designated from its si-
tuation near the cunfluence of the Orr and the Leven. It was
originally the seat of the family of Balfour, who thence derive their
name,~—one of the most ancient and respectable in Fife. - About
the year 1860, John de Bethune, described as * familiaris regis
Roberti,” married the daughter and heiress of Sir Michael de
Balfour of that 1k, and with her obtained the estate of Balfour.
The Bethunes are undoubtedly of French extraction, and are re-
puted to derive their name from Bethune, a considerable town in
French Flanders. They came into England with William the
Conqueror. One of them was the companion of Richard Coeur

* Booth. Hist, Lib. x. fol. 206. | | ’

t Now called Barnsles, the sest of Mrs Colonel Paston. ; ek

4 In the edition of the Reglam Majestatem, sopa 1608, the followiog nota is ine
scribed in the margin ;e N. B. Terrm de Dalginche pertinebant olim Jacoho Cook-

buzrn, tempeore Jacobi {1, Regis, aunc dicuntur terve de Bruntoun, st per Wikndlaw
-:-':'# ol e
?

dominum de Torrie powidentur et sunt contigum terris de .Mmhinuha.r’mm; -

Dalginebe continued & prindlpal stat ‘of justice we have no mesns of

i‘rﬂﬂﬂy as long ms the Thanes of Fife maivtained ap independent jurisdiction
arkizehe must have been & place of some note as late aa 1286, in which yes3 it wpm

vidited by Fidward 1. in his progres from St Andrews ‘toSeirling, a2 we Jarn

of Scotland, Vol, .) his fist stage being Markinch, and his next
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de Lion during his return from the Holy Land, and was made '
prisoner along with him by the Duke of Austria. Duchesne in
his * Histoire de la Maison de Bethune,” derives the Scotch
branch from e certain Jacobin de Bethune, who, he says, came to
Scotland about 1448; but there are autbentic documents to prove
that the family were settled in this country as far back as 1165,
Those of them whose names are most distinguished in history are
James Beaton, Archbishop, first of Glasgow, and afterwards of

. 8t Andrews, and Chancellor of the kingdom. St Mary’s or New
College, founded in 1537, remains a monument of this prelate’s
munificence and zeal for learning. He died in 1538, and was suc-
ceeded by his nephew, David Beaton, Cardinal, Legatus 3 latere,
and Chancellor, assassinated by Norman Leslev and his associates,
May 8d 1546. A nephew of the Cardinal, James Beaton, was
elovated to the see of Glasgow. Our limits do not permit us to
enter at greater length into the annals of this ancient and honour-
able house. It may not, however, be deemed superfluous to re-
mark, that the estate of Balfour has been transmitted, in the di-
rect line of hereditary succession, for the space of 480 years, and
in the direct male line for upwards of four genturies.

Westward from Balfour, and on a steep bank overhanging the
Leven, stands the ancient barenial Castle of Balgonie, The most
ancient part of this venerable structure consists of a donjon or keep,
B0 feet in height, and 45 feet by 88 over walls. The basement
story, dimly lighted by a single narrow slit in the massive thickness
of the walls, seems to have served as a prison. It is vaulted, as
well as the storey above. The summit is surrounded by slightly
projecting battlements, with circular fourelles at the angles. The
roof is flat, and paved with square slabs of freestone, On the ter-
race thus“formed, and several feet within the external battlements,
on_three of the sides is erected a lodge of an oblong form, with
chimaies aod sloping roof, serving probably in former times as a
cerps de gerde for the garrison.  Along the bank, locking north-
ward, the first Earl of Leven erected a house of three stories,
communicating with. the tower, and a wing fronting east was ad-
ded by one of his successors, but, from the unisual solidity of the
substructions, and from the range of cellars which they compre-
bend, i structure evidently far from modern, it is to be conjsctur-

- &d, that buildings equal in extent originally occupied the site of
the, present_ edifice, constituting, as now, two sides of & _gua-
drangle ; 'the other two sides being formed by & strong wall of ma-
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sonry. 'The space thus enclosed forms an oblong area of 108
feet by 65. The main entrance into the court is by an arched

gatewny, flanked on each side by ‘towers, which bear marks of hav- -

ing been at one time provided with battlements and machieoulis.
‘Over the arch are the remains of a chamber, communicating with
the tower by a narrow passage conducted in the thickness of the
wall. ‘The castle has once been surrounded on three sides by a
deep fosse, and a strong rampart of earth, On the side of the
river no defence was needed other than the inaccessible nature of
its position. With all these stern appliances and means to pro-

voke assault and to resist aggression, history records no tale of

siege sustained, nor doughty feats of arms performed under its
walls, or within the fair and ample domain by which itis surround-
ed,—nor are its precincts stained by any of those deeds of blood
or torture which throw an interesting gloom over so many similar
monuments of feudal times. The earliest proprietors of Balgony,
of whom there is any record, are the Sibbalds. It afterwards pass-
ed by intermarriage to a cadet of the family of Lundin. In the
reign of Charles I the lands of Balgonie were purchased by Ge-
neral Alexander Leslie, who was created | Earl of Leven by that
hapless monarch, with succession to heirs-general of his body,
lawfully begotten. Owing to the failure of male heirs in the per-
son of Alexander, third Earl of Leven, the title and estates de-
volved to his sister, Lady Catherine Leslie, who was married to
the second son of the then Earl of Melville, and became Countess of
Leven in her own right. By the death of his elder brother, the Lord
Raith, her husband succeeded to his paternal title and inheritance,
thus uniting the two earldoms in one family. In 1828, the beau-
tiful and extensive estate of Balgonie was purchased for the sum of
L. 104,000, by James Balfour, Esq. of. Whittingham, brother of
the late General Balfour of Balbirnie, who, it is understood, de-
signs to rebuild the castle, at present fast hastening o decay, ona
scale answerable to his ample fortune, and the ancient grandeur of
the pile. _

The principal seat of the Balfours was the castle of that name,
as already mentioned. They reckon their descent from the. time-
of King. Duncan, and their names appear as sheriffs of Fife, and
83 present at successive Parliamenta, down to the: reign of Robert
II.. The ancestor of the Balbirnie branch was a cadet of Balfeur

of that Ilk ; who, having married a daughter.of Thomas Sibbald .

of Balgunie, obtained with her a grast of the lands of Dovan, ip

s
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Hie reighi of Robert IIL - One’of his descendants having obtained .
a’charter of thelands of Laletban from ‘Lundin of that IH in 1578,
. was' desugned of ' Lalethan, and" afterwards of - Haihirme, acquired
E by purcliase from a family of the same.name.
B ‘- Halbirnie House, now the property of John Ralfour, Ksq., is
. _ situated about a mileito the west of the parish church. - The house
] is an’ e’legam. miotlern structure, erected by the late General Bal:
! _fm'lr The pnnmlml entrance; which is on the south front, is by
A bandsome portico, formed by columns of the Ionic order, with
.cm‘rg';pﬂndmg pilasters. The whole materials were drawn from
- fregstone quarries on the estate. The house is pleasantly situated
o in a romantic bollow, sheltered from every wind that blows by those
detached and genﬂv undulating eminences, which form so remar-
& kable a feature in the scenery of the vale of Leven. These heights,
‘clothed with some of the finest trees in the country, are rendered
accessible on all sides by means of walks and alkevq, s0 contrived;
‘ag to command at every turn varied and .picturesque views of the
surmundmg country, from the Lomonds to the shores of the Frith
of Furt.h and the coast beyond. The shrubberies around the house,
and alnﬂg a small brook which meanders through the grounds on
the east; are laid out with exquisite taste and effect, and contain,
in great variety and profusion, such plauts and shrubs, native and
‘exotic, as are hardy encugh to withstand the rigors of the winter.
The park, including garden and slirubberies, extends over a sur-
face of 200 aeres. As a complete and elegant residence, Balbirnie
is surpassed by few north of the Tweed. '
' The ‘only other residence in the ]J:l:'l.l'lhh which deserves particu-
lar: mention oh abeownt of its antiquity is Kirkforthar, the seat of
Gaﬁrge J ohtstone Lindsay, Esq. a cadet of the noble and ancient
f&mﬂj‘ of Crawfurd. * Kirkforthar .formed: part of the Lord Lind-
pay’s ancient estate of Struthers, and became a soparate branch in
the' following ‘mauner : David, Lord Lindsay of Byres, aspoused
thé ¢ause of King Jumeés I1L in opposition to the views of his son;
“James 1V., who was stirred up by the confederated nobles to be-
éome’ their tesder i a foul and unnutuml rebellion. - Lord Lind-
Koy cdmmnnde& the father’s adherents,.” The two hostile armies
having' met’ at' Savrchieburm, a battle took place, which issued it
“the defodt and dedth of the unfortunate James 111 Immediately
£ aﬁur; Labed Eipdsny was arraigoed of Bigh treason. ' Although he
L ned e mmlleﬁt #oldier; and hadigreat experience-in the service'
SiGE glﬁ»ﬂ@% mm yob he was but. iltt'le gifted with court phmmlm_i -

.......
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or versed in judicial procedure, and in: his defenca. made. B cutting:
and sarcastic speech, which drew dowa upon him the. displeasure L
of the king and of his Judgeq. But Patrick Lmdiﬂ}r, Bid: brother- i
german, who wad bred a lawyer, .on hearing  his brother’s speech, '_
and witnessing its effects, craved permission to.plead his cause, 34
which he did with so much address, that Lord Lindsay was goguik- -
"ted. The old Baron, touched with a piece of service so sensongble
god important, immediatelg exclaimed, *“ Well spoke, Pat; for:your
pyot tongue tak’ ye the mains of Kirkforthar.” * .
Besides the above, several families of note once n:mde part. of
the parish anstncraﬂy, but are now extinct, and scaree a vestige of

their dwellings remains,

II].~—~PoruraTion.
The population of the parish has increased ata ra.p:d rate dunng

the last century. Within the last seventy years it has considessbly
more than doubled.  As population and means of subsistence are
intimately connected, this great local increase may be atfributed,
in a great measure, to the introduction of new branches of pro-
ductive. industry, which, by supplying regular employment, both
retained the native population, and attracted influx from less fa-
voured distriets—emigration even of individuals hemg very: rara

" Yenra, . 1755, 1700, 1801, b2 .m0 R |~ - KRR
Population, 2188 2790, 31s0. 4661, 5996, . .
1V.—Inpusray. SEREY '
..d'grwufture.-—’l ke number of acres under cultll.!amm amaunts

to about 8500, 350 of which are let in small lots  varying from 1 4
to 10 acres, and on leases varying from one to seven years.. T4 he :
remainder is let in about forty-three farms of varipus sizes. - There 5
are about 400 acres in feus or sma)l holdings in perpetuity, for anians ) i
nual paymment, varying from a merely nominal a’ekmwlﬂdgmenk o Tl
L.16 per mnperial acre. 'These, feus are ch;ﬂﬁy i the villagen ' E‘
and extend from s few pﬂles to several acres em:h. Thni».m‘o '
about 800 acres under plantations, and.a' mosa, the naly Oopsdmthe
parish from which peats are dog for fuel, may contain. 100:mgke. ks :i”
The quantity. of land held by proprietors. of bleachfields-and.iof { RS

% Lindsay or Lindessay waa originally’ nn - Anglo-Saxon. daridber: i'the oninty of
Lincols ; and one of the great Jil-wg:mnn of that county bears the name of L q?
this du;. The eon of ‘the Earl of Lmﬂ.’#g. sfter'the fatsl Eoid ; ;

panicd Edward: Asbeling into Seothind to:thd court of wmnﬂ-  The biro
Prisicipal branches o stema of this once: potent fahily were represonted—{he - onwy by

Earls of Crawford, the other by Lord Licdmy of the; it the
; ¥ 1. when the whole honoura thlﬁ-mﬂ’ym pd.in .
' m'!'ﬂ'llatarﬁl.- ;a‘;m!ﬂ ot Jonrtoenth Eart of oo lﬂm I.-ild
';?l.in of Kir !Jﬂ:lhppnunflﬂlﬂ thnfthhhl

| of Mure, Locd ﬂf.hblrm - O A
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‘other public works, may extend to 100 acres ; the remainder, say
300 acres, may be regarded as tuker up by roads, water-courses, &c,
- In order to insure greater accuracy in this important branch
of statistical inquiry, we have divided the parish into three sec-
tions, each of which will be found to differ from the other in -
rigus respects :—

1s#, That part which lies on the north bank of the Leven, em.
bracing the highest cultivated land in the parish. In this quarter
the soil consists of loam, gravel, or clay, resting upon a porous
subsoil of sand and gravel; here drainage is for the most part easy,
so that the land is in generel dry and fertile.

2d. District lying between the Leven and the Orr. Soil, wet
loam, sand and clay, upon a retentive subsotl, consisting of blue till,
patches of sand, silt and stones.

8d. District between the Orr and the boundary ﬂf the parish to
the south and east. Soil, a thin wet loam, clay and sand, part
moorish. Subsoil retentive stiff clay or till.

In some parts of the second and third districts the subsoil is par-
tially impregnated with iron immediately below the soil, forming
a pan or erust nearly impervious to water, Where this is the case,
the soil must be considered decidedly bad ; indeed, where it exists
i any considerable degree, heath is the natural production. These
solls also contain boulders in extraordinary quantities, principally
trap, some of which are several tons in weight. In many fields of
the same districts, and within fourteen inches of the surface, a suffi-
cient quantity of these boulders can be obtained for filling drains
at so small an interval as nine feet asunder.

Drainage~The prevailing mode of draining is that of furrow-
drains from two and a half to three feet deep, filled with stones
turned out in working the soil.' 'When the materials are foand in
thia way properly broken, built and packed in the drain, this me-
thod will be found both economical and efficient, when the drains
are on a hard bottom. Tiles are preferable where-the bottom i
soft or where stopes are not plentiful, and where the water con-
tains ochee or deposits a sediment.

, Products of the Soil —The system generally adopted is that of
ratsmg grain and rearing and feeding cattle of the Fifeshire breed,

Rotation of crops from: four to seven years :

| B 2 B 4. 5. a.
‘Enmvr ar pnuf.m ‘l'il"hn! o hlrlery. Grass.” - Oata.
| Feme, beans, -
:D"’-I .'Whut.. exres, tarnips. Barley. . G Da
S | SRR ¢ 1 Barley. - Grms, Dara. )
Do, Qats. Gras, Do, De. Oatx
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The first year’s grass is often cut for hay. It is then sometimes
pastured for one or more years, according to the promise of grass
or the wants of the farmer. Supposing the lands in the parish
divided into ten equal parts, the proportions of the various kinds
of crep maybe estimated as under :

Fallow or green erop, 2.  'Wheat, . Harloy, 1. Gres, 8 Oats, 8

Pease, beans, or flax are but little cultivated. The above esti-
mate 1s exclusive of the space allotted to roads, fences, water-
courses, and pleasure grounds.

Manures.~—Bone manure is used in dry land ; rape cake has
been tried successfully in clay and wet lands. The principal ex-
traneous stimulant applied is lime, from Forthar, Chapel, Pitles-
sie, or Inverteil lime-works. DBesides the farm-yard manure, a
considerable quantity is obtained from the neighbouring villages.

Amount of Produce.— Adhering to the sectional divisions al-
ready referred to, the following estimate is offered of the average
produce per Scotch acre : First district, wheat, 3} quarters; bar-
ley, 4% do.; oats, 54 do. Second district, wheat, 4 quarters;
barley, 8} do.; oats, 53 do. Third district. In the western part
of this district, little wheat is sown ; the same is the case with re-
gard to barley. Oats may be estimated at 5] quarters per acre,

Leases.— The usual endurance of leases is for nineteen years.
Farms are let by private offers,—a mode which, while it obviates
the injurious tendency of public competition, enables the landlord
to exercise his judgment in the selection of the tenant, with a just
regard to the interests of both. A fixed sum of money is now al-
most universally substitated for the antiquated, though perhaps
more equitable, mode of rent in kind,

Hent and Value of Land.—In consequence of the increased de-
mand for all sorts of agricultural produce.on the breaking out of
the French Revolution, the rentals of many estates were doubled.
At the close of the war, however, the value of farms fell from 15
to 20 per cent. Since the practice of furrow-draining was intro-
duced, wat-bottomed lands, such as we have described above, have
risen considerably in value.

Wages.— Men-servants are hired by the year from Martmmm Hre
to Martinmas. Married men receive of wages L. 11 Sterling in
money 5 6} bolls oatmeal; coals, carriage free; and from one L
Beoteh pint of milk to two imperial quariz daily. They, are alse griin
allowed a free house, with eight falls of garden ground, :besides

I; ! S Thirbniverssty ;:I'I'J:F'n'bt:rgh" A b R frrod PR el
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twenty-four falls for planting potatoes,  Unmarried men receive -
Li-12 " Steriing per: annum, lodgings, - potatoes for siz or seven
vwonths, with meal and milk as above.... Female servants get from
Li.5.to. L. 8, 10s. with board and washing. :

Manufactures.—1Local facilities: for the -establishment of all
those branches of productive industry which require the aid of ma-
chinery, are. pgculiar and pumerous. The most remote part of
the parizh is hut an inconsiderable distance from the ceast.. Itis
traversed by exeeilent roads in all directions, rendering communi-
cation with the great manufacturing town of Dundee, through the
shipping ports of Newburgh and Newport, on the one hand, and
with Kdinburgh, by Kirkaldy and Pettycur on the other, neither
difficult por expensive. The water power supplied by two consi-
derable streams, the Leven and the Qrr, is unlimited and inexhaust-
ible. Conla are abundant and cheap, and excellent stone for
building is found i pjl. di;e__ctionﬁ, and at a trifling depth below the
surface; while seven populous villages,furnish an abundance of
handa for all those operations where manual labour is raquired At
:Im peviod of Dr Thomson’s statistical return, there existed in the

rish no machinery save what was used in corn and fias; mﬂIs, of

“Wwhich there are at present in use of the former, 1, and of the lat-
ter; 4. . Since that time a class of public works has sprung up,
which have been greatly bengficial to the industrious classes. The
following statement is made vp from the pmpriﬂtum’ returns, which
have been obligingly furnished, _

Pupmﬁfeﬂs ——Kothes Paper-Mill was arecied in IBDE hj' Mr
W:llmn; Keith, and worked: as & two-vat mill.  Some years. aften
it became the property of Mr David Lindsay, who ealarged it cong
siderably, and latterlyserected a paper machine. ~In 1836; it was
purchased by Messis: R, - Tullis and Co.  Brown and gray wraps
plag-papers are the sorts pow. manufactured; bere, for. which aboul
25cwt of flix waske; cearse bagging, or ropes, are-used daily. Ewm-
plnymant i3 here afforded 16 aboit: 20 men and 10 women, or

- dAuphmity. Paper-Mill:wes. erected by Robert Tallis and C&.
as a four vat mill, and began wurkmg in*May 1810,  The vats
arenow: all thrown. aside, the paper being made bya Jmurdnmer

‘sngh ad is gwne'tal!ry used. .. Above a’ton of fips- rags it
mgumaﬂ bere daily in making .aartridge, coloured, printing, aﬂﬁ :
writing cpepes. . . There: arg, upwazds of 50 . wotnen: employed 8
m-#&:wrg l.hﬂ rﬂﬂﬂ. 'qhﬂ e pa;d At &h& mte of, 111:1. Fﬁ
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day of ten hours. About the same number of men are required
to attend the machinery, and manage the different processes, or
engaged as wrights, carters, labourers, &e¢, The wages of these:
latter vary from 1s. 6d. to 2s. 6d. per day. The hands at the’
Rothes Mill are remunerated at the same rate. The annual’
amount of excise duty paid by the two mills is about L. 6500
Sterling, and, as the duty is 14d. on each pound of paper, this
gives a total of 1,040,000 lbs., or 465 tons of paper manufactured
annually,

Balbirnie Paper-Mill was erected in the year 1816, by the late
Mr Alexander Grieve, and was continued with two vats and one
engine, until 1884, when J. Grieve and Co. introduced a mrchine
and four engines, The papers made here are principally for the
London market, and consist chiefly of two kinds, the one very
strong, such as is principally used by grocers ; and the other very
. thin and transparent, for the use of drapers and silk-mercers.
The raw materials employed are, damaged yarn, flax waste, bag~
ging and ropes, of which, when making light papers, 24 cwt., and
when making heavy papers, 87 cwt. are consumed daily.. The
qm_mtity of paper manufactured yearly averages 44,000 reams,
woighing about 560,000 lbs., or 250 tons, and contributing to the
public revenue the sum of L. 3500 per annum. The number of .
hands employed on the works are 80, of whom 16 are tnen, and
14 women ; the former earn from 1s. 6d. to 2s. 8d., and the lat-
er from 10d. to 1s. 1d. per day

Woollen Manufuctory— Balbirnie Bridge Factory, established
by Mr Drysdale, 1835. The stuffs manvufactured here are plaid-
Ings, blankets, and shawls. The wool employed is chiefly of Bri~
hgh growth. The carding and spinning processes are carried ‘on,
o the premises, by means of iwo roving-machines and two double
%t of jennies of 144 and 168 spindles respectively. There are
10 power-looms and 4 hand-looms employed, producing 3, 7, 8,
% and 10 qrs, widths. The average daily consumption of raw
material is 8 stones of 24 lbs, each. The hands employed are:
4, of whom 10 are men; 11 boys, and the remainder women:
and girlg, The men eara from I0s. to 16s. per week, and the
“‘-’_hf!rs from 8s. 6d. to 6s. The power-loom weavers, 8 boys and;
4girls, earn as much as 1s. each per day of twelve hours.’ The:
¥iclea mannfactured are principally for the Glasgow market:
The wholesale prices are; of blabkets, from 7a to 17s each; énd:
“I'Piﬂldings, from 10d. to 1s 8d. per yard.
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Linen Manufactory.——Frevious to the yedr 1810, the brown
linen manufactory of this parish was limited to some 50 or G0
operatives, who sold their Silesias and window-blind Hollands to
the merchants at Auchtermuchty and Kettle, from whom the
yarns were generally purchased. The yarns chiefly used were
hand-spun, the produce of Scotland and Ireland, with some Ger-
man yarns imported from Hamburgh; but in a few years this
branch of the linen trade very mucli declined, and was at last ai-
most entirely relinquished. About the year 1804, the manufac-
ture of Dowlas, sheetings, and various kinds of towellings, was in-
troduced from bleached, mill, and spun flax, and tow yarns, and
this branch of the trade has continned to increase, till it now em-
ploys from 800 to 900 individuals, including winders, warpers,
weavers, and lappers. The hands thus employed do not all be-
long to Markinch. The work is given out to be performed at
their own homes, and many of them reside in the adjoining pa-
rishes, During the summer months, nearly a third part of the
weavers go to out-door work, and return to the loom when winter
sets in. Bteady workmen, at the present rates, will earn at
Dowlas weaving about 7s.; at sheetings, 8s.; and at towellings,
9s. pet week. The winders are chiefly old and infirm persons,
or married females who have time to spare from their domestic
duties ; they earn from 1s. to 4s.; warpers and lappers, 10s
per week. The whole of this branch is in the hands of Mr
Robert Inglis.

Flax Spinning-Mill.—Balgonie mills, the property of Messrs
Baxter and Stewart, for spinning flax and tow. The works com-
mand the entire use of the Leven, and the wmachinery is driven

" by two water-wheels of fifty-five horse-power. 1, For flax spin-
ning, dry or long staple, there are twenty frames, containing 1000
spindles, with a full system of screw-gill preparation to corré
spond. ‘The size of the yarn spun is from }§ to 8 pounds pe
spindle, or, in other words, from 30 to 16 lea varn. 2. For flat
spinning, wet or broken staple,-there are eighteen frames, contain
ing 1170 spindles, with full system of circular-gill preparation for
the same. = The size of the yarn spun is from 12 ounces to half#
pound per spindle, or from 80 to 60 lea yarn. 8. For tow spi-
ming, there ‘are three systems of spibning, each with suitable
preparation, including twelve 6 feet carding engines, viz. five framed
206 spiadles; for spinning varn from 2 to 8 pounds per spind
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or 24 to 16 lea; ten frames, 400 spindles, for spinning yarn from
3} to 6 pounds per spindle, 14 to 8 lea ; four frames, 160 spindles,
for spining yarn from 10 pounds to 24 pounds per spindle, & to
2 lea. The principal buildings of which the mills are composed
form three sides of a rectangle, 160 feet by 140. Two of the
sides are occupied by machinery, and the third is occupied by
three spacious warehouses, with heckling rooms above. There is
a large store warehouse detached, capable of holding 200 tons of
flax, as well as large conveniences in the way of stabling, smithy,
and gas-work. There are about 265 individuals employed at the
mills, of whom about 95 are full grown men, 120 women, and 46
of both sexes under seventeen years of age. The wages paid
each fortnight are about [.200, averaging say 12s. per week for
each man, and bs, per week for each woman and for the younger
hands. The quantity of flax manufactured in the year 1838 was
475 tons, of which 340 tons was Baltic flax, 65 tons Archangel,
and the remaining 70 tons Dutch, French, and Irish. Besides
the tows from these flaxes, about 100 tong of imported tow were
used. The total cost of the whole material was above L.25,000.

The yarns spun are, with the exeeption of the heavier tow
yarns, either sold in the district adjoining, or exporied to France,
The heavier tow yarns are manufactured by the proprietors into can-
vas, sacking, &e. chiefly for the l.ondon market. This branch of the
business is earried on in Dundee, and at present employs from 60
to 100 looms ; but arrangements are at present making for transfer-
nng it to Balgonie; and when this is effected, it will cause an ad-
dition to the number of persons already employed of about 100
men, and 50 women and children. '

The village of Miltown, adjoining the mills, has, since the en-

largement and extension of the works in 1836—-37, nearly doubled.

its population. 'The present population is 580. The houses are,
in general, neat, substantial, and fully beyond the average of the
country as to comfort. The rent of a house of two rooms, with a
few falls of garden ground and a pig-stye, is from L.2 to L.2, 10s.
Per annum. _ _

Haugh Spinning-Mill was erected in the.year 1794, for the
Purpose of spinning chiefly canvas yarns from flax and tow, which
%as carried on by various companies up to 1832, when the pre-
“ent proprietor sold all the old machinery, and introduced a com-
Plete set of new, for spinning fine yarns adapted for home mwade Ii-
fens. Half the machinery works upon the long staple, and half upon
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theshort staple principle. An addition was madeto thework in 1835,
and the mill now contains upwards of 2000 spindles, capable of
turning off about 600 spindles of yarns per day. The machinery
is-propelled by two water-wheels of about 40 horse-power. The
mill consumes from 25 to 30 tons of flax per month, cnnsisting
chiefly of the finer qualities imported from Holland, Belgium, and
France, and also from Archangel, Riga, and St Petersburg.
The yarns are for the most part wove in the county of Fife, into
almost all descriptions of family linens.

Haugh Bleachfield.—Io 1838, there was added to the mills a
bleachfield, capable of bleaching about two tons of linen yarn daily,
The work-people employed at the mill and bleachfield are in num-
ber 188, of whom two-thirds are females from fourteen years of age
and upwards, earning from 4s, 6d. to 7s, 8d. per week. The men
earn from 9s. to L.1 weekly. Most of the hands are accomme-
dated with dwelling-houses on the premises. Upwards of twenty
families are thus accommodated, besides a good many board-
ers; the whole may be estimated at an average of 280 to 320
souls, Their moral and religious character is generally good,
and their attendance at church very respectable, both in point of
numbers and of outward deportment,

Lochty Bleachfield, on the water of Lochty, in the vicinity of
the new and thriving village of Thornton, is the property of David
Landale, Esq. Kirkaldy. About two tons and a-half of linen yara
are bleached at this field per day, the greater part of which is ma-
nufactured into cloth in the county ; but part is exported to
France, and some sent to Ireland. At this field the residuum of
the chlomne stills is converted by the usual process into carbonate
of soda, and mixed with potash, as a detergent for the yarns.
From 80 to 100 hands, mostly women, are employed at this
bleachfield. The women are paid 5s. 6d., and the men 10s. o
12s. per week.

Balgonie Birachfield, the property of Messrs William Russell and
Co. was established in 1824, for bleaching linen yarns. About 480
tons of flax and tow yarns are bleached here annually. The vum-
ber of hands employed is 70, who are paid at the same rate a3 at
the other bleachfields. The machivery is worked by water-power
supplied by the Leven, on the banks of which thea works are s
tuated. bt G _

-\ Rothes " Bleachfield, the property of Mr ). Deosaldson, waé
srected in 1800. 'The quantity of yarn bledched en an averig®
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is as follows: From December to March, inclusive, 292 tons;
from April to November, inclusive, 390 tons. The nuwmber of
hands employed is—of men, 30; women and girls, 80. The men
earn from 10s. to 11s. per week ; women and girls, 3s, 6d., 4s. 6d.;
5s. 6d., according to age and capability. '

Besides the above public works, there is a very extensive grain
distillery at Caméron Bridge; and there has lately been establish-
ed at Thornton a vitriol manufactory, for supplying with that ar-
ticle the surrounding districts, which, previous to this erection,
were subjected to the expense of carriage from Glasgow.. The
works at Thornton are a branch of a Glasgow firm extensively en-
gaged in the vitriol manufacture.

V.—Paroca1ar Economy.

Ecelesiastical State.— According to an entry in the ¢ Great Re-
gister Book” of the Priory of St Andrews, the church of Markinch
was given to the Culdees by Malduinus, the son of Gillander, se-
venth Bishop of that See, who flourished in the early part of the
tenth century. * Malduinus Episcopus St Andrees dedit eis eccle-
siam de Markinch cum toté terra.” It seems to be a fact suffi-
ciently well authenticated, both by records and histories of the pe-
ried, that the first Bishops were themselves Culdees, and elected
from among the general body of pastors by a majority of votes,
But as the influence of these holy men became gradually under-
mined by the emissaries of Rome, and the insidious abettors of Pa-
pal domination, they were stript, one by one, of their privileges and
possessions, and finally ceased to exist as a distinct and influential
body in the church. At what time they ceased to hold possession
of the cure and lands of Markineh, we have no means of ascertain-
ing very precisely ; hut, by a deed of Eugenius, son of Huge, a
second son of Gillemichael M¢Duff, fourth Earl of Fife, we find
it was mortified to the Priory of St Andrews, towards the elose of
the twelfth century., This deed was confirmed by a charter of
King William. From this period the patronage of the parish con-
tinued vested.in the Priory of St Andrews, tiil, on the suppression
of religious houses at the Reformation, it was resumed by the
Crown. The names of the earliest incumbents after the downfal
of Popery are not preserved,-—the session records reaching no far-
ther back than the month of July 1626, at which period they be-
gan to be kept with an exactness and detail long since discontinued,
E_:h':biting an interesting picture of the manners and opinions of the
time, and shewing with what vigilance and vigour the disciplie’sf
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the church was carried into effect, and its government maintained
throughout the most trying and stormy perioda of its history,
From these records it appears, that collections for the poor were
regularly made on Sundays, and on oceasions of baptisms and mar-
riages. The sums thus collected were statedly distributed to the
regular poor on the roll, while incidental cases of want or of more
urgent distress were liberally relieved on the application of the ne.
cessitous, The names of the principal proprietors in the parish
appear as the collectors and the distributors of the poor’s fuads,
as patrolling in turn the streets of the village during the hours-of
Divine service, delating offences against social order and good mo-
rals, and enforcing the salutary discipline of the church* against
graver delinquencies. Among other respectable members of the
kirk-session up to the Reformation, we find the names of Sir Da-
vid Achmuttie of that Iik, and of the Lairds of Balbirnie, Bandon,
Bruntoun, Coul, Carristoun, and Kirkforthar,~names related tothe
first families in the kingdom, and who disdained not to exert the in-
fluence which their rank and wealth conferred in promoting the in-
terests of religion and morality. In addition to the usual immorali-
ties cognizable by the session, and-which were then punished by
fine and by rebuke in the face of the congregation, we find not a
few delated for pursuing their ordinary avocations on the Sabbath,
for absenting themselves from church and from the administration
of ordinances, for slandering neighbours, for profane swearing, for
drunkenness, and frequenting houses of public entertainment dur-
ing the hours of Divine service. In 1643, Mr Frederick Carmi-
chael i1s admitted minister of the parish, the “ ministrie of the
Presbyterie” having met at the kirk of Markinch for that effect.
His predecessor would seem to have been deposed as *f ane enemie
to ye Cevenant,” notwithstanding the testimony borne in face
of the kirk-session by the Laird of Bruntoun in his behalf, that * he
was als honest 2 minister, als faithful a minister, and als conscien-
tious & minister as any minister in Fyffe.” It appears, however,
that the great majority of the elders and people were heartily en-
gaged on the side of the common cause. Numbers of the pa-
rishionersflocked to the naticnal standard, with arms in their hands
while contributions in money were not wanting to attest the gene-

' * Besides the objects for which the liberality of the congregation was appealed 1o, 59
siated in the text, it appears from the records that collections were occasionally mede
for suffering’churchee abroad ; and st home, for building bridges, and for similar pub:
Jio improvements locally distant, and which nothing but enlarged views of natio

wiility oould dave prompted at a time when money was so sparingly held, and the
wesns of acquiring it so few and unproductive in this inland perish.
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ral zeal for the cause of the kirk and the Covenant. . Several in-
stances occur in which * the sessioun thought it meit yt the volun-
tarie contribution should be carried to ye armie by ye minister, and
to be delyvered ther.,” That the incumbent during these years
was a zealous promoter of the popular cause is manifest from the
above extract, if, indeed, he was not one of the council of mini-
sters appointed to attend the General in the Beid ; for not only do
the weekly entries show that his pulpit was at frequent intervals
supplied by one of his brethren of the Presbytery, butwe also find
such intimations as the following :—* The glk day our awin mi-
nister taught (Ps. xxxiv. 19,) being returned for ane space from
the armie,” and again, ¢ 13th July 1645, Our awin minister re-
turned from England.” We refer to one other entry to show that
the victims of war were not forgotten by such of their brethren as
tarried at home ; for under the date of August 24th, 1645, we find
it noted, that a messenger was dispatched by the session * to
Montrose, his ligure, to try if any prisoneris of this paroche be
thaire.” Nor were demonstrations of piety, of which the times fur-
nished such signal examples, wanting to second the efforts of a ge-
nerous patriotism. The adverse vicissitudes of those troublous
times are duly marked by days of public humiliation and fasting,
for which the reasons are recorded at length, while the successes
of the national leaders are as duly celebrated by public acts of
thanksgiving. Days of thanksgiving were ordained ** for ye vic-
torie obtained be our armie at York against Prince Rupert his
armie,” —for *¢* the victorie cur armie obtained at Newcastle,”
~~for # the happie victorie obtained be Leivtenant Generall
David Lesslie, against James Graham, sometyme Earle of Mon-
tros, and his rebellis, at Philip Haugh, neir Jedburgh, upon ye
13th of September 1845.” In this manner the principal events in
this most eventful period of Secottish history are noticed up to the
Restoration. Such was the political education of our fathers. Their
guides and instructors were their ministers and elders, the former,
for the most part, men of large minds, as well as of an ardent piety;

deeply versed in the principles of civil not-less than of ecclesiasti.

val polity; while the latter, were, by their birth, education, and mo-
ral worth, entitled to the respect and esteem of those over whem
they were called to rule, of whom moreover, they were the local and

legitimate protectors. The principles and the preceedingsof those.

days have been sometimes wittily ridiculed, and sometimes gravely
denounced as hostile to monarchy, and subversive of liberty of con~
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science; nor have they wanted able vindicators. But discussion

were here out of place, Suffice it to remark, that so fixed and firm
was the attachment of our forefathers to the revered institution of
monarchy in the State, and presbyterial order in the Church, that
neither the example, nor the caresses, nor the menaces of the
“ English sectaries” availed to repress, much less to vanquish them,

A system grounded on prineiples so hely, and alming at resnits
50 salutary,—a system so deeply rooted in the habits and affections
of a whole people,——none but the most licentious monarch, aind the
mest unprineipled administration that ever swayed the destinies of
the British empire, would have wished, or ventured to assail. Alter
the re-establishment of Episcopacy the altered state of matters is
lamentably manifest. The meetings of session are no longer stated
and regular,~—no fasts are ordained but those which precede the
communion—no days of thanksgiving set apart, but the 28th of
May *¢ for his Majestie’s happie returne.” - Yet the Sabbath-day
ministrations never seem to have suffered any serious interruption
during the long and troubled night of Episcopal domination ; nor
18 the most distant allusion made in the Minutes of Session to any
change of form, under the new order of things, unless the follow-
ing may be so interpreted : ¢ 30th November 1662, reading befor
and after sermones did begin again” In the course of the suc-
ceeding year, the names of those elders who were landed proprie-
tors are no longer found, as present at, or ¢oncurring in, the deli-
berations of the session; they devolved on meaner men those
duties which the arbitrary temper of the times rendered it dange-
rous for them any longer to discharge.* The acts of their succes-
sors are no longer bowed to with deference and submission ; threats
are held out of making * applicatione to my Lord St Andrews for
purchasing of a warrand” in “ mitigatione” of the required % satis-
factione.” ¢ My Lord St Andrews, through his commissary, en-
joins the  mitigatione” prayed. But our limits do not permit to
enter more minutely into details. If similar instances of arbitrary
interference served to weaken the bonds of discipline, and to lessen
the respect due to the immediate pastors and rulers of the church,
they served to prepare the minds of all good men and true patriots
for welcoming the glorious dawn of civil and religious liberty usher-
ed in by the Revolution. of 1688,

After the Revelytion-settlement, when civil and religious liberty

. * The fines iw o parishioners of Markineh for nongonformity at this period
amounted to L. . See Wadrow's History, suthor's preface. - :
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Were plhced on a secure basis, the church, if not a faultless, at
least exhibited a fair and well-proportioned institution, as efficient
an instrument for publishing the Gospel, and instructing the peo-
ple, divested of religious pageantry and superfluous appendages
as latter ages have witnessed. From that happier period, the pa-
rish seems to have enjoyed a succession of not only sound, but
able ministers—=all of them faithful, and some of them eminently
successful in their day. The patronage, which is vested in the
Crown, was exercised judiciously, chiefly by means of the Earls of
Leven, who till lately held the rank of principal heritot, and long
diffused a salutary influence over the parish. No unpopular settle-
ment, I believe, ever took place, and those who advocate the advan-
tage of such management, will no doubt be anxious to ascertain
the result.

Now, though every minister in his day has had sufficient rea~
son to deplore the limited success of his ministry, it is due to trinh
to make the statement I now do, that, after twenty years connec-
tion with the parish, I have found among its ancient families, as
compared with new-comers, transplanted from fields placed under
a different system of spiritval husbandry, an order, decency, and
moral bearing, obviously superior, even where much might be
lacking as to the full standard of wished-for piety. This general
statement admits many exceptions on the one side and on the
other; but enough remains to warrant the assertion, that a sound
Christian agency is the best calculated to induce moral order, and
did, in fact, in this place, largely prove its adequacy to that effect.

As to literary distinction, few of the pastors referred to had
leisure, or inclination, it is presumed, to enter the lists with com-
petitors for fame. One or two of them were deemed fit to be
transferred to St Andrews, to occupy in that University the place
of principal. Another, who furnished the former Statistical report,
published an agricultural survey of the county, about the ‘time of
his translation to a city charge; of the rest, nothing remains be-
yond a few sermons, mostly of an occasional and ephemeral sort.
Their works, however, we doubt riot, will bear a last-day review
without shame, as they are without pretension. ' '

Owing to the rapid increase of population, the parish field soon
became unmanageable for a single labourer, espécially as secular
business increases on the hands of the Established ¢lérgy in pro-
portion to the census, Household ministrations necessarily became
tave, and the effects of one visit had vanished before another could
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be given to confirm the impression. Church accommodation, too,
was unrighteously straitened ; for a place of worship built fora popu-
lation of 2000 or 3000, left many among 5000 or 6000 unprovided
for. Neitherbad there been any Dissenting place of worship erected
here, previous to 1834, owing, no doubt, to the popular settlements
that bad so long prevailed. In that year, a chapel in counection
with the United Secession body, and seated for 880, was opened,
though so placed as to afford little aid -for unaccommodated
parishioners in the remote villages ; for it was put down in
close neighbourhood to the parish church, while several considera-
ble villages, at from two to four miles distance, were overlooked.

It was then, however, the Church Extension scheme cama into
action, and here it was speedily and efficiently applied, first at
Thornton, a village four miles off, with more than 500 inhabitants;
and next ut Milton of Balgonie, having nearly 600 indwellers, be-
stdes a populous district lying beyond it. The church at Thorn-
ton is seated for upwards of 400, and that at Milton for 650;
while a new erection at Methill, on the border of Weymss parish,
has supplied accommodation for a large village of 400 inhabitants,
sitbated on the coast, and more than six miles distant from the
church at Markinch. In the latter village, Inverleven, a small
Dissenting chapel had long existed, and nearly one-half the inha~
bitants, who adhered to the Established Church, were obliged to
cross the Leven to attend public worship at the church of Scootie,
the minister of which, indeed, had taken the virtual charge of them
fer many years.

The church at Thornton was built by general subscription, that
of Milton solely by the heritors and people of the district to be
benefited by the erection ;* and it is due to the respectable heritors
of the parish to record their liberality on that occasion, in grateful
terms. Both churches have now ordained pastors; and seats
being furnished at a low rate, Sabbath privileges are accessible to
all. But after these ereclions huve so greatly relieved the pres-
sure on the parish minister, a body of about 3500 remain, among
which to exeri his still inadequate pastoral superintendence, though
he has done what he could to remedy the deficiency, by calling a

ualified assistant to aid him in the work, It were much to be de-
sired that his unendowed fellow-labourers in the new parishes

were on ap equal footing as to stipendiary compensation.+:
¥ the Church Extension Com-

* In both iz included the aid given in such cases b

mittes in Edinburgh. .
-4 The Rev. Mr Muorray, the first minister of Milton, was after six months, traps-
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The present stipend, avgmented in 1822, is 18 chalders, half
barley, half meal, paid at the rates of the county fiars, the fluctua-
tion of which is very considerable, ranging betwixt the highest and
the lowest in the proportion of one to five-eighths, within the period
of the writer’s incumbency, 'The glebe contains nearly 9 acres,
which may be valued at L.32 per annum. The manse is of very
ancient construction, by much the oldest in the presbytery. 1t
has undergone repairs and alterations so numerous, as greatly to
affect its apparent identity. The site has been long regarded by
incumbents as very insalubrious, and more has been expended to
obviate dilapidation, than would have built a wholesome and com-
modious dwelling. The church is in excellent repair.

According to a census taken in 1836, the whole population of
Markinch amounted to 5328, or 1189 families. Of these, 1590
families are Dissentera from the Established Church; 51 families
are of a mixed composition; 80 of them having one Dissenting
member; and 14 having two in each; the rest three or more; 25
of the first class (159) reside in the far off village of Inverleven.
Making these deductions, there remain within the bounds of the
civil parish about 1079 families, exclusive of those of a mixed pro-
fession, in connection with the Established Church, or owning no
other connection. Since last census, the population has increased,
but without materially affecting the above proportions. No marve}
that the class of non-attenders at any place of worship should have
increased, when church accommodation, till recently, was so dis=-
proportionate, and more especially, that, to supply the public works,
strangers, not always of settled principles, or church going habits,
are often attracted to the parich.

Education.—This has always been a prominent object in our
parochial system. No other country has ever exhibited so close
an alliance betwixt religion and education, or shewn a parish
church and parish school in such harmonious and undivided neigh-
bourhood.  Of this conjunction, the beneficial effects have been
incalculably great, both as to intellectual improvement and intel-
ligent piety. The earliest records of the kirk-session evince the
attention paid to means of education; for, besides the parochial
school, we find order taken to have the remoter localities supplied.
‘Th'ﬂﬂ, in 1702, the following entry was made : * The minister hav-
g acquainted the session, that he had found, on his going throw

]ﬂiﬁ-‘d_ to the parish of Dunbog, and was succeeded by the Rev. My M‘Ewan, the pre-
T"“' Incumbent. The Brat minister of Thomnton, the Rev. Mr Adamson; is still there.
B both churches the seats are well let and oocnpied.
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that part of the parish, that the people of Coltoun stand in great
need of an English school for teaching their children,—the ses-
sion, taking the case to their consideration, not only what is repre-
sented, but further, that there is a dangerous water betwixt this
and Coltoun; and that many poor things of that toun must be
lost entirely as to instruction, if there be not a school there, and
that parents who have substance of the world, and are obliged to
send their children abroad out of the paroch, will be hereby en-
couraged to keep them at home, and that the doing of this is ane
necessary and Christian duty, and for the special benefit of that
corner of the paroch, and not in the least lyable to any reasonable
exception, did unanimously agree that there be a school in Col-
toun, and offered to the minister their ready concurrence with his
project to that effect.”*

Equal interest, however, was not shown by the people at all
times in availing themselves of school-training, for on the % 20
Martit 1643,” this minute oceurs : “ The said day, George Ro-
bertson did give over his office of ye school and ye kirk, and ye
session, and yat because his deutie was small and ewil payed,” &c.
Probably, George Robertson might have set down the peaple’s in-
difference to his own remissness or want of skill. In the present
day, at least, the desire for good education pervades all classes in
the parish, nor are the means for accomplishing it sparingly en-
joyed,~—nine schools, besides the parish one, being in active opera-
tion. Of these nine, two dnly, on the Balgonie estate, have any
shadow of endowment ; the one at Balgonie Square, enjoving an

. anoual allowance of L. 10, with dwelling- house annexed, the other,
at Thornton, having L. 5 simply. . These sums had been allowed
by the former proprietor, and are continued by the present, with
a becoming liberality. Another school, at Balbirnie coal-hill,
merely provides the teacher with a house. Of the rest, none have
anyother means of support for the teacher, save school-fees,—a very
precarious and inadequate source of remuneration for a class of men
whose meritorious labours are of sp much importance to the com-
munity. A female school in the village derives pecuniary aid from
the private subscription of a few ladies connected with the place,
chiefly of the Balgonie, Balbirnie, and Barnslee families.

.~ The purish school may be held up as a model, so admirably is
it conducted by Mr Duncan Stewart. Previous to his appoint-
ment six years ago, little could have been said in favour of its ma-
nagement ; but it isnew efficient in the highest degree, and, in point

*® Thia school has continued to the present time.
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of system, will bear a comparison with seminaries of the first class.
After this, it need not be said that it is well attended. Indeed,
want of room is the chief impediment it labours under, and though
the heritors have already dooe much in the way of affording ac-
commodation, more is needed for the due working of the im-
portant institution. When Dr Thomson gave his Statistical Rer
port, the salary of the schoolmaster was L. 10, the dwelling-house
also being old and incommodious, Mr Stewart’s salary is L. 34,
4s. 4}d.; school-fees, L.70; other emoluments, L. 17, 10s. ; total
income per annum, L. 121, I4s. 4}d. The dwelling-house 1s of
late erection, and affords accommodation considerably beyond the
statutory amount, though by no means beyond the station of the

cccupants. : :
Besides week-day means of instruction, the Sabbath school sys-

tem is diligently worked under the efficient direction of the assist-
ant minister, aided by a number of gratuitous teachers, who des
vote a portion of the Sabbath to this excellent purpose. Oral in-
struction is aided by the gratuitous use of a small, but gradually
increasing collection of appropriate books, which convey to many
houses, ill-provided with such furniture, means of information and
materials for thought, on subjects of momentous importance. The
Dissenting chapel has also its collection of books in useful circu-
lation. :
Benefit Societies,— There are several Associations that belong to
this department, the strength and resources of which are shewn in

the subjoined table:

Name. WNo. of Members. State of -Fuands, Entry. Quart. Payt.
Friendly Socicty, 224 - b, W} O O L 2 6 .0 1 8 °
Brotherly do. [ o= 500 O O cus aan
Apron dao, 180 - 43 o O . san ;
Equitable do. 180  never exceeds 30 0 0  weekly payment, 0 1 O

The last is of recent origin, and for the time, the most. popular,
as requiring & moderate payment of 1s. weekly, tilithe collective sum
amounts to L.30: each in his turn, which is determined by lot, is
put in possession of that sum, continuing the weekly contribution,
nevertheless, till his payments shall have replaced. the amount .
drawn, with interest. . Thus, each has his contributions realized
to him, and a mutnal accommodation resulis to the whole.
. ‘The object of the other three Societies is to. make provision for’
widows -and superannuated members, and to help. when disghled
bysickness or incidental casuaity. Thewidow's allowance fromibe _
Friendly Society is L. 1, 48, per:annum ; sick mexbers receive fer a

£ The University of Edinburgh




680 FIFESHIRE.

time 4%, and, if permanent aid is required, 2s. per week. Some of {lie
others allow less.

There is, however, less alacrity now than in time past among
young men to enrol themselves in these Societies, and as their suc.
cess and stability depend on new uccessions to supply the vacancies
made by death, there is reason to apprehend a less permanent exist-
ence to some of thewn than their benevolent projectdrs contemplated,

There has not been shewn any strong disposition to make use
of savings banks, nor has any branch of those institutions been
here established, though, doubtless, an investment in them would
possess many advantages in the way of encouraging economy and
counteracting improvidence. A branch of the Commercial Ba nk,
Edinburgh, has been recently introduced, which will afford new
facilities to the business part of the commmunity,

Poor and Parochial Funds.— Though this class must have inereas-
ed with an increasing population, yet it-has done so by no means in
the same ratio. In 1621, the ordinary poor were 21; in 1645, 23 ;
the intermediate years exhibiting little fluctuation. At present, and
for the last twenty years, the ordinary poor average 50 on the roll
for stated supply. In few cases, is full maintenance afforded, the
weekly pension being chiefly given to persons disabled by sickness
or age from industrial employments, and wanting relations in a
condition to relieve them fully, though, with a little assistance,
well disposed to contribute to the utmost of their power. The
rate of allowance varies with the circumstances of the individual's
case, there being as many under ls. 6d. per week, as there are
above that moderate sum. A heavy charge, however, occasional-
ly occurs by having whole families devolved on parish support,
either by the death of parents, or by their desertion. Cases in the
latter predicament have, of late, become more frequent, and will
necessarily multiply in proportion as moral principle is undermined,
by the insidious fallacies of opinion, which of late have been in-
dustriously propagated on the questions of property and the mar-
riage contract, i )

Besides the ordinary poor,-oceasional relief is administered, to a
considerable extent, to persons not claiming regular supply, though
incidentally requiring assistance. It is always an object to keep

“this elass distinet from the others, as far as the principle of public
charity will allow.. 'In general, there is no indisposition to receive
eleemosynary aid, though far less among recent settlers, than the
ancient residents,: When cases of lunacy occur among the works
ing classes, the parish, for the most part, is called on to defray the
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expense of their admission into a public asylum. At present, there-
s one individual so maintained at Perth. In general, recovery
is by no means hopeless, when the case is not too long neglected.

To meet these charges, the permanent funds of the parish are
very inadequate. These funds comprise church door-collections,
dues on marriages and mortcloths, and interest on money in bank
deposit. The first aamed class of revenue is variable, and it 13 to
be regretted that the younger portion of church-goers are less ex-
emplary in the Sabbath offering than their fathers Injurious
opinions, indeed, are by some inculcated, to the effect that such
contributions, going only to exonerate the proprietors of the soil,
who are legally bound to support the poor, form an act of gratuitous
generosity on the part of the unlanded community, as if charity
were the business of a class, and not the general concern of a
virtuous communily.

Other causes operating unfavourably on church-door collections
might be mentioned, did the nature of this report allow more than
gendral views. It must, moreover, be taken into the account in
stating an average, that the quoadsacra parishes, having their own
collections, must cause a diminution at the parish church. By the
terms of their constitution, they are allowed to apply their collec-
tions for their own objects, provided they collect twice annually for
the parish funds. It is a remarkable fact, that, in one of those new
erections, that at Thornton, not a single pauper has claimed to be
relieved. Since these disjunctions took place, the average col-
lection at the parish church is under L.1, Thrice annually,
(at two sacramental occasions, and first Sabbath of the year,}
extraordinary collections are made, * the proceeds of which
are distributed in addition to the ordinary supplies, and chiefly to
persons not on the stated roll.  Collections for objects not elee-
mosynary are also occasionally made, averaging from L.30 to
I. 40 per aonum. These include the General Assembly’s
Schemes, books for Sabbath school library, &e.

The return for mortcloths has of late years greatly declioed,
theright of the kirk-session to exact a fee being occasionally disput-
ed, and not by Dissenters alone, though it was first chalienged on
thatside. The payment is undoubtedly legal, but can rarely be en-
. forced without violating the decencies due to interment of the deud.

There is a deposit fund of L. 400 belonging to the parish, theiny
terest of which only is at the disposal of the kirk-session. A Female .
Society for aged women in destitute circumstances lays out about

* These are always liberal.
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L.50 annuaily, and is so conducted as to prove an excelient auxili.
ary to.the kirk-session. 'The principal ladies connected with the
parish patronize it. ,

It must not be omitted, that a great deal of private charity is
unobtrusively distributed by the families of the principal heritors,
whether resident or otherwise. It is pleasant also to state, that
among the humbler classes, many instances occur of up habitual,
though little noticed readiness to communicate of thejr little to a
neighbour having less. The finest charities of lifeare thus produced.

The two great coal proprietors, Mr Balfour of Whittingham
and Balgonie, and Mr Balfour of Balbirnie, make liberal donations
of coals each winter. 'The former not being resident, places his
coal bounty at the disposal of the kirk-session, and never reduces
the list of expectants made up by the elders. The Barnslee
family also do much in the way of private distribution to the
deserving poor. In the eastern part of the parish, the family of
Balfour has been long distinguished in this respect,

With all these accessories, the parish funds present a large de-
ficit, which the heritors have hitherto met by voluntary assess-
ment. This is gradually becoming more onerous, and the kirke
session experience augmenting difficulties in their management.
Indeed, in so far as relieving the poor ceases to be regarded as a
branch of charity, and passes into the predicament of an abso-
lute legal claim, it becomes the more difficuit for a kirk.session
to administer beneficially, Their position is pressed on the one
side by applicants, on the other by heritors, who have to provide
for deficiencies. In this conflict, their moral influence is exposed
to damage, and as it perishes, their usefulness suffers in propor-
tion. Yet the substitution of a machinery divested of all church
assoeiations, and worked by legal power only, destroys one of the
healthiest agencies ever introduced into the parechial economy.

MisceLLaNEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

On minor branches of parish statistics, it is not necessary to
dilate. It may be mentioned that the publie health is under the
care of three active and well-qualified medical practitioners ;
whereas, long after Dr Thomson wrote his Report, not one was
resident in-the parish, These three reside in the village of Mark-
inch. There is nothing that requires special notice in the de-
partment of disease ; here, as in other parts of the island, cases
of pulmonary comsumption forming the . largest class. The
mortality of the last forty years shows an aversge of 69, the

3
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greatest amount (in 1834) being 130; the lowest (in 1802) 53.
Several instances of a longevity exceeding ninety years have ocecur-
red during the last twenty years; and one, a few months ago, wha
had gone beyond ninety-six. The ardour of politics had carried
him, two years before, to a polling-place six miles from his habi-
tatinm.

As to the general morals of the community, it were indelicate
to go into specialities of detail. Crime, as the term is usually un-
derstood, is exceedingly unfrequent. Petty breaches of the peace
occasionally occur, but will become rare, as the cause of temper-
ance gains ground,—and happily it does gain on the opposite vice,
—solicited as that vice is by a too promiscuous system of licensing
public-houses, the number of which is still excessive, and ought to
be reduced. 'The class of immorality that most falls under the
cognizance of the kirk-session has sensibly diminished ; and, upon
the whole, the community has an improved moral aspect. This
is much aided by the excellent regulations maiftained at the lead-
ing public works, whose proprietors insist on moral conduct as an
wdispensable condition of being retained in their employment.
Several of them, too, have provided libraries for the use of their
work people, which operates in many wavs in producing a benefi«,
cial result. And, in proportion as the popular mind is well-in-
formed, it will cease to lend a facile ear to the propagators of opi-.
nions subversive of virtuous order and religious obligation.» The
parochial system, not less than other institutions of the land, has
of late years been exposed to unsparing aggression, and nothing
less than its ruin will satisfy assailants. We wish its downfall
averted, in the persuasion that it is a righteous instrument for pro-
moting an host of ohjects, each of which, we cannot help thinking,
15 worth more than the most exaggerated cost of the whole !

ADDENDUM.

List of Heritors—* James Balfour of Balgonie ; John Balfour
of Balbirnie ; Drinkwater Bethune of Balfour; * J, E. Wemyss
of Wemyss Castle; * Earl of Rothes; Mrs Col. Paston of Barns=
lee; * UTnited College of St Andrews; G, J. Lindsay of Kirk-
forthar ; John Landale of Man ; *J. Johnston of Little Lun ; John
Lawson of Carieston ; George Greig of Little Baleurvie; * Ward,
law R-amsa}r of Balcurvie ; * C. M. Christie of Durie ; J. Simpson,

* ‘Those marked with an asterisk * are non-resident. 4
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of Durie Vale; * D). Millie of Cameron Bridge ; A. Mitchel of
Coul ; J. Balfour of Ashgrove; * G. Ballingall of Carieston

Easter.

June 1840.
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PARISH OF CARNOCK.

PRESBYTERY OF DUNFEEMLINE, S§YNOD OF FIFL.

THE REV. WILLIAM GILSTON, MINISTER.

I.—Torocraruy AND Natvrar Hisrory,
Name—In the former Account of the parish, it is stated, that

the words cair or cairn, and knock, (of which Carnock is su pposed
to be a compound,) signify “ a village, or collection of houses
~adjoining to a small hill.” Another etymology has been given,
which makes the name signify ““a cairn, or barrows on a hill,” and
this, probably, is the true derivation.

Eztent and Boundaries.—This parish lies very compact, being
about 3 wiles from east to west, and about the same from north
to south, though narrowing considerably in the latter direction.
Its whole extent is about 9 square miles, or 2260 square acres.
It is bounded on the extreme west by the parish of Culross, in the
county of Perth ; on the north-west, by the parish of Saline; on
the north-east and east, by that of Dunfermline ; and on the
south and south-west, by that of Torryburn.

Lopographical Appearances.— The surface is pleasingly undu-
lating and varied ; and being well wooded, presents, from several
ponts of view, landscapes of considerable beauty and richness.
There is no eminence deserving of the name of a MOountain ;
but the Camp’s Bank and Carneil Hill, which ferm a continu-
ous range of rising ground, are” of considerable elevation, and
command extensive views of the Frith of Forth and the adjacest
eountry, from Stirling on the west, to Edinburgh on the east.
Luscar Knoils, or Knows, also the Clune of Newbigging, and -part
of the Clune farm, which lie further north, and are somewhat
more elevated, command rich and varied prospects ; and from
most of them are seen in the distance, the Ochils, Benlomond,
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