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The average vearly amount of collections in the church for the
last five years is L.17, 8s. 5d. :

Fducation.—There is one unendowed school besides the paro-
chial school ; the number of scholars at both together averaging
from 70 to 80. 'There is also a girl’s school at Kemback mill,
partly supported by ladies in the parish.

The parochial teacher has the full legal salary ; but the present
incumbent, being incapacitated from performing his duties, the he-
ritors at present employ another teacher in his place at a salary of
L.14 per annum. He states his annual profit from fees at L. 16;
and he has also about 1.3 as session-clerk. The common
branches of elementary education only are taught, there being but
one pupil taking lessons in Latin,

Povr—The number of poor regularly supplied is from 15 to 20.
The amount of voluntary assessment is about L. 11, 10s., besides
which the session possess a fund bequeathed by one of the family

of Blebo, amounting to I. 250,
Collections, L. 17, 3s. 5d.; assessment, L.11, 10s.; interest

of fund, L.10—1.88, 13s 5d.

February 1843,

PARISH OF TORRYBURN.

PRESBYTERY OF DUNFERMLINE, SYNOD OF FIFE .

THE REV. THOMAS DOIG, A. M., MINISTER.

].—TorosRAPHY AND NaTurar HisTomy.

Name, &e.— THE parish of Torryburn consists of the united pa-
rishes of Torrie and Crombie. Crombie appears to bave con-
sisted of the district of the present parish south of the burn of
Torrie, and of certain detached lands, distant about seven or
eight miles, and now annexed quoad sacra to the parish of Saline.
In liew of these, the lands of Inzievar and Qakley, belonging,
guoad civilia, to the parish of Saline, but cut off by the interven-
ing parish of Carnock, have been annexed, guoad sacra, to 'Yor-
ryburn.  Tlorry, the original name of the parish to which these
_ annexations have been made, is said to signify, in Gaelic, the
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128 | FIFESHIRE.

king's height ; while the more modern name of ,Torryburn may
be traced to the circumstance of the parish church being situated
by the side of the durn of Torrie.

Situation and Extent.—The parish, as now constituted, forms
the extreme south-west corner of the county of Fife. It is bound-
ed on the west, by the parish of Culross, in the county of Perth ;
on the north, by the parish of Carnock ; an the east, by the
parishes of Carnock and Dunfermline ; and on the south and
south-west, by the Frith of Forth, which separates 1t from the
pavishes of Carriden and Bo’ness, in the county of Linlith-
gow. It is about five miles in length, and from one to two in
breadth, comprising an area of five or six square iniles. The
surface is beautifully varied. The higher grounds command se-
veral fine views of the frith and ijts opposite shore; and, in the
distance, the castle and part of the city of Edinburgh are seen.

Hydrography.— Besides the burn of Torrie, there are two small
streams, by which the parish is partially bounded, at its eastern and
western extremities. A small loch, which at one time existed on the
lands of Oakley, is now drained. There are several chalybeate
springs in the parish. The tide, at low water, recedes to a consi-
derable distance from the shore. By care and industry not a little
land might have been gained from the frith.

Geology, §c.~Under this head the following facts have been
communicated by Mr Cadell, tacksman of the Torrie colliery :
The whole of the parish stands upon the coal measures, forming
part of the basin which stretches across Scotland from south-west
to north-east. Although the strata are very irregular, being in
many places thrown up by the trap and dislocated by slips; yet
m po part of the parish are any of the inferior beds of carbonife-
rous limestone, or old red sandstone, visible ; nor does it appear
that any of the superior beds of magnesian limestone, or new red
sandstone take on, In the sonth-west part of the parish, at the
shore, the strata ¢rop out to the east at an angle of about 45%
being apparently thrown into this angular position by the trap-hill
on which Torrie House is built. About 400 yards east of the
burn, which bounds the parish on the west, the strata dip to the
outh-esst at about one in five. This rise increases opposite to
the village of Torryburn, when the strata again dip into the east.
-+ The proprietor of Torrie has this year (1839} been at consi-
derable expense in proving the coal-field along the shore.; and,
from several borings, the basin between Tosrie and Torrybura
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has been found to show the following section, taken generally,

ViZ 1=

Fathoms, Feat.
Shale, with two five-inch bands of ironstone, ' " i3 ]
Coal, . ] 22
Sandstone, s‘:m'le, pnd thrue thln SCOITH ::rf m;i unwrkﬂl:rlﬁ, 35 L]
Coal of a fine quality, . . o 45
Shale, sandstone, and three thin seams uf Lu.[l ulm‘ﬂ:lu.able, 15 0
Coal, a . . a . . i ] g9
Bandatone and shale, 5 . ' ' . | 1) (]

At the north-west corner of the parish, where there is a colliery
now at work, the strata are found dipping to the north-west. The
general section, as obtained in the engine-pit, is as follows, viz

Fathoms. Feet.

Bhale, with thin beds of sandstone, . . . . 2] 1]
Coal, mostly wmug;ht Gty . 0 £i
Bandstene aod slale, with several amﬂli uoworkable saams of coal, =22
Cuoal {parrot seam}, 0 3
SBandstone and shale, with H!"'I.I'l_"'rﬂl thin uuw:}rknb!a se:lrna of curﬂ

and two bands of ironstone further proved, : 19 0

Above the strata is in general found a bed of blue stiff clay,
full of rounded nodules of coal, whinstone, sandstone, &c. Above
this, in some places, is a bed of sand ; and, in others, of fine
brown clay, suitable for making bricks and tiles.

[E—CiviL History.

There is no record, apparently, of the time when either Torrie
or Crombie was first erected into a parish, The earliest notice
of the former, which we have seen, is in a list of parishes said to
have been drawn up in the reign of King William the Lion, quoted
in a recent publication from Sibbald's History of Fife. Crombie
appears to have been dependent on the Abbey of Culross. In
ihe ¢ Booke of the Universall Kirk of Scotland,” Torrie and
Crombie are noticed as separate parishes in the years 1581 and
1586, and it is thought that their union was effected towards the
close of the same century. One of the first notices in the session
records is an intimation, of date June 2Ist 1629, that * the ses-
sion convened at the kirk of Crombie, appointed ane stent for re-
pairing the kirk of Crombie, extending to 30 lb., to. be paid by
parishioners.” But there is nothing in the record to epable us to
ascertain whether that chureh was then, or afterwards, used for
public worship.

By the session records, it appears that there was a school in
Torryburn in the earlier part of the seventeenth century; for,
June 17th 1632, Alexander Rae was * discharged from teaching
bairns in the parish of Torrie ;” and, April 28th 1638, William
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Duddingstone was “ received to read in the kirk before sermof,
and to teach the bairns to read and write.,” In 1644, *¢the schosl.
master was found unfit to teach such a number of bairns as comes
to school,” and an assistant teacher was in consequence appointed.
The elders appear to have gone through the parish, from time to
time, “ to gather money to pay the master’s house-mail and school-
house ;" and, July 7th, 1644, mention is made of a “ bond be.
twixt schoolmasters and session, subscribed by so many as could
wreat, in name of the rest, except by Johne Dalgliesh.” The
fees of poor children were paid by the session, that there might
be no excuse for absence from school. In iliustration of the in-
terest taken by the church at that period in the cause of educa-
tion, we give the following extract from the record : < March 18th
1849, the schoolmaster being inguired if the bairns attend the
school, he complained that manie faythers did withdraw their
children, and the names of the bairns’ faythers that were absent
were given in to the session,” They were * ordained to be sum-
moned again the nixt day.” And accordingly, * Mareh 25th
1649, compeared the faythers of the bairns that were withdrawn
from the school, and promised to send them to the school owre
the nixt week without faile.” Whenever there was g falling off
in school attendance, the elders appear to have visited their se-
veral quarters, to *¢ deal” with the parents to send their children
to school, and to keep them there as long as possible, instead of
sending them away to ¢ the herding.” In 1655, there appear to
bave been four schools in the parish, one of which was in Torry
or Newmill, and another in “ Crumbietoune.” And, about this
time, “ it was the desire of some that their bajrns might be taught
the Latin tounge.”

While the record proves that great efforts were made by the
kirk-session to promote the eause of education, so also to see that
family worship was observed, that the Sabbath was sanctified,
and that drunkenness, swearing, evil speaking, and lewdness were
discouraged. Offenders were fined, and publicly rebuked before
the congregation, .

In 1643, ** the Covenant was read and explained ;" and, De-
cember 10th 1648, * the Covenant was renewed, and solemnly
sworn to by all, and subscryved to by as inanie as could writt - the
rest were desyred to come in upon Tuesday following, for subseryv-
ing the same by themselves, or by some at their desire.” About
this period, tno, so. memorable in the history of owr fathers, there

3 The Universtty af Edinbarmgh
The Univiersity of Glasgow




-

TORRYBURN. 73l

appears to have been great anxiety to wait upon religious ordinan-
ces. 'Thus, June 6th 1647, it is noticed, * that the kirk was too
litte to contain the people of the parish;” and that “ hundreds
were constrained to ly in the kirkyard in time of sermon, about
the doors and windows.” An application was In consequence
made to the heritors, who enlarged the church accommodation by
building an aisle. After the occupation of Scotland by Cromwell,
the record exhibits complaints of ¢ disorder,” occasioned * by the
iroubles of the time:” of disorder “ by Englishmen,” and * by
English souldiers.” And, October 16th 1653, the minister re-
ports to the session, that there were in the parish ¢ ignorant per-
sons, scandalous livers, persons who had not attended diets of ex-
amination, and those who did not profess to keep family worship,
in all near to 200 persons.”

As illustrative of the spirit of our fathers about this period, the
following public collections may be noticed, which were made n
the parish between the years 1631 and 1658 :

1631, For the distressed Germans, ] . L30 0 O Scots
1632, For the captives of Dysart and Kirkaldy, 4 0 0
1643, For the captives of Inverkeithing, &ec. . . 26 18 4
1647, For the distressed people in Argyle, . . 133 6 8
1647, For the bridge of Cramond, and the distressed persons re-

commended by the General Assembly, . M 0 0
1651, For prisoners al Newcastle, . - 49 0 ©
1652, For Lieutenant Jardine, 6 0 0O
1652, For ** the desolate toune of Glasgow,™ . 40 0 ©
1652, For the captives among the Turks, . 16 & 0
1653, For soldiers, prisoners, and others, . . 26 ¢ 0O
1656, For the town of Edinburgh, . . i 0 0
16565, For bursars, . . ' . 4 0 0
1656, For pious uses, . . . 5 6 0O
1657, For ** the Grecians, and the toune of Anstruther,” . %2 g g

s . o

1658, For the town of St Andrews,

Under the Episcopal usurpation, during the reigns of Charles
IL and James VIL, the discipline appears to have been maintain-
ed with considerable strictness. None of the festivals or saints’
days seem to have been observed: and the communion was dis-
pensed on a Sabbath, and sometimes on two successive Sabbaths,
by appointment of the session. The first Presbyterian minister
after the Revolution, Mr Allan Logan, was ordained July 24,
1695. Kis session consisted of thirteen elders; and discipline
continued to be exercised with a very searching strictness. Dur-
ing his incumbenecy, till he was translated to Culross, in 1717,
many curious notices are to be found in the record.. Under this
head we may notice an oath of purgation, administered, in 1703,
to one Curry, who had been accused of aduitery; the appearance
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132 FIFESHIRE.

before the session, in 1705, of one Dr Sibbald, a physician, whe
appears to have been a very worthless character; and the exami.
nation, in 1704, of one Lillias Adie, accused of witcheraft, who
afterwards died in the jail of Dunfermline, and was buried within
the flood-mark between the villages of Torryburn and Torrie. My
Logan’s great hobby appears to have been the prosecution of
witches; and, April 4, 1709, Helen Kay was rebuked before the
congregation for having said that the minister * was daft,” when
she ¢ heard him speak against the witches,”

In 1697, a great mortality prevailed in the parish, the burials
that year amounting to 114, It was a time of great searcity all over
the country; and the tradition is, that the people died in conse-
quence of unwholesome food, and of an immoderate use of a particu-
lar kind of fish which they caught in the frith. Nothing is remem-
bered of & more modern date that is worthy of notice. Only it
may be noticed, that T'orryburn appears to have been in its most
flourishing state about sixty or seventy years ago. As a place of
enterprise it never has recovered from the effocts of the failure of
the then proprietor of Crombie. The coal and salt works, which
had previously been in full operation, were abandoned; and, inso
far as a flourishing trade invests a locality with importance and in-
terest, it must now be said of Torryburn, that it has seen better
days.

Chief Land-owners.— Without reckoning the lands annexed
quoad sacra to Saline, but inciuding that part of Saline annexed
quoad sacra to Torryburn, the parish is divided among seven pro-
prietors, whose valued rent is L.5377} Scots, and whose real
rental may probably amount to nearly the same sum in Sterling
money. ‘I'he present proprietors, with their valued rent in Scots

tnoney, are ;—

Andrew Colville of Ochiltree and Crombia, . L.16403

Captain James Erskine Wemyss of Wemyss and Torrie, . 1475

Andrew Wellwood of Garvech and Pitliver, . . 73R

Hen Eevﬂridﬁc of Inzievar, . . . 716

The ?ieirﬂ of Sir Robert Preston, Bart. of Valleyficld, . 4144

The Heirs of General Farquharson of ﬂnl‘.!ey, . . oL LN
. . 56

Mim Erskine of Dunimarle, &e.
Autiquities.—These are few in number, comprising the ruins of
the small church of Crombie, océupying a commanding situation
overlooking the frith; and a large stone at a place called the
Tolbzies, supposed to have been erected as a memorial of a fight

at some remote period.
Modern Buildings,—The only edifice of this description worthy
3
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of notice 18 the House of Torrie, which is finely sitvated, and has

a handsome appearance. A valuable collection of paintings,

which once gave to it an interest, fell by bequest, at the death of

the late Sir John Erskine, Bart., to the University of Edinburgh.
IHI.—PorpvraTiON.

By referring to the average annual number of births and bap-
tisms, the population may be estimated at 1250 in the year 1640,
at 1800 in 1670; and at 1530 in 1680. During what may be
considered to have been the most flourishing period of the history
of the parish, between 1770 and 1780, the population, by a simi-
lar reference, may be estimated at from 1800 to 1900 souls. In
1755, the return of the population made to Dr Webster was
1635 ; and, in 1792, it is stated in the former Statistical Account
at 1600,

Table of the population, distinguishing the sexes:

Yoars. Males. Females, Souls.
18401, = AR} - 83 - 1403
1811, - G - a0y - ., 6l
1821, - 839 - 804 - 1448
1931, - 12 - Bid = 1436
1 5534, - 643 B 851 - 1494

In the enumeration of 1836, seamen belonging to regisiered
vessels are included ; a class excluded from the Government enu-
merations of the four preceding periods. These are 18 in num-
ber. The actual increase of population since 1831 has been oc-
casioned by the re-opening of Torrie colliery, and the influx in °
consequence into the parish of 13 families of colhiers, consisting of
65 souls.

Of the population in 1836, residing in villages, that of Torry-
burn was 635, of Torrie or Newmill, 394 ; of Crombie Point, 81
and of Crombie, 47.

Average annual number of births and baptisms :

Aver, an- . Aver. an- Aver. an-
Years. i) t:rnl Nao. Years. nuaal Nao, Years, nusl No.
1635-40, 465 177180, 02} i81i-20, 40y
1665-70, a7 178154, G44% 1821-30, 39
167180, 878 1791-1800, &l i831-35, 384
1763--70; G3L L&D =10, 42 b

During the lastthirty or forty years, the register is'not cofoplete ;
parents mot unfrequently neglecting to have the names of their
children inserted in it ; while, unhappily, theré are families who
are altogether indifferent about religious ordinances, and whose
children in consequence are unbaptized. | Including those which
have not been inserted in the register, the average annual number
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734 FIFESHIRE.

of hirths during the last seven years may be estimated at 48 or

50,

Average annual number of marriage contracts, including

those

where the man or where both parties were resident in the parish,

but not those where the woman only was resident,

Aver. so- . Aver, an. . Aver, an.
Years, pual No. Years, nual No. Years, nuzl No.
163540, 9y 1781-90, 10,4 1821-30, 93
165257, 144 1791-1800, 6} 183145, 103
176370, 11 1801-10, 5%
1771-80, 12 181124y, 64

Average annual number of burials :

Aver. an- . Awver, an. Aver. an-
Years. npal No. . Toars, nual Mo, Years. nual Ng,

1696-1700, & 174150 34 4t 17491-1800, a6

1701-10, 175160, 304, 180110, 264

171120, 42,8, 176170, 46 1911-24, HoT

1721-.30, 42 fe 177180, 440 182130, My

1731-40, 404 1781-90, 447y 1831-35, 32

N. B.— In 1697, a year of great scarcity, the number of burials
was 114.
State of the population in June 7, 1841 :
Houses, Souls,
Uninhab. Inhal. Families. Males, Females. Total
Torryburn village, p <] 107 1532 31 a71 2
Torry village, . & o7 107 166G 245 41!
Crombie Point village, 1 14 16 17 37 54
Country, north part, . 1 34 3G 82 a2 lid
Country, south part, 5 40 46 05 109 204
Total, . 21 2o 360 591 Had 1435
Ages of the population :

Agre. Males. Females. Total, Age. Males. Females. Total
L'nder 5, a2 106 1 EA 50 — 55, 20 41 Gl
From Sto 10, B2 86 168 53 — 60, 16 21 a7

10 — 15, 63 94 157 60 — 65, 20 4 54
15—, 58 79 157 85 — 70, ) 20 i

M) =25 54 6B | 1) 70 — 75, 7 £ 19

25 280, 87 . 71 108 75 — 80, 1 8 g

850 — 85, 37 42 78 80 — 85, 4 1 15

85 ...40, 28 52 80 85 e 90, o i i
40 — 45, 45 L a3 85, 0 1 I
45 — 50, 29 47 76 — ——— S

“Total, s 5591 544 1435

Of the entire population, 1097 were born in the county of Fife,
310 in other parts of Scotland, 25 in Epgland, 1 in Ireland, 1 of

-Eoglish parents abroad, and 1 of foreign parents abroad,

Of the 360 families in the parish, 52 consisted of 1 person in
each, 68 of 2, 68, of 8, 45 of 4, 46 of 5, 38 of 6, 25 of 7, 18 of

B,60f9 1of 11, 10f18, and 2 of 14 persons in each,
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IV.—InpusTrY.
Families chiefly employed in
Trade, manu-

Yeara. Agriculture, factures, and All nthers,
handicrafe.

1811, - 4l - 301 - 4

1821, - 65 - 284 - 3

1841, - 44 - 120 - 182

In 1836, the total number of persons of all ages belonging to
the agricultural class was 359 ; to other classes, 1135.

In 1881, in the return made to Government, of the male popu-~
lation upwards of twenty years of age, there were, agricultural oc-
cupiers of the first class, 15: do. of the second class, 5; agricul-
tural labourers, 54 ; manufacturers or weavers, 63 ; retail trade
and handicraft, 81 ; wholesale, capitalists, clergy, and professional,
7; labourers not agricultural, 44 ; all other males upwards of twenty
years, 28; male servauts upwards of twenty years, 3; female ser-
vants of all ages, 35. In 1831, of the males above twenty years of
age employed in retail trade and handicraft oceupations there were,
carriers and carters 7, slaters 7, bakers 6, carpenters 6, sawyers 6,
shoemakers 6, cabinet-makers 5, publicans 5, tailors 5, black-
smiths 4, masons 3, wheelwrights 8, grocers 3, butchers 2, millers
2, plasterers 2, house-painter 1, clock and watchmaker 1, drysalt-
er 1, earthenware 1, cattle-doctor 1, maltster 1, shopkeeper 1,
fux-dresser 1, wood-merchant 1. The number of persons thus
classified in the return to Government in 1831 is mach the same:
now. A few of the weavers are employed in the damask manu-
facture, for which Dunfermline has long been celebrated ; but most-
of them keep by the cotton manufacture for the Glasgow market.-
This last has long been a poor trade; but being easily learned,
and the workman being his own master, it is' generally preferred,
'The tambouring and sewing of muslin give employment to a con-.
siderable number of females, But there is not that briskness in
any of these departments which would indicate a fiouriching state
of trade. 'The extensive salt and coal works, which at one time
contributed to the industry of the parish, were given up in the
latter part of the last cesitury. One colliery only now remains,
in which about thirty pickmen, and thirty labourers and others,
are employed. During the last six years, the working has been
confined to a sean of 3 feet, containing in some places 1§ feet of
parrot coal of very fine quality, suitable for gas-works. The an-
pual produce may be stated at 2500 tons of parrof coal, and
6000 tons of rough or splint ceal, in all 8500 tons, of which two-.
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thirds are shipped, and one-third. sold in the adjacent country,
The only other public work in the parish is that of a wood-mer-
chant, whose establishment is extensive and flourishing,

fient.— The rent of land in the parish varies from L. 1 to L. 4
per acre. The average rent may be stated at 1.2, 10s, per acre,
‘The number of farms is 11.  Several of them may be consider.
ed large ; and inall of them, we believe, the most approved modes
of husbandry are followed.

Like many other small towns on the coast of Fife, Torryburn
was more of a seafaring place formerly than now. There are still,
liowever, seven vessels belonging to this parish, registering about
33U tons. There is 2 small pier both at Crombie Point and at
Torrie, but the latter stands much in need of repair,

V.—Parocuiar. Economy.

The nearest market-town is Dunfermline, distant about three
miles from the eastern boundary of the parish, and four and one-
third from the parish church,

The villages are, Torryburn, Torrie or Newmill, Crombie Poiut,
and Crombie, with a population respectively of 635, 394, 8,
and 47,

By ineans of a private post from Dunfermline, letters and news-
papers are regularly received, There are upwards of four miles
of excellent turnpike road in the parish: but some of the other
roads are in bad condition, and during the winter months, in many
places almost impassable. This is a great inconvenience to se-
veral families, as it respects their attendance at church; and the
evil bas recently been aggravated, since the shutting up, by the
proprietor of Torrie, of a footpath, which, from time immemorial,
had been understaod to bea kirk road. A similar road in another
part of the parish was shut up several years ago by the then pro-
prietor of Crombie. Along the turnpike road a stage-coach from
Kirkaldy, by Dunfermline to Falkirk, communicating with Glas-
gow by the Forth and Clyde Canal, passes every lawful day; and,
by means of a hoat at Crombie Point, travellers have access to the
steam-vessels that ply on the Forth between Edinburgh and
Stirling.

Feclesiastical State,~— The parish church, rebuilt in 1800, is in
good condition, with the exception of one of the gables, which is
rent from top to bottom. It is situated at the east end of the vil-
lage of Torryburn, and is not inconveniently. placed for the great-
er portion of the inhabitants; 1185 of the population being dis-
tant from it not more than one mile, and 1289 not more than two

3 The University of Edinbaigh
T University of Glasgow




TORRYRBURN, 787

miles. The number of sittings, allowing 18 inches to each, is
502, the occupancy of which was found, in 1836, to be engrossed
by a total population of 818. Of the sittings, 214 were formerly
let, besides others let in a smuggled way by some of the farmers.
But it is believed that few, if any, will be let in future; the peo-
ple being convinced, since their attention was recently directed to
the matter, that the imposition of seat rents is illegal, An end,
it is hoped, has thus been put to what the minister regards, and
has publicly denounced, as a system of ungodly merchandize. The
church is by far too small for the parish.

The stipend awarded by the Court of Teinds in 1815, was 216
bolls, half meal and half barley, besides 6 bolls meal, in lieu of
the old glebe of Crombie; L.}, 13s. 4d. for foggage, and L. 8,
6a, 8d. for communion elements. But, when allocated, owing to
an apparent want of funds, the amount, including the allowance
for the glebe of Crombie, for foggage and for communion elements,
was found to be only 91 bolls, 3 firlots, 1 peck, 3 lippies meal ;
85 bolls, 8 firlots, | peck, 3 lippies, barley ; and L.20, 5s,
in money. 'The glebe of Torryburn consists of three acres, and
15 let at an annual rent of 1. 9. The manse was built in 1768,
and repaired about thirty years ago. Most of the apartments are
small and inconvenient,

There 1s no Seceding or Dissenting place of worship in the pa-
rish., The great body of the people profess to adhere to the Es-
tablished Church. In 1836, the religious profession of the pa-

rishioners, including children with their parents, was as follows:
Communicants. Total adherenta,

Established Chureh, . 445 1332
Other religious denominations, 73 160
Avowed infidels, . . - 2

Totsl, 418 1404

Of those professing to be connected with other denominations
than the Established Church, there were belonging to

Communigants. Toinl sdbercnts,
126

United Seceamion, . a7

Relief, . T | 2.]
-an;lnn.l Eurgher: . 6 1o
Reformed Presbyterians, . P 3
Episcopalians, ¥ I 2
Gallican or French Church, I

73 160

The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is diqpensud twice a-year;
the average number of communicants being in winter 340, and in
sunmer 870, There are two Sabbath schools, attended by about

60 children. In the church there are two diets of public wor-
FIFE. 3a
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ship all the year round ; and these, for the most part, are remark-
ably well attended. We trust that an increasing vaiue is being at-
tached to public worship as a Divine ordinance. But, for a long
period, the views, in regard to this, of a considerable part of the
population in the west of Fife, appear to have been extremely
low. Many seem never to have thought of attending public wor-
ship, unless as hearers or spectators on a communion Sabbath,
This must have been the case in Torryburn during the earlier
part of the last century, when, with a population greater than at
present, there were no Dissenters. So, also, it must have been
in the adjoinipg parish of Dunfermline, where, before the Seces-
sion took place, the only place of worship was the old parish
church, capable of accommodating a eongregation of from 1200
to 1400, while the population of that parish was then about 8000,

There are no regularly constituted societies for religious pur-
poses. A few individuals contribute to defray the expenses of a
monthly distribution of traets. The number of copies distributed
annually is about 3400, Yearly collections are made in aid of the
General Assembly’s schemes for prowoting the cause of Christ.
‘These in 1839 were, for colonial churches, L. 8; for church ex-
tension, L. 3, 2s.; for education, L. 8, B8s.; for the India mission,
1. 4, 16s.; for the Jews, L. 5, 4s.; in all, L. 19, 12s.; besides
L. 14 contributed by individuals to particular exertions in connec-
tion with the Church Extension scheme.

K ducation.— Besides the parochial school there are three others.
Two of these are partly sewing-schools, taught by females. The
instruction in the parochial school consists of English reading und
grammar, writing, arithmetic, geography, and Latin when requir-
ed. The schoolmaster is qualified, in addition, to give lessons in
Greek and French. His salary is L. 84, 4s. 4id. The fees,
with other emoluments, may amount to L. 46. The house pro-
vided for him is far from commodious. The school-room, which
is merely rented by the heritors, is unworthy of the parish. The
number of children attending the several schools in the parish may
be about 140. The number of children between five and fifteen
vears of age, who have been taught to read, is 851 ; and taught
to write, 194. The total number attending school, including those
who frequent schools in the adjoining parishes, is about 210, There
are three males and three females, grown up, who admit that they
have never been taught to read. On the whole, the benefits of
education do not uppear to be so generally appreciated as could
be'wished ; and by many the school-fees are very irregularly paid-
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There is a small parochial library, but not much of a taste for
reading.

Friendly Societics,— A most useful instifution of this deseription
is ** the dead-box,” out of which the contributors receive a sum at
the death of any member of their families to defray funeral ex-
penses; L.6 at the death of a grown-up person, and L.2 at the
death of a. chald.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—During the years 1835, 1836, and
1837, the average annual amount of collections for the poor at the
parish church was 1.36, 4s. 9d. ; of voluntary assessment by he-
ritors, L.150, Fls. 1d.; and of the sum arising from mortecloths,
L.1, 155 84. The extravagance of the fees for mortcloths had
the effect, about ten years ago, of leading to the formation of a
private mortcloth society, which is very generally countenanced.
The average number of paupers on the permanent roll is 33, and
the average amount of the sums distributed amangst them annual-
ly, 1.141, 14s. 1d. The average annual expenditure on occa-
sional paupers is L.3, 7s., and on the education of poor children,
1.6. The highest annnal rate of reliel to paupers on the perma-
nent roll 1s L.7, 12s., and the lowest, 1.2, 12s. Coals and soup
are distributed annually, in addition, to the amount of about L.31;
and several poer children are educated at the expense of the Hon.
Mrs Colvile of Ochiltree, the lady of one of the heritors, to whose
bounty in articles of clothing also many of the poorer parishioners
are indebted. (enerally speaking, the reverse of a spirit of re-
luctance to receive parcchial aid is manifested ; and, in the vil-
lages of Torryburn and Torrie, one family in six receives ocea-
sional charity in one shape or another.

Fairs.—There is one held annually at the west end of Torry-
burn village, on the second Wednesday of July. No business is
now transacted beyond the sale of confections and crockery. In
the evening, there is usunally a horse-race.

Inns, Alehouses, &e.~~Of these, there are not fewer than 14,
not to mention another, which, althovgh not within the parish, is
within a hundred yards of its western extremity. A year or two
4go, the number within the parish was eighteen ; and for the di-
minution which has since taken place, and which, it is hoped, will
g0 on progressively as the holders of licenses die out or remove,
We are mainly indebted to the enlightened interfervnce of Mr Be-
varidge of Inzievar.

Drawn up in 1841, Revised January 1843.
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